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(Continued  from  page  254.) 

The  Pottawattamie,  Chippewa,  Ottawa,  and  Winnebago  Indiana. 

THE  Pottawattamies,  who  for  a  short  time  lived  in  Iowa, 
were  once  a  powerful  nation.  Their  early  history 
is  very  obscure,  but  previous  to  their  coming  to  Iowa,  they 
resided  in  Indiana,  the  southern  part  of  Michigan,  and  the 
eastern  part  of  Illinois.  The  United  States  has  probably 
had  more  business  transactions  with  these  Indians  than  with 
any  other  nation.  They  were  received  into  the  -friendship 
and  protection  of  the  government  by  a  treaty  held  with  them 
on  the  9th  of  January,  1789;  and  since  that  time,  and 
previous  to  their  removal  to  Iowa,  the  government  held 
thirty-five  treaties  with  the  Indians  of  this  nation. 

In  1755,  the  French,  Pottawattamies,  and  other  Indians 
of  the  west  were  combined  in  a  war  against  England,  which 
caused  a  gloomy  prospect  for  the  future  growth  of  the  col- 
onies, and  the  emigration  to  the  west  for  a  time  was  nearly 
cut  of.  To  retrieve  their  possessions  in  the  west,  the  Brit- 
ish authorities  sent  out  two  regiments  of  veteran  soldiers, 
under  command  of  General  Edward  Braddoek,  "who  had 
learned  the  art  of  war  on  the  battle-fields  of  Europe,  but 
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had  little  idea  of  Indian  warfare."  Ee  landed  at  Alexandria 
with  much  pom])  and  show,  and,  being  "clothed  with  the 
fullest  power  by  the  king,"  he  was  treated  with  the  greatei  I 
attention  by  the  governors  and  officers  of  the  colonies,  and 
the  expectation  of  success  readied  the  highest  pitch.  With 
the  skill  of  an  experienced  general,  Braddock  soon  had 
everything  in  readiness,  and,  with  unusual  dispatch,  marched 
with  his  army  across  the  Alleghenies,  and  was  descending 
the  Monongahela,  when,  on  the  9th  of  July,  they  met  with 
the  combined  force  of  the  enemy,  who  were  concealed  in 
ambush.  In  an  almost  incredibly  short  time,  seven  hundred 
men  and  their  officers  lay  dead  on  the  Held,  and  the  ad- 
vanced column,  panic-stricken,  commenced  a  flight,  which 
nothing  could  check.  "  The  general  himself  fell,  and  that 
proud  army,  which  in  the  early  morning  had  crossed  the 
Monongahela  in  gallant  array,  with  drums  beating  and 
colors  flying,  fled  like  sheep  before  wolves  —  abandoning 
their  cannon,  their  ammunition,  and  their  wounded  to  the 
unmerciful  foe."  Prominent  among  the  red  men  of  the  west 
who  achieved  this  signal  victory,  were  the  Pottawattamies. 

In  the  war  carried  on  against  the  English  after  Great 
Britain  and  France  had  made  peace,  under  the  lead  of 
■"  Pontiac,  the  Pottawattamies  were  among  the  first  10  join 
the  confederacy,  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  siege 
against  Detroit.  In  the  summer  of  1790,  hostile  demonstra- 
tions were  apprehended  from  the  Indians  of  the  Wabash 
Valley,  and  Colonel  Hammer  was  directed  to  advance  into 
that  country,  and  endeavor  to  bring  them  to  terms.  On  the 
30th  of  September,  with  a  force  of  one  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three  men,  he  left  Fort  Washington  (Cincin- 
nati), and  when  he  arrived  near  the  Miami  of  the  Lakes 
(Maumee)  he  met  with  the  combined  force  of  the  Pottawat- 
tamies, Shawnees,  and  Miamis,  and  he  was  forced  to  make 
a  disorderly  retreat,  with  a  loss  of  nearly  one-third  of  his 
men. 

This  invasion  of  their  country  by  Hammer  was  considered 
"fry  the  Indians  as  a  declaration  of  war;  and  the  Pottawatta- 
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mies,  notwithstanding  they  had  been,  received  into  t ^ ^* 
friendship  and  protection  of  the  United  State,  government, 
joined  the  Miamis  and  others  in  hostilities  against  the 
whites. 

Early  in  March,  1701,  Arthur  St.  Clair,  a  brave  and  dis- 
ciplined soldier,  received  a  commission  of  Major  General  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  and,  with  a  force  of  about 
twelve  hundred  men,  was  sent  to  subdue  these  Indians. 
On  the  od  of  November  he  arrived  at  St.  Mary's  river,  and 
proceeded  up  its  banks  nine  miles,  where  he  encamped  on 
an  elevated  piece  of  ground,  in  military  order,  lie  was 
attacked  at  this  point  the  next  morning,  about  half  an  hour 
before  sunrise,  and  a  furious  and  bloody  battle  ensued, 
which  lasted  until  about  nine  o'clock,  when  St.  Clair  was 
forced  to  make  a  disorderly  and  hasty  retreat,  leaving 
nearly  one-half  of  his  men  and  sixty-four  officers  dead  on 
the  field  of  battle. 

Subsequently  another  military  force  was  sent  against 
these  Indians,  under  command  of  General  Anthony  Wayne, 
who  gained  a  decisive  victory  over  them.  After  this  defeat , 
the  Indians  became  inclined  to  negotiate  for  peace;  and  on 
the  3d  of  August,  1795,  Wayne  held  a  treaty  with  them,  at 
which  terms  of  peace  were  agreed  upon.  The  prisoners  on 
both  sides  were  given  up,  and  the  Pottawattamies,  in  con- 
sideration for  certain  cessions  of  land,  received  an  annuity 
of  one  thousand  dollars. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  1812,  the  Pottawatta- 
mies at  first  seemed  to  hesitate  about  taking  up  arms;  but 
immediately  after  the  battle  at  Brownstown,  Tecumsch  sent 
a  runner  to  them,  claiming  a  victory,  and  informing  them 
that  General  Hull  had  retreated  to  Detroit,  and  that  there 
was  every  prospect  of  success.  This  intelligence  at  once 
led  them  to  become  allies  of  the  British,  and  they  imme- 
diately started  for  Detroit.  General  Hull,  after  the  defeat, 
sent  word  to  Captain  Ileald,  in  command  of  Fort  Dearborn, 
at  Chicago,  informing  him  of  his  defeat,  and  ordered  him 
to  immediately  distribute  his  stores  among  the  Indians,  and 
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retire  to  Fort  Wayne.  Captain  ITeald  proceeded  to  carry 
out  the  orders  of  Hull,  but,  being  suspicious  of  the  integrity 
of  the  Indians,  refused  to  give  them  the  powder  and  spirits 
in  his  possession.  On  the  13th  of  August,  1812,  everything 
being  ready,  the  troops  left  the  fort;  but  before  they  had 
proceeded  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half,  they  met  with  the 
Pottawattamics,  who  were  on  their  way  to  Detroit  —  the  re- 
fusal to  surrender  the  powder  and  liquor  being  made  a  pre- 
tense. Captain  Ileald  and  forces  were  immediately  sur- 
rounded, and  the  whole  party,  which  consisted  of  about 
sixty  persons,  including  women  and  children,  who  followed 
the  camp,  with  the  exception  of  about  fifteen,  were  killed 
on  the  spot,  and  all  their  baggage  and  stores  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Indians. 

The  Pottawattamies  were  active  supporters  of  the  British 
during  the  war,  and  their  people  suffered  much  cruelty  irr 
consequence.  But  after  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  they  again  put 
themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and 
it  was  agreed  between  the  two  parties  that  injuries  of  the 
past  should  be  "mutually  forgiven  and  forgotten." 

THE  CHIPPEWAS. 

The  Chippewas  (sometimes  called  the  Ojibways),  previous 
to  the  breaking  out  of  the  revolutionary  war,  resided 
about  Lake  Huron  and  the  upper  part  of  Lake  Michi- 
gan, and  from  thence  in  a  northwest  course  as  far  as 
Lake  Superior  and  the  head  branches  of  the  Mississippi 
river.  At  that  time  they  were  estimated  to  have  five  thou- 
sand warriors.  They  were  described  as  "a  fine  race  of 
men,  tall  in  person,  active  hunters,  brave  and  exp>ert  war- 
riors, good  arbiters,  and  shrewd  counsellors;  and  have 
exercised  a  prominent  part  in  Indian  history."  When  Pike 
explored  the  Mississippi,  in  1805,  he  represented  these  In- 
dians as  being  divided  into  many  bands,  called  by  the  traders 
Sautenrs,  Crees,  Algonquins,  Nepesangs,  Ottawas,  Iroquois, 
Chippewas,  Muscononges,  &c. 
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Tlic  Chippewas  were  the  great  and  almost  natural  ene- 
mies of  the  Sioux,  with  whom  they  had  been  waging  a  war 
of  extermination  for  a  great  portion  of  the  time  for  nearly 
two  centuries.  To  stop  these  deadly  strifes  and  make  peace 
had  frequently  been  attempted  by  the  British  government, 
through  the  traders,  who  often  brought  the  chiefs  of  the  two 
nations  together  for  this  purpose;  butthe  Sioux  ehief,  haughty 
and  overbearing, spurned  the  proffered  ealumet,  and  returned 
to  the  scenes  of  slaughter  and  barbarity,  and  the  bloody 
strife  went  on.  The  superior  numbers  of  the -Sioux  would 
have  enabled  them  to  have  annihilated  the  Chippewas,  had 
not  the  swampy  nature  of  their  country  prevented  an  attack 
on  horseback;  and  the  Chippewas,  being  in  close  proximity 
to  the  whites,  were  better  armed  than  their  enemies,  which 
gave  thorn  a  decided  advantage,  for  while  the  least  twig  or 
branch  would  turn  the  arrow  of  the  Sioux  out  of  its  way, 
the  whizzing  bullet  of  the  Chippewa  held  its  course,  and  did 
hot  stop  its  force  short  of  its  destination. 

THE  OTTAWAS. 

The  Ottawas,  though  in  some  respects  an  independent 
nation,  were  identified  in  their  lineage,  language,  history, 
manners,  and  customs  with  the  Chippewas.  In  1805,  they 
resided  on  the  northwest  side  of  Lake  Michigan  and  Lake 
Huron,  and  hunted  between  these  lakes  and  Lake  Superior. 
At  the  earliest  dates  remembered  in  their  tradition,  the 
Attawas  (or  Ottawas)  occupied  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  after- 
wards the  chain  of  Manitoulin  Islands  of  Lake  Huron, 
which  lake  was  early  called,  by  the  Algonquin  tribes,  Ottawa 
Lake.  "  They  at  one  time  lived  among  the  men  called  Fot- 
tawattamies,  about  the  northern  shore  or  head  of  Lake 
Michigan. " 

The  United  States  government  recognized  these  Indians 
by  treaty  as  early  as  1785,  at  which  time  they  acknowledged 
themselves  to  be  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  no  other  sovereign  whatsoever.  The  government 
never  held  a  treaty  with  the  entire  tribe  of  these  Indians, 
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as  a  potion  by  themselves,  but  all  negotiation  wascarrl  1 
on  with  them  in  connection  with  other  nations,  and  mostly 
with  the  Chippewas  and  Pottawattamies. 

The  western  Indians  always  parted  with  their  land  with 
much  reluctance.  Upon  one  occasion,  when  there  was  an 
effort  made  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  purcliase  a 
Jarge  tract  of  land  from  the  Pottawattamies,  Metea,  who 
was  from  the  Wabash,,  was  very  much  opposed  to  parting 
with  any  more  of  their  land,  and  made  a  speech.  "He  was 
a  man  of  tall,  slender  form,  with  a  withered  arm,  and  his 
sullen  dignity  of  manner,  relieved  by  sparkling  black  eyes, 
a  good  voice,  and  ready  utterance,  which  gave  him  influ- 
ence in  his  tribe."  He  arose  in  their  council,  and,  address- 
ing himself  to  General  Cass,  said:  "My  father,  we  first 
came  to  this  country  a  long  while  ago,  and  when  we  set 
ourselves  down  upon  it,  we  met  with  a  great  many  hard- 
ships and  difficulties.  Our  country  was  then  very  large, 
but  now  it  has  dwindled  down  to  a  very  small  spot,  and  you 
wish  to  buy  that.  This  has  caused  us  much  reflection,  and 
we  bring  all  our  chiefs  and  warriors  and  families  to  hear 
you.  Since  you  first  came  among  us,  we  have  listened 
with  attentive  ears  to  your  words  —  we  have  hearkened  to 
your  counsel.  Whenever  you  have  had  a  favor  to  ask  of 
us,  our  answer  has  been  invariably,  'yes.'  A  long  time  has 
passed  since  we  came  upon  these  lands  —  our  old  people 
have  all  sunk  into  their  graves.  They  had  sense;  we  are 
young  and  foolish,  and  would  not  do  anything  they  would 
not  approve,  if  living.  We  are  all  fearful  we  shall  offend 
their  spirits  if  wre  sell  our  lands  —  we  are  fearful  we  shall 
offend  you  if  we  do  not.  We  do  not  know-how  to  part  witli 
our  lands.  Our  country  was  given  to  us  by  the  Great  Spirit 
to  hunt  upon,  to  make  corn  to  live  on,  and,  when  life  i3 
over,  to  spread  down  our  beds  upon,  and  lie  down.  That 
Spirit  would  never  forgive  us  if  we  should  sell  our  lands. 
When  you  first  spoke  to  us.  at  St.  Mary's,  we  said  we  had  a 
little  land,  and  sold  you  a  piece ;  but  we  told  you  we  could 
spare  no  more.    Now  you  ask  us  again — you  are  never 
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satisfied.  Take  notice,  it  is  a  small  piece  of  land  where 
we  now  live.  It  has  been  wasting  away  ever  Bince  the 
white  people  became  our  neighbors.  We  have  now  hardly 
enough  to  cbvef  the  bones  of  our  tribe." 

But  the  arguments  of  Metea  at  this  treaty  did  not  pre- 
vail, and  the  Indians  were  induced  to  sign  a  treaty,  by 
which  they  parted  with  five  millions  acres  of  land.  These 
negotiations  were  carried  on  with  these  Indians,  and  from 
time  to  time  tracts  of  land  purchased  from  them,  until  the 
26th  of  September,  1833,  when  there  was  held-,  at  Chicago, 
a  treaty  with  the  Ottawa,  Chippewa,  and  Pottawattamie 
Indians  of  Illinois,  at  which  these  Indians  sold  out  all  their 
lands  east  of  the  Mississippi,  with  the  exception  of  certain 
reservations,  in  place  of  which  they  were  to  have  a  tract  of 
land  on  the  western  slope  of  Iowa,  which  was  bounded  on 
the  south  by  the  southern  line  of  the  state,  and  on  the  east 
by  "the  line  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Sac  and  Fox 
Indians;"  and  from  the  state  line  north  far  enough  to  em- 
brace five  million  acres  of  land. 

In  1836  the  Pottawattamies  of  the  Wabash  Valley,  and 
the  next  year  all  the  other  bands  of  this  nation,  made 
treaties,  by  which  they  disposed  of  their  reservations,  and 
"were  the  owners  of  no  lands  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
moved  west.  The  aggregate  population  of  the  Pottawatta- 
mies in  1837,  the  time  when  the  last  of  them  left  Indiana, 
was  estimated  to  be  three  thousand,  and  the  quantity  of 
land  which  they  individually,  as  a  people,  had  disposed  of, 
was  7,832,680  acres,  for  which  they  received  from  the  gov- 
ernment §2,079,950.  The  whole  number  of  Indians  who 
removed  to  the  western  slope,  of  Iowa,  including  Pottawat- 
tamies, Chippewas,  and  Ottawas  was  estimated  to  be  six 
thousand. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  government,  when  it  purchased 
the  western  slope  of  Iowa  from  the  Sacs  and  Poxes,  to  keep 
it  as  a  reservation  for  a  permanent  home  for  the  Indians. 
But  this  being  a  rich  and  productive  country,  and  the  tide 
of  emigration  flowing  rapidly  into  Iowa,  the  policy  of  the 
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government  was  changed,  and  it  became  an  object  to  open 
up  this  country  for  settlement  by  the  whites;  and  on  the 
5th  of  June,  1 8-1 0,  a  treaty  wan  closed  for  the  purchi  6 
of  these  lands.  The  Indians  who  joined  in  this  treaty, 
ceded  to  the  United  States  all  their  lands  "lying  and  being 
north  of  the  Missouri  river,  and  embraced  in  the  limits  of 
the  territory  of  Iowa;  and  also  that  tract  of  country  lying 
and  being  on  the  Osage  river,  and  west  of  the  state  of  Mis- 
souri." The  consideration  paid  for  this  purchase  was 
$850,000.  The  Indians  were  to  remove  from  these  lands 
within  two  years  from  the  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

This  treaty  was  held  near  Council  Bluffs,  and  was  there 
signed  by  fourteen  of  the  chiefs,  and  was  signed  and  ap- 
proved by  the  other  chiefs  at  Pottawattamie  Creek,  on  the 
17th  of  June,  and  was  ratified  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  on  the  22d  of  July,  1846,  and  was  proclaimed  on  the 
next  day.  By  this  treaty,  five  millions  acres  of  land  were 
acquired  within  the  limits  of  Iowa. 

After  leaving  Iowa,  these  Indians  removed  to  lands 
assigned  them  on  the  Kansas  river,  and  efforts  were  made 
to  induce  them  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil  for  a  living.  These  efforts  were  successful  to  a 
"great  extent,  and  many  of  them  greatly  improved  their 
condition  by  employing  their  time  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

THE  WINNEBAGOS. 

The  Winnebago  (or  Puant)  Indians  are  "  a  Dakota  tribe, 
with  an  Algonquin  name,"  and  in  early  times  were  celebrated 
for  their  influence  in  western  Indian  affairs.  According  to 
the  earliest  history  given  by  themselves,  they  first  resided  at 
a  place  called  Red  Banks,  on  the  western  slope  of  Lake 
Michigan,  north  of  Green  Bay. 

"The  Winnebagos  claim  that  they  are  an  original  stock, 
and  that  the  Missourians,  Otoes,  and  Omahas  sprang  from 
them."  "  On  the  fall  of  the  French  power  in  Canada,  in  17G0, 
they  were  slow  and  cautions  in  entering  into  intimate  rela- 
tions with  Great  Britain;  "  but  the  British  gradually  gained 
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their  confidence,  and,  when  once  gained,  they  were  firm  in 
their  new  fealty.  "They  opened  their  country  to  the  English 
traders, and  when  the  Americans  rose, in  L776,  toae  lerta  new 
nationality, the Winnebagos sided  with  the  crown; "  and  not- 
withstanding, by  the  treaty  acknowledging  the  independence 
of  the  colonics,  the  territory  in  which  they  lived  was  ceded  to 
the  United  States  by  the  English,  they  still  gave  their  ad- 
hesion to  the  British  government,  and  in  the  war  of  1812 
they  gave  their  influence  for,  and  fought  with,  the  British 
against  the  Americans. 

The  first  treaty  ever  held  with  any  of  these  Indians  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  was  on  the  3d  of  June,  1816, 
at  which  that  portion  of  the  nation  which  resided  on  the 
Wisconsin  -river  acknowledged  themselves  to  he  "  under 
the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and  of  no  other  nation, 
power,  or  sovereignty  whatsoever."  The  next  treaty  was 
held  with  them,  and  other  tribes,  on  the  19th  of  August, 
1825,  at  which  the  boundaries  between  the  several  nations 
were  defined.  Their  country  was  defined  by  metes  and 
bounds,  and  embraced  the  northern  portion  of  Illinois  and 
the  southern  part  of  Wisconsin. 

In  the  month  of  August,  1827,  there  "  was  a  treaty  held  at 
Battle  des  Morts,  on  the  Fox  river,  for  the  purpose  of  set- 
tling the  northeastern  boundary  between  the  Menomonees, 
Chippewas,  and  certain  other  bands."  While  this  treaty  was 
under  consideration,  the  Winnebagos  commenced  hostili- 
ties against  the  whites  at  Prairie  du  Chien.  "  They  tired 
into  a  boat,  plundered  several  individuals,  and  endeavored 
practically  to  enforce  an  obsolete  idea  that  they  had  a  right 
to  interdict  merchandise  from  passing  the  portage  of  the 
Wisconsin  without  receiving  some  acknowledgment  there- 
for, in  the  nature' of  toll."  General  Cass,  who  happened  to 
be  in  the  vicinity,  immediately  embarked  in  a  canoe,  and 
journeyed  night  and  day  until  he  reached  St.  Louis,  from 
whence  he  returned  with  a  body  of  troops,  with  whose  aid 
and  the  assistance  of  the  settlers,  the  Indians  were  soon 
brought  to  terms. 
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"In  1828,  the  discovery  of  valuable  lead  mines  in  their 
country  north  of  Rock  river,  led  the  inhabitants  of  the 
frontier  of  Illinois  to  cross  over  and  commence  mining 
operations  in  that  quarter."  This  produced  alarm  and  col- 
lision on  both  sides,  which  called  for  adjustment.  These 
difficulties  were  temporarily  settled  on  the  25th  of  August, 
1828,  at  Green  Bay,  by  the  United  States  agreeing  to  pay 
these  and  other  Indians  interested  the  sum  of  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  the  Indians  consented  that  the  whites 
might  mine  on  these  lands  until  a  definite  arrangement 
could  be  made  about  the  lead  mines.  After  this  adjustment 
was  made,  on  the  1st  of  August,  1829,  they  ceded  to  the 
United  States  a  tract  of  country  south  of  the  Wisconsin 
river,  including  the  mineral  district,  for  the  consideration  of 
eighteen  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  annually,  for  a  period 
of  thirty  years,  besides  other  considerations. 

In  1832  they  joined  Blackhawk  in  his  hostilities  against 
the  United  States,  and  the  war  being  carried  on  mostly  in 
their  country,  they  suffered  severely  from  its  effects.  At 
the  battle  of  Bad  Axe  river,  which  terminated  the  war, 
among  those  who  were  taken  prisoners  was  Winneshiek 
(Waw-kon-chow-koo-kah),  the  son  of  a  distinguished  chief, 
who,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  became  the  head  chief  of 
the  nation.  Winneshiek  joined  Blackhawk  as  the  leader  of 
a  band  of  Sacs  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  had 
guided  Blackhawk's  army  from  the  head-waters  of  the  Mil- 
waukee river,  by  a  difficult  route,  to  the  place  where  they 
were  encamped,  on  the  Bad  Axe,  when  they  were  attacked 
by  the  United  States  troops,  having  subsisted  about  three 
weeks  on  the  bark  of  trees  and  horse-flesh. 

Winneshiek  seems  to  have  cherished  a  dislike  to  the 
whites  from  his  childhood,  and  in  the  difficulty  with  these 
Indians  in  1827,  had  been  taken  a  prisoner  by  Gen.  Henry 
Dodge.  In  a  battle,  in  which  the  Indians  were  routed, 
his  father  and  the  rest  of  the  band  escaped,  while  Winne- 
shiek, then  only  fifteen  years  old,  being  separated  from  the 
others,  wag  surrounded.    He  refused  to  surrender,  but  sat 
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on  liia  horse,  with  his  gun  cocked  in  hie  hand,  and  eyed  hii  foe 
with  defiance  and  hate.  The  soldiers  were  about  to  shoot 
him,  when  General  Dodge  saw  and  admired  the  intrepidity 
of  the  hoy,  rode  up,  and  wrenched  the  musket  from  him, 
and  thus  saved  him  from  the  death  he  at  once  coveted  and 
defied. 

On  being  assured  by  General  Dodge  that  he  wished  to 
settle  amicably  the  difficulty  between  the  Indians  and  the 
whites,  he  rendered  great  service  in  bringing  about  peace. 
At  the  battle  of  Bad  Axe  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
arm,  and  the  next  day  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  whites; 
yet  he  was  faithful  to  the  ill-fated  band  which  lie  had  joined, 
for,  upon  being  brought  before  General  Dodge  and  asked 
whither  Blackhawk  had  fled,  he  refused  to  tell.  General 
t)odge  said:  "I  saved  your  life  when  a  boy,  and  I  have  a 
right  to  expect  that  you  will  tell  me  the  truth."  To  which 
Winneshiek,  assuming  a  digniiied  air,  replied  :  "It  is  true, 
you  did  save  my  life;  but  it  would  have  been  better  for  me, 
had  you  permitted  your  men  to  kill  me." 

"  Winneshiek  was  a  tine  specimen  of  an  Indian.  In  per- 
son, about  the  medium  height,  well  proportioned,  faultless 
in  symmetry  and  form,  easy  and  graceful  in  manner;  as  a 
man,  he  was  modest,  kind,  and  courteous;  as  a  chief,  digni- 
fied in  demeanor,  firm  in  his  purposes,  and  just  in  the  exer- 
cise of  his  authority;  as  a  warrior,  he  was  brave  in  battle, 
calm  and  self-relying  in  danger." 

At  the  ciose  of  the  Blackhawk  war,  the  Winnebago  a 
ceded  to  the  United  States  all  their  lands  in  Wisconsin 
lying  to  the  south  and  east  of  the  Wisconsin  river  and  the 
Fox  river  of  Green  Bay,  and  they  received  in  exchange  for 
it  a  tract  of  land  west  of  the  Mississippi,  in  Iowa,  being  a 
part  of  the  tract  of  land  lying  between  the  countries  of  the 
Sacs  and  Foxes  and  the  Sioux,  ceded  by  these  nations  to 
the  United  States,  and  known  as  the  "Neutral  Grounds." 
It  commenced  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  and  ex- 
tended twenty  miles  on  each  side  of  the  Upper  Iowa  river, 
and  was  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  eastern  branch  of  the 
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Tied  Cedar  river.  They  also  received,  besides  these  lands  in 
Iowa,  an  annuity  often  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  twenty- 
seven  years,  besides  other  annual  allowances  tor  the  support 
of  schools,  and  lor  agricultural  and  mechanical  pnrpo 
By  the  treaty  of  1st  of  November,  1837,  they  disposed  of  all 
their  lands  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  agreed 
to  move  to  the  "Neutral  Grounds"  in  Iowa;  but,  notwith- 
standing they  sold  all  their  lands  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  had  received  large  remunerations  for  them, 
they  were  loath  to  remove  to  Iowa,  and  clung'  as  with  a 
death-like  grasp  to  the  hills  and  valleys  of  Wisconsin. 
At  length  the  government  determined  to  remove  the  agency, 
schools,  and  shops  which  had  been  established  among  them 
to  a  point  on  Turkey  river,  and,  when  removed,  directed 
their  annuities  to  be  paid  them  at  that  place.  This  step 
proved  effectual,  and  caused  them  to  leave  their  old  hunt- 
ing grounds,  and  they  crossed  over  the  Mississippi,  and  the 
whole  tribe  settled  on  the  "iNeutral  Grounds,"  in  1840. 
They  occupied  this  locality  during  a  period  of  some  ten  or 
twelve  years,  during  which  time  they  had  schools  taught 
among  them,  improved  in  their  morab,  and  increased  in 
..numbers. 

The  white  settlements  approaching  in  near  proximity  to 
their  country,  some  unprincipled  whites,  in  violation  of  law, 
for  pecuniary  gain,  were  in  the  habit  of  selling  them  whisky. 
This  caused  them  frequently  to  come  into  the  settlements, 
and  while  under  the  influence  of  liquor  they  committed 
many  depredations,  and  became  very  troublesome.  It  soon 
became  desirous  to  have  these  Indians  removed  from  the 
near  proximity  of  the  white  settlements,  and  on  the  13th  of 
October,  1846,  they  disposed  of  their  lands  in  Iowa,  and  in 
place  thereof  agreed  to  occupy  an  adequate  tract  north  of 
.the  St.  Peter's  river,  on  the  upper  Mississippi,  to  which  they 
subsequently  removed,  and  took  up  their  abode  beyond  the 
limits  of  Iowa. 


[to  be  continued.] 


1873.]  HISTORY  OF  POTTAWATTAMIE  county.  .r; 


NOTES  ON  THE. HISTORY  OT  POTTAWATTAMIE  COUNTY. 


BY  1).  C.  BLOOMER. 


No.  7. 

(Continued  from  page  280.) 

THE  first  county  board  of  supervisors  assembled  in 
Council  Bluffs  on  the  7th  day  of  January,  1861.  It 
was  composed  of  the  following  members  :  Kane  township, 
R.  L.  Douglass;  Macedonia,  C.  Voorlns;  Grove,  Wm.  Els- 
wick;  Knox,  Josiah  True;  Center,  J.  B.  Layton  ;  York, 
la  J.  Childs;  Boomer,  Robert  Kent;  Rockford,  A.  Jack- 
Bon;  Crescent,  David  Dun kel;  James,  Wm.  Lyman;  Silver 
Creek,  John  Bratten.  R.  L.  Douglas  was  elected  chair- 
man, and  E.  F.  Burdick,  clerk  of  the  district  court,  acted 
ex  officio  as  clerk. 

The  board  gave  early  and  earnest  attention  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  county  finances.  W.  D.  Turner,  the  treasurer 
of  the  county,  having  filed  a  report  of  the  receipts  and  pay- 
ments made  by  him  as  such,  the  board  declared  it  to  be  in- 
sufficient, and  required  him  to  file  an  additional  report  by 
the  third  Tuesday  of  February  following,  and  .also  by  that 
day  to  file  additional  bonds,  with  approved  security,  to  the 
amount,  in  all,  of  §17,000.  On  the  day  named  Mr.  Turner 
filed  the  required  report,  or  what  purported  to  be  the  one 
required,  and  at  the  same  time  resigned  his  office  as  county 
treasurer  and  recorder.  This  was  accepted,  and  Thomas 
Tostevin  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  In  June  following 
Mr.  Tostevin  made  a  very  full  and  complete  exhibit  of  the 
financial  condition  of  the  county.  He  continued  to  hold 
the  oflice,  by  successive  elections,  for  the  six  following  years, 
and  discharged  his  duties  writh  fidelity  and  correctness. 

The  total  assessed  valuation  of  the  real  and  personal  prop- 
erty in  the  county  was  §2,066,820.  A  tax  of  two  mills  for 
state  purposes,  four  mills  for  county  revenue,  and  one  mill 
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for  schools  was  levied.  At  the  September  session,  the  office 
of  sheriff  was  declared  vacant  by  the  acceptance  by  Dr. 
Craig  of  an  office  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  J.  P.  Williams  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  number  of  pupils  of  school  age  in  the  county  was 
reported  this  year  at  1,745,  of  which  number  564  were  in 
the  city  of  Council  Bluffs. 

The  proclamation  of  President  Buchanan  for  a  day  ot 
national  humiliation  and  fasting,  on  account  of  the  troubles 
in  the  South,  was  duly  observed  in  Council  Bluffs  by  a 
union  meeting  of  all  the  religious  congregations  in  the  city. 
At  a  conference  meeting  held  in  the  evening  of  that  day, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Goolman  created  quite  a  sensation  by  declar- 
ing, that  in  his  opinion,  the  great  sin  of  the  nation  was 
slavery,  and  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  its  existence  that 
the  trouble  of  the  nation  had  been  brought  upon  the  people. 
A  great  many  people  opened  their  eyes  in  astonishment, 
that  a  clergyman  should  venture  to  express  such  an  opinion. 

A  branch  of  the  Church  of  Latter  Day  Saints  was  organ- 
ized in  Council  Bluffs  on  the  4th  of  January,  18G1,  and 
forty-six  baptisms  are  reported  in  two  weeks.  This  organ- 
ization acknowledges  Joseph  Smith,  son  of  the  original 
Joseph,  as  the  true  successor  of  his  father,  and  head  of  the 
Mormon  fraternity.  It  repudiates  Brigham  Young  and. 
polygamy,  and  is  still  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

At  the  winter  session  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society 
the  first  premium  was  awarded  to  Mr.  D.  B.  Clark,  of  this 
county,  for  the  best  crop  of  wheat  and  oats  in  the  state. 

In  February  wheat  was  quoted  in  Council  Bluffs  at  sixty- 
five  cents,  corn  thirty  cents,  and  oats  thirty-five  cents  per 
bushel.  Butter  twenty-five  cents  per  pound,  and  slaugh- 
tered hogs  at  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred. 

During  the  month  of  February  there  being  a  good  sup- 
ply of  snow,  the  citizens  of  Council  Bluffs  and  Omaha 
amused  themselves  with  sleighing  parties.  First  there  came 
a  team  of  six  horses  drawing  a  sleigh  load  of  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen from  Omaha,  making  a  fine  show  as  they  rode  gaily 
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through  tlie  streets.  A  day  or  two  after  tin;  livery  keepers 
on  our  side  of  the  river  rigged  up  a  team  of  eight  hoi 
drawing  the  largest  and  finest  sleigh  in  the  place,  and  this, 
filled  with  a  fair  representation  of  the  beauty  and  gallantry 
of  Couneil  Bluffs,  crossed  the  river  on  the  ice,  and  marched 
in  high  glee  through  the  streets  of  Omaha.  Next  day  a  led 
team  of  twelve  horses,  drawing  a  load  of  men  only,  from 
the  west  side,  paraded  through  the  streets  of  Council  Blufls, 
followed  by  a  sleigh  drawn  by  six  horses,  and  another  drawn 
by  four  mules,  the  two  latter  being  tilled  with  ladies.  After 
riding  over  the  city  they  drew  up  in  front  of  the  Pacific 
House,  where  a  large  crowd  had  assembled,  who  received 
their  Omaha  friends  with  cheers  which  were  duly  returned. 
Preparations  immediately  began  to  return  this  last  visit  in 
a  proper  manner,  but  the  melting  of  the  snow  stopped  the 
fun. 

In  the  fall  of  1860  the  Rev.  John  Hancock  resigned  his 
pastorate  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Council  Bluffs,  in 
which  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  William  McCandlish. 
Religious  services  were  held  in  a  room  in  Keller's  frame 
building,  on  Broadway,  during  the  winter  and  following 
spring,  and  until  a  frame  building  had  been  erected  on  Pearl 
street  by  the  congregation,  which  was  done  during  the  fol- 
lowing summer.  This  winter  the  now  almost  universal 
practice  of  holding  church  sociables  was  introduced  into 
the  city.  These  occasions  were  almost  uniformly  well  at- 
tended. Tableaux  and  musical  entertainments  were  fre- 
qently  introduced,  and  the  Nonpareil  notices  one  of  unusual 
interest  of  this  character,  held  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  John 
W.  Ross  in  January. 

During  this  winter  Mr.  Rue's  select  school  was  changed 
into  a  seminary  for  young  ladies,  and  was  continued  as  such 
for  about  three  years. 

At  the  city  election  held  in  March,  1861,  the  following 
officers  were  elected  :  Mayor,  L.  W.  Babbitt;  recorder,  W. 
G.  Crawford;  marshal,  C.  P.  Smith;  assessor,  J.  M.  Palmer; 
aldermen,  B.  Winchester,  J.  P.  Williams,  W.  L.  Biggs,  X. 


336 


ANNALS  OK  IOWA. 


[JANUARY, 


S.  Bates,  II.  C.  Nutt,  John  Hummer.  The  opposing  candi- 
dates for  mayor  and  recorder  were  C.  E.  Stone  and  James 
Craig.  All  the  officers  elected,  with  one  or  two  exceptions^ 
were  democrats.  At  the  school  election,  held  on  the  same 
day,  Samuel  Clinton  was  elected  president,  J.  A.  Jackson, 
vice  president,  Joel  Tuttlc,  secretary,  C.  W.  Boyers,  treas- 
urer, and  E.  McBride  and  J.  B.  Lewis,  directors.  Four 
teachers  were  employed  this  year  in  the  city  schools,  and 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  pupils  were  in  attendance  upon 
them.  Toward  the  close  of  the  year  a  high  school  was  or- 
ganized, and  placed  in  charge  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Lininger,  and 
proved  highly  successful. 

April  26,  1861,  "William  W.  Maynard  entered  upon  his 
duties  as  postmaster  of  Council  Bluffs,  to  which  office  he 
had  been  appointed  by  the  president.  He  held  the  office 
for  eight  years. 

The  land  officers  in  Council  Bluffs  were  changed  May 
20th,  when  Frank  Street  became  register,  and  D.  C.  Bloo- 
mer, receiver.  The  former  held  the  office  for  eight  years, 
and  the  latter  is  still  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 

July  13,  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Council  Bluffs  & 
St.  Joseph  Railroad  was  held  in  Council  Bluffs.  The  report 
of  the  board  of  directors  was  quite  encouraging.  It  stated 
that  the  grading  of  the  whole  road  in  Iowa  had  been  put 
under  contract,  and  fully  completed  in  Pottawattamie,  and 
partly  in  Mills,  counties.  Timber  for  twenty-five  thousand 
ties  had  been  delivered.  The  following  board  of  directors 
were  elected;  viz:  J.  A.  Jackson,  J.  T.  Baldwin,  Horace 
Everett,  J.  P.  Casady,  Samuel  Knepper,  Edward  Gilliland, 
W.  C.  Sipple,  and  S.  F.  Nuckolls. 

In  September  the  annual  session  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Conference  for  Western  Iowa  was  held,  for  the  first  time, 
in  Council  Bluffs.  The  occasion  brought  together  a  large 
number  of  clergymen  of  that  denomination,  and  the  people 
generally  freely  opened  their  houses  for  their  accommoda- 
tion. Bishop  Scott  presided  over  the  meetings  of  the  con- 
ference. 
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The  agricultural  fair  was  held  as  usual,  this  month.  It 
was  not,  however,  very  largely  attended.  The  minds  of 
the  people  were  so  much  occupied  with  the  incidents  of 
the  great  war  drama  going  forward  at  the  south,  that  they 
had  little  time  or  leisure  to  give  to  anything  else. 

On  the  night  of  the  9th  of  September  the  Ocean  Wave 
building  was  struck  by  lightning  and  burned  to  the  ground. 
It  had  been  noted  for  many  years,  far  and  wide,  as  the  worst 
liquor  saloon  and  gambling  den  in  this  region,  and  very  few 
were  found  to  mourn  its  loss. 

On  the  12th  of  October  Edward  Chapman,  a  resident  of 
Fremont  county,  was  shot  and  instantly  killed,  on  the  streets 
of  Council  Bluffs,  by  William  Kelsey,  an  officer  in  a  detach- 
ment of  the  first  Nebraska  cavalry,  under  command  of  Cap- 
tain Patrick,  then  on  the  march  through  the  city.  Chap- 
man's wife  had  followed  Kelsey  to  the  city,  and  intended, 
as  supposed  by  the  former,  to  leave  the  state  with  him.  The 
parties  met  on  the  streets  and  an  altercation  ensued,  result- 
ing in  the  shooting  and  death.  A  warrant  was  issued  for 
the  arrest  of  Kelsey,  but  the  sheriff  was  prevented  from 
serving  it  by  the  military  officer  in  command,  and  Kelsey 
left  on  the  following  day  with  his  company.  The  affair 
excited  a  great  deal  of  interest,  and  caused  not  a  little  ex- 
citement at  the  time. 

For  county  officers  this  year  the  democrats  made  no-'Oom- 
inations,  but  a  " people's  ticket"  was  put  in  the  field  and 
generally  supported  by  them.  The  republicans  also  omitted 
to  make  any  formal  nominations,  but  with  the  war  demo- 
crats formed  a  "union  ticket,"  which  proved  successful. 
Gov.  Kirkwood  and  J.  F.  Wilson,  candidates  for  governor 
and  congress,  visited  the  county  and  addressed  the  people 
during  the  canvass.  The  result  of  the  election  on  some  of 
the  principal  officers  was  as  follows  :  Governor — Kirk- 
wood, 405,  Merritt,  189,  Samuels,  186.  Congress  —  Wilson, 
404,  Keal,  359.  Representative— William  W.  Wilson,  461, 
Wm.  Garner,  329.  County  Judge — Jackson,  461,  Crawford, 
329.  Sheriff — J.  P.  Williams,  406,  David  Dunkle,  264. 
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N.  W.  Edwards,  113.  Treasurer— Thomas  Tostevin,  491, 
C.  W.  Boyers,  801.  For  superintendent  of  .schools,  James 
B.  Rue  and  F.  A.  Burke  had  each  396  votes,  but  the  former, 
on  casting  lots,  got  the  office, 

On  the  8th  of  October  the  stables  and  wheat  stacks  of  - 
James  Weston,  of  Kane  township,  were  destroyed  by  fire  in 
the  night  time.  Circumstances  pointed  strongly  to  Miss 
Sylvia  Gardner  as  the  person,  who  had  communicated  the 
lire  to  the  property.  She  was  arrested,  indicted,  and  finally, 
after  a  prolonged  trial,  found  "  not  guilty."  Other  criminal 
trials  growing  out  of  the  affair  succeeded,  and  it  was  several 
years  before  the  names  of  the  parties  connected  with  it  dis- 
appeared from  the  district  court. 

On  the  9th  of  November  Mr.  J.  W.  Morse,  since  so  well 
known  here,  first  made  his  appearance  in  Council  Bluffs. 
He  came  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  for  ex- 
tending a  line  of  telegraph  across  the  state,  and  he  was, 
therefore,  well  received  by  our  citizens.  Only  five  or  six 
weeks  were  necessary  to  complete  the  work,  and  on  the 
18th  of  January,  1862,  a  telegraph  office  was  established  in 
the  city,  and  on  the  28th  of  that  month  the  Nonpareil  began 
the  issue  of  a  daily  edition,  which,  with  a  few  interruptions, 
has  been  continued  to  the  present  time. 

The  commencement  of  the  war  this  year  excited  intense 
interest  in  our  county,  as  elsewhere.  The  sentiments  of  the 
people  were  far  from  unanimous  on  the  subject.  The  county 
had  always  given  a  decided  democratic  majority,  and  beside, 
was  largely  settled  by  emigrants  from  Missouri  and  other 
.  southern  states.  These  latter  especially,  were  unwilling  to 
sanction  a  war  which  seemed  to  them  wholly  unjust  and 
unnecessary.  Col.  Babbitt,  who  conducted  the  Bugle,  had  a 
natural  horror  for  abolitionists,  and  believing  it  to  be  an 
"  abolition  war,"  he  denounced  it  in  unmeasured  terms.  As 
'  early  as  the  6th  of  March,  the  Bugle  contained  an  article,  un- 
der the  head ''  Where  Shall  Iowa  Go,"  which  commenced 
in  these  words:  "Wo  believe  that  the  compact  which 
holds  these  states  together  is  irremediably  broken,  and  the 
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Confederacy  will  be,  before  many  years,  divided  into  four 
Republics."  And  it  then  goes  on  to  argue,  that  Iowa  shall 
cast  its  lot  with  a  Western  Confederacy,  having  its  outlet  to 
the  ocean  by  the  way  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  The  Bugle  did  not  advocate  this  position  long, 
but  insisted  that  the  only  way  to  preserve  the  "  Union  as  it 
Was"  was  through  peaceable  means.  It  denounced  all  in- 
terference with  slave  property,  and  to  the  last  opposed  the 
Emancipation  policy  of  the  president.  But  strong  as  was 
its  opposition  to  the  war,  yet  it  must,  in  justice  to  the  Bugle, 
be  said,  that  its  columns  never  contained  anything  to  dis- 
courage enlistments  in  the  army,  or  throw  any  real  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  the  government,  further  than  a  general  oppo- 
sition to  its  political  course  and  tendencies.  In  looking 
over  its  files  now  before  me,  there  is  nothing  to  show  that 
it  rejoiced  over  Confederate  victories,  or  was  at  all  anxious 
to  spread  before  its  readers  the  record  of  defeats  that  befell 
the  Federal  armies  from  time  to  time.  But  its  denuncia- 
tion of  the  administration  and  its  measures  were  bold,  de- 
cided, and  unremitting  to  the  last. 

On  the  other  hand,  equally  determined  supporters  of  the 
government  were  not  wanting  in  the  county.  The  republi- 
can party  was  unanimous  and  decided  in  sustaining  its  mea- 
sures, and  when  the  first  battle  wa3  fought  at  Sumter,  were 
aroused  to  intense  activity  in  their  efforts.  The  national 
flag  was  cast  to  the  breeze  from  their  offices  and  places  of 
business.  Early  in  the  spring,  when  two  companies  of 
United  States  troops  passed  through  the  town,  the  occasion 
Was  seized  to  tender  them  an  ovation,  and  a  dinner  was 
.given  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  detachment  in  the  larg- 
est hall  in  the  city.  When  the  raising  of  volunteers  for  the 
army  began  the  work  was  aided  in  every  available  way,  and 
no  occasion  was  suffered  to  pass  by  without  some  manifesta- 
tion of  this  feeling.  Nor  were  these  demonstrations  alone 
•confined  to  republicans,  but  a  large  number  of  their  former 
political  opponents,  now  known  as  "war  democrats,"  gave 
them  their  warm  assistance,  and  a  new  party,  known  as  the 
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"Union  party,"  composed  of  the  two  elements,  was  60on 
formed,  which,  at  the  first  opportunity,  was  enabled  to  gaiti 
the  political  control  of  the  county  and  elect  the  county  offi- 
cers and  representative  to  the  general  assembly.  The  first 
collision  between  these  opposing  elements  occurred  at  a 
meeting  called  in  June,  1861,  to  make  preparations  for  the 
celebration  of  the  Fourch  of  July.  At  this  meeting  a  resolu- 
tion was  offered,  inviting  the  citizens  of  the  county  to  unite 
in  a  union  celebration  of  the  national  anniversary.  To  this 
an  amendment  was  offered  by  J.  D.  Test,  to  invite  all  citi- 
zens to  join  in  the  celebration,  leaving  out  the  word 
"union,"  which  it  was  then  said  was  used  in  a  party  sense. 
An  earnest  and  exciting  debate  followed,  the  amendment 
was  rejected,  and  the  original  resolution  adopted.  The 
preparations  then  went  rapidly  forward  for  a  free  barbecue 
and  dinner  for  all.  Col.  Babbitt  as  mayor  of  the  city  wrote 
a  long  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments declining  to  attend  the  celebration  on  account,  as  he 
alleged,  of  its  partisan  character.  He  however,  afterward, 
and  when  a  resolution  had  been  passed  inviting  all  citizens 
who  were  in  favor  of  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  without 
reference  to  the  means  by  which  that  preservation  could  be 
secured,  to  attend,  changed  his  mind,  and  advised  all  per- 
sons to  unite  in  the  exercises.  The  celebration  went  off 
successfully.  The  number  in  attendance  was  very  large, 
and  the  procession,  headed  by  a  detachment  of  military, 
under  Capt.  English,  was,  in  all  respects,  quite  imposing. 
Orations  were  delivered  by  J.  D.  Loekwe-od  and  W.  G. 
Crawford.  The  former  was  a  bold,  outspoken  defence  of 
the  administration  in  carrying  on  the  war,  and  was  received 
with  rounds  of  applause  by  the  audience  assembled.  From 
this  time  forward  the  position  of  parties  and  individuals 
was  well  understood,  and  the  Union  people  of  the  county 
did  not  fail  to  put  forth  their  utmost  efforts  to  uphold  the 
hands  of  the  government.  The  city  of  Council  Bluffs, 
however,  at  the  elections  held  in  1861,  1862,  and  1863  con- 
tinued its  devotion  to  the  democratic  party,  and  elected  its 
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candidates  over  those  of  the  Unionists"  by  considerable  ma- 
jorities. 

The  first  military  company  organized  in  the  county  was 
the  Council  Bluffs  Guards,  consisting  of  about  fifty  mem- 
bers. Its  officers  were  elected  on  the  11th  of  April,  arid 
consisted  of  G.  M.  Dodge,  captain,  John  P.  Hopper  and  C. 
C.  Rice,  lieutenants,  and  Ira  Hoffman  orderly  sergeant.  The 
Council  Bluffs  Union  Cavalry  was  next  organized,  and 
elected  its  officers  on  the  14th  of  the  same  month.  S.  H. 
Craig  was  captain,  J.  T.  Oliver  and  P.  A.  Wheeler,  lieuten- 
ants, and  F.  M.  Davenport,  orderly  sergeant,  of  that  com- 
pany. A  few  weeks  later  the  Council  Bluffs  Flying  Artil- 
lery came  into  existence,  with  about  forty  men  on  its  rolls. 
Samuel  Clinton  was  captain.  In  May,  William  H.  Kins- 
man visited  the  capital  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  arms  and 
accoutrements  for  these  organizations.  He  was  partially 
successful,  and  on  the  6th  of  June  returned,  bringing  with 
him  a  six-pound  brass  piece,  with  a  supply  of  sabers  and 
other  articles  for  the  artillery  company.  It  was  about  mid- 
night when  this  first  real  engine  of  war  arrived  in  town, 
drawn  by  the  horses  of  the  Western  Stage  Company.  Kins- 
man planted  his  cannon  on  Broadway,  in  front  of  a  small 
building  occupied  by  a  German  cigar  maker.  The  discharge 
which  followed  not  only  thoroughly  aroused  the  sleeping 
citizens,  but  smashed  in  the  windows  of  the  honest  German, 
and  brought  him  and  his  wife  to  the  front  in  a  state  of  utter 
amazement  and  bewilderment. 

Steps  were  soon  after  commenced  for  the  enrollment  of  a 
regiment  of  volunteers  in  western  Iowa  for  service  in  the 
Union  armies.  Council  Bluffs  was  designated  as  the  place 
of  rendezvous  for  the  different  companies  composing  it. 
Company  A  was  organized  in  Mills  county,  mainly,  with 
Wm,  A.  English,  captain.  Company  B  was  raised  almost 
entirely  in  Council  Bluffs.  I  find  in  the  adjutant  general's 
report  the  names  of  forty-five  men  and  officers  belonging  to 
it  from  this  county.  Its  officers  were  elected  on  the  third 
of  July,  and  it  went  into  quarters  on  the  tenth  of  the  same 
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ftionth.  S.  II.  Craig  was  captain,  and  P.  A.  Wheeler  Bad 
Win.  II.  Kinsman,  lieutenants.  As  the  company  contained 
so  large  a  number  of  our.  own  citizens,  its  record  through 
the  war  was  watched  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  by  the 
people  of  Pottawatamie  county.  It  was  presented  with  a 
handsome  flag  before  leaving  for  the  field  by  the  ladies  of 
Council  Bluffs.  It  was  commanded  successively  by  Captains 
Craig,  ¥m.  II.  Kinsman,  and  George  E.  Ford.  When  the 
4th  was  reorganized  in  1864  as  a  veteran  regiment,  the  fol- 
lowing named  members  of  company  B  re-enlisted  for  an- 
other term  of  three  years,  or  during  the  war;  viz. :  George 
55.  £*ord,  George  W.Lloyd,  Christian  Weirich,  Henry  Brad - 
shaw,  C.  A.  D.  Clarke,  Lawrence  Doran,  Levi  Jones,  Henry 
C.  Layton,  James  D.  Lewis,  John  W.  ISTesbitt,  Curtis  O'Neil, 
George  W.  Tucker,  Jonathan  West,  Isaac  V.  Maynard.  Of 
the  members  of  this  company,  two  were  killed  in  battle, 
twenty-one  Wounded,  and  four — > Maynard,  Keed,  Jones,  and 
Ennes — were  captured,  and  died  in  prison  at  Andersonville. 
^he  other  companies  of  the  regiment  were  from  the  follow- 
ing counties :  Company  A,  Mills  county ;  company  C, 
Guthrie  county;  company  D,  Decatur  county;  company  E, 
Polk  county  ;  company  F,  Madison  county ;  company  G, 
Ringgold  county ;  compan}T  II,  Adams  county ;  company  I, 
Wayne  county;  company  K,  Page  county.  On  the  9th  of 
July  Col.  G.  M.  Dodge,  who  had  been  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  regiment,  returned  home.  He  was  received  by 
companies  A  and  B  and  the  Council  Bluffs  Flying  Artillery, 
and  escorted  in  handsome  style  to  his  residence,  where  he 
made  a  neat  speech,  thanking  them  for  their  kindness,  and 
complimenting  them  on  their  soldierly  appearance.  A  few 
days  later  the  headquarters  of  the  regiment  was  established 
on  an  elevated  tract  of  land  about  a  mile  and  a  half  south  of 
the  city,  and  named  in  honor  of  the  governor  of  the  state, 
**  Camp  Kirkwood."  This  point  for  the  next  five  or  six 
weeks  became  the  center  of  attraction,  not  only  for  the  resi- 
dents of  Pottawatamie  county,  but  of  all  parts  of  western 
Iowa.    The  camp  was  established  and  maintained  in  true 
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military  style,  and  daily  drills  of  the  met)  kept  Bp.  Col. 
Dodge  was  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  bring  his  pegiment  up 
to  a  high  state  of  efficiency. 

On  the  30th  of  July  a  detachment  of  twenty-five  men 
from  each  of  the  eight  companies  then  in  camp,  together 
with  the  flyings  artillery,  made  a  forced  march  to  the  Mis* 
Bouri  line,  on  a  report  that  the  state  was  about  to  be  invaded 
by  a  large  body  of  "secesh."  No  enemy  was  found,  how- 
ever, and  after  proceeding  as  far  east  as  Page  county,  the 
force  returned  to  camp  tired  and  dusty  with  this  first  taste 
of  the  hard  work  yet  in  store  for  it.  Early  in  August  the 
regiment  left  for  the  south,  and  was  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  on  the  15th 
of  that  month.  It  would  be  a  pleasant  duty  to  trace  tho 
history  of  this  regiment  during  the  war,  but  this  our  limits 
will  not  permit.  It  took  an  active  part  in  the  stirring  battle 
scenes  in  the  west,  "won  immortal  honors"  under  Curtis, 
at  Pea  Ridge,  was  ordered  by  Gen.  Grant  to  inscribe  "  First 
at  Chickasaw  Bayou"  on  its  banner,  was  under  Grant 
through  the  entire  Vicksburg  campaign,  marched  from 
thence  to  Chattanooga,  fought  at  Lookout  Mountain,  Mis^ 
sionary  Ridge,  and  Ringgold,  was  under  Sherman  through 
the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  marched  with  him  to  the  sea, 
and  thence  to  Washington,  and  finally,  after  having. fought 
in  more  than  thirty  battles,  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  at  Louisville,  Ivy.,  on  the  24th  of  July,  1865.  Its 
record  of  casualties  gives  119  killed,  or  died  of  wounds  re- 
ceived in  battle,  240  died  of  disease,  and  309  were  discharged 
for  disability.  In  addition  to  those  in  company  B,  the  4th 
regiment  also  contained  fourteen  men  from  Pottawatamie 
county  enlisted  in  other  companies. 

The  Second  Iowa  Battery  of  Light  Artillery  went  into 
quarters  at  Camp  Ivirkwood  on  the  4th  of  July,  1861,  and 
was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  on  the 
8th  and  31st  of  that  month,  its  last  section  having  left  the 
county  with  two  companies  of  the  4th  infantry  on  the  27th, 
all  under  command  of  Capt.  Craig.    The  officers  of  the  bat- 
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tery  were:  Nelson  T.  Spoor,  captain,  and  Charles  T.  I ^ *  - ^ I 
second  lieutenant,  of  Council  Bluffs;  Joseph  R.  Reed,  of 
Dallas  county,  and  David  Walling,  of*  Cincinnati,  were 
ior  and  junior  first  lieutenants.  Eight  privates  were  in  the 
ranks  from  this  county  when  it  entered  the  service,  and 
eleven  recruits  were  afterward  added  from  Pottawatomie. 
This  battery  did  good  service  during  the  war,  and  was 
finally  discharged  at  Davenport,  August  5,  18G5. 

Company  II  of  the  15th  Iowa  infantry  was  enlisted  at 
Council  Bluffs  in  the  fall  of  1821,  by  D.  B.  Clark.  The 
officers  of  this  company,  elected  in  November,  were  D.  B. 
Clark,  captain,  Stephen  W.  King,  first  lieutenant,  both  of 
Pottawatamie  county,  and  John  A.  Danielson,  of  Harrison 
county,  second  lieutenant.  Twenty -four  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  of  this  company  were  enlisted  in  Potta- 
watamie county.  It  suffered  severely  at  Shiloh,  a  large 
proportion  of  the  officers  and  men  being  either  killed  or 
wounded.  Before  the  battle  closed,  owing  to  the  sickness 
or  disablity  of  all  the  other  officers,  the  command  devolved 
on  Sergeant  Edwards,  who  was  soon  after  commissioned 
captain.  When  the  regiment  was  veteranised  the  following 
men  of  company  H  re-enlisted  for  a  second  term  :  X.  TV". 
Edwards,  E.  W.  Crawley,  Joshua  Gilbert,  A.  Heaghney, 
Otto  C.  Hoffman,  Levi  J.  Laflesh,  TVm.  Moorhead,  Benton 
T.  H.  Marshall,  Frank  K  Martin,  John  D.  Slocum,  Amos 
A.  Van  Winkle,  Joseph  Whaley.  The  record  of  this  com- 
pany shows  four  killed  and  thirty-three  wounded  in  battle. 

During  the  winter  of  1861-2  William  S.  Burke  enlisted 
eighteen  men  in  Pottawatamie  county  for  company  H  of 
the  17th  Iowa  infantry,  of  which  company  he  was  elected 
and  commissioned  first  lieutenant.  Four  men  from  this 
county  were  mustered  in  company  K  of  the  same  regiment. 

John  C.  Lininger,  who  had  previously  been  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Council  Bluffs  raised  twenty-five  men  in  the 
summer  of  1862  for  company  E  of  the  23d  regiment,  of 
which  he  was  afterward  made  captain.  All  were  from  this 
county.    William  H.  Kinsman,  of  Council  Bluffs,  com- 
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missioned  lieutenant  colonel  of  'the  2'k\  regiment  Augu  I 
2, 18G2,  and  colonel  September  19,  1862,  and  commanded 
it  until  stricken  down  while  bravely  leading  his  regiment 
tit 'the  battle  of  Black  River  Bridge.  lie  was  a  man  of  in- 
tlomitable  perseverance  and  energy,  a  true  patriot,  a  vigor- 
ous writer,  and  by  bis  many  sterling  qualities  had  endeared 
himself  to  a  large  circle  of  friends.  His  death,  which  took 
place  on  the  23d  of  May,  1863,  from  wounds  received  in 
battle,  Was  seriously  lamented. 

Joel  Tuttle,  another  young  lawyer,  who  entered  the  ser- 
vice from  Council  Bluffs,  died  of  typhoid  fever,  in  St.  Louis, 
in  May,  18G2.  As  second  lieutenant  and  adjutant  of  the  2d 
Iowa,  be  led  bis  regiment  at  Donelson,  and  also  participated 
With  high  credit  in  the  great  struggle  at  Pittsburg  Landing. 
Spared  on  the  battlefield,  he  yielded  up  his  spirit  to  disease 
while  in  the  service  of  his  country.  His  loss  was  mourned 
by  a  large  circle  of  attached  and  devoted  friends. 

Company  E  of  the  6th  cavalry  was  recruited  mainly  in 
Council  Bluffs,  and  chiefly  through  the  influence  of  William 
(jr.  Crawford,  Esq.,  who  was  prevented,  on  account  of  ill 
health,  from  entering  the  service.  Twenty-five  men  of  this 
company  were  from  this  county.  It  was  commanded  by 
Daniel  F.  Eicheiyof  Council  Bluffs,  during  its  whole  term 
of  service.  Joseph  C.  DeHaven,  of  the  same  place,  was  one 
of  its  lieutenants.  The  company  was  raised  in  the  fall  of 
1862,  and  mustered  into  the  service  in  January,  1863.  Two 
privates  in  company  H  of  this  regiment  were  also  from  Pot- 
tawattamie county.  This  countv  also  furnished  a  number  of 
men  for  other  regiments!  Eor  company  A,  4th  cavalry, 
nine  privates,  enlisted  in  1862,  and  for  company  B  in  th  e 
same  regiment,  one  private.  For  company  A  of  the  9th 
cavalry,  one  private,  and  company  B  same  regiment,  eight 
privates.  In  the  first  Nebraska  cavalry,  two  privates  in 
company  E,  one  in  company  F,  and  four  in  company  G. 

The  twenty-ninth  regiment  rendezvoused  at  Council 
Bluffs  early  in  August,  1862,  and  remained  in  quarters  at 
Camp  Dodge,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  city  until  the  fol- 
•  4 
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lowing  December.  Its  officers  were  \  Thomas  H.  Benton, 
colonel;  William S.  Grimes, surgeon j  William  W.  Wilson, 
quartermaster;  and  Joseph  Lyman,  adjutant;  all  of*  Potta- 
watamie  county;  and  the  other  field  and  staff  officers  were 
nearly  all  from  western  Iowa.  Company  A  of  this  regiment 
contained  one  hundred  and  eight  officers  and  men,  who 
were  residents  of  this  county.  Its  first  officers  were  :  John 
P.  Williams,  captain,  George  A.  Haynes  and  R.  R.  Kirk- 
patnek,  lieutenants.  Captain  Williams  was  sheriff,  but  re- 
signed in  order  to  raise  the  company  and  enter  the- service. 
Ill  health  prevented  his  remaining  with  his  regiment,  and 
he  was  succeeded  in  the  summer  of  18(33  by  C.  V.  Gardner, 
who  filled  the  oflice  until  the  close  of  the  war.  The  reei- 
ment  did  not  leave  Camp  Dodge  until  December,  when  it 
proceeded  down  the  river  to  Helena.  It  took  part  in  sev- 
eral important  engagements,  those  at  Arkansas  Post,  Helena, 
and  Mobile  being  among  the  number.  Its  last  service  was 
performed  in  Texas,  and  it  was  finally  discharged  at  New 
Orleans  on  the  10th  of  August,  1865.  Its  list  of  casualties 
shows  thirty  men  killed  in  battle,  or  died  of  wounds,  two 
hundred  and  fifty-three  died  of  disease,  and  one  hundred 
and  thirty-four  discharged  for  disability. 

Only  one  draft  was  made  in  the  county  during  the  war* 
This  came  off  in  Council  Bluffs,  on  the  5th  of  November, 
1864,  when  sixty  men  were  drawn  from  Kane  township,  four 
from  York,  six  from  Knox,  four  from  James,  four  from 
Walnut  Creek,  four  from  Silver  Creek,  four  from  Macedo- 
nia, two  from  Grove,  eleven  from  Crescent,  ten  from  Rock- 
ford,  and  ten  from  Boomer.  The  drafted  men  were  speedily 
furnished  with  clothing,  and  left  for  the  field  on  the  17th  of 
the  same  month.  They  proceeded  across  the  state  to  Dav- 
enport, thence  to  the  armies  in  the  field.  A  number  were 
assigned  to  duty  in  the  second  and  third  batteries  and  in 
regiments  raised  in  the  western  part  of  the  state.  Very  few 
of  them  were  either  killed,  wounded  or  died  in  the  service, 
and  they  nearly  all  returned  to  their  homes  in  the  following 
year. 
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Caleb  Baldwin,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Council  Bluffs,  acted 
as  aid  to  Gov.  "Kirk  wood  in  theearlydays  of  the  war,  and  it 
was  through  his  prudent. management  that  the  first  volun- 
teers were  enlisted.  lie  was  succeeded  by  Henry  C.  Nutt, 
who  acted  as  aid  both  for  Gov.  Kirkwood  and  Gov.  Stone 
until  the  contest  closed,  and  made  an  active  and  efficient 
officer.  II.  II.  Field  was  provost  marshal  and  deputy  United 
States  marshal  for  the  county,  and  discharged  his  duties 
with  zeal  and  fidelity. 

Although  the  population  of  the  count}-  was  small,  and 
public  feeling  divided  perhaps  more  evenly  than  in  any 
other  in  the  state,  yet  the  patriotic  instincts  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  could  not  he  suppressed.  Every  possible 
effort  was  put  forth  to  aid  the  government  in  its  efforts  to 
maintain  the  Union.  Large  sums  were  voluntarily  raised 
for  the  support  of  the  families  of  volunteers  who  entered 
the  service,  which  was  faithfully  distributed  by  committees 
appointed  for  the  purpose.  The  county  board  of  supervis- 
ors also  made  liberal  appropriations  for  the  same  purpose, 
and  also  bounties  to  those  who  enlisted.  The  ladies  were 
not  behind  the  other  sex  in  their  patriotic  endeavors.  Early 
in  1861  a  soldiers'  aid  society  was  organized?  which  held 
frequent  meetings,  and  did  a  great  deal  of  work  in  fitting 
out  the  companies  of  soldiers  that  left  the  county*  and  sup- 
plying them  with  needed  articles  after  they  entered  the  ser- 
vice. March  22,  1862,  the  soldiers'  aid  society  was  dis- 
solved, and  a  branch  of  the  u  Army  Sanitary  Commission 
for  Iowa"  organized  in  its  place,  which  continued  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  In  1864  a  branch  of  the  Christian 
Commission  was  also  established  in  Council  Bluffs,  and 
these  two  organizations  vied  with  each  other  in  earnest 
efforts  and  liberal  contributions  for  the  br>ys  in  blue  that 
were  so  nobly  fighting  the  battles  of  the  Union  in  the  dis- 
tant battlefields  of  the  south. 

In  January,  1862,  Messrs.  A.  J.  Bump,  from  Kane  town- 
ship, and  John  Hatch,  from  Walnut,  took  their  seats  in  the 
board  of  supervisors,  being  tfye  only  new  members  added 
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tliis  year.  On  the  8th  of  the  same  month  final  payment 
was  made  to  the  Council  Bluffs  &  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Com- 
pany, under  the  forty  thousand  dollar  contract*  An  effort 
was  made  to  sell  1 1  ie  county  .slock  in  this  road,  hut  it  proved 
unsuccessful.  At  the  April  session  the  old  "  Cottonwood 
Jail,"  so  famous  in  the  early  history  of  the  county,  was  or- 
dered to  be  sold,  and  being  purchased  by  the  city  of  Council 
Bluffs,  was  used  for  some  time  as  a  "lock-up." 

The  number  of  persons  of  school  age  reported  this  year 
in  the  county  was  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  of  whom 
five  hundred  and  eighty  were  in  Council  Bluffs.  The  amount 
of  money  paid  from  the  county  treasury  for  support  of 
schools  was  §3,103. 

The  Southern  Kailroad  made  no  progress  this  year.  .  Its 
assets  were  reported  to  the  meeting  of  stockholders  at 
$568,733.35.  J.  S.  Andrews  was  continued  as  agent,  and 
the  old  board  of  directors  were  nearly  all  re-elected  in  duly. 

The  Nonpareil  of  January  25th,  1802,  was  rilled  with  a 
long  advertisement  of  mail  route  letting,  and  also  a  report 
of  the  county  treasurer.  The  editor  told  his  readers  they 
might  not  think  the  contents  very  interesting,  but  he  was  of 
a  decidedly  different  opinion  —  in  fact,  he  regarded  it  as  a 
"_big  thing."  On  the  1st  of  March,  Wm.  S.  Burke  resigned 
his  position  on  the  paper,  to  enter  the  army. 

February  20th,  the  Union  men  had  their  first  jollification 
and  rejoicing  over  the  news  from  the  war,  the  occasion 
being  the  capture  of  Fort  Donelson  and  surrender  of  a  large 
confederate  force. 

March  15th,  the  annual  election  in  Council  Bluffs  occurred, 
at  which  J.  M.  Palmer  was  chosen  mayor;  W.  G.  Crawferd, 
recorder;  C.  P.  Smith,  marshal;  C.  \\r.  Boyers,  treasurer: 
J.  L.  Freeman,  assessor;  and  J.  B.  Rue,  John  Dohany,  II. 
C.  Fredrickson,  L.  W.  Babbitt,  and  J.  B.  Lewis,  aldermen 
—  all  democrats  except  the  last  named.  The  school  officers 
elected  in  Council  Bluffs  the  same  year  were:  Samuel  Clin- 
ton, president;  J.  A.  Jackson,  vice  president  ;  C.  \V.  Boyers, 
treasurer;  J.  S.  Hooton,.  secretary ;  and  J.  B.  Stutsman, 
director. 
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At  this  time  (March,  1862),  the  price  of  wheat  was  quoted 

at  40  to  45  cents  per  bushel ;  corn,  lb  cents;  oatB,  20  cent.-;; 
hogs,  §2.25  to  §2.50  per  hundred;  Hour,  §2.00;  and  corn 
meal,  85  cents.  These  prices  remained  substantially  un- 
changed during  the  year. 

The  Missouri  river  was  again  very  high  this  spring.  Col, 
Test,  Jesse  Williams,  and  Bernhard  Henn  started  in  April 
to  make  the  trip  from  Sioux  City  to  Council  Blurt's,  hut,  on. 
account  of  high  water,  could  get  no  farther  than  Onawa  by 
land.  They  therefore  emharked  at  Decatur  in  a  smaJl  boat, 
in  which,  they  came  down  the  river  to  Council  Bluffs, 
They  described  their  voyage  as  having  heen  perilous  in  the 
extreme,  and  Test  declared  that  nothing  in  the  world  could 
induce  him  again  to  undertake  river  navigation  on  the  MisT 
souri  in  so  frail  a  bark.  For  several  days  the  operations  of 
the. ferry  between  Council  Bluii's  and  Omaha  were  suspended 
inconsequence  of  high  water. 

The  flow  of,  emigration  to  the  west  through  the  county 
this  year  was  very  large,  and  the  merchants  in  Council 
Bluffs  did  a  large  and  profitable  business  in  supplying  the 
emigrants  with  goods.  The  Salmon  river  gold  mines  were- 
just  then  drawing  thousands  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
to  seek  wealth  in  their  auriferous  deposits. 

The  steamer  Florence  arrived  at  Council.  Bluffs  June  9> 
with  nine  hundred '  Mormons  on  board,  all  of  whom  soon 
after  set  out  on  their  long  journey  across  the^plains  for  Salt 
Lake  City. 

In  July,  Captain  Kinsman  returned  home  for  a  few  days, 
and  addressed  the  people  on  the  subject  of  the  war,  in  front 
of  the  Pacific  House.  Other  war  meetings  were  held  about 
the  same  time,  and  zealous  efforts  were  made  to  fill  up  the 
quota  of  troops  required  from  the  county,  so  that  a  draft 
might  not  prove  necessary. 

Horace  Everett  was  appointed  this  summer  to  the  office 
of  collector  of  taxes  for  this  congressional  district,  under  the 
new  internal  revenue  law,  and  F.  A.  Burke  received  the 
place  of  deputy  assessor  for  the  county,  which  fye  continue^} 
to  hold  for  several  years. 
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August  30,  the  Pacific  House  stables  were  Btruck  by 
lightning  and  entirely  burned  down,  together  with  seven 
horses,  a  number  of  cows,  and  several  carriages,  and  other 
contents. 

In  September,  there  was  quite  an  alarm  about  Indian 
depredations  in  the  country  around  and  above  Sioux  City, 
A  public  meeting  to  devise  means  of  defence  was  held  in 
Council  Bluffs,  but  nothing  practical  was  done  by  it.  Three 
companies  of  the  29th  regiment,  then  at  Camp  Dodge, 
together  with  the  artillery  scmad,  marched  north,  and  re- 
mained in  the  vicinity  of  Sioux  City  for  several  day.-,  but 
finding  the  alarm  had  subsided,  returned  home. 

In  November,  W.  W.  Maynard  retired  from  the  Nonpareil, 
and  was  succeeded  by  W.  S.  Burke,  who  had  resigned  bis 
position  in  the  army, 

The  office  of  sheriff  of  the  county  having  become  vacant 
by  the  resignation  of  J.  P.  Williams,  in  September,  Mr. 
Cornelius  Voorhis  wa3  appointed  to  fill  the  post  for  the  un- 
expired term. 

The  political  campaign  was  inaugurated  in  this  county  on 
July  12,  by  the  democrats,  who  on  that  day  held  their  county 
convention,  and  appointed  Samuel  Jacobs,  Jesse  Williams, 
A.  V.  Larimer,  and  William  Garner  delegates  to  the  state 
and  congressional  conventions.  The  resolutions  denounced 
"abolitionism  and  secessionism  as  twin  enemies  of  our 
glorious  Union.''* 

The  republicans  met  on  the  16th,  and  appointed  Thomas 
Tostevin,  Frank  Street,  Thos.  H.  Benton,  L.  W.  Koss,  and  W. 
W.  Maynard  delegates  to  similar  conventions.  Their  resolu- 
tions were  clear  and  decided  in  sustaining  the  national  ad- 
ministration and  the  war. 

Only  one  county  officer  was  elected  this  fall — clerk  of 
the  district  court  —  and  for  this  office  E.  F.  Burdick  and  J. 
S.  Horton  were  independent  candidates. 

September  6th,  J.  A.  Kasson  and  D.  0.  Finch,  opposing 
candidates  for  congress,  held  a  joint  discussion  in  Council 
Bluffs.    C.  G.  Nourse  also  addressed  the  people  of  the 


1873.] 


insTOftY  of  pott  a  watt  a  m  i  B  COUNT*. 


861 


county  during  the  canvass.  The  election,  which  was  held 
October  14,  resulted  as  follows:  Secretary  of  state  —  Wright 
(republican),  347;  Sylvester  (democrat),  882;  for  congi 
man  —  Finch,  384;  Kasson*  348;  district  judge  —  Clinton, 
488;  Day,  246;  clerk  of  the  district  court  —  Burdick,  152} 
Horton,  282. 

The  Rev.  Philip  McMah on  took  up  bis  residence  this  year 
In  Council  Bluffs,  as  the  first  regular  pastor  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  of  St.  Francis  Xavier.  This  church  was 
fortunate  in  securing  at  an  early  day,  mainly  throngh  the 
wise  foresight  of  Dr.  P.  J.  McMahon,  several  valuable  lots, 
for  future  use.  On  these  a  brick  structure  wttS  erected  in 
1859,  which,  was  done  principally  through  the  influence  of 
the  Rev.  Father  Tracy,  a  zealous  missionary  priest,  but  it 
had  been  used  for  a  school  room  and  other  purposes  until 
this  year,  when,  through  the  zeal  of  the  pastor,  seconded  by 
the  liberality  of  his  flock  and  the  citizens  generally,  the 
church  was  plastered  and  prepared  for  occupancy.  It  has 
been  improved  and  enlarged  in  subsequent  years,  and  is  now 
occupied  by  a  large  congregation. 

The  other  pastors  of  churches  in  Council  Bluffs  at  the 
close  of  this  year,  were:  Rev.  J.  II.  Clark,  Presbyterian; 
"Rev.  Harvey  Adams,  Congregational;  Rev.  J.  W.  Todd, 
Methodist ;  and  Rev.  Faber  Byllesby,  Episcopal.  The  con- 
gregation of  this  latter  church  had  finished  their  small  build- 
ing on  Pearl  street  late  in  the  fall,  having  held  a  successful 
fair  and  coucert  to  raise  funds  for  that  purpose. 


[TO  riE  CONTINUED.] 


<AKNALS  OF  70WA. 


HB0OLLE0T10NS  OF  THE  EARLY  SETTLEMENT  OF  NORTH- 
WESTERN IOWA. 


BY  N.   LEVERING,  OF    GREENWOOD,  MO. 


(Continued  from  page  2G9  ) 

DURING  the  winter  of  1863-4,  the  young  men  of  Sioux 
City  organized  a  debating  lyceum  for  mutual  im- 
provement and  the  general  dissemination  of  knowledge, 
many  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  were  quartered  here 
at  the  time  participating,  and  adding  much  to  the  interest 
of  the  society.  The  meetings  were  usually  held  in  the  Old 
School  Presbyterian  Church,  which  was  invariably  crowded 
on  these  occasions  to  its  full  capacity.  Every  alternate 
week  a  lecture  was  delivered  by  some  one  selected  for  that 
special  purpose.  Among  the  many  lectures  delivered  that 
and  the  following  winter  were  some  that  would  have  done 
credit  to  some  of  our  noted  eastern  lecturers,  and  tickled 
the  ears  and  called  forth  the  admiration  of  the  most  fastidi- 
ous. The  genius,  research,  and  profound  ability  displayed 
in  some  of  these  lectures  was  a  source  of  pride  to  our  citi- 
zens. I  regret  that  I  cannot  now  call  to  mind  all  of  the 
different  lecturers  and  their  subjects.  I  will  briefly  notice 
such  as  present  themselves  to  my  mind,  but  not  with  the 
view  of  doing  them  merited  justice,  as  my  inability  pleads 
my  excuse.  Rev.  Stephen  Phelps,  of  the  Old  School  Pres- 
byterian Church,  a  young  man  of  much  promise  and  un- 
questionable ability,  who  was  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyte- 
rian Church  of  Sioux  City,  was  among  the  first  to  lecture  : 
subject,  "  A  Proper  Economy  of  our  Time."  This  clerical 
gentlemen  was  a  forcible,  eloquent,  and  flowery  speaker,  and 
invariably  drew  a  crowded  house,  but  on  this  occasion  the 
audience  was  unusually  large,  and  the  lecture  was  a  grand 
success,  abounding  with  rich  and  wholesome  advice  and  in- 
struction as  to  a  proper  improvement  of  our  time.  Rev. 
- — -  Eddy,  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  lectured  on  "  Poetry," 
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The  subject  was  well  chosen.  The  speaker  was  a  man  of 
line  discriminating  powers  and  flowery  imagination,  was  an 
excellent  reader,  and  his  quotations  were  well  selected,  and 
evinced  a  line  literary  taste.  This  lecture  was  received  in 
a  manner  flattering  to  the  speaker.  J.  0.  C.  Hoskins,  the 
present  popular  postmaster  in  Sioux  City,  delivered  a  lec- 
ture on  "Geology."  Mr.  II.  is  a  thorough  and  polished 
scholar,  and  was  complete  master  of  his  subject.  His  re- 
marks were  full  of  interest  to  lovers  of  this  science.  We 
felt  quite  an  interest  in  the  subject  of  geology,  and  were  more 
benefited  by  that  lecture  than  by  weeks  of  study  from  books. 
Hon.  I.  Pendleton  delivered  one  of  the  finest  lectures  of  the 
season  ;  subject,  "  Thought^"  which  was  handled  in  a  most 
truly  eloquent  manner,  calling  forth  the  admiration  and 
most  flattering  encomiums  of  a  large  and  appreciative  audi- 
ence, whose  minds  were  carried  back  with  that  of  the 
speaker,  to  the  earliest  dawn  of  the  giant  mind  down 
through  the  labyrinths  of  time,  and  along  the  golden  steps 
of  progress,  to  the  present — from  the  depths  of  the  surging 
deep  up  to  revel  in  the  starry-decked  heavens  —  amid  shin- 
ing worlds  and  flying  orbs — dashing  down  through  the 
blue  etnereal,  to  hear  the  rolling  thunder  and  play  with  the 
forked  lightning,  and,  in  its  onward  flight,  descending  into 
the  bowels  of  Mother  Earth,  exploring  her  geological  struc- 
ture, her  glittering  oars  and  fiery  craters  —  thus  embracing 
all  of  that  expansive  field  where  thought  loves  to  roam. 
Hon.  P.  Bliss,  then  a  resident  of  Sioux  City,  delivered  an 
able  lecture  on  "  Natural  Eights."  Judge  B.  was  an  able 
lawyer,  well  skilled  in  legal  lore;  was  a  profound  reasoner 
and  an  able  jurist.  He  was,  at  this  time,  one  of  the  judges 
of  the  United  States  District  Court  in  Dakota,  which  posi- 
tion he  soon  after  resigned,  and  removed  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo., 
where  he  still  resides,  and  has  for  some  years  served  with 
distinction  on  the  bench  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  state. 
I  cannot  well  pass  the  eloquent  lecture  of  John  Currier, 
Esq.,  without  a  brief  notice — subject,  "  Rufus  Choatc."  Mr. 
C.  showed  himself  fully  competent  to  delineate  the  life  and 
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character  of  this  eloquent  and  powerful  orator.  The  lecture 
abounded  with  glowing  eloquence  and  sparkling  wit,  high- 
ly appropriate  to  his  subject.  The  subjects  of  lectures  de- 
livered by  Rev.  Zingley,  W.  L.  Joy,  O.  C.  Treadway, 

and  others,  is  not  now  remembered,  These  gentlemen 
were  Sioux  City's  most  brilliant  literary  characters,  lion. 
M.  K.  Armstrong,  of  Yankton,  I).  T.,  and  the  present  pop- 
ular delegate  in  congress  from  that  territory,  gave  a  most 
interesting  lecture  —  his  theme,  "  Footprints  of  the  North- 
west" This  lecture  was  elaborately  prepared  and  well 
delivered.  Mr.  A.  was  a  young  man  of  no  ordinary  ability, 
was  an  able  and  vigorous  writer,  was  the  prime  mover  in 
founding  the  Historical  Society  of  Dakota  Territory,  and 
served  as  its  corresponding  secretary  for  several  years.  He 
is  now  serving  his  second  term  in  congress  as  delegate. 
Rev.  S.  Aughey,  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Dakota 
City,  Nebraska,  favored  the  society  with  a  lecture,  which 
was  a  grand  success  as  a  literary  effort ;  subject,  "  The  Schol- 
ar's Work."  The  literary  ability  of  this  gentleman  gave 
him  an  enviable  notoriety  as  a  lecturer. 

In  December,  1863,  soon  after  Gen.  Sully  had  established 
his  headquarters  at  Sioux  City  for  the  winter,  Lieut.  A. 
Levering,  his  aid-de-camp,  died.  In  the  death  of  this  officer 
Gen.  Sully  sustained  a  great  loss.  He  repeatedly  said  that 
it  was  the  severest  blow  that  had  ever  befallen  him  during 
his  military  career.  He  regarded  the  lieutenant  as  one  of 
the  most  accurate  and  thorough  business  men  that  it  ever 
had  been  his  pleasure  to  meet.  The  funeral  services  took 
place  at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Rev.  Stephen 
Phelps,  officiating,  who  paid  a  merited  tribute  to  the  many 
virtues  of  the  gallant  dead,  and  eloquently  eulogized  his 
character  as  a  brave  and  gallant  soldier.  He  was  buried  at 
the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Sixth  streets.  The  following  obit- 
uary was  written  by  Capt.  King,  a  brother  staff  officer,  and 
appeared  in  the  Sioux  City  journals :  — 

"Died. —  In  this  city,  on  the  15th  instant,  of  congestion 
of  the  lungs,  Andrew  Levering,   of  company   C,  First 
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Minnesota  Volunteers,  and  aid-de-camp  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Sully,  commanding  district  of  Iowa,  aged  thirty-four 

years.  Lieutenant  Levering  was  the  first  man  that 
enlisted  in  the  defence  of  the  Union  under  the  first  call  of 
the  president  for  volunteers,  lie  enlisted  on  the  16th  day 
of  April,  1861,  as  a  private  in  the  First  Minnesota  Volun- 
teers, lie  was  present  and  took  an  aetive  part  in  the  battle 
of  Bull  Run,  July  21,  1861,  and  all  the  battles  of  the  army 
of  the  Potomac  up  to  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg.  He  was 
promoted  lieutenant  in  April  last,  and  immediately  placed 
on  duty  on  the  staff  of  Brigadier  General  Sully,  lie  was  a 
gentleman  in  every  sense  of  the  term.  'He  was  kind  and 
courteous  to  those  under  him,  and  his  high  sense  of  honor 
and  unflinching  attention  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  won 
for  him  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  superiors.  Among 
his  brother  officers  he  was  respected  and  beloved  for  his 
genial  and  social  qualities,  and  strict  integrity  and  gentleman- 
ly deportment  gained  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who 
knew^  him." 

Lieutenant  Levering  was  born  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
Pa.  Graduated  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1846. 
Some  years  after  he  removed  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  banking  and  real  estate  business,  which  he 
followed  until  he  enlisted  as  above  stated.  It  is  claimed  by 
Gen.  Sully,  Capt.  King,  and  others,  that  he  was  the  very 
first  man  in  the  United  States  to  enlist  in  defense  of  his 
country  when  insult  was  offered  her  glorious  stars  and 
stripes,  the  insignia  of  American  freedom,  and  the  thunder- 
ings  of  war  threatened  the  demolition  of  her  institutions. 
He  was  prompted  by  no  other  or  higheWmotive  than  that  of 
pure  patriotism,  as  he  gave  up  the  peaceful  walks  of  life  and 
a  lucrative  business  for  the  hardships  and  perils  of  the 
camp  and  field,  and  meagre  pay  of  a  private  soldier.  He 
asked  no  higher  commission  than  to  carry  a  musket,  and 
when  promoted,  it  was  without  any  solicitation  on  his  part. 
Pure  patriotism  has  its  reward  —  the  names  of  its  heroes 
are  wreathed  in  a  garland  of  glory  that  will  last  until  the 
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extreme  verge  of  lime.  About  the  middle  of  January  fol- 
lowing his  death,  hie  remains  were  disinterred  and  forward- 
ed to  his  friends  in  Philadelphia,  where  they  were  re- 
entombed  in  the  Koxborough  Baptist  Church  cemetery, 
where  a  large  number  of  his  relatives  rest,  and  where  lie 
had  expressed  a  desire,  a  short  time  previous  to  his  death, 
to  be  buried.  There  rests  the  true  patriot  and  brave  sol- 
dier. 

Soon  after  Lieutenant  Levering's  death,  Gen.  Sully  took 
up  his  headquarters,  temporarily,  at  Davenport,  where  he 
remained  until  spring.  The  General,  when  in  full  uniform, 
was  a  line  looking  officer,  and  of  a  very  commanding  ap- 
pearance, but  when  not  in  uniform,  his  appearance  was  that 
of  an  ordinary  and  common  person,  and  he  was  frequently 
taken  by  strangers  for  a  private  soldier,  or  a  laborer  in  sol- 
dier habiliments.  Soon  after  his  arrival  at  Davenport,  the 
General  substituted  a  blouse  for  the  starry  coat,  his  hat  was 
rather  dilapidated,  and,  like  the  balance  of  his  apparel,  there 
was  no  insignia  upon  it  to  indicate  his  military  position. 
Thus  attired,  he  strolled  through  the  streets  of  the  city  un- 
attended. He  met  with  a  rough  and  uncouth  fellow,  who 
doubtless  had  been  revelling  with  Bacchus,  and  who  mistook 
the  General  for  some  ordinary  person,  and  accosted  him  in 
a  very  uncouth  and  insulting  manner.  The  General, 
though  a  kind-hearted  and  social  gentleman,  was  always 
quick  to  resent  an  insult.  Fighting  was  his  business  —  he 
could  count  his  battles  by  the  score,  and  was  not  very  easily 
bluffed  —  and  quickly  placing  himself  in  battle  array,  he 
planted  his  battery  of  bones  between  the  enemy's  optics, 
and  sent  him  on  a  double-quick  sprawling  into  the  street. 
The  General  stopped  for  a  moment  to  survey  the  field,  and, 
apparently  satisfied  with  the  victory,  quietly  trudged  along. 
The  enemy,  recovering  his  position,  with  the  claret  flowing 
profusely  from  his  proboscis,  he  roared  out:  u  Who  the 
h— lis  that?"  When  told  that  it  was  General  Sully,  he 
quietly  collapsed  into  silence,  thinking  that  he  had  caught  a 

Tartar. 
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Early  in  June,  1864,  Gen.  Sully;  at  the  head  of  2,500 
cavalry  troops,  left  Sioux  City  on  hie  second  campaign 
against  the  hostile  Indians  in  Dakota  territory.  Small  de- 
tachments of  troops  were  left  to  garrison  the  different  points 
in  northwestern  Iowa  and  southern  Dakota,  but  notwith- 
standing all  this  military  precaution  the  Indians  would  Bteal 
into  the  settlements  and  commit  depredations,  and  in  some 
cases  murder  whole  families.  It  was  the  latter  part  of*. Tunc  or 
first  of  July  that  the  Fort  Randal  and  Sioux  City  stage,  when 
en  route  for  the  latter  place,  was  attacked  near  Plum  Creek, 
Dakota  territory,  by  Indians,  who  were  secreted  behind  a 
small  plum  thicket  in  proximity  to  the  road.  There  were  two 
passengers  and  the  United  States  mail  in  the  coach.  Sar- 
geant  Teas,  of  the  Iowa  6th  regiment,  who  had  been  detailed 
on  duty  in  the  quartermaster's  department  at  Fort  Randal, 
and  Mr.  Brenigher,  a  half-breed.  Sergeant  Teas  was  sitting 
on  the  front  seat  of  the  coach  with  the  driver,  and  Brenigher 
on  the  back  seat.  There  were  but  two  Indians  engaged  in  this 
murder.  At  the  firing  Sargeant  Teas  fell  forward  against 
the  dash-board,  and  expired  almost  instantly,  having  been 
shot  through  the  heart.  The  driver  leaped  from  his  seat  and 
escaped  unharmed.  Brenigher  made  an  attempt  to  escape, 
but  before  he  could  get  out  the  Indians  were  upon  him. 
They  at  once  recognized  him,  and  told  him  to  sit  still  and 
they  would  not  hurt  him — a  proposition  that  he  was  not 
slow  in  accepting.  The  savages  then  proceeded  to  rifle  the 
baggage,  taking  such  articles  as  they  wished.  They  took 
the  mail,  and  without  waiting  to  distribute  it,  threw  the 
sacks  upon  the  horses,  which  they  mounted,  and  gave  Mr. 
Brenigher  his  orders  not  to  stir  from  his  seat  until  they 
were  out  of  sight  or  they  would  return  and  kill  him ;  leav- 
ing him  in  possession  of  the  coach  they  fled.  The  driver 
made  his  way  to  Vermilion,  which  place  was  at  that  time  gar- 
risoned by  a  company  of  Dakota  cavalry  under  command  of 
Captain  Trip,  who,  with  a  small  detachment,  started  in  pur- 
suit, trailing  them  for  several  miles  by  the  mail  matter  that 
they  had  distributed  in  their  flight    The  troops  soon  fuond 
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that  pursuit  was  fruitless  and  returned.  Captain  Trip's  com- 
pany was  mostly  made  up  of  Iowa  men  Who  went  into 
Dakota  and  enlisted.  Captain  Miner,  of  Vermilion,  Dakota 
territory,  also  commanded  a  company  of*  Dakota  cavalry, 
which  garrisoned  Sioux  Falls.  It  was  soon  after  be  was 
ordered  to  that  place  (if  I  mistake  not)  when  the  compan  y, 
on  its  way  to  that  point,  encountered  a  small  hand  of  In- 
dians somewhere  between  V ermilion  and  the  falls.  The  fight 
was  sharp  and  desperate  while  it  lasted,  which  was  hut  for  a 
few  minutes.  The  troops  sustained  no  loss,  some  two  or 
three  Indians  were  killed,  one  of  whom  Captain  Miner 
strung  upon  his  sword,  running  it  through  his  body.  In 

the  latter  part  of  July  or  first  of  August,  Judge  and 

eon,  who  resided  at  Sioux  Falls,  were  about  one  and  one-half 
miles  out  from  the  town,  making  hay  on  the  prairie,  when 
they  were  surprised  and  butchered  by  Indians,  who  were 
lurking  in  the  vicinity.  JSTot  returning  in  the  evening  their 
friends  became  apprehensive  of  danger,  and  a  detachment  of 
soldiers  was  at  once  despatched  to  the  place  where  they  had 
been  at  work;  the  result  was  soon  known, — father  and  sou 
were  found  cruelly  murdered.  The  next  day  while  the 
soldiers  were  in  the  act  of  burying  the  dead  near  where 
"they  had  been  killed,  their  horses  were  left  some  rods  from 
the  graves,  in  charge  of  a  few  men  detailed  for  that  purpose, 
whose  attention  was  drawn  toward  their  comrads,  who  were 
in  the  act  of  lowering  the  coffins  into  their  final  resting 
places,  when  some  of  the  men  at  the  graves  looked  to- 
ward the  horses,  when,  to  their  utter  astonishment,  they  be- 
held a  party  of  Indians  beyond  them,  and  running  at 
the  top  of  their  speed  toward  the  horses,  which  were  about 
an  equal  distance  from  both  parties.  Captain  Miner  now 
thought  "let  the  dead  bury  the  dead,"  and  ordered  his  men 
on  a  double-quick  for  their  horses.  The  order  was  obeyed 
with  alacrity,  the  men  at  every  jump,  no  doubt,  thinking  "a 
horse,  a  horse,  my  -kingdom  for  a  horse."  The  soldiers 
were  a  little  too  fleet  for  the  red  hounds,  who,  on  seeing 
themselves  beaten  at  their  own  game,  faced  about  and  fell 
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back  as  swiftly  as  tlioir  red  limbs  could  carry  them.  The 
men  regaining  their  horses  quickly  mounted  and  dashed  off 
after  the  red  miscreants,  who,  finding  themselves  closely 
pressed,  resorted  to  a  strntegetic  movement,  which  would 
have  done  credit  to  the  most  entity  military  character. 
They  headed  for  the  swampy  sloughs,  over  which  they 
bounded  like  antelopes;  their  pursuers  came  up  on  the  run, 
and  their  horses  leaping  into  the  mire,  they  found  themselves 
temporarily  fixed  institutions,  while  the  red  villians  made 
good  their  escape. 

On  the  23d  day  of  July,  1864,  the  ever  memorable  grass- 
hopper raid  began  in  northwestern  Iowa  and  southern 
Dakota.  Myriads  of  these  winged  miscreants  put  in  an  ap- 
pearance at  Sioux  City.  They  were  as  thick  and  pestiferous 
in  numbers  as  the  creeping  lice  and  slimy  frogs  were  in 
Egypt,  in  the  days  of  God's  judgment.  So  thick  were  the 
clouds  of  these  little  invaders  that  the  sun  was  at  times 
darkened  ;  houses,  fences,  trees,  &c,  were  literally  covered 
with  these  little  pests,  and,  in  fact,  the  whole  face  of  the 
earth  ;  where  they  struck  the  houses  they  fell  down  in  piles 
from  one  to  twTo  feet  in  depth.  Mrs.  A.  Groniger  can 
testify  to  the  truth  of  this  statement.  At  the  time  of  their 
arrival  she  was  making  some  calls  on  her  lady  friends.  When 
she  returned  to  her  house  she  found  a  conglomerated 
mass  of  these  little  hopping  invaders  who  had  hopped  in  her 
way,  but  wTere  not  willing  to  hop  out  again  ;  whereupon  she 
notified  her  husband  of  the  barrier  that  lay  at  their  door, 
who  promptly  appeared  with  shovel  in  hand,  which  he  applied 
most  vigorously,  and  soon  excavated  his  way  into  his  domi- 
cile. Gardens  looked  promising,  and  each  family  felt  that 
their  wants  in  the  culinary  department  from  this  source 
would  be  amply  supplied,  but,  in  about  three  hours  after 
these  little  ravenous  intruders  entered  the  city,  our  fondest 
hopes  in  this  direction  were  cut  as  short  as  the  luxurious 
vegetation  that  was  swept  away  like  snow  before  the  sun  ; 
within  three  hours  not  a  vestige  of  vegetation  that  peered 
above  the  ground  was  to  be  seen,  except  squash  vines, 
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which  alone  wore  left  to  wind  their  way.  Hundreds  of 
acres  of  luxurious  corn,  w  hose  rustling  leaves  inspired  the 
poor  settler  with  hope,  were;  in  a  few  hours  swept  away.  Tbifl 
was  very  disheartening.  Many  of  the  settlers  remover]  their 
families  to  the  states,  where  they  Spent  the  winter,  fend  re- 
turned in  the  spring,  while  others  were  so  disheartened  that 
they  never  returned.  The  Indians  who  lived  in  the  de- 
vasted  district  felt  their  loss  keenly  ;  when  they  viewed  their 
desolated  fields  the  most  pitiful  and  touching  waitings  went 
up  from  every  camp  tire  to  the  Great  Spirit,  who  they  thought 
'was  very  angry  with  his  red  children. 

Charles  P.  Booge,  at  the  time  of  this  raid,  owned  and  re- 
sided on  what  was  known  as  the  Cottage  Hill  farm,  which 
adjoined  North  Sioux  City  on  the  northwest.  He  had  about 
forty  acres  of  very  tine  corn  completely  demolished  by  these 
little  gormandizers.  Now  Charley  was  a  magnanimous 
man,  on  the  broad  gauge  style,  and  had  a  heart  in  him  as 
big  as  a  bullock,  and  was  always  liberal  in  bestowing  honor 
wherever  it  was  deserving,  even  upon  the  little  grasshopper. 
He  had  at  this  time  a  store  in  Sioux  City,  on  the  corner  of 
Third  and  Pearl  streets.  Charley  concluded  to  commemo- 
rate the  advent  of  the  grasshopper  family,  and  being  some- 
thing of  a  suigeneris,  he  took  his  own  way  for  it.  lie  cm- 
ployed  G.  I\.  McDougal  (who  was  quite  a  genius)  to  paint 
him  a  sign  for  his  store,  that  the  public  might  know  where 
he  held  forth.  In  due  time  the  sign  appeared  over  Charley's 
store  door  Mc.  executed  the  work  in  strict  compliance 
with  the  directions  of  the  proprietor.  It  was  painted  on 
canvas  about  four  by  six  feet  On  it  was  represented  a  huge 
grasshopper,  covering  nearly  the  whole  sign.  In  front  of 
this  hopping  monster  was  a  hunter  of  diminutive  size  com- 
pared with  the  grasshopper,  who  had  his  enormous  right 
foot  raised  as  if  to  rake  the  hunter  in,  who  had  thrown  away 
his  gun,  and  was  making  rapid  strides  for  dear  life,  while  his 
dog,  with  tail  tucked  between  his  legs,  was  at  the  top  of  his 
speed,  and,  like  his  master,  the  picture  of  a  big  scare.  The 
work  was  well  executed,  and  attracted  much  attention,  especi- 
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ally  of  Btranges,  who  would  often  inquire  of  Charley  what  it 
meant,  when  they  were  told  that  that  grasshopper  w;u  to 
represent  the  father  of  all  grasshoppers.  His  store  was 
known  as  the  grasshopper  store. 

It  was  during  General  Sully's  campaign  of  the  summer  of 
1864  that  Fort  Rico  was  erected  and  garrisoned  by  the 
forces  under  Generals  Sully  and  Sibley.  During  this  expe- 
dition the  Indians  kept  at  a  safe  distance,  as  the  drubbing 
that  they  had  received  the  previous  year  at  Whitestone  Hills 
was  fresh  in  their  memory.  A  few  small  bands,  however, 
followed  the  expedition  at  a  safe  distance  for  the  purpose  of 
plunder,  stampeding  horses, and  picking  off  straggling  sol- 
diers, and  when  attacked  would  take  shelter  in  the  ravines, 
winch  were  inaccessible  to  our  troops,  but  were  not  to  shot 
and  shells,  which  they  found  disagreeable,  and  regarded 
with  fear.  "Me  puclc-a-chee  (run),  me  no  like  rotten  shot," 
they  would  say.  It  was  said  that  a  detachment  of  soldiers 
en  route  from  Fort  Clark  to  Fort  Berthold,  while  passing 
the  side  of  a  mountain,  were  attacked  by  Indians  from  a 
ravine  below.  The  only  field  piece  of  ordnance  they 
carried  was  a  small  mountain  howitzer,  which  they  packed 
on  a  mule,  which  they  made  a  breastwork  of;  laying  the 
howitzer  across  the  back  of  his  muleship,  they  poured  a 
volley  of  shot  into  the  red  scalawags.  The  concussion  was 
so  great  that  it  caused  the  mule  to  loose  his  balance,  and 
he  went  whirling  down  the  mountain  toward  the  enemy, 
who*  on  seeing  this  kind  of  ammunition,  brought  their  loco- 
motive powers  into  full  requisition.  One  of  these  Indians 
was  afterwards  heard  to  say,  "Injin  no  like  big  gun,  big  gun 
eeach-e-do  (very  bad)  when  it  shoots  whole  jackass  at  In- 
jin." 

(to  be  continued.) 
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INCIDENTS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  E  A  ELY  SETTLEMENT  OF 
MAKION  COUNTY. 


OST  noted  among  the  notoriously  distinguished  per- 


X^JL  sons  who  settled  in  the  neighborhood  of  Red  Rock 
village,  at  an  early  date,  were  William  Blankenship  and  a 
family  named  Williams,  with  whom  the  former  was  con- 
nected by  marriage.  Of  "  Old  Blank.,"  as  he  wa3  general- 
ly called,  we  knew  but  little  previously  to  his  advent  into 
this  neighborhood.  He  moved  from  Illinois,  and  first  set- 
tled in  Iowa  near  Burlington  when  that  place  was  in  its  in- 
fancy. Here  he  had  a  claim,  and  quarreled  with  other 
settlers.  Afterwards  he  made  claims  near  Fairfield,  and 
there,  in  consequence  of  his  belligerent  character,  he  be- 
came a  marked  man;  and  the  peculiarity  of  the  mark  that 
distinguished  him  from  all  other  men  was  suggestive  of  the 
name  by  which  he  was  most  familiarly  known.  Having 
gotten  into  a  quarrel  with  a  man  about  a  claim — as  he  never 
failed  to  do  upon  the  least  provocation,  or  no  provocation — 
he  challenged  his  opponent  to  a  fist-fight,  stipulating  that 
"to  the  victor  belonged  the  spoils."  Old  Blank,  had  been 
the  victor  in  so  many  contests  of  this  kind,  that  he  had  be- 
gun to  deem  himself  invincible.  But  in  this  instance  the 
battle  went  sorely  against  him,  and  he  came  out  of  it  so 
much  demoralized  in  feature,  that  it  remains  a  distinguish- 
ing mark  to  this  day.  He  might  have  been  more  fortunate 
but  for  his  stubborn  neglect  to  cry  '•enough,"  when  he  was 
whipped.  Being  the  "under  dog"  in  the  light,  it  was  sup- 
posed he  would  surrender  like  a  man.  But  this  he  failed  to 
do,  and  in  order  to  bring  him  to  terms,  the  "upper  dog" 
took  a  slice  out  of  the  side  of  his  nose,  in  real  dog  fashion. 
This  had  the  desired  effect.  Blank,  cried  "enough,"  got 
up,  and  said,  "The  claim  is  yours,  sir,"  and  walked  away, 
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without  uttering  another  word.  Blank,  afterwards  moved 
to  this  county,  and  settled  on  the  north  side  of  the  Dea 
Moines  river,  a  short  distance  below  Red  Rock  village. 
Here  he  manifested  so  much  of  the  character  of  a  desperado 
that  he  was  not  only  a  pest,  but  the  dread  of  many  peace- 
able citizens.  A  few  anecdotes  may  here  be  introduced  to 
illustrate  this  fact:  In  person,  old  Blank,  was  tall  and  lean, 
with  thin,  sharp  features,  the  nose  being  especially  so  from 
having  been  sliced.  Ordinarily,  or  when  so  disposed,  he 
could  behave  like  a  gentleman,  but  the  least  offense  would 
rouse  him  to  a  demoniac  ugliness,  and  make  him  a  danger- 
ous customer  to  deal  with.  Having  had  a  claim  quarrel 
with  a  man  named.  Alley,  who  owned  a  saw  mill  a  short 
distance  above  Red  Rock,  he  sought  in  a  cowardly  way  to 
take  revenge  upon  his  enemy.  One  night,  while  Alley  and 
his  son,  and  another  man,  were  at  work  in  the  mill,  several 
shots  were  fired  at  them  from  across  the  river,  some  of 
which  came  so  near  them  as  to  almost  extinguish  their 
lights,  at  which  they  deemed  it  unsafe  to  remain.  At  an- 
other time,  Mr.  Alley  was  there  alone  repairing  his  dam. 
Being  below  the  dam,  a  slight  noise  caused  him  to  look  up, 
when  he  saw  Blank,  standing  on  the  bank,  taking  deliber- 
ate aim  at  him  with  his  rifle.  The  hammer  of  the  weapon 
was  set,  and  the  savage  expression  that  darkened  the  face 
of  the  marksman  certainly  indicated  that  he  meant  no  sport. 
For  some  reason,  however,  on  being  discovered  by  his  in- 
tended victim,  he  instantly  desisted  from  his  murderous 
purpose.  Not  a  word  was  uttered  by  either  party,  and 
Blank,  disappeared  in  a  moment.  Afterwards,  on  being 
asked  by  another  person  if  he  really  meant  to  shoot  Alley, 
he  replied  that  if  the  latter  had  not  looked  up,  he  would 
never  have  known  what  hurt  him.  At  another  time  he  had 
a  feud  with  a  man  named  Johnson,  who  lived  near  him,  in 
relation  to  some  stock.  Johnson  had  a  number  of  bee- 
hives. One  morning  he  found  them  robbed  and  destroyed, 
a  valuable  grindstone  chipped  to  pieces,  and  a  number  of 
fowls  killed.    This  was  certainly  exasperating,  and  the  in- 
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jured  man  know  he  had  do  enemy  capable  of  doing  bin 
auoh  mischief  except  Blankensbip,  and  he  immediately  had 

a  Warrant  issued  for  his  arrest.  The  missive  was  put  into 
the  hands  of  J.  II.  Miksell,  wlio  went  to  serve  it  next  morn- 
ing before  daylight,  lie  found  Blank,  and  hifl  family  in 
bed,  and  also  Mat  Williams,  one  of  his  brothers-in-law. 
Blank.  kindJy  invited  his  visitor  to  take  a  seat,  upon  doing 
which,  the  latter,  by  way  of  introducing  the  object  of  his 
visit,  said  :  — 

"  What's  the  matter  with  this  chair?  —  it  appears  to  have 
been  smeared  with  honey,  or  something  else  that  makes  it 
sticky." 

"  That's  what  it  is,"  readily  answered  Blank.  "  .Mat  and 
I  took  a  fine  bee-tree  yesterday." 

"  But  this  tastes  like  tame  honey,"  returned  the  officer, 
pretending  to  lick  his  fingers.  "It  tastes  like  Johnson's 
honey  —  in  fact,  I  think  it  is  Johnson's  honey,  and  I  am 
here  to  notify  you  to  appear  for  trial  at  the  office  of  Robert 
D.  Russell,"  &c,  &c. 

"  I'll  be  there  without  fail,"  said  the  irate  Blank.;  "  but  I 
notify  Mr.  Johnson,  that  if  he  appears  against  me,  I'll  kill 
him." 

"This  threat  was  soon  conveyed  to  Johnson,  and  he,  well 
knowing  the  danger  of  disregarding  it,  failed  to  appear,  and 
the  case  was  dismissed.  Such  being  the  dread  of  coming 
in  conflict  with  this  man,  that  one  could  sutler  the  whole- 
sale destruction  of  his  property  and  let  the  villain  go  un- 
punished. 

An  amusing  instance  of  Blank.'s  pugilistic  character  was 
related  to  me  by  his  brother-in-law,  Mat  Williams,  who  was 
his  opposing  party  in  the  little  entertainment.  He  and  Mat 
had  a  difference  in  relation  to  a  claim,  both  claiming  it;  so, 
according  to  the  prevailing  custom  among  such  roughs, 
they  mutually  agreed  to  arbitrate  it  by  a  tight.  The  time 
and  place  having  been  agreed  upon,  and  seconds  chosen  to 
witness  the  affair  and  see  fair  play,  the  principals  immedi- 
ately set  about  preparing  for  the  occasion.  Important 
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among  the  items  of  preparation  were  to  let  the  finger-nails 
grow  long  and  shave  their  heads,  These  were  to  facilitate 
scratching  and  prevent  hair  pulling.  Then,  when  the  day 
of  conflict  arrived,  caeh  peppered  his  finger-nails  and 
greased  his  body.  These  were  to  give  as  much  effect  as 
possible  to  the  scratching  and  prevent  as  much  scratching  as 
possible.  The  day  of  battle  was  a  cold,  frosty  one,  and  a 
sharp  breeze  made  itself  felt  intensely.  But  the  affair  was 
too  important  to  be  postponed  on  account  of  weather,  so  the 
parties  repaired  to  the  designated  spot  in  the  thick  woods, 
south  of  the  river  from  Red  Rock,  where  the  seconds  had 
preceded  them  and  made  a  log-heap  fire.  Here  the  fighters 
met,  and  immediately  made  the  final  preparation,  which  was 
to  strip  themselves  of  all  clothing,  probably  in  order  to  pre- 
vent it  from  being  torn  or  soiled.  Now,  all  that  was  lack- 
ing was  to  begin  the  fight,  and,  once  begun,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  it  would  have  been  one  worth  seeing.  But  each 
combatant  seemed  disposed  to  await  the  other's  attack,  and 
so  they  continued  to  wait  upon  each  other,  all  the  while 
bantering  and  disputing  about  matters  that  the  light  alone 
was  intended  to  settle,  till  the  breeze  had  settled  their  fight- 
ing temperature  down  to  zero,  when  they  concluded  to  com- 
promise, put  on  their  duds,  and  ran  home  to  get  warm. 

At  one  time,  during  the  early  part  of  his  residence  here, 
Blank.'s  circumstances  were  so  limited  that  his  family  sub- 
sisted on  slippery  elm  bark  fried  in  deer's  tallow.  In  due 
time,  however,  he  accumulated  some  live  stock,  and  took  a 
small  drove  of  cattle  to  California,  where  he  still  lives.  On 
the  way  there,  in  1849  or  1850,  his  propensity  for  shooting  peo- 
ple came  very  near  resulting  in  an  end  to  his  own  career. 
In  a  quarrel  with  a  young  man  about  some  cattle,  he  shot 
him  dead,  was  arrested,  and  sentenced  to  be  hung.  In  the 
absence  of  a  tree  or  any  other  substitute  for  a  gallows,  a 
wagon  tongue  was  elevated,  and  a  rope  prepared  to  suspend 
him  from  the  end  of  it.  Here,  however,  through  the  influ- 
ence of  money,  aided  by  his  few  friends,  his  case  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  authorities  of  Utah,  and  he  finally  es- 
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caped  a  just  atonement  for  his  wicked  life.  It  is  said  that 
he  accumulated  an  estate  in  California  worth  more  than  a 
million  of  dollars;  but  this  may  not  be  true,  as  a  late  and 
authentic  report  informs  us  that  he  is  under  arrest  for  burg- 
lary. 

During  the  early  settlement  of  the  county,  a  family  named 
Bell  lived  in  the  neighborhood  of  Red  Rock,  consisting  of 
the  father  and  two  or  three  sons.  A  great  deal  of  petty 
pilfering  was  being  done  at  this  time,  and  the  Bells  were  not 
alone  suspicious.  Hogs  were  missing,  and  a  man  named 
Flanders  had  lost  an  ox  that  he  had  spent  much  time  in  vain 
search  for.  But  he  who  experienced  the  most  serious  loss  by 
these  lawless  transactions,  was  'Squire  Russell.  He  lived 
quite  near  the  village  of  Red  Rock,  and  had  three  fat  hogs 
in  a  pen  near  his  house,  intending  them  for  his  own  use. 
One  morning  he  found  them  absent,  evidently  having  been 
driven  away  by  some  person  or  persons.  The  loss  was  truly 
aggravating,  and  the  'Squire  determined  to  recover  his  pro- 
perty, if  possible,  by  legal  process.  So  he  issued  a  search 
warrant,  and,  with  one  or  two  others,  went  to  see  it  executed. 
To  the  Bells  they  went,  as  the  place  most  likely  to  be  the 
hiding  place  of  the  missing  porkers.  A  strict  search  of  the 
surrounding  premises  revealed  no  evidence  of  their  presence 
there,  dead  or  alive  ;  and  it  was  decided  to  give  the  in- 
terior of  the  cabin  an  overhauling  before  leaving  the  place. 
Here,  however,  as  elsewhere,  no  signs  were  visible  at  a  first 
glance  ;  but  a  pile  of  corn  in  one  corner  of  the  room  looked 
suspicious  enough  to  justify  an  invasion  of  its  interior. 
And  to  the  delight  of  the  'Squire  the  search  revealed  three 
dressed  hogs,  minus  the  heads.  Here  the  owner  was  non- 
plussed again,  for  he  could  not  prove  his  property  without 
the  ear-marks,  and,  of  course,  the  ears  were  with  the  heads. 
But  it  was  hoped  the  heads  could  be  found,  and  the  search- 
ers went  out  to  make  a  tour  of  the  surrounding  premises  in 
quest  of  the  important  testimony.  Observing  a  flock  of 
crows  some  distance  from  the  house,  flying  up  and  down, 
cawing  and  making  much  ado  about  something,  as  crows 
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do,  the  searchers  congratulated  themselves  with  the  belief 
that  the  heads  were  the  subject  of  their  discussion,  and  went 
for  them.  Instead  of  the  heads,  however,  the  cause  of  the 
crows' counsel  was  the  half-dried  hide  of  Flanders1  long-losl 
ox.  It  was  identified  as  such  ;  and  the  'Squire,  alter  having 
abandoned  the  search  for  the  only  proof  he  might  be  able  to 
bring  of  his  ownership  of  the  hogs,  took  it  home  and  hung 
it  on  a  shed  near  his  house,  till  Flanders  could  be  sent  for  to 
identify  it  also.  But  that  same  night  the  hide  disappeared 
again,  and  was  no  where  found. 

Horse-stealing  was  frequently  practiced  in  this  country  at 
an  early  day  ;  but  Judge  Lynch  made  it  a  risky  business  to 
those  who  dared  to  engage  in  it.  Hanging,  whipping,  or 
shooting  were  the  penalties  for  this  crime.  Even  suspicion 
subjected  one  to  severe  trials.  One  incident  and  we  elose 
this  paper:  A  stranger — whose  name,  with  those  of  others 
connected  with  this  incident,  has  been  forgotten — being  a 
lounger  about  Red  Hock,  was  strongly  suspected  of  being 
connected  with  the  horse-stealing  business  ;  and  it  was  de- 
termined to  get  rid  of  him  on  the  easiest  terms  possible, 
without  violeilee.  So  one  day  he  was  arrested  for  horse- 
stealing, and  his  trial  was  appointed  to  come  off  before 
'Squire  Russell  that  night.  Though  possibly  innocent,  he 
Was  unable  to  prove  himself  so,  and  knew  the  critical  situa- 
tion of  persons  even  suspected  of  guilt.  In  a  word,  he  was 
frightened  at  the  prospect,  not  knowing  that  the  proceed- 
ing was  a  sham.  Quite  a  company  collected  to  witness  the 
trial,  many  of  them  with  guns  in  their  hands,  giving  the 
prisoner  to  understand  by  the  vigilent  guard  they  seemed  to 
be  keeping  over  him,  that  they  intended  to  shoot  him  if  he 
made  the  least  attempt  to  escape.  In  justice  to  him  as  a 
stranger,  however,  he  was  admitted  to  the  privilege  of  hav- 
ing counsel,  and  one  of  the  company  kindly  volunteered  to 
conduct  his  case.  The  state  having  already  been  provided 
with  an  attorney,  the  trial  proceeded.  Witness  having  been 
sworn  and  examined,  to  the  surprise  of  the  poor,  trembling 
prisoner,  the  testimony  went  sorely  against  him.    His  at- 
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torncy,  with  apparent  sincerity,  tried  to  rebut  this  evidence, 
but  all  in  vain.  At  length,  despairing  of  success,  be 
-whispered  to  his  elient  that  he  eould  not  clear  him  ;  that  it' 
he  wished  to  make  his  escape  lie  would  advise  him  how  to 
do  it.  Readily  agreeing  to  anything  to  save  his  life,  he- 
assented,  and  the  attorney  gave  him  the  plan.  Then,  in  be- 
half of  the  prisoner,  he  asked  the  court  to  permit  him  to 
step  out  for  a  moment.  Permission  being  granted,  tin-  pris- 
oner walked  out,  accompanied  by  his  lawyer,  and  clo 
followed  by  the  whole  squad  of  armed  men.  "  Now," 
whispered  the  lawyer,  "  run  for  your  life,  and,  as  you  value 
it,  never  be  seen  in  this  neighborhood  again."  And  he  did 
run  as  any  man  would  run  for  his  life.  The  night  was  in- 
tensety  dark,  but  it  seemed  to  offer  no  obstruction  to  his 
speed.  Indeed  it  was  rather  accelerated  by  the  numerous 
shots  that  were  fired  behind  him — not  at  him — and  the  yells 
of  the  crowd  as  though  in  pursuit.  He  wras  never  seen 
again ;  but  a  day  or  two  later  an  Indian  came  to  town  with 
a  wallet  he  had  found,  containing  nothing  more  valuable 
than  a  love-letter,  addressed  to  the  escaped  prisoner. 
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IOWA  was  organized  as  a  territory  June  12,  1838,  and 
admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  state  December  28, 1846.  In 
1838  she  contained  a  population  of  twenty-two  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine;  in  1840,  it  had  increased  to 
forty-three  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen,  and  in  1580, 
to  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  two  hundred  and 
four.  In  1860,  the  population  had  advanced  to  four  hun- 
dred and  two  thousand  and  forty,  and  in  1870,  to  one  mil- 
lion one  hundred  and  ninety-one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  two.  At  the  present  time  it  is  but  little,  if  any.  short 
of  one  million  and  five  hundred  thousand. 
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In  extent,  Ipvva  is  about  three  hundred  miles  in  length  east 
and  west,  by  a  little  over  two  hundred  miles  In  breadth,  north 
and  south,  and  contains  an  area  of  fifty-five  thousand  and 
forty-live  square  miles.  The  two  great  rivers  of  the  contin- 
ent form  her  east  and  west  boundaries,  except  that  portion 
on  the  west  adjoining  the  territory  of  Dakota.'  There  the 
Big  Sioux  river  marks  the  boundary  line.  The  north 
boundary  is  defined  by  the  parallel  of  latitude  forty-three 
degrees  and  thirty  minutes,  and  the  south  limit  is  nearly  on 
the  line  of  forty  degrees  and  thirty-one  minutes.' 

From  observations  made  by  Professor  T.  S.  Parvin,  of  the 
State  University,  and  others,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the 
average  quantity  of  rain,  which  falls  yearly,  is  about  forty 
and  one-half  inches,  and  the  average  of  snow  about  thirty 
inches— -ten  inches  of  snow  being  equivalent  to  one  of  rain. 
The  average  quantity  of  rain  and  snow  in  Iowa  is  nearly  the 
same  as  in  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  but  the  amount 
of  snow  alone  in  the  eastern  states  greatly  exceeds  that  of 
Iowa.  Our  springs  perhaps  are  not  quite  so  earlj7,  but  our 
autumns  are  often  protracted  to  nearly  the  first  of  Decem- 
ber, giving  ample  time  for  the  ripening  and  maturing  of 
crops.  The  spring,  summer  and  autumn  months  are  de- 
lightful, and  Iowa  is  especially  noted  for  the  glory  and 
beauty  of  her  autumns.  Her  Indian  Summer  cannot  be  de- 
scribed. Day  after  day  for  weeks,  the  sun  is  veiled  in  hazy 
splendor,  while  the  forests  are  tinged  with  the  most  beauti- 
ful and  varied  hues,  investing  all  nature  with  something 
allied  to  the  enchantments  of  fairy -land.  Almost  imper- 
ceptibly, these  golden  days  and  nights  merge  into  winter, 
which  holds  its  stern  reign  without  the  disagreeable  changes 
experienced  in  other  climes,  until  spring  ushers  in  another 
season  of  life  and  beauty.  And  so  the  seasons  pass,  year 
after  year,  in  our  beautiful  and  healthful  Iowa. 

Our  well-drained,   undulating   surface    and  prevalent 
breezes,  winter  and  summer,  allow  no  opportunity  for  the 
stagnation  of  water  in  marshes  or  ponds.    Iowa  has  no  ele- 
vations that  can  be  called  mountains,  and  yet  no  considera- 
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ble  portion  of  the  surface  is  level.  fn  this  respect  her 
prairies  are  quite  different  from  those  of  Illinois.  Ki 
draining  every  portion  of  the  state,  course  its  surface,  re- 
ceiving thousands  of  tributaries  of  greater  or  less  volume, 
and  presenting  a  system  of  drainage  that  could  not  be  im- 
proved upon.  The  principal  rivers  which  flow  into  the 
Mississippi,  are  the  DesMoines,  Cedar,  Skunk,  Iowa,  Wap- 
sipinicon,  Maquoketa,  Turkey,  and  Upper  Iowa.  Of  these 
rivers,  the  DesMoines  is  the  largest,  and  perhaps  the  most 
important,  as  it  traverses  the  state  not  less  than  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles,  and  drains  an  area  of  ten  thousand 
square  miles.  The  next  in  importance  is  Cedar  river,  the 
main  branch  of  which  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in 
length.  This  river,  with  its  branches,  drains  not  less  than 
eight  thousand  square  miles.  It  affords  also  an  abundance 
of  excellent  water  power.  Skunk  river  has  two  principal 
branches,  the  aggregate  length  of  which  is  about  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles,  and  they  drain  eight  thousand  square 
miles  of  surface.  The  length  of  Iowa  river  is  nearly 
three  hundred  miles,  and  the  area  drained  by  it  is  about 
four  thousand  square  miles.  The  Wapsipinicon  (some- 
times called  Wapsie)  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  long, 
and  drains,  with  its  branches,  seven  thousand  square 
miles.  Maquoketa  is  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles  long, 
and  drains  three  thousand  square  miles.  Turkey  traverses 
one  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  draining  about  two  thousand 
square  miles.  Upper  Iowa  river  drains  about  three  hundred 
square  miles,  passing  through  a  most  picturesque  and  beau- 
tiful valley.  It  is  a  rapid  stream,  affording  splendid  water 
power. 

The  streams  designated  as  rivers  in  the  west  part  of  the 
state,  are  the  Big  Sioux,  Little  Sioux,  Floyd,  Rock,  Boyer, 
and  Nishnabotany.  The  last  named  passes  into  the  state  of 
Missouri  from  Fremont  county,  and  empties  into  the  Missouri 
river  about  twenty  miles  south  of  the  boundary  of  Iowa. 
In  this  state  it  has  three  principal  branches,  aggregating  in 
length  about  three  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  and  draining 
about  five  thousand  square  miles. 
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Besides  the  above  named  rivers,  we  have  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  state,  Fox,  Chariton,  Platte,  One  Hundred  and 
Two,  and  the  three  Nodaway  rivers — East,  Went,  and  Mid- 
dle. These  rivers  drain  an  aggregate  of  about  six  thousand 
square  miles.  They  head  in  Iowa,  How  through  the  south- 
ern counties  of  the  state,  and  empty  into  the  Mississippi 
and  Missouri  rivers  in  the  state  of  Missouri.  Then,  in  the 
centra]  part  of  the  state  we  have  Boone,  Raccoon,  and  Mid- 
dle rivers,  with  many  others  of  smaller  size,  tributaries  of 
those  named.  These  streams  furnish  unlimited  and  ex- 
haustless  water  power,  but  little  of  which  has  yet  been  ap- 
propriated to  use.  Here  are  opportunities  for  the  invest- 
ment of  capital  in  the  various  manufactories  that  can  hardly 
remain  much  longer  unknown  and  unappropriated,  for  Iowa 
is  to  be  the  future  workshop  of  a  vast  empire  west  of  her. 
In  every  emigrant  that  passes  beyond  her  borders,  she  has  a 
prospective  interest,  as  in  the  future  they  will  call  upon  Iowa 
for  those  articles  for  the  manufacture  of  which  she  has 
such  abundant  facilities. 

The  great  coal  fields  of  Iowa  extend  along  the  DesMoines 
river  and  the  streams  tributary  thereto,  embracing  a  large 
extent  of  territory.  Large  quantities  of  coal  are  mined  in 
the  following  counties,  to-wit :  Adams,  Appanoose,  Boone, 
Davis,  Dallas,  Guthrie,  Hardin,  Jasper,  Jefferson,  Keokuk, 
Lee,  Mahaska,  Marion,  Monroe,  Polk,  Page,  Van  Buren, 
Wapello,  Warren,  Wayne,  and  Webster.  Considerable 
quantities  are  mined  in  other  counties.  The  coal  fields  of 
the  state  are  sufficiently  extensive  to  supply  fuel  for  ages  to 
all  her  inhabitants;  and  an  immense  business  of  her  rail- 
roads will  be  the  transportation  of  coal  to  other  portions  of 
the  state  and  to  adjoining  states.  Among  the  mineral  re- 
sources, we  mention  the  lead  mines  in  the  vicinity  of  Du- 
buque, the  immense  deposits  of  gypsum  at  Fort  Dodge,  and 
the  various  kinds  of  marble  and  building  stone  quarried  in 
Jones,  Marshall,  Johnson,  Madison,  Van  Buren,  Lee,  Henry, 
and  other  counties.  In  some  of  the  northern  counties,  in- 
cluding Cerro  Gordo,  Winnebago,  Hancock,  Kossuth,  and 
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Wright,  many  beds  of  peat  have  boon  discovered.  Bed  of 
fire-clay  are  abundant,  while  limestone,  sand,  and  clay  lor 
the  manufacture  of  bricks  are  found  generally  throughout 
the  state.  Iron  ore  lias  been  discovered  in  many  places,  but 
is  not  yet  known  to  exist  in  sufficient  quantities  to  be  of 
practical  value.  In  Montgomery  and  other  counties  a  spe- 
cies of  soft  red  stone  is  found,  which  forms  a  paint  that  has 
proved  to  be  superior  in  quality  to  many  of  the  mineral 
paints  in  use.  Other  discoveries  of  mineral  wealth  are  con- 
stantly being  made,  and  we  believe  the  resources  of  Iowa  in 
this  respect  are  only  beginning  to  be  revealed. 

The  soil  of  Iowa  is  nearly  all  susceptible  of  the  highest 
cultivation.  No  other  state  lias  so  small  a  proportion  of 
waste  land.  The  soil  and  climate  are  adapted  to  the  pro- 
duction of  all  the  cereals.  Corn,  wheat,  oats,  barley,  rye 
and  buckwheat  are  raised  in  all  parts,  and  yield  abundant 
crops.  In  grain  and  live  stock  official  reports  show  a  won- 
derful growth  and  development  during  the  last  few  years. 
As  a  corn-producing  state,  Iowa  is  second  only  to  the  larger 
and  older  state  of  Illinois.  So  far  as  fruit  culture  is  con- 
cerned, Iowa  has  born  oft*  the  palm  ;  bat  as  yet,  only  the 
older  counties  have  had  time  to  engage  extensively  in  the 
business  of  fruit-growing.  Apples,  cherries,  grapes,  and 
all  the  small  fruits  of  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States,  flour- 
ish and  produce  finely.  In  some  parts  of  the  state  peaches 
occasionally  succeed.  Vegetables  of  all  kinds  grow  to  per- 
fection. The  soil  is  easily  cultivated,  and  has  a  capacity  for 
resisting  the  effects  of  long  continued  drought,  not  found  in 
states  further  east.  The  effects  of  continued  wTet  weather 
are  also  soon  overcome  by  the  tendency  of  our  soil  to  ab- 
sorb moisture,  as  well  as  by  the  process  of  evaporation. 
The  state  has  never  experienced  anything  like  a  total  failure 
of  crops,  and  only  two  or  three  partial  failures  during  the 
thirty-five  years  or  more  of  her  settlement.  Her  cultivated 
fields  never  fail  to  yield  their  golden  tribute  to  commerce. 

Four  lines  of  railways  cross  the  state  east  and  wesr,  and 
Wo  north  and  south.    Other  lines  are  projected  and  will  be 
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completed  soon.  On  the  first  of  January,  1872,  the  state 
had  over  three  thousand  miles  of  railroad  track',  and  eighty 
of  Iter  ninety-nine  counties  had  one  or  more  railroad  lines 
within  their  borders.  The  roads  traverse  the  state  go  as  to 
afford  admirable  transportation  facilities  to  nearly  every 
portion.  These  roads  form  connections  with  the  grand 
trunk  lines  that  lead  to  the  great  commercial  centres  of  the 
country — the  cities  of  the  Lakes,  the  Atlantic,  Pacific,  and 
the  Gulf.  With  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  starting  from 
our  western  borders,  and  all  these  lines  connecting  with  it, 
the  position  of  Iowa  on  the  map  of  our  great  Republic  is 
surely  an  enviable  one.  Is  there  an  acre  of  tillable  land  in 
a  state  so  situated  that  is  not  worth  at  least  five  dollars  ?  It 
does  not  require  the  gift  of  prophesy  to  foresee  the  prosper- 
ous development  of  Iowa  in  the  near  future,  as  the  result  of 
her  magnificent  and  rapidly  expanding  railway  system. 

One  of  the  glories  of  Iowa  is  her  grand  common  school 
system,  which  affords  a  free  education  to  all  the  youth 
within  her  borders,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  white  and 
black.  There  is  now  an  available  common  school  fund, 
amounting  to  nearly  three  million  dollars,  which  wdl  still 
be  increased  as  sales  are  made  of  school  lands  yet  unsold. 
This  fund  is  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  sixteenth  sections, 
from  the  sale  of  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  granted 
by  congress  to  the  state  for  school  purposes,  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  five  per  cent  on  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
state,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  escheated  to  the 
state.  The  money  derived  from  these  sources  constitutes  the 
permanent  school  fund,  the  interest  of  which  is  apportioned 
by  the  state  auditor  semi-annually  to  the  different  counties 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  persons  in  each  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  years.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
counties  also  levy  an  annual  tax  for  schools,  which  is  ap- 
portioned to  the  different  townships,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  persons  in  each  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
twenty-one  years.  A  district  tax  may  also  be  levied  for  the 
same  purpose.    The  interest  on  the  permanent  school  fund, 
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with  such  county  and  district  tax  as  may  be  Levied,  consti- 
tute the  support  of  the  public  schools.  There  are  nearly 
eight  thousand  public  schools  in  the  state,  each  required  by 
law  to  bo  in  session  at  least  six  months  each  year.  The 
general  character  of  our  school  houses  is  good,  many  of  them 
being  edifices  costing  from  ten  thousand  to  seventy-live 
thousand  dollars  each. 

In  addition  to  the  public  schools,  we  have  many  of  a  high 
grade,  including  several  colleges  and  universities.  We  have 
a  state  university,  located  at  Iowa  City,  which  i3  magnifi- 
cently endowed,  and  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  state,  is 
taking  high  rank  among  the  educational  institutions  of  the 
country.  The  Iowa  Agricultural  College  at  Ames,  in  Story 
county,  is  another  educational  institution  under  the  patron- 
age of  the  state ;  it  is  also  liberally  endowed  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  land  granted  to  the  state  by  congress  for  that  pur- 
pose. Then,  there  are  many  excellent  institutions  con- 
ducted by  various  associations,  as  the  Iowa  College,  atGrin- 
nell;  Iowa  Wesleyan  University,  at  Mount  Pleasant;  Iowa 
Central  University,  at  Pella;  Des  Moines  University,  at 
Des  Moines;  Cornell  College,  at  Mount  Vernon;  Bishop 
Lee  Seminary,  at  Dubuque  ;  Upper  Iowa  University,  at 
Fayette ;  Centennial  College,  at  Indianolia  ;  Fairfield  Col- 
lege, at  Fairfield;  Baptist  College,  at  Burlington;  Hum- 
boldt College,  at  Springvale,  and  many  others  scattered 
throughout  the  state.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Iowa  is  not 
behind  her  sister  states  in  making  a  liberal  provision  for 
education. 

It  is  a  fact,  worthy  to  be  kept  in  mind,  that  Iowa  is  out  of 
debt,  with  money  in  her  treasury  to  meet  all  demands,  al- 
though now  engaged  in  carrying  on  several  magnificent 
state  improvements,  including  a  new  state  capitol,  to  cost 
not  less  than  a  million  and  a  half  dollars.  She  has  provided 
liberally  for  her  state  benevolent  institutions,  and  has  paid 
for  them  all.  Her  hospital  for  the  insane,  at  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, is  scarcely  second  to  any  other  in  the  United  States. 
Her  asylum  for  the  blind  at  Vinton,  is  provided  with  a  mag- 
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nifieent  edifice,  and  is  one  of  the  best  managed  institutions 
of  the  kind  in  the  west.  She  has  erectedan  asylum  for  the 
deaf  and  dumb  at  Council  Bluffs,  and  is  erecting  another 
magnificent  asylum  for  the  insane,  at  Independence.  She 
has  liberally  provided  for  the  care  and  education  of  the 
orphans  of  her  soldiers,  who  sacrificed  their  lives  for  the 
union  in  the  great  rebellion,  by  establishing  and  maintain- 
ing three  Orphans' Homes.  In  connection  with  her  Agri- 
cultural College,  in  Story  county,  she  has  also  a  Model  Farm 
in  successful  operation.  Her  State  Agricultural  Society  is 
one  of  the  best  managed  and  most  successful  in  the  union  ; 
and  its  annual  exhibitions  are  attended  by  thousands  of 
wondering  spectators  from  our  own  and  other  states. 
Nearly  all  the  counties  have  agricultural  and  industrial  so- 
cieties in  successful  operation.  The  war  record  of  Iowa  is 
written  in  the  history  of  the  rebellion  from  Wilson's  Creek, 
where  the  gallant  Lyon  led  her  noble  First,  to  Appomattox. 
Eighty  thousand  of  her  sons  marched  to  the  field  at  the  call 
of  their  country,  and  twenty  thousand  of  her  noblest  gave 
their  lives  to  the  cause.  There  is  no  Iowan  but  loves  the 
name  of  Iowa,  and  is  proud  of  her  record  and  position 
among  the  states  of  the  Union. — Iowa  Progress. 
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Keosauqua,  Iowa,  May  25,  1872. 

ON  this  day,  in  pursuance  with  a  call  of  the  President, 
a  quorum  of  the  Board  of  Control  of  the  Pioneer 
Association  met  in  the  court  room. 

Present :  The  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Messrs. 
Rutledge,  Claflin,  and  Dr.  Shepherd,  Directors. 

A  code  of  by-laws  was  submitted  to,  and  adopted  by  the 
Board. 
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On  motion,  it  was  ordered  thai  I  he  next  annual  re-union  of 
the  association  be.  held  on  the  third  Wednesday  (being  the 
21st  day)  of  August,  1872,  at  the  lair  grounds,  near  Keosau- 
qua,  and  that  the  dinner  he  a  pie  nie. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  appoint  a  committee  of  three 
members  to  procure  a  speaker  to  deliver  the  address  at  the 
next  re-union,  who  shall  be  a  resident  or  former  resident  of 
this  county,  if  such  a  one  can  be  obtained,  if  such  cannot 
be  obtained,  then  some  old  settler  in  another  county. 

The  President  appointed  J.  J.  Kinersly,  Dudley 'Hardy, 
and  George  C.  Dullield,  such  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  appoint  a  committee  of  ar- 
rangements to  consist  of  three  members  ;  Jonathan  Thatch- 
er, George  C.  Duflield,  and  Ed.  Goddard,  appointed  such 
committee.       '  ,  . 

Ordered,  That  the  form  of  register  prepared  and  pre- 
sented hy  Ed.  Goddard  be  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  all  persons  admitted  to  the  fair  grounds 
during  the  re-union  be  charged  ten  cents  each,  except  per- 
sons under  twentj'-one  years  of  age  being  of  the  families  of 
members. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  give  to  each  member  of  the 
association  a  certificate  of  membership,  on  payment  of  the 
fee  of  membership. 

Ordered,  That  the  Directors  of  this  association,  in  the 
several  townships,  be  requested  to  call  meetings  of  the 
Pioneers  in  each  township,  to  procure  the  names  of  mem- 
bers in  each  township  and  to  organize  township  associations. 

Ordered,  That  the  friends  of  deceased  Pioneers  of  this 
county  be  requested  to  furnish  memoirs  of  such  deceased 
Pioneers  to  the  society  to  be  placed  among  its  records ;  such 
memoirs  to  conform  as  nearly  as  possible,  to  the  members 
of  the  society. 

Adjourned. 

'    A.  II.  McCRARY,  President. 
Behtrand  Jones,  Secretary. 
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CONSTITUTION. 

Whereas,  It  has  been  our  destiny  to  make  our  homes  in 
a  country,  one  of  the  best  given  to  man,  and  our  lives  have 
been  lengthened  so  that  we  have  been  enabled  to  Bee  the 
great  advancement  of  our  adopted  state  in  civilization  and 
improvement : 

Therefore,  We  the  Pioneers  of  Van  Buren  county,  in 
order  to  cultivate  a  more  fraternal  feeling,  to  recall  the 
memory  of  the  early  struggles  of  the  Pioneers  of  civiliza- 
tion and  law  in  our  now  comfortable  homes,  and  for  the  fur- 
ther purpose  of  transmitting  to  those  who  may  come  after 
us  to  preserve  and  enjoy  the  results  of  our  labors  and  pri- 
vations, the  history  of  our  trials;  do  hereby  adopt  the  fol- 
lowing constitution  : 

Article  I.  This  society  shall  be  called  the  "Pioneer 
Association  of  Van  Buren  County,  Iowa." 

Art.  II.  All  persons  may  become  members  of  this  asso- 
ciation who  settled  in  this  county  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
January,  1842,  and  have  remained  here  ever  since,  upon  pay- 
ment to  the  Treasurer  of  fifty  cents,  and  registering  his 
name  with  the  secretary  of  this  association. 

Art.  III.  The  wife,  children  and  descendants  in  the 
direct  line,  males  and  females,  of  Pioneers,  are  honorary 
members  of  this  association. 

Art.  IV.  The  officers  of  this  association  shall  be  a 
President,  Vice  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  one 
Director  in  each  township,  all  of  whom  shall  constitute  a 
Board  of  Control  of  the  Society,  with  power  to  fix  the  time 
and  place  of  the  annual  meetings  of  the  association,  make 
by-laws,  call  special  meetings,  and  generally  to  do  such  things 
as  may  be  calculated  to  promote  the  objects  of  the  associa- 
tion ;  and  the  first  election  of  officers  shall  be  made  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  and  thereafter  at 
the  regular  annual  meeting  in  each  year. 

Art.  V.  Any  live  of  the  above  officers  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  to  transact  business. 

8  •  • 
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Art.  VI.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  the  records  of  the 
society  in  a  book  or  books,  to  be  provide!  therefor;  the 
Treasurer  shall  receive  and  pay  out  all  moneys  belonging  to 
the  society  on  the  order  of  the  President,  countersigned  by 
the  Secretary,  and  keep  an  account  of  the  moneys  received 
or  so  paid  out. 

Art.  VII.  This  constitution  may  be  amended  at  any 
regular  annual  meeting  of  the  association  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  members  present ;  or  by  a  vote  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  members  present  if  notice  of  the  proposed 
amendment  has  been  embodied  in  the  call  for  the  meeting. 

Art.  VllL  Pioneer  settlers  residing  in  other  coun- 
ties of  the  state  shall  be  honorary  members  of  this  associa- 
tion, and  are  cordially  invited  to  participate  and  co-operate 
with  the  association  in  forwarding  its  objects. 

Adopted  November  25th,  1871. 

A.  H.  McCRARY, 
Attest :  President. 
Bertrand  Jones,  Secretary. 


BY-LAWS. 

Section  1.  Meetings  of  the  Board  of  Control  may  be 
called  by  the  Secretary  upon  the  order  of  the  President,  or 
of  the  Vice  President  in  the  absence  of  the  President,  or 
lipon  the  written  order  of  any  three  members. 

Sec.  2.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  ex- 
cept on  order  signed  by  the  person  who  shall  be  the  acting 
President  of  the  Board  of  Control,  countersigned  by  the 
Secretary,  and  such  order  shall  only  be  made  upon  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board/of  Control. 

Sec.  3.  The  Secretary  shall  procure  a  bopk  to  be  called 
the  "  Record  of  the  Pioneer  Association  of  Van  Buren 
County,  Iowa,"  in  which  he  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  the 
proceedings  of  the  association  and  of  the  Board  of  Control. 

The  Secretary  shall  also  procure  a  book  to  be  called  the 
"Register/'  in  which  shall  be  entered  the  names  of  ail  the 
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members  of  the  association,  arranged  alphabetically  and  by 
townships,  together  with  the  following  facts  w  regard  to 
each,  bo  fur  as  they  can  be  ascertained  : 

1.  Place  of  birth. 

2.  Date  of  birth. 

3.  Occupation. 

4.  Religious  affiliation. 

5.  Politieal  affiliation; 

6.  Date  of  settlement  in  the  county. 

7.  Date  of  decease,  after  death.  \ 

8.  Remarks. 

"Which  record  and  register  shall  be  at  all  times  open  to 
the  inspection  of  all  members  of  the  association,  and  of  such 
other  persons  as  the  President  may  direct. 

Sec.  4.  Each  member  of  the  association  is  requested 
to  prepare  and  file  with  the  Secretary  of  the  association,  a 
sketch  of  his  life,  showing  any  and  all  facts  within  his  knowl- 
edge, bearing  on  the  early  history  of  the  county,  and  any 
facts  calculated  to  show  the  condition  of  the  county  from 
the  settlement  to  January  1st,  1842,  recollections  of  men  and 
occurrences  of  those  early  days,  including  a  statement  of 
the  facts  of  the  writer  having  occupied  any  official  position, 
political  or  religious,  and  any  matters  of  interest  therewith 
— 4he  object  being  to  procure  the  materials  for  a  full  history 
of  the  Pioneers,  and  of  the  county  at  that  early  day. 

Sec,  5.  The  person  delivering  the  annual  address  before 
the  society  is  requested  to  furnish  the  Secretary  with  a  copy 
thereof,  to  be  deposited  with  the  archives  of  the  associa- 
tion. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Control,  May  25th,  1872. 

A.  H.  McCRARY, 
Attest :  President. 
Bertrand  Jones,  Secretary. 
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OEDAR  00UNTY  OLD  SETTLERS'  MEETING  AND  FESTIVAL. 


AT  a  meeting  of  the  Old  Settlers  of  Cedar  County,  held 
pursuant  to  notice,  on  Wednesday,  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1872,  at  the  court  house  in  Tipton,  William  Baker, 
Esq.,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  William  H.  Tuthill  desig- 
nated as  Secretary. 

The  committee  appointed  at  a  previous  meeting  to  pre- 
pare a  constitution  for  the  association,  reported  the  follow- 
ing: 

Whereas,  By  the  blessings  of  a  kind  Providence,  we,  the 
surviving  pioneers  in  the  settlement  of  Cedar  county,  whoso 
lives  have  been  graciously  prolonged  through  the  privations 
and  toils  of  the  past,  to  enjoy  the  prosperity  and  peace  of 
the  present;  being  admonished  by  the  onward  course  of 
time  that  our  number  is  gradually  diminishing,  and  that  in 
a  few  short  years  we  will  also  be  called  away  from  the 
scenes  of  our  struggles  and  triumphs;  believing  that  it 
would  be  instructive  and  beneficial  to  the  rising  generation 
to  preserve  the  historic  incidents  of  that  early  settlement  of 
our  county,  that  has  so  steadily  and  vigorously  grown  and 
culminated  in  such  wTide-spread  and  universal  prosperity,  and 
feeling  that  the  cherished  memories  of  the  past,  are  links 
that  bind  us  together  in  fraternal  communion,  da  now  or^ 
ganize  ourselves  as  a  Pioneer  Association,  and  make,  ordain, 
and  establish  the  following  constitution  • 

ARTICLE  I. — NAME. 

This  organization  shall  be  known  by  the  name  and  style 
of  the  "Old  Settlers  Association  of  Cedar  county. " 

ARTICLE  II. — OFFICERS. 

The  officers  shall  consist  of  a  President,  six  Vice  PresL 
dents,  Secretary,  and  Treasurer. 
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ARTICLE  in. — DUTIES  OF  OFl  [CERS. 

Section  1.  The  President  shall  preside  at  the  meetings 
of  the  association,  and' shall  have  power  to  call  special  meet- 
ings whenever  necessary,  or  when  requested  to  do  so  by  the 
executive  committee. 

Sec.  2.  In  case  of  the  absence  or  inability  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  senior  Vice  President  shall  perform  his  duties. 

Sec  3.  The  Secretary  shall  make  a  faithful  record  of  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  association,  and  keep  a  register  called 
ft  The  Pioneer  Record,"  in  which  shall  be  entered  the  names, 
date  of  birth,  place  of  nativity,  time  of  settlement  in  the 
county,  and  date  and  place  of  death  of  each  member,  when 
$uch  death  shall  occur. 

Sec.  4.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  the  finances 
and  render  an  account  thereof  at  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  office. 

Sec.  5,  The  officers  shall  be  elected  annually,  and  shall 
hold  their  respective  offices  for  the  term  of  one  year,  or  until 
the  next  ensuing  annual  meeting.  The  election  shall  be  by 
ballot,  unless  otherwise  agreed  upon. 

ARTICLE  IV. — -COMMITTEES, 

Section  1.  At  each  annual  meeting  the  President-elect 
shall  appoint  an  executive  committee,  to  consist  of  five  mem- 
bers, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  all  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements for  the  next  ensuing  annual  festival. 

Sec  2.  The  President,  at  the  same  time,  shall  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  members,  to  select  a  suitable  person  to 
deliver  an  address  at  the  next  succeeding  annual  meeting. 

ARTICLE  V. — MEMBERS. 

Section  1.  All  persons  of  good  moral  character,  who 
were  residents  of  Cedar  county  on  or  before  the  31st  day  of 
December,  1841,  and  the  wives  or  husbands  of  such  persons, 
are  eligible  to  membership. 

Sec  2.  The  names  of  persons  proposed  for  membership 
shall  be  handed  in,  in  writing,  and  referred  to  a  committee 
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for  examination,  who  shall  report  al  the  same  meeting,  and 

if  such  report  he  favorable,  the  application  shall  be  voted 

upon  by  the  association,  and  the  applicant  shall  be  declared 
elected  if  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  shall  vote  in 
the  affirmative, 

Sec.  3.  Pioneer  settlers  in  other  parts  of  this  state,  and 
persons  whose  names  may  be  connected  with  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  county,  may  be  elected  honorary  members  of 
this  association. 

Sec.  4.  Any  member  mayjbe  expelled  for  such  cause  as 
two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at  a  regular  meeting  may 
deem  sufficient. 

ARTICLE  VI. — FESTIVAL. 

There  shall  be  an  annual  meeting  and  festival  of  the  asso- 
ciation held  at  Tiptcn,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  Septem- 
ber, of  each  year,  at  which  every  member,  and  honorary 
member,  with  their  wives  or  husbands,  are  entitled  to  attend, 
with  such  other  persons  who  may  be  invited  by  a  vote  of 
the  association,  and  any  member,  may  bring  a  delegate  or 
other  female  relative  in  lieu  of  his  wife. 

ARTICLE  VII. — MISCELLANEOUS. 

Section  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  member  to  fur- 
nish the  Secretary,  within  six  months  from  the  time  of  ad- 
mission, a  brief  sketch  of  his  life,  embracing  date  and  place 
of  birth,  and  such  incidents  of  personal  experience  in  the 
early  settlement  of  the  county,  as  may  be  pertinent  to  the 
objects  of  this  association,  and  may  he  deemed  proper  to 
communicate,  which  shall  he  carefully  preserved  by  the  Sec- 
retary. 

Sec.  2.  Whenever  practicable,  the  members  of  this  as- 
sociation shall  attend  in  a  body,  the  funeral  of  any  deceased 
member,  and  as  a  token  of  respect  shall  wear  the  badge  of 
mourning  designated  by  the  association. 

Sec,  3.  This  constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  annual 
meeting,  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers present  at  such  meeting. 
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RULES  OF  ORDER. 

1.  Reading  the  minutes. 

2.  Communications  and  reports  from  officers. 

3.  Reports  from  committers. 

4.  Unfinished  business. 

5.  Election. 

6.  Proposals  for  membership,  and  action  thereon. 

7.  Miscellaneous  business. 

After  discussion  of  the  same,  section  by  section,  on  motion, 
the  report  of  the  committee  was  approved,  and  the  constitu- 
tion and  rules  of  order  unanimously  adopted. 

An  election  for  officers  of  the  association  was  then  held, 
and  resulted  in  the  unanimous  choice  of  Henry  Hardman, 
President;  Washington  A.  Pigby,  John  Ferguson,  James 
Poston,  John  Safley,  Abner  Stebbins,  Samuel  P.  Higginson, 
Vice  Presidents;  William  H.  Tuthill,  Secretary,  William 
Baker,  Treasurer. 

Upon  the  President-elect  taking  his  seat,  a  beautiful  sil- 
ver mounted  cedar  cane  was  presented  to  him  by  William 
H.  Tuthill,  with  the  following  address  : 

Mr.  President— Permit  me  to  congratulate  you  in  being 
the  unanimous  choice  of  the  Old  Settlers  of  Cedar  County, 
as  their  presiding  oflicer,  at  this,  their  first  associated  gather- 
ing. 

You  were  among  the  first  of  that  hardy  band  who 
pioneered  their  way  to  this  beautiful  and  fertile  portion  of 
our  western  inheritance,  at  a  time  when  it  was  a  lone  and 
uninhabited  wilderness. 

The  changes  since  then  have  been  truly  wonderful,  and 
seem  more  like  the  fanciful  dreams  of  an  enthusiast  than 
the  sober  realities  of  the  historian. 

The  progress  of  improvement,  the  constant  dcvelopement 
of  resources,  and  the  unceasing  march  of  civilization,  have 
been  so  steadily  and  untiringly  onward,  that  we  can  scarcely 
realize  the  fact,  that  our  county,  which  in  the  spring  of  1836 
did  not  contain  a  single  civilized  inhabitant,  has  now  a  popu- 
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lation  of  over  twenty  thousand  souls,  and  ranks  in  wealth 
and  standing  as  one  of  the  first  in  the  state  of  Iowa, 

How  pleasant  to  recall  the  memories  of  the  past,  the  in- 
cidents of  that  early  pioneer  life,  which  has  resulted  so  glo- 
riously, and  to  come  together,  as  we  do  at  this  time,  in  the 
spirit  of  friendship  and  good  will,  to  interchange  congratula- 
tions and  perpetuate  those  memories. 

I  now  present  you  with  the  insignia  of  your  official  sta- 
tion, to  which  may  properly  be  applied  the  well  known  re- 
mark made  by  our  first  representative  to  the  territorial  leg- 
islature, which  if  not  grammatical  or  euphonious,  was,  to  say 
the  least,  very  expressive  and  to  the  point,  that  "  Cedar  is  in 
that  ar  thing" — a  cane,  manufactured  from  a  native  cedar, 
cut  from  the  banks  of  the  river  that  gave  name  to  the 
county,  and  skillfully  fashioned  and  mounted,  with  its  ap- 
propriate inscription,  is  intended  to  be  the  badge  of  your 
office,  to  be  preserved  with  jealous  care,  and  transmitted 
from  President  to  President,  successively,  as  long  as  our  as- 
sociation continues  to  exist. 

The  President  then  responded  in  a  very  happy  and  feeling 
manner,  expressive  of  his  acknowledgment  of  the  honor 
thus  conferred  upon  him,  and  the  fraternal  relations  each 
member  of  the  association  must  naturally  feel  to  each  other, 
and  its  gratifying  results. 

The  following  persons  were  then  announced  as  the  execu- 
tive committee  for  the  ensuing  year*  John  Culbertson, 
Washington  A.  lligby,  William  M.  Knott,  Henry  D.  Brown, 
John  S.  Tuthill.  And  as  the  committee  to  provide  a  speaker 
for  the  next  festival :  Samuel  Yule,  Jno.  Bafley,  William 
Baker. 

On  motion,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  association  he 
tendered  to  Honorable  William  H.  Tuthill,  for  the  beautiful 
cane,  so  appropriately  presented  by  him  to  the  President,  in 
behalf  of  the  society,  as  the  presidential  badge  of  office. 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
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ments  for  refreshments,  reported  thai  a  dinner  bad  been  pro- 
vided by  them  at  {lie  Fleming  House,  for  all  the  membi  i 
of  the  association,  at. one  o'clock'  J'.  M.,  and  that  time  111 ■•  ill  j 

arrived,  a  recess  of  one  hour  was  ordered  to  partake  of  the 
refreshments  thus  provided. 

•  After  enjoying  a  pleasant  dinner  at  the  Fleming  Hou 
the  members  re-assembled,  at  the  court  house,  for  social 
converse  and  narration  of  the  early  incidents  of -pioneer 
life,  which  was  participated  in  by  most  of  the  oldestTsettlers, 
to  the  evident  satisfaction  and  enjoyment  of  all  present-; 
until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  a  final  adjournment  was 
mad*1,  by  singing  "  An  Id  Lang  Syne,"  in  which  the  whole 
company  heartily  joined. 

HENRY  HARDMAX,  President. 
William  IT.  Tuthill,  Secretary. 

  * 

EELIOS. 


E  copy  the  following  from  the  Tipton  Post,  a  paper 
which  has  done  much  to  unearth  the  early  history 
of  Cedar  county  : 

William  Wiggins,  of  Tipton,  has  been  swinging  around 
some,  visiting  friends  and  relatives,  and  when  in  Mount 
Pleasant  called  to  see  the  noted  Jos.  A.  Dugdale,  who  pre- 
sented him  with  a  number  of  curiosities  for  his  cabinet. 
Friend  Joseph  procured  them  while  traveling  in  his  mis- 
sionary work"  in  the  different  states.  Grandfather'  W. 
brought  to  us  a  little  box  containing  the  relics,  and  we  take 
pleasure  in  telling  our  readers  what  we  saw  : 

1.  A  piece  of  wood  from  the  house  where  Robert  Fulton 
was  born  (oak  with  white-wash  on  it). 

2.  A  piece  of  chestnut  wood  from  the  great  tree  under 
which  Washington  and  Lafayette  spread  their  blankets  the 
night  before  the  battle  of  Brandy  Wine.  *  •:  '* 
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o.    Piece  of  mahogany  from  the  banister  on  the  Btair-case 

of  Mr.  Henry  Clay,  at  Ashland. 

5.  A  piece  of  wood  from  the  groat  oak  tree  under  which 
George  Fox,  the  founder  of  the  religious  society  of  Friends, 
preached  his  first  sermon  in  America  —  on  the  farm  of 
Samuel  Parsons,  Flushing,  Long  Island — two  hundred  years 
ago. 

5.  A  piece  of  the  gallows  on  which  John  Brown  was 
executed,  given  hy  a  soldier.  Two  regiments  divided  it, 
each  man  taking  a  small  piece. 

C.  A  piece  of  the  great  elm  under  which  William  Penn 
made  his  treaty  with  the  Indians. 

7.  A  piece  of  the  foundation  stone  of  the  first  mill  built 
in  North  America,  on  Darby  Creek,  Delaware  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

8.  Limestone  from  the  farm  of  Professor  Morse. 

9.  Granite  from  the  foundation  of  the  mill  built  by 
Georgo  Washington,  at  Mount  Vernon. 


A  REMINISCENCE  OF  THE  OLDEN  TIME. 


BY  PROF.  I.   PIERS0N,  BURLINGTON,  IOWA. 


FAIR  dome  of  Art,  to  science  rear'd, 
The  crowning  pride  of  College  Hill, 
That  hallowed  spot,  so  long  rever'd, 
And  dear  to  Love  and  Friendship  still; 
There,  musing,  mem'ry  ponders  yet, 
O'r  scenes  she  cannot  well  forget, 
And  weeps  where  Stony  Lonesome"  pours  her  rill. 


®u£lony  Ijmesoiiie,"  a  name  given  by  Fox  Abrahams  to  the  brook  that  courses  down 
ttiTOUgh  his  grounds  and  enters  Hawkeye  at  the  crossing  of  Seventh  street,  near  the 
B.&H.  ln&cbine  shops. 
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Beyond  thy  feet,  at  a  stone's  throw, 
Or  arrow  shol  from  bounding  bow, 

Within  a  vale  once  set  with  wood, 
The  iirst  but  rude-built  school  house  stood. 

By  the  old  fathers  it  was  rear'd, 

Far  back  in  our  heroic  age  — 
To  have  their  children  well  prepar'd 

To  act  their  part  upon  Life's  stage. 

Around  the  room  tbe  scholars  eat, 
On  wooden  benches  without  baeks; 

Jynd  bonnet,  satchel,  cap  and  hat, 

Were  hung  on  pegs,  instead  of  racks. 

A  score  of  youth,  of  every  age, 

Each  morning  to  the  school  repair'd, . 

To  con  the  dull,  black-letter' d  page; 
And  those  who  failed  most  sadly  far'd. 

The  text-books  were  of  the  old  style, 

And,  too,  were  scarce,  and  hard  to  get  — 

For  paste-board  oft  supplied  the  while 
The  infant  with  an  alphabet. 

Old  Barlow,  famous  in  his  day, 

Essay 'd  to  teach  the  youth  to  spell, 

And  Day  ball  then,  instead  of  Ray, 
Instructed  them  to  reckon  well. 

In  grammar,  Murray  was  the  rage 
(For  Kirkham  was  but  little  known); 

He  was  esteem'd  the  letter'd  sage  — 
The  scholar,  to  full  stature  grown. 

And  o'er  his  page  they  por'd  for  years, 
With  burning  brain  and  aching  heart ; 

And,  after  many  stripes  and  tears, 
Perhaps,  acquir'd  his  prosy  art. 
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The  master,  he  was  plain  of  speech, 
In  temper  quick,  in  judgment  clear, 

But  skillful  in  the  art  to  teach, 
Yet  in  discipline  most  severe;. 

From  the  Palmetto  Stale  he  came, 
In  quest  of  lame,  or  health,  or  gold; 

And  Tucker  was  the  good  man's  name  — 
And  though  not  young,  he  was  not  old. 

In  stature  tall,-  but  slender  made, 

In  shoulders  stoop'd,  or  somewhat  bent, 

With  features  coarse,  but  o'er  them  play'd 
.V  smile  that  softness  to  them  lent. 

His  eyes  were  small,  of  hazel  hue, 

With  a  wry  squint  whene'er  he  spoke  ; 

In  mien  sedate  was  he  to  view, 
And  yet,  withal,  he  lov'd  a  joke. 

Woe!  woe!  the  ~ay  to  truant  boy, 
Who  loiter'd  on  his  way  to  school; 

Or  stopped  by  Lonesome's  side  to  toy 
With  the  sly  minnows  of  the  pool. 

Or  elomb  yon  downward  threat'ning  steps,  ' 
And  from  its  summit  on  the  vale 

Made  the  huge  rocks  in  thunder  leap, 
Loud  echoing  round  o'r  hill  and  dale. 

Or  little  maid  from  tiresome  book, 

When  came  the  spring,  with  daisies  crownld, 
To  cowslip  bank,  by  running  brook, 

Away  with  lightsome  heart  would  bound. 

Forget  her  task  and  all  its  care, 

And  in  some  cool,  sequestered  spot, 

With  jonquils  deck  her  sunny  hair, 
Or  wreaths  of  sweet  forget-me-not. 
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Such  sportive  feats  will  often  draw 
The  task-worn  youth  away  from  school, 

Unmindful  that  the  broken  law 
Is  mended  oft  by  the  ferule. 

Such  was  the  master,  such  the  hooks 
They  studied  in  the  olden  limes, 

When  forests  nodded  o'er  our  brooks, 
And  song  birds  pip'd  their  merry  chimes. 

I  knew  him  well — we  often  met 

In  the  old,  adventurous  years, 
Remember'd  still  with  fond  regret, 

And  often  dim  our  eyes  with  tears. 

His  home  was  on  yon  wood-topp'd  hill, 
Far  south  the  sunny  school  house  dell; 

There  you  may  mark  its  ruins  still, 

Where  wealth  and  culture  deigns  to  dwell. f 

Up  Lonesome's  side  his  pathway  led 
Some  thirty  rods,  then  clomb  the  hill, 

Thro'  sheltering  woods,  then  reached  his  shed, 
Which  graced  the  ground  he  used  to  till. 

His  wife  was  a  good-natured  dame, 

Who  kept  her  house  and  children  neat; 

Thro'  ev'ry  phase  of  life  the  same, 
And  never  gossip'd  round  the  street. 

And  here  they  lived  in  sweet  content, 
Nor  once  impugn'd  the  ways  of  Heaven, 

But  blessed  the  good  or  ill  it  sent 

With  their  heart-off'rings,  morn  and  even. 


f "  Where  wealth  and  culture  deigns  to  dwell." — The  residence  of  Superintendent  Per- 
kins, of  the  B.  &  M  Railroad,  stands  on  the  site  of  the  cabin  built  by  Benjamin  Tucker, 
•who  taught  the  first  school  in  Burlington,  in  1S37;  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  building 
or  pari  of  it,  still  stand*. 
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The  master,  he  hath  long  since  gone 

To  the  lone  city  of  the  dead.} 
His  scholars  have  to  manhood  grown, 

And  o'er  the  earth  by  fortune  led. 

The  grand  old  woods  that  erown'd  the  hill 
Where  curled  so  oft  the  wigwam's  smoke, 

Went  crashing  down  along  the  rills, 
To  the  stern  axman's  sturdy  stroke. 

~No  vestige  of  their  pride  is  left 
On  winding  vale  or  woody  steep, 

By  the  strong  hand  of  Progress  reft, 
And  e'en  the  rocks  were  made  to  weep. 

The  squirrel's  bark  no  more  is  heard 
From  hollow  tree  on  woody  hight, 

Nor  piping  note  of  tuneful  bird 
Proclaims  the  steps  of  rosy  light. 

Then  rose  our  youth  from  its  wild  dream, 
That  so  bewilder'd  heart  and  brain, 
-    When  Commerce  stemm'd  our  mighty  stream, 
And  Ceres  wav'd  her  sheaves  of  grain. 

Up  sprung  our  manhood  in  its  might, 

With  a  fair  city  at  our  feet, 
With  Art's  proud  palace  on  each  hight, 

And  Learning  sought  her  wonted  seat. 

Still  o'er  thy  hills,  fair  city,  rise! 

A  thing  of  beauty,  joy,  and  light, 
The  first-born  of  proud  Iowa's  skies, 

The  first  that  burst  her  savage  night. 


X"The  lone  city  of  the  dead." —  He  died  in  the  fall  of  1838,  and  was  buried  In  the 
grounds  near  the  site  occupied  by  the  high  school  building,  if  it  is  not  precisely  over 
his  grave. 
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And  thou,  fair  dome!  thy  turrets  rear 

Above  the  ashes  of  those  men 
Who  came  from  far  to  do  and  dare, 

Despite  the  foe  of  rock  and  glen. 

From  Vermont's  hills,  and  Hampshire  plain, 

And  Hudson's  seaward-rolling  tide, 
From  Appalachian  mountain  chain, 

And  fair  Ohio's  wat'ry  pride, 

With  stern,  unflinching  will  they  came, 
With  hearts  of  oak  and  nerves  of  steel, 

The  savage  western  wilds  to  tame, 
And  ope  new  fields  to  Christian  zeal. 

Her  Alma  Mater  may'st  thou  be, 

The  nursing  mother  of  her  youth; 
That  wisdom  teach  that  makes  us  free, 

And  spotless  keeps  the  shrine  of  Truth. 

And  like  those  towers  on  Loch  IsTeah's  side, 

That  backward  point  to  other  days, 
Those  days  of  Erin's  power  and  pride, 

When  minstrels  sung  0 'Brian's  praise, — 

Be  thou  her  monumental  stone, 

To  link  the  past  with  coming  years, 

To  show  how  thy  just  pride  hast  grown, 
Thro'  the  old  settlers'  toils  and  tears. 

And  from  thy  halls  may  some  one  spring, 

Some  master  spirit  of  the  lyre, 
Whose  touch  shall  make  each  tuneful  string 

.Resound  the  praise  of  son  and  sire. 

Resound  their  deeds  from  mem'ry's  page 

"In  thoughts  that  breathe  and  words  that  burn, 

That  each  succeeding  race  and  age 

May  crown  with  pride  each  mould'ring  urn. 
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For  now,  with  sad  prophetic  ken, 

1  see  the  last  of  that  hold  race 
Glide  from  the  busy  walks  of  men 
Away  to  their  last  resting-place. 

For  the  harvesters  are  reaping 
The  ripe  and  golden  grain, 

And  with  measured  steps  are  keeping 
Eight  on,  o'er  hill  and  plain; 

While  the  gleaners,  close  behind  them, 
O'er  the  stubble  as  they  pass, 

Are  ever  chanting  to  remind  them 
"All  of  earth  is  but  as  grass." 

Burlington,  Iowa,  February  13,  1873. 


A  WEDDING  ON  THE  FRONTIER. 


ONE  day  my  husband  received  a  summons  to  Burke's 
settlement,  to  unite  a  couple  in  the  bonds  of  wedlock. 
It  was  especially  requested  that  his  wife  should  accompany 
him,  as  lie  should  be  expected  to  remain  all  night  and  par- 
take of  the  festivities. 

It  was  twenty  miles  to  the  settlement,  and  we  reached  the 
log  house  of  Mr.  Burke,  the  father  of  the  expected  bride, 
about  noon.  A  dozen  tow-haired  children  were  at  the  door 
awaiting  our  arrival.    They  telegraphed  the  news  instantly. 

v"  Marm !  marm !  here's  the  elder  and  his  woman !  They're 
nothing  but  common  folks  !  She's  got  a  man's  hat  on  and 
a  turkey  wing  in  front  of  it;  his  nose  is  just  like  dad's, 
crooked  as  a  cow-horn  squash/' 

Alas  for  Mr.  Morrison's  aquiline  nose,  of  which  he  was  a 
little  vain  ! 

"Sam!"  cried  a  shrill  female  voice,  from  tha  interior  of 
the  cabin,  "run  out  and  grab  the  rooster,  and  I'll  slap  him 
into  the  pot!    Sal,  you  quit  that  churning  and  sweep  the 
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floor.  Kick  tbat  corn-dodger  under  the  bed.  Bill,  you 
wipe  the  tallow  out  of  the  cheer  Tor  the  minister's  wife,  and 
be  spry  about  it." 

Further  remarks  were  cut  short  by  our  entrance. 

Mrs.  Burke,  in  calico  short  gown, blue  petticoat  and  bare 
feet,  came  forward,  wiping  her  face  with  her  apron. 

"How  do  you  do,  elder?  How  d'ye  do,  marm?  Must  ex- 
cuse my  head  —  hain't  bad  no  cbance  to  comb  it  since  last 
week.  Work  must  be  did, you  know.  Powerful  sharp  air, 
hain't  it?  Shoo  there!  Bill,  drive  that  turkey  out  of  the 
bread  trough.  Sal,  take  the  lady's  things.  Set  right  up  to 
the  lire,  marm  !  Hands  cold  ?  W ell,  just  run  'em  in  Bib's 
hair  —  we  keep  it  long  a  purpose." 

Bill  presented  bis  shaggy  hair,  but  I  declined  witb  an 
involuntary  sbudder. 

"Lawk,  if  she  aint  actually  shivering,"  cried  Mrs.  Burke. 
"Bring  in  some  more  wood.  Here,  take  this  hot  corn- 
dodger in  your  lap — it  is  as  good  as  soapstone." 

A  frightful  squall  announced  the  execution  of  the  rooster, 
and  shortly  afterward  be  was  bouncing  about  in  a  four-quart 
kettle,  hung  over  the  fire.  Sal  returned  to  her  churn,  but 
the  extraordinary  visitor  must  have  made  her  careless,  for 
she  upset  the  concern,  and  butter  and  butter-milk  went 
swimming  over  the  floor. 

"Grab  the  ladle,  Bill,"  cried  Mrs.  Burke,  "and  help  dip 
it  up.  Take  keer — don't  put  your  snarl  of  hair  in.  Strange 
how  folks  will  be  so  nasty!  Dick,  do  keep  your  feet  out  of 
the  butter-milk,  it  won't  be  fit  for  the  pigs  when  the  butter 
is  gethered.  Drive  tbat  ben  out.  quick,  she's  picked  up  a 
pound  of  butter  already.  There,  Sal,  do  try  and  churn  a 
little  more  keerful.  If  you  are  going  to  be  spliced  ter-mor- 
rey,  you  needn't  run  crazy  about  it." 

"I  advise  you  to  dry  up!"  remarked  the  bride-elect, 
thumping  away  at  the  churn. 

By  the  time  I  had  got  fairly  warmed  dinner  was  ready, 
and  you  may  be  sure  that  I  did  not  injure  myself  by  over- 
eating. 

10 
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Night  came  on  early,  and  after  a  social  chat  about  the 
event  of  the  morrow,  I  signified  my  desire  to  retire. 

Sill  lighted  a  pitch  knot,  and  climbed  a  ladder  in  one 
corner  of  the  room  ;  f  hesitated. 

"Come  on,"  cried  she,  "don't  be  afraid  ;  Sam,  and  Bill, 
and  Dick,  and  all  of  ye,  duck  your  heads  while  the  elder'fl 
wife  goes  up.  Look  out  for  the  loose  boards,  marm,  and 
mind,  or  you'll  smash  your  brains  out  against  that  beam. 
Take  care  of  the  hole  where  the  chimney  comes  through." 

Her  warning  came  too  late.  I  caught  my  foot  in  the  end 
of  a  board,  stumbled,  and  fell  headlong  through  what  ap- 
peared to  be  interminable  space,  but  it  was  only  to  the  room 
I  had  just  left,  where  I  was  saved  from  destruction  by  Bill, 
who  caught  me  in  his  arms  and  set  me  on  my  feet,  remark- 
ing coolly  :  — 

"  What  made  you  come  that  way  ?  We  generally  use  the 
ladder." 

I  was  duly  commiserated,  and  at  last  got  to  bed.  The 
less  said  about  that  night  the  better.  Bill  and  Dick  and 
four  others  slept  in  the  room  with  us,  and  made  the  air  vocal 
with  their  snoring.  I  fell  asleep  and  dreamed  I  was  just 
being  shot  from  the  muzzle  of  a  columbiad,  and  was  awak- 
ened by  Mr.  Morrison,  who  informed  me  that  it  was  morn- 
ing. 

The  marriage  was  to  take  place  before  breakfast,  and 
Sally  was  already  clad  in  her  bridal  robes  when  I  descended 
the  ladder. 

She  was  magnificent  in  green  calico  over  a  crinoline  full 
four  inches  larger  than  the  rest,  of  her  apparel,  a  white 
apron  with  red  strings,  blue  stockings,  a  yellow  neck-ribbon, 
and  white  cotton  gloves.  Her  reddish  hair  was  fastened  in 
a  pug  behind,  and  well  adorned  with  the  tail  feathers  of  the 
defunct  rooster  before  mentioned. 

When  it  was  announced  that  Lem  Lord,  the  groom,  wra9 
coming,  Sally  dived  behind  a  coverlet,  which  had  been  hung 
across  one  corner  of  the  room  to  conceal  sundry  pots  and 
kettles,  and  refused  to  come  forth.    Mr.  Lord  lifted  one 
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corner  of  the  curtain  and  peeped  in,  but  quickly  retreated 
with  a  stew  pan,  and  a  few  sharp  words  from  Sally  advising 
him  to  mind  his  own  business. 

Lemuel  was  dressed  in  bine,  with  bright  bullous.  The 
entire  suit  had  been  made  for  his  grandfather,  on  a  similar 
occasion.  His  hair  was  well  greased  with  tallow,  and  his 
huge  feet  encased  in  skin  pumps. 

Very  soon  the  company  began  to  gather,  and  the  room 
was  well  filled. 

"  Now,  elder,"  cried  the  bridegroom,  "  dive  ahead  !  I  want 
it  done  up  nice  ;  I'm  able  to  pay  for  the  job ;  do  ye  hear  ? 
Come,  father,  trot  out  your  gal !  " 

But  Sally  refused  to  be  trotted.  She  would  be  married 
where  she  was,  or  not  at  all.  We  urged  and  coaxed,  but 
she  was  firm  ;  and  it  was  finally  concluded  to  let  he  have 
her  own  way. 

Mr.  Morrison  arose,  the  happy  couple  joined  hands 
through  the  rent  in  the  coverlet,  and  the  ceremony  pro- 
ceeded. Just  as  Mr.  Morrison  was  asking  Lemuel  "  Will 
you  have  the  woman,"  etc.,  down  came  the  coverlet,  envel- 
oping bridegroom  and  pastor,  filling  the  house  with  dust. 
Dick  had  been  up  in  the  loft  and  cut  the  strings  which  held 
it.  Mr.  Morrison  crawled  out,  looked  decidedly  sheepish, 
and  Sally  was  obliged  to  be  married  openly.  To  the  mo- 
mentous question,  Lemuel  responded:  "To  be  sure;  what 
else  did  I  come  here  for?"  And  Sally  replied,  "Yaas,  if 
you  must  know." 

"Salute  your  bride,"  said  Mr.  Morrison,  when  all  was 
over. 

"I  am  ready  to  do  anything,  elder,"  said  Lemuel,  "but 
skin  me  if  I  know  about  that,  sir.  Just  show  me  how,  and 
I'll  do  it  if  it  kills  me." 

My  husband  drew  back  nervously,  but  Sally  advanced, 
threw  her  arms  around  his  neck,  and  gave  him  a  kiss  that 
made  the  very  windows  clatter. 

"I  vum,  if  I  don't  ditto  !  "  cried  Lemuel,  and  hastily  tak- 
ing a  huge  bite  from  a  piece  of  maple  sugar  which  he  drew 
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from  his  pocket,  he  made  a  dash  at  me,  smashed  my  collar, 
broke  my  watch  guard  into  a  dozen  pieces,  tore  my  hair 
down,  and  succeeded  in  planting  a  kiss  on  my  nose,  greatly 
to  the  delight  of  the  company. 

" Now,  elder,  what  is  the  damages  ?  Don't  be  afraid  to 
speak." 

"Whatever  you  please,  said  Mr.  Morrison.  Lemuel  pro- 
duced a  piece  of  fur. 

"There,  elder,"  said  he, ''there's  a  piece  of  muskrat'fi 
skin ;  and  out  in  the  shed  is  two  heads  of  cabbage,  and 
you're  welcome  to  the  hull  of  it." 

My  husband  bowed  his  thanks,  the  young  people  went  to 
dancing,  Mrs.  Burke  went  to  getting  breakfast,  and  at  my 
earnest  request,  Mr.  Morrison  got  our  horse  and  we  bade 
them  adieu.  I  never  should  have  lived  through  another 
meal  in  that  house. 

I  have  since  heard  that  Mr.  Lord  said  that  if  he  had  seen 
the  elder's  wife  before  he  married,  Sally  might  have  gone 
to  the  dickens. 

"Alas,  it  might  have  been  !  " 


DISOOVEKIES  m  WESTERN  AMERICA. 


IVE  years  ago,  in  1868,  a  great  river,  gathering  its 


_i_  waters  for  a  thousand  miles,  among  the  deep  gorges 
and  snow-clad  summits  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  plunged 
into  the  "Grand  Canon"  of  the  Colorado,  and  was  lost  for 
five  hundred  miles,  till,  as  was  supposed,  it  was  found  within 
one  or  two  hundred  miles  of  the  Gulf  of  California.  For 
"half  a  century  the  nation  had  owned  the  mountains  in  which 
it  had  its  origin,  and  for  nearly  half  that  time  the  head  of 
the  gulf  into  which  it  poured  its  waters;  but  the  desert 
wastes  through  which  it  ran  were  as  much  a  mystery  as  the 
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sources  of  the  Nile.  Mountain  trappers  and  [ndian  scouts 
had  followed  down  the  Green  and  the  Grand  Rivers  to 
where  they  unite  and  form  the  Colorado  of  the  We  I  ;  Fre- 
mont and  Gunnison  had  crossed  them  at  various  points; 
Lieutenant  Ives  had  explored  the  Colorado  from  the  Gulf 
of  California  up  into  a  marvelous  canon;  but  all  between 
was  alike  unknown  to  scienee.  Vast  and  sterile  as  the  cen- 
tral regions  of  America  confessedly  are,  the  ignorance  which 
prevailed  so  long  in  regard  to  this  great  river  was  by  no 
means  creditable  to  our  vaunted  enterprise.  Prompted  by  a 
determination  to  solve  the  mystery,  Major  Powell,  a  pro 
6or  in  the  Illinois  Normal  University,  obtained  from  Con- 
gress, in  the  winter  of  1867-8,  an  appropriation  in  the  shape 
of  transportation  and  rations  for  a  small  party,  with  whom 
he  proposed  to  follow  the  Colorado  down  to  the  Gulf  of 
California.  In  the  spring  of  18G8  he  crossed  the  Berthoud 
Pass  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  west  of  Georgetown,  and  fol- 
lowed down  the  Grand  River  to  southwestern  Colorado, 
where  most  of  the  party  went  into  winter  quarters.  Major 
Powell  returned,  had  four  boats  built  of  peculiar  construc- 
tion and  great  strength,  and  early  in  the  spring  of  1869  he 
had  them  transported  by  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  to  Green 
River.  There  they  were  launched,  and  he  commenced  his 
long  and  dangerous  voyage  down  the  Green,  a  principal 
branch  of  the  Colorado,  to  the  Gulf  of  California.  The  de- 
scription of  the  canon  of  the  Green  through  the  Uintah 
Mountains,  fully  detailed  at  the  time  by  Major  Powell  him- 
self, added  a  newT  and  wonderful  chapter  to  our  knowledge 
of  the  topography  of  the  country.  In  due  time  the  tiny 
fleet  with  its  brave  erew  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  Grand 
Canon  of  the  Colorado,  and  plunged  into  its  mysterious  re- 
cesses. After  months  of  toil  and  dangers  without  numbers, 
after  the  loss  of  some  of  their  boats  while  shooting  the  rap- 
ids, many  hair-breadth  escapes  from  drowning,  Major  Powell 
and  his  party  reached  the  section  of  the  river  explored  by 
Lieutenant  Ives,  and,  to  their  lasting  honor,  the  Grand  Canon 
of  the  Colorado  is  no  longer  a  mystery.    Its  cascades  and  its 
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cataracts;  its  awful  gorges,  some  of  then]  more  than 
thousand  feet  (a  mile  and  a  quarter)  deep;  its  geology,  and 
many  curious  facts  in  regard  to  the  extinct  races  who  once 
sought  refuge  from  the  savage  foes  among  its  beetling  crags, 
are  all  known. 

But  the  most  wonderful  discoveries  made  within  the  last 
five  years  are  the  Geysers  at  the  head-waters  of  the  Yel low- 
stone.  They  will  ever  be  ranked  among  the  wonders  of  the 
world.  From  childhood  we  have  all  seen  pictures  -of  the 
great  geysers  in  Iceland;  but  the  voyage  thither  is  so  long 
and  expensive;  the  journey  inland  for  fifty  or  one  hundred 
miles  is  so  dangerous  and  difficult,  and,  withal,  Iceland  is 
so  near  the  North  Pole,  that  probably  not  one  in  a  million 
who  have  read  the  accounts  of  them  have  ever  expected  to 
see  a  real,  live,  spouting  geyser.  The  Iceland  geyser,  in  its 
most  angry  moods,  throws  the  water  and  mud  one  hundred 
feet  high;  but,  according  to  careful  measurement,  the  Yel- 
lowstone geysers  belch  their  water  and  mud  more  than  two 
hundred  feet  in  air.  Notices  of  them,  derived  from  trappers 
and  mountain  guides,  began  to  make  their  way  into  the 
newspapers  in  1869  or  1870.  In  the  latter  year,  if  we  mis- 
take not,  Lieutenant  Doane  visited  them,  and  in  1871  Dr. 
Hay  den,  United  States  Geologist,  and  a  small  detachment 
of  the  army,  under  command  of  General  Barlow,  of. General 
Sheridan's  staff,  visited  them.  Their  descriptions  of  the 
geysers  on  Fire  Hole,  near  a  branch  of  the  Madison,  with  a 
series  of  illustrated  articles  in  Scribner's  Monthly,  attracted 
very  general  attention  to  this  new  world  of  wonders.  The 
pictures  of  them  begin  to  come  back  to  us  in  the  European 
illustrated  papers,  and  tourists  and  scientific  men  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic  will  be  equally  anxious  to  visit  this 
wonderful  locality.  The  falls  and  the  canon  of  the  Yellow- 
stone, on  the  way  to  the  geysers,  are  themselves  worth  a 
journey  of  a  thousand  miles  to  see.  Yellowstone  Lake, 
nestled  far  up  among  the  summits  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
might  well  employ  a  couple  of  weeks,  while  the  geysers 
themselves,  across  a  divide  nome  twenty  miles  to  the  north, 
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might  well  detain  the  tourist  and  the  scientific  explorer  for 
a  month.  Congress,  during  its  last  session,  wisely  devoted 
this  nook  of  the  mountains  to  a  public  park.  Avarice  will, 
therefore,  never  be  able  to  control  it  for  private  benefit. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  will 
run  within  fifty  or  sixty  miles  of  this  park,  and,  probably, 
by  the  summer  of  1874  or  '75,  the  people  of  the  whole  coun- 
try will  have  an  opportunity  to  visit  this  new  and  curious 
region.  Five  years  ago,  who  would  have  supposed  that  the 
mystery  of  the  Colorado  would  now  be  solved,  and  the  most 
wonderful  geyser  district  in  the  world  would  have  been  dis- 
covered on  the  head-waters  of  the  Missouri? 


EDITORIAL  NOTES, 


 The  words  of  the  "Star  Spangled  Banner,"  it  is  well  known,  were 

written  by  Francis  Scott  Key,  a  young  lawyer  of  Baltimore,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1814,  but  the  authorship  of  the  accompanying  music  is  not  known- 
The  antiquarian  authorities  say  the  tune  was  taken  from  an  old  English 
song,  entitled  "To  Anacreon  in  Heaven,"  but  the  authorship  ©f  both  the 
words  and  music  of  this  seem  to  be  forgotten  past  recall.  The  words  of 
"Hail  Columbia"  were  written  in  179S,  by  Joseph  Hopkinson,  of  Phila- 
delphia. Its  tune  was  likewise  borrowed,  or  stolen,  from  "The  Presi- 
dent's March,"  the  music  of  which  was  composed  by  Prof.  Phyla,  of 
Philadelphia.  The  words  of  the  National  Ode  beginning  "My  Country, 
tis  of  thee,"  were  written  by  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Francis  Smith,  and  the 
music  also  captured,  from  the  British  national  anthem  "  God  Save  the 
King." 

 The  Illinois  Institution  for  the  Education  of  Feeble-Minded  Chil- 
dren has  lately  made  its  eighth  annual  report.  This  public  charity  was 
organized  in  18G5.  It  is  under  the  able  superintendence  of  C.  T.  Wilbur, 
M.  D.,  assisted  by  a  matron,  a  clerk,  and  four  lady  teachers,  and  con- 
tains at  present  eighty-two  pupils.  This  number  is  all  that  can  be  ac- 
commodated at  present,  for  lack  of  room,  but  forms  but  a  very  small 
minority  of  this  sadly  unfortunate  class  in  Illinois,  as  the  census  of  1S70 
returned  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  persons  in  that 
state  as  idiotic,  a  number  exceeding  her  insane  population.  Of  course, 
he  state  of  Illinois  contains  no  greater  proportion  of  idiots  to  her  total 
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population  than  Iowa,  and  yet,  with  all  our  boasted  advance  in  all  char- 
itable and  educational  works  and  institution.  ,  our  legi     '  i 

pie  seem  strangely  to  have  entirely  overlooked  and  ignored  this  help- 
lessly stricken  class.  It  is  openly  declared, and  generally  admitted, that 
Penitentiary  No.  2,  began  to  be  built  at  Anamosa,  is  absolutely  not 
needed.  Why  not  convert  that  building,  when  completed, to  the  benign 
uses  of  a  school  for  the  feeble-minded  children  of  Iowa,  many  of  whom 
are  languishing  in  poor-houses,  or  imprisoned  in  jails?  Whal  grandei 
monument  could  any  of  our  statesmen  ask  than  could  be  hewn  from 
the  Anamosa  quarries  in  the  form  and  semblance  of  a  great  educational 
edifice  for  the  feeble-minded  children  of  the  state?  Its  inmates,  with 
all  the  advantages  it  could  afford  them,  might  often  remain  too  imbecile 
to  hurrah  much  for  their  champions  at  election,  but  the  incense  of  child- 
ish prayers  and  praises  that  would  nightly  ascend  to  heaven  from  it 
might,  for  the  politician  who  secured  its  erection,  have  a  salutary  influ- 
ence at  the  resurrection. 

 The  January  number  for  1872  of  the  Annals  of  Towa  has  been 

sent  to  Mr.  Steiger,  of  Newr  York,  the  Agent  of  the  United  States  Com- 
missioner, to  form  an  integral  part  of  the  Vienna  Exposition.  The 
number  mentioned  was  selected  because  of  its  containing  a  line  engrav- 
ing, the  portrait  of  the  lion.  Philip  Viele,  of  Fort  Madison. 

 The  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  the  organ  of  the  New 

England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  has  just  completed  its  twenty- 
sixth  volume.  It  is  a  large  quarterly,  devoted  to  American  Biography, 
Genealogy,  Heraldry,  etc.  John  Ward  Dean,  18  Somerset  street,  Boston 
receives  subscriptions  for  it. 

 The  tenth  volume  of  the  "Memoirs  of  the  Historical  Society  of 

Pennsylvania,"  a  book  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pages,  has  lately  been 
issued.  It  is  embellished  with  a  finely  engraved  likeness  of  James 
Logan,  Secretary  of  the  "Province  of  Pennsylvania"  at  the  beginning  of 
the  last  century,  and  the  contents  are  composed  chiefly  of  correspond- 
ence between  him  and  William  Penn.  It  comprehends  seven  years  in 
the  history  of  the  "Province,"  from  the  beginning  of  1705  to  the  close 
of  1711. 
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From  a  Private  Diary. 


THE  first  settlers  of  Iowa  might  be  divided  into  three 
classes, — persons  who  had  large  families,  were  in  lim- 
ited circumstances,  and  moved  west  so  as  to  get  cheap  land 
for  their  children ;  persons  who  had  been  wealthy,  but  by 
misfortune  in  business  had  lost  their  possessions,  and  came 
west  to  regain  their  fortunes;  and  young  men,  who  came 
west  to  start  on  the  journey  of  life. 

The  Sunday  evening  after  I  came  to  Fairfield,  I  took  a 
walk,  and  about  a  mile  from  town  I  came  to  a  cabin,  the 
home  of  E.  Taylor.  Taylor  was  the  first  squatter  on  this 
piece  of  land,  had  built  a  comfortable  house,  and  there  was 
a' large  pile  of  logs  laying  by  his  door  for  a  stable.  It  was 
a  pleasant  spring  evening,  and  either  by  design  or  accident, 
Taylor,  with  his  whole  family,  had  left  their  domicile,  and 
seated  themselves  on  a  long  log.  The  family  consisted  of 
himself,  wife,  and  fourteen  children.  On  the  log  was  first 
Taylor,  then  his  wife,  the  largest  child  next,  and  tapering 
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off  with  a  regular  grade,  the  last  being  a  youngster  ju  I 
able  to  toddle  about.  In  this  little  group  were  three  pair 
of  twins,  and  the  oldest  child  was  only  about  fourteen  years 
of  age.  After  a  little  conversation  J  continued  my  walk 
ahout  a  mile  further,  and  came  to  a  cabin  situated  near  the 
prairie  in  the  edge  of  a  beautiful  grove.  This  was  the 
home  of  Alvah  White,  who  bad  squatted  here  on  the  public 
land  and  made  some  improvements,  lie  was  a  cooper  by 
trade,  and  near  his  dwelling  he  had  built  a  cabin  for  a  coop- 
er shop.  These  two  families  were  a  different  cast.  Taylor 
was  a  hard  working  man,  had  always  been  in  limited  cir- 
cumstances, and  moved  west  for  the  benelit  of  his  family. 
White  had  been  in  the  enjoyment  of  wealth,  had  lost  his 
possession,  and  come  west  with  the  hopes  of  regaining  his 
fortune.  Taylor,  after  procuring  the  title  to  his  land,  and 
making  valuable  improvements,  sold  his  possessions,  moved 
west,  and  squatted  on  other  lands.  And  he  and  his  numer- 
ous family,  by  their  industry,  provided  themselves  with 
comfortable  homes.  White  was  of  a  speculative  turn,  and 
preferred  to  make  his  living  by  sharp  trading  rather  than 
hard  work.  He  was  the  owner  of  a  valuable  claim,  and 
had  a  considerable  amount  of  personal  property  about  him. 
He  was  the  only  cooper  near  Fairfield,  his  work  was  in  de- 
mand at  high  prices,  and  there  was  no  individual  in  the 
whole  settlement  who  had  a  fairer  prospect  of  future  wealth 
than  Alvah  White. 

A  short  time  before  my  visit,  John  White,  a  younger 
brother,  had  come  west  and  stopped  with  his  brother,  and  at 
this  time  the  cooper  shop  was  occupied  as  a  dwelling. 
John  White  was  then  a  young  man,  about  twenty-live  years 
old,  had  a  wife  and  three  children,  the  oldest  .about  three  year3 
old.  His  wife,  though  the  mother  of  three  children,  was  not 
out  of  her  teens;  she  was  prepossessing  in  her  looks,  her 
clothes  cleanly,  and  neatly  adjusted  to  her  person;  and  she 
bore  about  her  an  air  of  fascination.  The  scanty  furniture 
about  the  house  was  well  arranged,  a  place  for  everything, 
and  everything  in  its  place.    The  clothes,  her  person,  her 
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house,  and  everything  about  it,  were  a  perfect  model  of 
neatness  and  order.  John  "White  was  tall  and  slim  in  per- 
son; had  a  keen  black  eye;  sharp,  shrill  voice;  a  firm,  hold 
bearing.  They  were  apparantly  fondly  devoted  to  each 
other,  and  perfectly  harmonious  in  their  views  and  feelings. 
There  seemed  to  be  something  about  this  young  conple,  it 
is  hard  to  tell  what,  that  attracted  the  attention  of  the  ob- 
server, and  impressed  the  mind  they  would  make  for  them- 
selves a  history  in  the  future.  They  came  west  poor;  at 
this  time  they  could  not  sum  their  possessions  by  thousands, 
nor  hardly  by  hundreds;  but  they  both  cultivated  a  deter- 
mination to  get  property,  and  become  wealthy. 

That  season  congress  passed  a  bankrupt  law.  Alvah, 
having  a  large  amount  of  debts  hanging  over  him,  contract- 
ed where  he  came  from,  thought  to  relieve  himself  from 
these  liabilities  b}T  taking  the  benefit  of  this  act — and  not 
long  after  John  became  the  owner  of  AlvaVs  claim,  and 
most  of  his  personal  property,  and  the  brother  moved  to 
Van  Buren  county,  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  bankrupt 
law,  and  in  due  process  of  time  got  his  discharge.  Soon 
after  getting  relieved  from  his  debts,  Alvah  came  back  to 
Jefferson  county,  and  desired  to  buy  back  his  property; 
but  John  did  not  feel  disposed  to  sell  to  him.  Alvah  claim- 
ed that  John  had  wronged  him,  but  however  this  might 
have  been,  after  having  complied  with  the  requisitions  of 
the  bankrupt  law,  he  was  in  a  poor  position  to  contend 
with  his  brother.  From  this  time  on  Alvah's  life  was  beset 
with  hardships  and  disappointments  ;  he  struggled  along  for 
a  few  years  to  support  his  family,  but  his  health  failed  him, 
so  that  he  could  not  labor,  and  he  died  a  county  charge. 

In  the  winter  of  1842-43  the  lands  about  Fairfield  were 
brought  into  market,  and  John,  not  having  the  money  to 
purchase  his  land,  sold  his  claim,  for  which  he  realized 
about  a  thousand  dollars.  The  purchase  of  Indian  lands 
made  in  the  fall  of  1842  were  to  be  open  for  settlement  on 
the  first  of  the  following  May.  But  previous  to  that  time, 
John  White,  in  company  wfith  John  Montgomery  and  The- 
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nix  Gestford,  went  into  the  Indian  country  on  <-m  explor- 
ing expedition,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  a  desirable  loca- 
tion for  making  claims.  They  selected  their  locations,  and 
as  soon  as  they  were  permitted  to  settle  on  the  new  purchase, 
took  the  necessary  steps  to  perfect  a  claim  title  to  the 
lands  of  their  choice. 

Their  claims  joined  each  other,  and  upon  the  organizing 
of  Mahaska  county,  the  county  seat  was  located  on  a  por- 
tion of  their  lands.  White  selected  a  site  for  his  cabin 
about  a  mile  north  of  where  the  town  was  laid  out,  on  an 
elevated  piece  of  ground,  in  a  grove,  two  or  three  acres  in 
extent.  The  natural  scenery  here  was  beautiful,  and  na- 
ture's beauty  was  improved  by  the  hand  of  toil  and  skill, 
until  it  became  a  lovely  spot,  and  here  John  White  made 
his  home.  As  soon  as  he  got  his  log  house  tenable,  he 
moved  into  it,  and  was  among  the  first,  if  not  the  first,  man 
who  settled  in  Mahaska  county  with  his  family.  Immedi- 
ately after  he  had  got  his  family  into  their  cabin,  necessity 
compelled  him  to  go  back  into  the  settlement  for  provisions, 
and  his  wife,  w^ith  her  three  little  children,  remained  eight 
long  days  at  their  new  home  without  seeing  a  solitary  indi- 
vidual they  knewT.  But  they  had  a  mutual  determination 
and  will  to  endure  privations  and  hardships,  that  they  might 
lay  the  foundation  for  their  future  success.  And  by  their 
industry  and  saving,  by  the  time  the  lands  were  brought 
into  market,  they  had  accumulated  money  enough  to  pur- 
chase their  lands  from  the  government,  and  make  them- 
selves a  comfortable  home. 

White,  by  his  foresight,  industry,  and  perseverance,  was 
successful  in  his  undertakings,  and,  like  Midus  of  old,  every 
thing  he  touched  appeared  to  turn  into  gold.  He  first 
farmed,  then  dealt  in  land  warrants,  loaned  money,  and  be- 
came an  extensive  banker,  so  much  so,  that  most  of  his 
time  was  devoted  to  financial  affairs.  Yet  he  took  much 
interest  in  public  afiairs;  was  generally  around  the  court 
house  when  court  was  in  session,  attended  conventions,  and 
was  quite  a  politician.    At  these  public  gatherings  I  fre- 
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quently  met  him.  Though  &  live  in  public  life,  his  pre- 
dominant passion  was  making  money;  and  be  seldom  en- 
gaged in  u  private  conversation,  unless  he  could  turn  the 
discourse  upon  financial  subjects. 

As  an  illustration  of  his  ruling  passion,  it  was  told  of 
him,  that  at  one  time  he  was  informed  that  a  stranger  was 
coming  to  town  to  borrow  some  money.  While  engaged 
near  the  road,  he  saw  a  person  coming  whom  he  imagined 
was  the  man,  and  when  the  stranger  came  up,  the  follow- 
ing colloquy  took  place :  — 

Stranger.    "Is  this  the  road  to  Montezuma?" 

White.  "Ten  per  cent  with  real  estate  security  of  twice 
the  value  of  the  money  loaned." 

Stranger.    "I  think  you  did  not  understand  me." 

White.  "I  do  not  take  into  consideration  the  improve- 
ments." 

Stranger.  "What  are  you  talking  about.  I  want  to 
know  if  this  is  the  road  to  Montezuma." 

White.  "I  will  take  a  judgment  note  waiving  all  valua- 
tion, loss,  and.  stay  of  execution." 

At  this  response  the  stranger  pursued  his  journey. 

White  was  kind  and  benevolent  when  properly  approach- 
ed, but  vindictive  and  revengeful  when  accosted.  In  his 
dealings  he  was  prompt  to  fulfill  his  contracts, .  paid  every 
cent  he  agreed  to,  and  wanted  all  that  was  due  him.  In 
his  bargains  he  carefully  calculated  every  contingency  of 
the  future,  and  had  his  contracts  made  to  meet  them,  and 
he  wanted  the  conditions  of  his  bond,  however  close  it 
might  cut.  White  accumulated  wealth,  till,  instead  of  cal- 
culating his  possessions  by  hundreds  of  dollars,  he  estimat- 
ed it  by  hundreds  of  thousands.  He  was  fondly  devoted 
to  his  family,  and  particularly  to  his  wife ;  they  became 
the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  but  disease  fastened  hold 
of  one  after  another,  till  they  only  had  one  left. 

When  left  with  his  wife  and  only  one  child,  a  little  girl, 
a  belief  came  over  his  mind  that  he  was  poor,  and  that  his 
wife  and  child  would  come  to  want;  a  foreboding  he  could 
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not  endure,  Though  he  was  regarded  as  the  richest  man 
in  the  county,  had  his  broad  acres  of  well  improved  Land, 
a  spacious  brick  mansion  luxuriously  furnished,  bis  (own 
property,  and  hank  stock  —  possessions  worth  a  quarter  of  a 
million,  yet  lie  could  not  divest  himself  of  the  thought 
that  he  was  poor  and  would  come  to  want.  While  under 
this  depression  of  spirits,  he  had  occasion  to  go  to  Chicago, 
to  adjust  with  the  hank  there  his  accounts.  After  having 
satisfactorily  closed  his  business,  he  proposed  to  borrow 
ten  thousand  dollars  to  take  home  with  him.  The  bank 
officers  thinking  there  was  something  wrong  about  him,  de- 
clined to  give  him  the  money,  but  told  him  he  might  draw 
on  them  for  the  amount.  This  he  construed  to  be  a  want 
of  confidence  in  his  ability  to  pay,  and  he  frequently  utter- 
ed, in  plaintive  tones,  this  expression  —  "Poor  John  White; 
can't  borrow  ten  thousand  dollars!"  Alter  he  came  home 
his  foreboding  continued  to  weigh  heavier  and  heavier  up- 
on his  mind.  One  day  he  took  a  walk  over  his  farm,  and 
carefully  examined  the  fields,  fences,  and  stock;  came  back 
to  the  house,  threw  himself  upon  a  sofa,  called  his  wife  to 
his  side,  and  told  her  everything  wTas  going  to  ruin;  she 
would  come  to  w7ant;  that  he  could  not  endure  it;  and  wept 
most  bitterly.  She  talked  to  him  with  kind  and  consoling 
words.  His  excited  feelings  became  apparently  composed, 
and  his  fearful  foreboding  seemed  to  pass  from  his  troubled 
mind,  and  he  assumed  an  air  of  cheerfulness.  After  rest- 
ing a  while,  he  got  up,  wralked  about  the  yard,  then  towards 
the  barn;  his  wife,  anxious  about  him,  aimed  to  be  where 
she  could  watch  his  movements;  while  he  was  near  the 
barn,  domestic  affairs  called  her  into  the  house  for  a  few 
moments.  As  soon  as  he  sawT  he  was  not  watched,  he 
slipped  into  the  barn,  and  securely  fastened  on  the  inside 
every  entrance.  His  wife  soon  came  out  of  the  house,  not 
seeing  him,  fearing  something  was  wrong,  hurried  to  the 
barn,  endeavored  to  gain  admittance,  but  could  not.  She 
called,  in  a  loud  shrill  voice  her  husband,  by  name,  but  that 
yoice,  which  had  been  accustomed  to  respond  to  her  calls 
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in  accents  of  love  and  affection,  made  no  answer.  She  tried 
every  avenue  of  entrance  to  gain  admission,  but  found  them 
all  firmly  fastened  on  the  inside.  She  at  last,  by  running  a 
stick  through  a  crack,  succeeded  in  unloosening  a  fastening, 
and  gained  admittance.  She  gave  a  hasty  look  about  the 
premises,  but  saw  nothing  of  her  husband;  site  hurried  up 
the  stairs  that  led  to  the  loft,  where  her  eyes  were  met  with 
the  lifeless  body  of  her  husband,  suspended  in  the  air  by 
the  neck,  with  a  log  chain.  The  companion  of  her  life  had 
gone;  he  was  no  more.  And  now,  in  the  grave  yard  near 
his  residence,  a  costly  monument  designates  the  final  rest- 
ing place  of  John  White,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Mahas- 
ka county. 

When  I  first  came  to  Fairfield  there  were  about  a  score  of 
bashful  young  men,  but  not  a  marriageable  resident  young 
lady  in  the  place;  and  there  were  but  a  very  few  grown 
young  girls  in  the  country.  A  few  months  after  my  arri- 
val, there  came  to  the  county  a  Miss  Scott,  from  Ohio,  on  a 
visit  to  her  sister,  who  lived  about  eight  miles  from  Fair- 
field. On  her  arrival  she  stopped,  a  short  time  in  the  town, 
and  was  a  frequent  visitor  of  the  place  afterwards.  Miss 
Scott  gave  evidence  of  having  moved  in  good  society  where 
she  came  from,  was  good  looking,  well  informed,  aud  was 
able  to  dress  in  her  silks  and  other  costly  apparel.  A 
young  lady  of  this  bearing,  at  that  time,  made  no  small 
sensation  among  the  young  men  of  this  locality.  Miss  Scott 
was  inclined  to  be  coquettish,  and  knowing  her  position, 
she  was  not  slow  in  drawing  the  attention  of  young  men, 
and  exciting  their  admiration.  A  few  months  after  she 
came  west,  one  Saturday,  some  parties  came  into  town  to 
get  me  to  go  into  the  neighborhood  where  Miss  Scott's  sis- 
ter lived,  to  attend  to  a  law-suit  before  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
Not  having  any  conveyance  of  my  own,  my  clients  took  me 
out  in  theirs.  The  suit  lasted  till  a  late  hour,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  I  did  not  come  home  that  night.  The  next 
day  being  Sunday,  I  was  in  no  hurry  about  getting  home, 
.  and  there  was  to  be  held  a  Methodist  quarterly  meeting  in 
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the  neighborhood,  and  I  concluded  to  stay  and  attend  it. 
At  the  appointed  time  most  of  tin;  family  with  whom  i 
stopped,  with  myself,  repaired  to  the  place  appointed  for 
divine  service,  which  was  at  a  neighboring  farm  house.  It 
being  a  warm  spring  day,  the  audience  was  much  larger 
than  could  get  into  the  house,  and  many  found  seats  in  the 
yard.  This  meeting  was  on  the  circuit  of  the  Rev.  Joel 
Arington,  who  was  a  man  of  the  west,  a  popular  preacher, 
and  much  respected.  He  had  his  own  peculiarities,  was 
fond  of  cracking  his.  jokes,  never  happier  than  when  sur- 
rounded with  a  company  of  young  folks,  and  generally  offi- 
ciated at  all  the  weddings  within  the  bounds  of  his  circuit. 
The  presiding  elder  was  the  Rev.  Henry  Summers,  who, 
with  his  family,  made  his  home  in  Illinois,  but  his  district 
was  in  Iowra,  and  he  was  the  first  presiding  elder  in  this 
locality.  His  apparel  was  neat,  but  peculiar;  his  outer 
garments  were  of  jean  cloth;  the  front  of  his  coat  was  cut 
oval  from  the  neck  to  the  extremity  of  the  skirt,  and  had  a 
standing  collar;  he  wore  a  white  cravat  without  shirt  collar; 
and  a  broad-brimed  white  hat;  his  whole  wardrobe  was 
very  plain,  and  of  the  quaker  fashion,  and  was  in  marked 
contrast  with  the  apparel  of  Methodist  preachers  of  late 
date.  He  was  a  devoted  Christian,  and  a  good  orator,  and 
on  this  occasion  he  poured  forth  a  strain  of  eloquence  which 
frequently  brought  tears  from  the  eyes  of  his  hearers.  This 
part  of  the  country  at  that  time  had  only  been  settled  a  lit- 
tle over  two  years,  and  the  first  settlers  were  in  limited  cir- 
cumstances, and  of  a  class  of  people  not  very  polished  in 
their  manners,  though  possessed  of  kind  and  generous 
hearts.  At  this  meeting  an  incident  happened  which  made 
a  lasting  impression  on  my  mind. 

A  hat  was  passed  around  to  take  up  a  collection  in  behalf 
of  the  elder,  and  not  the  first  dime  was  contributed;  his 
hearers  had  a  plenty  of  bacon  and  corn,  which  they  were 
willing  to  give,  but  had  no  money  to  spare.  After  this 
effort  to  raise  money  the  elder,  in  a  very  modest  way,  allud- 
ed to  his  wants;  and  remarked  that  he  had  not  the  money 
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to  pay  his  ferriage  across  the  Mississippi;  but  his  trust  was 
in  his  God,  and  lie  would  provide  for  his  wants.  This  ap- 
peal touched  my  feelings.  I  had  a  silvei  half-dollar  in  my 
purse,  the  only  money  I  then  possessed,  which  i  took  from 
my  pocket,  and  placed  in  my  closed  hand,  and  as  he  came 
out  of  the  house  I  saluted  him  with  a  friendly  grip,  and 
passed  the  half-dollar  from  my  hand  into  his,  and  felt  much 
more  comfortable  with  it  in  his  possession  than  in  my  own. 

At  this  meeting  there  were  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
persons  present,  many  of  whom  had  come  a  long  distance, 
some  on  foot,  some  in  wagons,  but  most  on  horse-back. 
There  were  in  this  assembly  noble  heros,  devoted  Christian 
souls,  and  strong  minds.  But  their  exterior  appearance 
was  rather  savage  and  grotesque;  buck-skin  entered  largely 
into  the  material  of  the  garments  of  the  men,  and  linsey 
dresses  were  the  prevailing  apparel  of  the  women.  Most 
of  the  women,  instead  of  bonnets,  had  handkerchiefs  tied 
over  their  heads;  occasionally  there  was  a  hood  or  sun  bon- 
net. The  coverings  for  the  heads  of  the  men  were  of  vari- 
ous sizes,  shapes,  and  fashions.  Most  of  this  assembly  had 
come  from  different  localities,  and  their  clothing  represent- 
ed the  fashions  of  their  former  residences.  One  man,  who 
particularly  attracted  my  attention,  wore  a  cap  made  out  of 
wolf  skins,  apparently  of  home  manufacture.  On  the  front 
was  placed  the  face  of  the  wolf,  and  great  pains  had  been 
taken  to  make  the  ears,  eyes,  nose,  and  whole  countenance 
look  life-like ;  just  back  of  the  frontispiece  were  the  fore 
paws,  one  on  each  side:  on  the  back  part  were  placed  the 
hind  feet,  extending  a  little  below  the  lower  edge  of  the 
cap,  between  which  hung  down  the  back  of  the  owner  a 
full-length  wolfs  tail,  the  whole  cap  representing  a  wolf, 
as  if  squatted  down  to  make  a  pounce  upon  his  prey. 

A  little  out  of  the  crowd,  sitting  on  a  pile  of  rocks,  was 
a  large,  well  made,  line  looking  man  of  about  sixty  years, 
dressed  in  broad  cloth,  though  his  garments  looked  rather 
rusty,  and  as  though  they  had  seen  much  service.  I  had 
heard  of  this  individual,  and  knew  he  had  quite  recently 
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come  to  the  settlement,  but  I  had  never  seen  him  before. 
This  man  was  Matthew  Spurlock,  who  had  gained  the  sobri- 
quet of  Bogus  Spurlock.  He  was  sitting  by  himself,  with  a 
pensive,  down-cast  look,  as  if  meditating  about  matters  of 
grave  importance.  Spurlock  afterwards  settled  on  lands 
purchased  from  the  Indians  in  1842,  and  was  among  the 
first  settlers  of  Polk  township,  and  the  first  man  that  built 
a  house  in  Abingdon.  lie  came  to  the  county  from  Illinois, 
and  was  a  man  of  much  notoriety  in  the  west,  aJbout  the 
time  Iowa  was  first  settled.  Spurlock  was  not  only  preposs- 
essing in  his  appearance,  but  was  possessed  of  much  more 
than  ordinary  intellect,  well  informed,  perfectly  versed  in 
the  dispositions  of  men,  and  had  a  peculiar  faculty  to  ingra- 
tiate himself  into  the  confidence  of  those  around  him.  At 
some  periods  of  his  life  he  was  inclined  to  dissipation,  and 
at  others  to  be  very  religious,  and  sometimes  assumed  to 
preach  the  gospel.  He  was  a  stoic  in  his  disposition,  and 
seemed  to  be  at  ease  and  have  self-command,  whatever 
might  be  his  surroundings.  He  was  a  smith  by  trade,  and 
possessed  of  great  mechanical  skill,  manufactured  bowie 
knives  of  the  finest  finish,  and  could  make  dies  as  perfect 
as  those  used  by  government  for  coining  money.  He  was 
generally  known  by  the  name  of  Bogus  Spurlock,  a  title 
which  he  seemed  to  covet  and  be  proud  of.  When  the 
lands  in  Iowa  were  first  brought  into  market,  nothing  was 
received  at  the  land  office  but  gold  and  silver  coin ;  and  a 
great  portion  of  the  money  was  silver,  among  which  was  a 
large  quantity  of  spurious  coin,  which  was  generally  called 
bogus  money;  and  he  was  called  Bogus  Spurlock  from  the 
fact  that  his  name  was  extensively  published  as  being  the 
manufacturer  of  this  kind  of  money.  This  seemed  to  be  in 
accordance  with  his  own  wishes,  for  he  would  frequently 
have  in  his  possession  brand  new  silver  coin,  which  he 
claimed  he  had  made,  and  gather  around  him,  in  some  se- 
cluded place  a  few  individvals,  and  make  exhibitions  of  his 
new  money,  and  give  a  description  of  what  it  was  composed 
and  how  it  was  made,  and  defy  any  one  to  detect  it  in  Illi- 
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nois — claiming  Unit  such  money  could  be  made  for  about 
twelve  cents  to  the  dollar,  and  representing  that  if  any  oik; 
would  give  him  good  money  to  manufacture,  be  could  afford 
to  give  two  dollars  for  one.  Genteel  appearing,  well  dressed 
strangers  were  frequent  guests  at  his  house,  who  would  stay 
a  few  days  and  then  disappear,  and  who  they  were,  where 
they  came  from,  or  what  their  business  was,  was  not  made 
known  to  any  oue.  There  was  no  doubt  but  he  could  make 
dies,  and  coin  money;  but  it  was  very  doubtful  whether  he 
ever  made  any  spurious  coin,  further  than  specimens  to 
boast  his  skill.  He  held  to  the  axiom  that  those  who  were 
disposed  to  cheat  others  ought  to  be  cheated  themselves. 
And  probably  the  extent  of  his  manufacturing  spurious 
coin  was  to  use  such  means  as  induced  those  who  were  dis- 
honest and  disposed  to  defraud  others,  to  deposit  with  him 
good  money,  for  the  purpose  of  being  manufactured  into 
spurious  coin,  and  when  once  in  his  possession,  appropriat- 
ing it  to  his  own  use,  thinking  that  those  who  left  the  money 
with  him  for  this  purpose  would  not  dare  to  make  the  mat- 
ter public.  And  when  the  parties  came  back  for  their  de- 
posits, instead  of  giving  them  spurious  money  for  their 
good,  as  they  expected,  he  would  deliver  to  them  a  lecture 
on  morality,  and  exhort  them  to  endeavor  to  make  a  living 
by  honest  industry;  and  tell  them,  to  enforce  these  admo- 
nitions on  their  minds,  he  would  keep  their  money  for  his 
own  use.  This  might  be  regarded  as  rather  an  unusual 
mode  of  reforming  the  morals  of  men,  yet  it  is  probable 
that  many  individuals  received  from  Spurlock  in  this  way, 
lessons  which  checked  their  evil  inclinations,  and  that  they 
profited  thereby  in  after  life. 

Spurlock  at  one  time  was  the  owner  of  a  large  farm  in 
Illinois,  and  was  regarded  as  being  wealthy:  but  through 
the  means  of  obtaining  his  wealth,  or  from  some  other  cause, 
he  had  some  very  vindictive  enemies;  and  he  became  in- 
volved in  law-suits,  till  he  spent  most  of  his  means;  and 
among  other  difficulties,  he  was  indicted  for  stealing  a 
buggy,  which  had  been  found,  taken  to  pieces,  and  conceal- 
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ed  under  the  hay  in  his  barn.  The  pressure  in  his  n< 
borhood  in  Illinois  was  so  great  00  him,  thai  he  t  lioiiL'lit  it 
advisable  to  leave  without  much  public  ceremony,  and  took 
up  his  abode  just  on  the  border  of  the  Indian  country.  He 
had  been  put  under  bond,  for  his  appearance  al  court,  and 
his  bail  not  wishing  to  pay  the  forfeiture,  hunted  him  up, 
and  came  to  Iowa  after  him,  with  a  requisition  from  the 
governor  of  Illinois.  Spurlock  was  arrested,  and  the  officer 
started  with  him  for  Illinois;  but  during  his  short  residence 
in  Iowa,  he  had  made  for  himself  some  devoted  friends; 
and  as  soon  as  it  was  known  he  was  in  difficulty,  his  friends 
pursued  and  overtook  the  party  in  Fairfield,  and  gave  bond 
for  his  appearance  at  court,  and  he  was  released  from  cus- 
tody. Spurlock,  at  the  appointed  time,  went  to  Illinois  and 
had  his  trial,  in  wrhich  it  was  shown  that  some  of  his  enemies 
had  concealed  the  buggy  in  his  barn,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
volving him  in  difficulty.  Spurlock  may  have  been  the 
greatest  of  scoundrels,  and  this  reputation,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, was  awarded  to  him  by  public  opinion,  and  he  may 
have  deserved  the  severest  punishment  as  a  violator  of  the 
law,  but  if  this  was  the  case,  he  was  shrewd  enough  to 
manage  his  affairs  in  such  a  way  that  he  could  not  be  de- 
tected, for  he  wTas  never  convicted  of  any  crime.  Soon 
after  Spurlock  settled  in  this  county,  there  was  discovered, 
on  "Walnut  Creek,  a  substance  which  was  supposed  to  be 
silver  ore.  'This  for  a  while  created  much  interest  in  the 
county,  and  the  most  influential  men  in  the  neighborhood 
became  very  much  interested  in  testing  its  qualities,  and 
ascertaining  the  extent  of  its  supposed  value.  But  no  one 
of  those  interested  were  possessed  of  sufficient  chemical 
skill  to  make  a  test.  Application  was  made  to  Spurlock  to 
analyze  the  mineral.  On  inspection,  Spurlock  gave  it  as 
his  opinion  that  it  was  silver  ore  'of  the  richest  quality,  but 
informed  those  interested  that  he  could  not  test  it  for  the 
want  of  suitable  chemical  apparatus.  To  supply  this  defi- 
ciency money  was  raised  and  put  into  his  hands,  and  for  his 
own  services  he  was  presented  with  a  tine  horse.  Spurlock 
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soon  got  crucibles  and  all  things  necessary  for  the  test,  and 
made  the  necessary  experiments,  and  exhibited  pieces  of 
silver,  which  he  claimed  were  produced  from  the  mineral. 
Spur  lock  being  of  such  a  notorious  character,  fearing  there 
might  be  something  wrong  in  his  tests,  the  parties  interest- 
ed proposed  to  witness  his  experiments.  This  was  readily 
assented  to  on  the  part  of  Spurlock,  and  at  the  appointed 
time  they  went  to  his. shop,  examined  every  thing  critically, 
and  carefully  watched  the  process  of  the  experiment.  Af- 
ter applying  a  suitable  heat  to  the  crucible,  Spurlock  pour- 
ed out  the  contents,  and  there  was  found  to  be  about  fifty 
per  cent  of  the  mineral  in  pure  silver.  This  experiment 
gave  conlidence  to  those  who  had  procured  the  mineral, 
and  for  a  while  there  was  no  lack  of  applicants  to  join  in 
organizing  a  mining  company.  But  by  some  means  it  was 
circulated  around  that  Spurlock,  previous  to  making  this 
experiment,  had  cut  up  with  a  tile  some  silver  coin,  mixed 
the  filings  with  beeswax,  and  with  this  compound  lined  the 
inside  of  the  crucible,  which  he  used  in  making  the  exper- 
iment. After  this  report  was  circulated,  on  further  exam- 
ination it  was  concluded  that  the  discovered  mineral  was 
nothing  but  iron-pyrites,  and  the  excitement  about  the 
silver  mine  soon  died  away. 

Spurlock,  for  a  series  of  years,  was  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  I  occasionally  practiced  before  him.  He  had  clear  con- 
ceptions of  right  and  wrong,  his  decisions  were  generally 
equitable  and  in  accordance  with  law,  and  he  presided  over 
his  court  wTith  much  dignity.  On  one  occasion  I  called  at 
his  house  on  some  professional  business,  and  found  him, 
somewhat  exhilarated,  seated  at  a  table  with  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  a  pitcher  of  water,  a  tumbler,  and  a  bottle  of  whiskey 
before  him,  very  busily  engaged  in  writing.  I  asked  him 
what  he  was  doing,  and  his  reply  was,  that  he  was  writing  a 
sermon,  and  that  heretofore  his  hearers  had  complained  that 
his  sermons  were  not  spiritual  enough,  and  to  improve  in 
this  respect  he  had  got  some  spirits  to  aid  him  in  his  com- 
position, and  he  felt  coniident  the  discourse  he  was  then 
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preparing  would  be  satisfactory  to  his  audience  in  this  re- 
spect. 

Spur  lock  lived  to  be  quite  advanced  in  years,  and  was  a 
remarkable  man;  wherever  he  went  he  attracted  attention, 
commanded  respect,  and  always  had  warm  devoted  friends, 
and  whatever  faults  he  might  have  had  himself,  lie  raised  a 
large  family  of  children,  who  did  not  imitate  the  habits 
which  were  attributed  to  their  lather,  but  grew  up  to  make 
highly  respectable  citizens. 

At  this  meeting  there  were  only  two  maiden  women, — 
Miss  De  Tashmat  and  Miss  Scott.  Miss  De  Tashmat  was  a 
stout,  well  proportioned  girl,  fresh  countenanced,  and  neat 
in  her  person,  but  she  had  had  but  little  culture  other  than 
nature's  own.  She  had  on  a  linsey  well-fitted  dress,  proba- 
bly of  her  own  manufacture  and  make;  a  pair  of  coarse 
shoes,  unpolished;  around  her  neck  she  wore  a  string  of 
large  yellow  glass  beads;  on  her  hands  were  a  pair  of  red 
wollen  mitts,  and  she  wore  a  white  quilted  sun  bonnet,  with 
the  front  part  turned  back,  so  as  to  give  a  full  view  of 
her  face.  She  was  of  a  lively  turn,  spry  and  active  as  a  cat ; 
she  could  pick  corn,  dig  potatoes,  wash  dirty  clothes,  scrub 
the  floor,  leap  on  a  horse's  back  and  ride  equal  to  any  of 
the  young  men ;  and  never  seemed  better  pleased  than  when 
running  a  race  with  some  of  her  gallants. 

Miss  Scott  was  dressed  in  a  gorgeous  attire,  and  shone 
in  splendor,  far  above  any  of  the  other  attendants.  She 
was  about  the  last  to  come  out  of  the  house,  and  she 
walked  with  a  majestic  step,  neither  turning  her  head  to  the 
right  or  left.  I  was  standing  by  the  gate-way,  and  as  she 
passed  me  she  gave  me  a  gentle  nod,  the  only  one  she  deign- 
ed to  honor  with  her  respects.  Her  way  home  and  mine 
led  in  the  same  path,  and  after  a  few  friendly  salutations  I 
started  on  my  way  home.  She  did  not  go  far  till  she  looked 
back,  and  seeing  me  coming,  waited  till  I  came  up.  This 
was  a  source  of  pleasure  and  mortification.  I  was  pleased 
that  she  showed  me  so  much  consideration,  and  felt  morti- 
fied at  my  personal  appearance,  for  when  I  left  home  I  had 
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not  thought  of  entering  the  company  of  ladies,  nor  did  1  in 
the  hurry  atop  to  change  my  linen,  clean  my  boots,  or  shave 
my  beard;  and  my  personal  appearance  was  not  as  prepos- 
sessing as  I  would  have  desired  it  to  be  on  this  occassion. 
Our  path  for  about  a  mile  led  through  a  woodland;  it 
now  in  the  blooming  spring;  the  cold  blasts  of  winter  had 
passed;  the  pinching  frosts  had  let  go  their  icy  grips;  cold, 
dreary  winter  had  gone.  The  trees  wers  just  beginning  to 
put  forth  their  green  foliage;  the  plum  bushes, were  white 
with  blossoms;  the  crab  apple  trees  were  in  full  bloom;  all 
nature  seemed  lovely;  time  was  not  pressing,  and  our  walk 
was  not  hurried.  After  about  a  mile's  walk  we  came  to 
the  residence  of  Capt.  Wright,  whose  wife  was  a  tester  of 
Miss  Scott's,  and  the  place  where  she  made  her  home.  As 
we  came  near  the  house  the  road  to  town  and  the  one  to 
the  house  separated;  she  took  the  path  to  the  house,  and 
myself  the  one  for  town;  on  noticing  this,  Miss  Scott,  with 
a  smile,  fixing  hei\keen  piercing  eyes  upon  me,  said:  "You 
had  better  stop  and  get  some  dinner,  you  will  get  hungry 
before  you  get  home."  I  had  no  inclination  to  decline  an 
invitation  of  this  sort,  particularly  at  that  time  of  the  day, 
and  coming  from  the  party  it  did.  So  I  turned  my  course 
into  the  path  that  led  to  the  house.  The  house  was  located 
a  short  distance  from  the  thick  timber,  on  a  ridge,  between 
two  large  oak  trees,  which,  from  their  size  and  appearance, 
looked  as  if  they  had  occupied  that  place  for  the  last  hun- 
dred years.  Standing  isolated  from  other  trees,  their 
branches  had  grown  to  great  length,  and  when  clothed  with 
thick  foliage,  their  branches  afforded  a  refreshing  resort, 
when  the  rays  of  the  sun  were  pouring  down  their  heat  on 
a  midsummer  day,  and  no  doubt  many  red  men  had 
rested  their  weary  limbs  for  many  sultry  hours  beneath  the 
branches  of  those  sturdy  oaks.  As  the  green  grass  was 
just  starting  up,  and  those  oak  trees  were  just  putting  forth 
'their  fresh  new  leaves,  at  this  time,  this  was  one  of  nature's 
beautiful  spots. 

The  cabin  was  about  eighteen  feet  square,  built  apparent* 
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ly  in  a  hurry,  to  afford  a  resting  place  for  a  family  without 
a  home.  The  logs  were  laid  up  iu  their  rough  state  as  na- 
ture had  formed  them,  and  the  cracks  between  the  I 
were  stopped  up  with  mortar  made  of  prairie  soil.  The 
roof  was  covered  with  split  boards  or  shingles,  about  lour 
feet  long,  and  resting  on  logs  beneath,  and  confined  to  their 
place  by  laying  on  them  heavy  poles.  The  floor  was  made 
of  what  in  early  days  was  called  puncheons,  which  were 
sections  of  large  trees,  split  off  and  hewed  to  an  even 
surface.  The  tire-place  was  built  up  some  lour  or  five  feet 
high  with  logs,  and  lined  on  the  inside  with  rocks  and  mud  ; 
the  chimney  was  then  carried  up  with  prairie  turf,  dug  up 
and  cut  into  the  shape  of  large  bricks.  There  were  two 
small  windows  in  the  house,  but  in  place  of  glass  there  was 
greased  muslin,  which  let  in  some  light  and  kept  out  the 
cold.  The  door  was  also  made  of  split  boards,  pinned  on 
to  large  wooden  hinges,  and  fastened  with  a  large  wooden 
latch  and  catch.  To  open  the  door  from  the  outside  there 
was  a  hole  bored  through  the  door,  into  which  a  string  was 
put  and  tied  to  the  latch,  and  the  latch  string  to  Captain 
Wright's  house  "always  hung  out."  There  was  not  a  saw- 
ed plank  or  a  nail  in  the  whole  structure.  This  tenament, 
though  of  a  rude  structure,  was  always  kept  neat,  and  had 
an  air  of  cheerfulness  about  it.  On  the  outside  walls  of 
the  house  were  hanging  quite  a  number  of  coon  and  wolf 
skins,  stretched  to  their  full  extent,  over  hoops;  and  on  the 
roof  lay  a  large  number  of  buck  horns. 

Not  far  from  the  house  was  a  small  field,  fenced  in,  and 
around  the  housu  was  inclosed  a  yard  and  garden,  and  near 
the  house  was  a  small  log  stable.  These  embraced  all  the 
improvements.  The  furniture  of  the  family  was  quite  lim- 
ited; a  bake  oven,  a  tea  kettle,  a  coffee  pot,  and  one  or  two 
iron  kettles  composed  the  cooking  apparatus.  There  was 
not  a  chair  about  the  premises;  but  to  supply  their  place 
they  had  a  long  bench  and  several  stools,  made  out  of  hew- 
ed plank.  They  had  a  table  around  which  could  be  seated 
from  four  to  five  persons,  made  out  of  the  same  kind  of 
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lumber  as  the  stools.  There  were  two  beds  and  a  trundle- 
bed  j  the  bedsteads  of  the  two  higher  bed-  were  made  by 
boring  holes  into  the  logs  of  the  house,  into  which  the  ends 
of  poles  were  driven,  the  outer  angles  of  which  were  sup- 
ported by  being  fastened  into  a  post,  thus  forming  a  section 
large  enough  for  a  bed.  To  these  were  fastened,  for  the 
support  of  the  bed,  at  suitable  distances  from  each  other, 
ropes  of  hickory  bark,  on  which  were  laid  ticks  filled  with 
prairie  hay.  Around  the  beds  were  hanging  .curtains, 
which  had  seen  much  wear,  and  had  probably  been  around 
beds  of  more  costly  style,  and  in  rooms  of  better  finish 
than  where  they  now  hung.  There  was  at  one  side  of  the 
room  a  large  red  chest,  which  not  only  answered  as  a  seat 
to  sit  on,  but  was  the  repository  of  the  wardrobe  of  the 
family.  On  one  side  of  the  house,  supported  by  wooden 
pins,  driven  into  the  logs,  were  suspended  a  powder  horn, 
a  bullet  pouch,  and  a  rifle,  whose  unerring  aim,  in  the  hands 
of  Capt.  Wright,  had  brought  down  many  coon  and  deer. 
And  from  one  of  these  pins  hung  a  sword,  which  had  the 
appearance  of  having  seen  much  service.  In  one  corner  of 
the  room  was  fastened  up  a  small  goods  box,  which  served 
the  purpose  of  a  cupboard  for  the  queensware.  In  another 
corner  was  fixed  up  a  shelf,  on  which  was  set  a  water  buck- 
et, and  on  a  pin  just  above  it  hung  a  crooked  handled  gourd, 
with  which  water  was  dipped,  from  the  bucket  to  quench 
the  thirst  at  meal-time,  and  for  such  other  purposes  as  it  was 
wanted.  Over  head,  from  the  roof  was  hanging  a  large 
quantity  of  dried  bacon  and  venison. 

Such  was  the  house,  and  such  was  the  furniture  of  the 
house  occupied  at  that  time  by  Capt.  Wright.  Though 
it  was  of  small  dimensions,  of  a  rough  finish,  and  scantily 
furnished,  it  compared  favorably,  and  was  on  an  equality 
with  most  of  his  neighbors,  and  it  was  a  home  with  which 
his  family  appeared  to  be  satisfied  and  contented.  Capt. 
Wright  was  a  man  between  thirty  and  forty  years  old,  had 
a  few  gray  hairs;  apparently  in  former  times  had  seen  bet- 
ter days,  been  possessed  of  wealth,  and  moved  in  good  soci- 
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cty,  but  had  mot  with  misfortune,  lost  his  property,  and 
came  west  to  regain  his  standing.  When  J  entered  the 
house  I  found  Capt.  Wright  lying  in  the  bed,  rather  in  a 
pensive  mood,  brooding  over  the  accidents  of  the  previous 
day,  and  it  was  apparently  with  great  efibrt  and  much  pain 
he  moved.  He  was  captain  of  a  company  in  a  regiment  of 
militia,  which  in  those  days  had  their  regular  drills,  and  he 
took  great  pride  in  maneuvering  his  men.  When  on  parade 
he  wore  a  long  tailed  blue  coat,  with  oval  brass  buttgns  and 
gold-colored  epaulets,  and  around  his  waist  a  red  sash, 
lie  wore  a  high  crowned,  broad  brimmed,  white  hat,  on  which 
was  fastened  an  eagle  cockade,  and  a  white  plume,  topped 
with  red;  and  by  his  side  hung  a  long  broad-sword,  all  of 
which  had  seen  much  service,  and  were  probably  equip- 
ments he  had  used  many  days  before  he  came  west.  The 
Captain,  the  day  previous  to  my  visit,  had  been  to  town  to 
attend  a  military  drill,  and  had  got,  as  was  a  common  say- 
ing, "a  brick  in  his  hat,"  which  made  him  rather  top-heavy, 
and  being  in  a  hurry  to  get  home,  he  and  his  companions 
rode  their  horses  at  a  lively  gait,  and  on  turning  a  short 
corner,  on  account  of  the  brick  in  his  hat,  he  bore  an  un- 
usual weight  on  one  of  his  stirrups,  and  the  strap,  not  be- 
ing very  strong,  broke,  and  the  result  was,  the  Captain 
tumbled  to  the  ground,  and  was  severely  bruised;  and  the 
next  day  he  found  it  comfortable  to  occupy  his  bed.  In 
stating  this  accident,  the  Captain  was  very  particular  to  im- 
press upon  my  mind  that  whiskey  had  nothing  to  do  with 
his  misfortune,  but  it  was  wholly  on  account  of  the  defec- 
tive stirrup  strap. 

Mrs.  Wright  was  engaged  in  preparing  dinner.  She  was 
apparently  several  years  younger  than  her  husband,  rather 
prepossessing  in  her  bearing,  and  had  the  appearance  of 
having  been  in  her  maiden  days  very  handsome.  She,  as 
well  as  her  husband,  had  probably  in  early  life  seen  better 
days,  and  reverses  in  fortune  had  worn  upon  her  mind,  as 
her  face  was  wrinkled,  and  bore  marks  of  deep  anxiety  and 
care;  though  at  this  time  she  assumed  an  air  of  cheerful- 
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ness.  Her  clothes  were  of  a  coarse  kind,  yet  everything 
about  her  person  was  cleanly  and  neat.  They  had  two  lit- 
tle girls,  about  six  and  eight  years  old,  who  were  playing 
under  the  big  oak  trees.  They  were  beautiful  children, 
keen  black  eyes,  fair  skin,  with  rosy  cheeks,  curly  black 
hair,  and  the  picture  of  health.  Such  wan  the  family  of 
Capt.  Wright,  and.  there  was  an  air  of  cheerfulness  about 
this  humble  home,  which  made  it  agreeable  to  the  visitor. 
The  dinner  being  prepared,  the  rude  table  was  covered  with 
a  clean  white  cloth,  a  few  dishes  arranged  in  proper  order, 
the  food,  though  not  containing  many  varieties,  was  well 
cooked  and  in  abundance,  and  we  sat  down  and  partook  of 
a  hearty  meal. 

After  dinner  was  over  Capt.  Wright  and  family  found  it 
convenient  to  be  absent,  and  Miss  Scott  and  myself  had  the 
entire  possession  of  the  premises.  Miss  Scott  was  apparel- 
ed in  a  rich  purple  silk  dress,  with  wide  heavy  flounces,  a 
low  waist — so  much  so  as  to  expose  a  full  view  of  a  beauti- 
ful bust;  she  had  bracelets  on  her  arms,  a  gold  necklace 
around  her  neck,  rich  costly  jewels  suspended  from  her  ears, 
and  gold  rings  with  sparkling  gems  on  her  lingers.  Her 
skin,  though  a  little  dark,  was  fair,  with  flush  rosy 
cheeks;  she  had  ivory  white  teeth,  set  in  beautiful  uniform- 
ity, a  keen  piercing  black  eye,  and  glossy  black  hair,  which 
naturally  hung  in  beautiful  ringlets.  She  was  smart,  in- 
telligent, gifted  in  conversation,  and  her  voice  was  musical 
in  song.  Her  dress,  her  bearing,  everything  belonging  to 
her  were  in  striking  contrast  with  her  surroundings.  When 
we  found  ourselves  alone,  conversation  was  brisk,  and  no 
lack  of  topics  to  converse  about.  The  inclination  was 
strong  to  place  a  gentle  kiss  on  her  cheek,  but  her  bearing 
was  such  that  prudence  dictated  it.  was  not  best  to  make  the 
attempt.  Thus  situated,  time  flew  rapidly,  hours  seemed 
like  minutes.  I  spared  no  pains  to  gain  her  respect,  esteem, 
yea,  her  affections;  and  was  vain  enough  to  think  my  eflbrts 
were  not  without  effect;  for  after  uttering  some  expressions 
of  kind  consideration  and  devotion,  she  quickly  arose  from 
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her  Beat,  advanced  towards  me,  drew  Prom  ber  hand  a  gold 
ring  sparkling  with  gems,  and  placed  it  upon  my  fin 
uttering  a  lew  words  expressive  of  devotion  lor  myself,  and 
returned  to  her  seat. 

I  was  sitting  leaned  back  against  the  jam  of  the  door, 
which  was  ajar;  and  a  few  moments  alter  being  presented 
with  the  ring,  I  cast  my  eye  down  the  path  loading  up  to 
the  house  and  saw  a  gentleman  on  horseback  coming  up 
the  path  to  the  house.  At  first  I  did  not  know  who  it  was, 
for  lie  appeared  unlike  himself.  But  as  he  drew  near  the 
house  I  recognized  Mr.  Chandler,  who  lived  a  few  miles 
beyond  Fairfield.  Chandler  had  the  reputation  of  having 
money,  and  at  that  time  was  quite  extensively  farming  his 
claims.  He  was  mounted  on  a  spirited  nohlc  looking  black 
steed.  The  horse  had  been  groomed  in  the  best  of  order, 
his  hair  was  bright  and  glossy,  his  mane  straight,  long,  and 
flowing;  the  saddle,  bridle,  and  martingale  were  all  nearly 
new,  and  their  trimmings  bright  and  shining.  Chandler 
himself  was  in  his  finest  apparel,  his  boots  carefully  clean- 
ed and  blacked,  and  so  polished  that  they  reflected  images 
almost  equal  to  a  looking-glass ;  his  pants,  vest,  and  coat 
had  been  carefully  brushed  and  neatly  adjusted  to  his  per- 
son. His  shirt  bosom  and  collar  were  white  and  unsoiled, 
the  collar  high  and  stiff;  his  beard  closely  shaved,  his  whis- 
kers brushed,  and  his  hair  neatly  combed  and  oiled;  and 
on  his  hands  were  a  pair  of  black  kid  gloves,  a  rare  article 
of  apparel  at  that  time  in  Iowa. 

He  thought  he  was  neat  and  handsome,  but  his  freckled 
face,  red  whiskers,  and  sandy  hair  presented  to  my  vision  an 
ugly  appearance,  particularly  just  at  that  time.  But  his 
physiognomy  did  not  strike  the  perceptions  of  Miss  Scott 
with  the  same  unfavorable  impression  that  it  did  mine.  He 
was  very  politely  invited  into  the  house,  and  great  consid- 
ation  shown  him  by  Miss  Scott.  My  slovenly  appearance 
was  by  no  means  as  attractive  as  his,  and  he  soon  engrossed 
her  entire  conversation.  I  could  not  get  in  a  word,  unless 
it  made  an  unpleasant  interruption  and  she  would  frequent- 
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\y  give  me  a  piercing  significant  look,  as  though  be  wished 
she  had  her  ring  back,  but  she  did  not  gel  it. 

I  stood  this  indifferent  treatment  it  while  with  effort  i  to 
change  the  state  of  affairs,  but  in  vain.  I  got  up,  took  my 
hat,  and  bid  the  enchanted  pair  good  bye,  which  appeared 
to  give  them  both  satisfaction,  as  they  apparently  thought 
my  room  better  than  my  company.  I  lef*  in  not  a  very  good 
humor,  my  mind  bent  on  mischief,  and  the  only  considera- 
tion with  me  was,  how  I  could  accomplish  it  The  sun  was 
now  sinking  close  to  the  western  horizon,  and  I  had  about 
eight  miles  to  trudge  afoot  and  alone  over  a  muddy  road  to 
reach  home.  As  I  left  the  house  my  path  led  me  by  where 
Chandler's  horse  was  hitched;  and  as  I  came  up  to  the  steed 
the  thought,  flashed  across  my  mind,  here  is  a  chance  to  ride. 
I  gathered  up  a  small  switch,  untied  the  horse,  and  sprang 
upon  his  back.  Just  as  I  lighted  into  the  seat,  I  heard  the 
mutterings  of  Chandler  and  the  tramp  of  his  feet  coming 
towards  me;  I  did  not  stop  to  learn  what  he  wanted,  but 
I  applied  the  switch  to  the  horse,  and  he  went  over  the 
ground  with  the  rapidity  of  the  wind,  and  soon  the  voice  of 
Chandler  was  left  in  the  distance,  and  I  got  home  before 
dark.  And  the  result  of  his  impudent  intrusion  was,  that 
I  got  a  ride  home,  and  he,  in  his  neat  clothes  and  his  fine 
polished  boots,  had  to  trudge  his  way  through  the  mud  on 
foot. 

Chandler  was  rather  of  a  vicious  disposition,  and  I  did 
not  know  but  he  might  feel  disposed  to  give  me  trouble. 
I  left  the  horse  at  the  hotel  stable,  with  directions  to  give  it 
to  him  when  called  for,  made  friendly  negotiations  with  the 
magistrates,  and  found  it  convenient  to  be  absent  about  the 
time  I  thought  Chandler  would  come  to  town.  But  he  did 
not  feel  disposed  to  make  trouble,  thinking  that  his  triumph 
over  me  with  Miss  Scott  was  ample  satisfaction.  But 
Chandler's  days  of  triumph,  like  my  own,  were  of  short 
duration,  for  not  long  after  his  achievements  over  myself,  a 
company  of  cavalry  was  ordered  into  the  Indian  country, 
and  stationed  about  twenty  miles  from  Fairfield.  Their 
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mail  came  to  Fairfield,  and  the  oflicers  were  frequently  in 
town,  and  they  made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Scott.  Shin- 
ing buttons  and  shoulder  straps  had  a  greater  attraction  lor 
her  ladyship  than  the  fine  horse  and  nice  clothes  of  Chan- 
dler, and  in  the  circle  where  the  rays  of  her  love  and  affec- 
tions shone  forth,  he  was  laid  in  the  shade.  A  few  months 
after  my  Sunday  visit,  and  after  Chandler  had  lost  hie  strong 
hold  on  her  affections,  I  accidentally  met  Miss  Scott  at  the 
house  of  our  mutual  acquaintance,  and  we  had  some. pleas- 
antry at  Chandler's  expense.  I  returned  to  her  the  ring 
I  had  received  at  her  hand,  and  we  parted  good  friends. 

After  the  purchase  of  1842,  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  who  at 
that  time  had  their  villages  on  the  Des  Moines,  in  what 
is  now  Wapello  county,  moved  higher  up  the  river,  and 
located  their  wigwams  near  the  Raccoon  Fork,  and  the 
government  established  a  garrison  at  that  point,  which  was 
called  Fort  Des  Moines;  and  in  the  spring  of  1843  this  com- 
pany of  cavalry,  with  other  troops,  were  ordered  to  that 
place.  As  attaches  to  the  garrison,  several  persons  with 
their  families  got  permits  from  the  government  to  settle  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  fort;  and  Miss  Scott  was  induced  to  go  to 
that  place  and  make  her  home  with  one  of  these  families. 
And  it  was  said  to  the  wiles  she  had  practiced  upon  others, 
she  became  a  victim  herself,  and  in  an  unguarded  hour  lost 
her  self-support,  and  to  hide  her  shame,  resorted  to  improper 
medical  treatment,  which  was  the  means  of  terminating  her 
existence,  and  she  died  not  a  very  happy  or  enviable  death. 

Miss  Scott's  going  away  terminated  my  acquaintance  with 
her,  but  not  with  Miss  De  Lashmat.  The  contrast  between 
the  appearance  and  bearing  of  these  two  young  ladies  when 
I  first  became  acquainted  with  them  was  great,  and  their 
future  prosperity  and  happiness  was  equally  so.  Miss  De 
Lashmat  placed  her  affections  upon  a  respectable  and  in- 
dustrious young  man,  which  were  cordially  reciprocated, 
and  they  were  married.  Though  starting  on  the  journey 
of  life  with  very  limited  means,  by  their  joint  industry  they 
rapidly  accumulated  property,  and  soon  were  in  possession 
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of  a  good  farm  and  a  comfortable  home.  They  became  the 
parents  of  six  children,  and  spent  many  happy  days.  While 
the  children  were  of  tender  years  the  father  took  dels  and 
died,  but  the  mother  took  charge  of  the  farm  and  raised  the 
children.  After  the  children  got  old  enough  to  provide  for 
themselves,  she  was  married  again  to  a  man  of  means  and 
influence,  and  she  was  beloved  by  her  children,  and  honor- 
ed and  respected  by  all  her  acquaintances. 


NOTES  ON  TEE  HISTORY  OF  POTTAWATTAMIE  COUNTY. 


T  the  January  session  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 


JLJL  John  Bratten  was  elected  chairman  for  the  year 
1863,  and  the  following  new  members  took  their  seats  : 
Perry  Reel,  from  Crescent :  J.  M.  Sigler,  from  Boomer  ; 
Samuel  Kirkland,  from  Roekford ;  A.  M.  Battelle,  from 
Knox;  and  W.  W.  Wilson,  from  Macedonia.  The  proceed- 
ings of  the  Board  this  year  did  not  extend  beyond  the  usual 
settlements  with  county  and  township  officers,  auditing 
claims  against  the  county,  and  the  management  of  the 
swamp  and  school  lands.  The  state  tax  was  two  mills,  the 
county  tax  four  mills,  and  school  tax  one  mill.  In  June, 
the  Board  resolved  to  contribute  towards  the  expense  of 
suits  brought  in  this  and  other  counties  to  test  the  ri^ht  of 
the  railroads  to  swamp  land  situated  in  the  odd  sections. 
The  claim  of  the  county  to  these  lands  had  been  set  aside 
by  an  order  of  Secretary  Thompson,  of  the  Interior  Depart- 
ment, and  the  lands  certified  to  the  railroads,  which,  in 
spite  of  all  opposition,  have  continued  to  hold  them.  The 
suits  commenced  to  test  the  titles  were  all  compromised  be- 
fore being  passed  upon  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,    In  many  cases,  the  county  had  given  a  quit-claim 


NO.  8. 


424 


ANNAIiS  OF  IOWA. 


[APRIL, 


deed  to  lands  in  these  odd  sections,  but  the  money  has 
mostly  been  refunded  to  the  purchasers. 

March  8,  1863,  the  following  city  officers  were  chosen  in 
Council  Bluffs :  Mayor,  J.  M.  Palmer;  recorder,  W.  Gh 
Crawford;  treasurer,  J).  W.  Carpenter;  marshal,  J.  L. 
Forman;  aldermen  — II.  H.  Fields,  J.  M.  Phillips,  J.  11. 
Warner,  N.  S.  Bates,  John  Hammer,  Four  of  the  aldermen 
were  republicans;  all  the  others  were  democrats.  The 
school  officers  elected  on  the  same  day  were:  President, 
Samuel  Clinton  ;  vice  president,  Samuel  Jacobs ;  treasur- 
er, C.  W.  Boyers ;  secretary,  J.  S.  Ilooton  ;  director, 
John  Hammer. 

April  18th. — The  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  one  thousand  strong, 
spent  a  day  in  the  city,  on  their  way  to  Sioux  City  and  the 
seat  of  Indian  hostilities  at  the  north.  The  regiment  made 
a  fine  appearance  as  it  marched  through  the  city. 

The  water  in  the  Missouri  river  this  spring  was  very  low, 
and  navigation  quite  difficult.  In  June  it  hardly  averaged 
three  feet.  The  emigration  through  the  city  for  the  west 
was  very  large,  and  was  considerably  increased,  no  doubt, 
by  the  fear  of  a  draft,  which  was  then  imminent.  Persons 
who  took  the  trouble  to  ascertain  the  sentiments  of  the  men 
passing  the  river  in  so  large  numbers,  found  them  almost 
uniformly  opposed  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war  and  to  the 
policy  of  the  general  government  in  putting  down  the  re- 
bellion. 

The  first  annual  report  of  the  Council  Bluffs  Branch  of 
the  Iowa  Sanitary  Commission  was  made  in  May.  It 
showed  a  total  receipt  of  three  hundred  and  forty  dollars  in 
money  and  sanitary  articles,  all  of  which  had  been  duly  for- 
warded to  the  soldiers  in  the  field,  and  for  which  frequent 
letters  of  acknowledgment  and  thanks  had  been  received 
and  published  from  time  to  time. 

Curtis  Burroughs,  of  the  29th  Iowa  regiment,  died  at  He- 
lena on  the  5th  of  May.  He  was  one  of  the  most  substan- 
tial citizens  of  the  county,  and  left  a  prosperous  business  to 
enter  the  army.    Among  the  young  men  in  the  army  whose 
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deaths  were  announced  this  summer,  were :  Laurence  M. 
Smith,  George  W.  Fairman,  and  N.  H.  Folsom.  Young 
Smith  was  shot  in  the  head  at  the  battle  of  Milliken's  Bend, 
and  the  others  died  of  disease. 

September  bth, — Gen.  Dodge  arrived  home  on  a  brief  visit. 
He  was  received  by  the  military  and  a  Large  concourse  of 
citizens,  and  made  an  appropriate  address  in.  reply  to  one 
welcoming  him  to  the  city. 

The  enrollment  of  persons  subject  to  military  duty  made 
in  August  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  showed  six 
hundred  and  eleven  of  the  first  class  and  two  hundred  and 
sixty  of  th£  second  class  in  the  county.  W.  G.  Crawford 
was  appointed  this  fall  to  take  charge  of  enrollment  of 
militia. 

August  6th. — George  C.  Reed,  of  Center  township,  one  of 
the  largest  farmers  in  the  county,  was  instantly  killed  by 
the  kick  of  a  horse.  His  house  was  well  known  as  a  stage 
station  and  stopping-place  for  travelers.  John  P.  Wagstaff, 
an  old  citizen  of  Council  Bluffs,  died  on  the  31st  of  June. 

On  the  27th  of  August  a  killing  frost  visited  the  county, 
completely  destroying  nearly  all  the  corn,  sorghum,  &c,  &c. 
Corn  which  had  been  selling  at  fifteen  cents  advanced  rap- 
idly, and  in  a  few  weeks  brought  fifty  cents  per  bushel, 
wheat  being  sold  at  the  same  price. 

The  county  fair  in  September  was  fairly  attended,  but 
the  frost  prevented  any  considerable  display  of  agricultural 
productions.  A  large  breadth  of  ground  was  devoted,  dur- 
ing this  and  several  succeeding  years,  to  the  growth  of  sor- 
ghum, the  product  of  which  was  extensively  used  by  the 
people  instead  of  that  of  the  sugar-cane,  owing  to  the  high 
price  of  the  latter. 

In  October,  Joseph  Smith,  jr.,  was  present  at  the  annual 
conference  of  his  followers  in  this  county  for  the  first  time. 
The  meeting  was  held  on  a  farm  of  Mr.  Follett,  and  was 
largely  attended.  He  has  since  then  made  regular  annual 
visits  to  the  county. 

In  September,  the  banking  firm  of  Baldwin  &  Dodge, 
4  \ 
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consisting  Of  Caleb  Baldwin  and  Nathan  P.  Dodge,  wta 
formed  and  commenced  business.  The  State  Bank,  and  the 
long-established  firm  of  Officer  &  Pusey,  comprised  the  oth- 
er banking  houses  in  Council  Bluffs. 

In  Crescent  township,  this  year,  the  nursery  and  garden  of 
H.  S.  Terry  began  to  attract  attention,  and  vegetables  from 
it  were  frequently  supplied  to  the  citizens  of  Council  Bluffs. 
It  has  been  greatly  improved  and  enlarged  in  subsequent 
years.  Mr.  W.  T.  Batchelor  also  opened  a  vegetable  gar- 
den in  Council  Bluifs,  on  which  he  bestowed  a  great  deal  of 
labor  and  attention. 

The  political  contest  commenced  early  this  year  and  was 
vigorously  prosecuted  to  its  close.  March  7th  a  democratic 
club  was  formed  in  Council  Bluffs,  of  which  Samuel  Jacobs 
was  president,  which  held  frequent  meetings  during  the 
summer.  May  30th  it  was  addressed  by  Gen.  A.  C.  Dodge, 
then  on  his  way  to  Montana.  The  delegates  to  the  demo- 
cratic state  convention  w^ere :  L.  W.  Babbitt,  J.  P.  Casady, 
S.  H.  Riddle,  and  Wm.  Baker. 

Union  Leagues  were  this  year  established  by  the  Union 
republicans  in  the  county.  The  one  at  Council  Bluffs 
proved  to  be  a  powerful  political  organization,  and  practic- 
ally controlled  the  politics  of  the  county  for  several  years. 
The  delegates  to  the  republican  state  convention  were  :  A. 
L.  Deming,  Thomas  Tostevin,  Frank  Street,  J.  C.  Layton, 
and  George  J.  Reed.  May  2d,  C.  C.  Cole  delivered  a 
Union  address  before  a  large* assemblage  of  citizens  at  the 
court  room.  A  number  of  other  speeches  were  delivered 
on  both  sides  during  the  campaign.  The  election  resulted 
in  favor  of  the  republicans  by  about  one  hundred  and  sixty 
majority.  For  governor,  the  votes  were :  Stone,  463 ; 
Tuttle,  317.  For  senator :  Ross,  4G1 ;  Clinton,  324.  For 
representative:  A.  J.  Bell,  471;  Winchester,  300.  The 
county  officers  elected  were  :  Treasurer,  Thomas  Tostevin ; 
sheriff,  Cornelius  Voorhis;  county  judge,  A.  Jackson  ;  sur- 
veyor, David  Tostevin  :  superintendent  of  schools,  L.  S.  Ax- 
tell.  The  total  vote  in  the  county  was  780,  which  was  in- 
creased to  about  1000  by  the  soldiers'  vote. 
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To  avoid  a  draft  which  was  threatened  this  fall,  great  ■ 
ertions  were  made  to  fill  up  the  quota  of  troops  required 
from  the  county.  Large  subscriptions  were  made  by  private 
individuals,  and  the  city  council  passed  a  resolution  to  pay 
each  recruit  for  Kane  township  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dollars 
per  month  for  married  men  and  ten  dollars  per  month  for 
single  men  during  the  time  they  were  in  the  service. 

Daily  and  weekly  editions  of  the  Bugle  and  Nonpan  U  were 
issued  this  year,  but  generally  they  were  singularly  devoid 
of  items  of  local  interest.  The  news  from  the  scat  of  war 
were  the  principal  items  of  importance  for  the  people. 
Burke,  of  the  Nonpareil,  and  Col.  Babbitt,  of  the  Bugle,  were 
exceedingly  bitter  and  acrimonious  in  their  discussions,  and 
accused  each  other  of  nearly  all  the  crimes  in  the  decalogue* 
Col.  Babbitt,  previous  to  the  election,  took  the  stump,  and 
argued  before  the  people  on  the  unconstitutionality  and  fol- 
ly of  this  "  wicked  war." 

Horse  races,  shooting  matches,  and  theatres,  interspersed 
with  festivals,  balls,  and  dances,  filled  up  the  leisure  time  of 
the  people  of  Council  Bluffs,  and  the  year  1863  closed  with 
fine  sleighing,  which  was  duly  improved  by  all  who  could 
command  a  horse  and  sleigh  for  that  purpose. 

January  4th,  1864.  —  The  following  new  members  took 
their  seats  in  the  Board  of  Supervisors :  E.  McBride,  from 
Kane ;  J.  C.  Layton,  from  Centre ;  John  Smith,  from 
Grove;  Charles  Shields,  from  Macedonia;  and  G.  W. 
Johnson,  from  York.  William  Lyman  was  elected  chair- 
man. February  26th,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  was 
appropriated  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  C.  Baldwin,  to  be 
used  at  one  hundred  dollars  per  man  in  raising  twenty  vol- 
unteers to  save  the  county  from  a  draft.  In  June  large 
appropriations  were  made  for  the  benefit  of  families  of  sol- 
diers, under  the  law  of  the  general  assembly  authorizing  the 
same.  The  taxes  this  year  were  :  State,  two  mills  ;  county, 
four ;  schools,  one  ;  relief,  two  and  a  half,  and  bounty  one 
and  a  half  mills. 

At  t)je  city  election  in  Council  Bluffs  in  March,  the  re- 
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publicans  nominated  a  lull  ticket  for  city  and  Bchool  office]  , 
and  elected  all  of  their  nominees  by  an  average  majority  of 
nearly  one  hundred.  The  successful  men  were:  Mayor, 
N.  S.  Bates;  recorder,  T.  P.  Treynor;  marshal,  A.  .1. 
Bump;  treasurer,  N.  P.Dodge:  assessor,  F.  A.  Burke;  al- 
dermen—A. W.  Smith,  G.  F.  Smith,  k.  L.  Douglas,  1).  F. 
Arnold,  and  Frank  Street.  Sehool  officers  :  President,  1). 
C.  Bloomer;  vice  president, T.  P.  Treynor;  secretary,  W. 
F.  Eater;  treasurer,  David  De  Vol;  director,  I).  B.. Clark. 
This  was  the  first  time  the  republicans  had  been  in  posses- 
sion of  the  city  government  since  its  organization.  Mr. 
Bates,  who  was  elected  mayor,  was  well  known  throughout 
the  center  of  the  state  as  an  old  employe  of  the  Western 
Stage  Company,  having  served  it  as  mail  carrier,  stage 
driver,  and  local  agent  for  over  thirty  years. 

At  the  school  election  this  year,. a  tax  of  two  mills  on  the 
dollar  was  voted  to  build  a  school  house  in  the  first  ward. 
The  work  was  commenced  early  in  the  season,  and  the 
building,  since  known  as  the  Stutsman  street  school  house, 
was  completed  in  time  for  the  opening  of  school  late  in  the 
fall.  William  Ward  was  architect,  and  G.  F.  Smith  con- 
tractor. It  cost  about  five  thousand  dollars,  and  was  the 
first  school  house  erected  in  Council  Bluffs.  It  afforded  sit- 
tings for  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  pupils. 

Fairview  Cemetery  Association  was  organized  this  sum- 
mer. Its  first  directors  were  :  Horace  Everett,  Samuel  Ja- 
cobs, J.  P.  Casady,  J.  M.  Palmer,  and  John  Hammer.  The 
title  to  the  old  Mormon  cemetery,  on  the  high  bluff  north- 
east of  the  city,  was  secured,  a  considerable  tract  of  land 
added  to  it,  the  entire  grounds  fenced  and  surveyed  off*  into 
burial  lots,  and  offered  at  public  sale.  In  subsequent  years 
this  cemetery  has  been  greatly  improved.  It  occupies  a 
commanding  situation,  as  it  overlooks  not  only  the  city  of 
Council  Bluffs,  but  the  country  around  for  a  long  distance, 
including  the  broad  valley  of  the  Missouri,  the  winding 
course  of  the  river  through  it,  and  the  city  of  Omaha  on  its 
western  banks. 
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The  Walnut  Cemetery  Association  was  also  organized 
this  year,  a  beautiful  tract  of  land  purchased  Icy  it  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  city,  fenced,  laid  out  in  lot.-;,  and  oOj<:r- 
wise  improved.  Just  east  of  this  tatter  tract  the  Catholic 
cemetery  is  located.  It  is  handsomely  arranged  and  adorned 
with  a  goodly  number  of  tasteful  memorials  of  the  dead. 

In  April  a  soldiers'  festival  was  held  in  Palmer  Hall  to 
welcome  Capt.  Edwards,  and  other  officers  and  men  then 
in  the  city  on  temporary  absence  from  their  regiments.  In 
the  same  month  George  Francis  Train  made  his  first  ap- 
pearance in  the  city  and  delivered  an  address  in  the  same 
place,  the  proceeds  going  for  the  benefit  of  the  Soldiers'  Aid 
Society.  His  speech  was  ridiculed  by  the  Nonpareil,  and 
Train  after  that  time  never  manifested  any  great  love  for 
Council  Bluffs. 

In  July  the  semi-annual  statement  of  the  State  Bank  was 
published,  showing  amount  of  deposits  to  be  $48,000  ;  cir- 
culation, $79,000  ;  loans,  $85,800;  gold  and  silver,  §22,000. 
This  month  the  stages  of  the  Western  Stage  Company  first 
began  to  run  to  Panora  in  connection  with  the  Cedar  Kap- 
ids  railroad  —  distance  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles.  Sales 
of  real  estate  in  the  cit}T  and  of  land  through  the  county  be- 
gan to  be  made  about  this  time,  the  first  to  any  extent  for 
four  or  five  years.  People  began  once  more  to  talk  and 
think  about  railroads.  Marshal  Turley  delivered  a  lecture 
reviving  hopes  long  dormant  of  coming  prosperity. 

June  bth,  the  southwestern  part  of  the  county  wa3  visited 
by  a  severe  hail  storm  doing  a  great  deal  of  damage  to 
buildings,  crops,  etc.  August  2d,  Mabie's  menagerie  tent, 
which  was  at  the  time  exhibiting  in  Council  Bluffs,  was 
blown  down  by  a  sudden  storm  of  wind.  It  was  filled  with 
people,  and  as  the  lights  were  suddenly  extinguished  a 
scene  of  the  wildest  confusion  followed.  One  of  the  lions  on 
exhibition  jumped  out  of  his  cage,  which  added  wonderfully 
to  the  terror  of  the  scene.  Families  were  separated,  and 
husbands  were  busy  hunting  for  their  wives,  and  parents 
for  their  children.    Fortunately,  the  lion  was  soon  secured, 
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and  no  serious  results  followed,  except  a  terrible  scare  and 
the  destruction  of  the  tent  covering,  which  was  cut  ap  and 
torn  almost  to  shreds. 

September  9th. —  The  capture  of  Atlanta  and  the  victories 
of  the  armies  under  Sherman  were  celebrated  with  LrJ-  ::t 
demonstrations  of  joy  in  Council  Bluffs.  Nearly  the  entire 
city  was  illuminated,  and  there  were  processions,  bonfires, 
firing  of  cannon,  and  speeches  till  a  late  hour  of  the  night 
On  the  16th  of  the  same  month  Gen.  Dodge,  who  had'  been 
severely  wounded  Lefore  Atlanta,  arrived,  and  was  received 
by  the  citizens  and  escorted  to  his  home. 

In  October,  Wm.  Marble,  a  citizen  of  Council  Bluffs,  was 
killed  by  the  Indians  at  Plum  Creek.  His  little  son,  Daniel, 
who  was  with  him,  narrowly  escaped,  and  was  restored  to 
his  mother. 

This  fall  Messrs.  S.  S.  Bayliss  and  George  Parks  began 
the  erection  of  a  large  flouring  mill  on  Mosquito  Creek,  on 
the  site  of  the  old  Wick's  Mill.  Mr.  Walker  also  com- 
menced the  erection  of  a  distillery  at  Mynster's  Spring. 

During  the  fall  of  this  year  the  militia  of  the  county  was 
organized  into  companies.  The  two  companies  in  Council 
Bluffs  were  known  as  the  "  Flying  Artillery,"  Capt.  Toste- 
vin,  and  the  "  Provost  Guards,"  Capt.  A.  J.  Bell. 

The  county  fair  was  held  October  24th,  in  the  midst  of  a 
severe  snow  storm.  The  frost  again  came  early  this  fall, 
greatly  injuring  the  crops,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  corn 
was  sold  at  one  dollar  and  ten  cents,  oats  eighty  cents,  and 
wheat  one  dollar  per  bushel.  Butter  was  forty  cents  per 
pound,  and  good  hard  wood  ten  dollars  per  cord. 

This  year  the  political  canvass  on  the  part  of  the  friends 
of  the  national  administration  was  almost  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Union  League,  and  but  few  public  meetings 
were  held.  The  democrats  made  very  little  exertion  for 
their  candidates.  Col.  Babbitt,  who  still  conducted  the 
Bugle,)  was  evidently  disgusted  with  the  nomination  of  a 
Union  general  by  his  part}T  for  president,  and  the  columns 
of  his  paper,  now  lying  before  me,  are  singularly  devoid  of 
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the  force,  and  party  vim,  and  bitterness,  which  characterized 
them  the  year  previous.  The  vole  in  the  county  \v;ts  ;>()lJ, 
for  Lincoln,  and  353  for  McClellan.  W.  (I.  Crawford  and 
E.  F.  Burdick  were  elected  recorder  and  clerk  of  the  court 
without  serious  opposition.  The  evening  before  the  elec- 
tion the  republicans  had  made  extensive  preparations  for  a 
grand  procession  with  torches,  banners,  &c,  but  a  great 
snow  storm  came  on  that  evening  which  broke  up  the  dis- 
play, and  the  banners  and  torches  were  used  to  .celebrate 
the  result  after  the  election. 

During  the  last  days  of  this  year  an  earnest  and  patriotic  ef- 
ort  was  made  throughout  the  county  to  collect  contributions 
for  soldiers'  families.  A  soldiers'  festival  was  held,  at  which 
four  hundred  and  seven  dollars  were  raised,  and  the  German 
Theatre  in  Council  Bluffs  gave  one  hundred  and  seven  dol- 
lars. In  addition  to  these  amounts,  other  collections  both 
in  the  city  and  townships  were  made,  which  raised  the  cash 
collections  to  fourteen  hundred  and  six  dollars  and.  fifty-five 
cents,  and  the  donations  in  provisions  and  clothing  increased 
the  total  to  over  two  thousand  dollars.  The  largest  amount 
contributed  by  one  person  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars,  by  Mr.  Samuel  Haas.  The  money  was  placed  in 
the  hands  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  D.  C.  Bloomer, 
Thomas  Officer,  and  C.  Baldwin,  for  distribution. 

The  regular  session  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  com- 
menced on  the  2d  of  January,  1865,  and  organized  by  the 
appointment  of  Edward  McBride  chairman.  The  new  mem- 
bers were  :  I.  M.  Sigler,  from  Boomer;  Perry  Reel,  from 
Crescent ;  L.  J.  Childs,  from  York ;  J.  Branke,  from 
Bockyford ;  J.  L.  Fetter,  from  James  ;  and  J.  A.  Sinclair, 
from  Knox.  The  Board  took  steps  at  this  session  to  bring 
all  the  swamp  lands  in  the  county  into  market,  and  appoint- 
ed I.  M.  Sigler,  A.  Jackson,  and  Hardin  Jones,  to  appraise 
them.  June  6th,  L.  S.  Axtell  resigned  the  office  of  super- 
intendent of  schools,  and  A.  E.  Clarendon  was  appointed  in 
his  place.  C.  Vorhis  resigned  as  sheriff,  and  II.  H.  Field 
elected  by  the  Board  to  fill  the  vacancy.    June  8th,  H.  T. 
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Clarke  was  granted  a  license  to  keep  a  ferry  aero  the  m: 
Bouri  river  at  Trader's  Point.  At  this  June  •  ion  nearly 
four  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  for  the  const]  notion 
of  bridges  in  different  parts  of  the  comity.  The  Board  re- 
solved to  submit  the  question  of  building  a  new  court  bouse 
to  the  electors  of  the  county.  The  proposition  having  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  votes  ut  the  October  election,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  at  the  October  session  to  procure  plans 
for  the  erection  of  the  building.  The  swamp  lands  were 
ordered  to  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidders  in  January  follow- 
ing. 

The  charter  election  in  March  in  Council  Bluffs  was  not 
seriously  contested,  and  the  following  officers  were  elected : 
K  S.  Bates,  mayor;  T.  P.  Treynor,  recorder;  13.  P.  War- 
ren, treasurer;  A.  J.  Bump,  marshal;  and  0.  P.  Sherradin, 
assessor;  aldermen  —  IL  H.  Field,  Richard  Rogers,  CP. 
Johnson,  J.  M.  Phillips,  Thomas  Jefferies,  and  John  Ham- 
mer. At  the  school  election  held  on  the  same  day,  a  tax 
was  voted  for  the  erection  of  a  brick  school  house  in  the 
fourth  ward.  It  was  located,  by  the  school  board,  on  the 
corner  of  Willow  and  Marcy  streets,  and  i3  now  known  as 
the  Willow  street  school  house.  The  building  was  erected 
in  the  course  of  the  following  summer  and  fall  by  Mr.  John- 
son, contractor,  Mr.  Ward  being  the  architect.  It  cost,  in- 
cluding the  lots,  about  eight  thousand  dollars,  and  furnishes 
seats  for  two  hundred  pupils. 

The  announcement  of  the  assassination  of  President  Lin- 
coln, and  the  nearly  fatal  assault  on  Secretary  Seward,  on 
Saturday  morning,  the  15th  of  April,  produced  a  great  sensa- 
tion in  Council  Bluffs.  Business  was  suspended  ;  the  mayor 
issued  a  proclamation  recommending  that  places  of  business 
be  closed  and  the  bells  tolled,  which  was  generally  complied 
with.  The  people  thronged  the  streets,  and  could  think  or 
talk  of  nothing  else.  In  the  afternoon  a  numerous  meeting 
of  the  Union  League  was  held,  at  which  resolutions  lauda- 
tory of  the  deceased  president,  and  denouncing  his  murder- 
er, were  adopted.  Later  in  the  day,  on  the  report  that  some 
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expressions  of  satisfaction  over  the  result  bad  fallen  from  a 
resident,  some  demonstrations  wore  made  towards  the  forci- 
ble expulsion  of  the  offender  from  the  city,  but,  fortunately, 
better  counsels  prevailed,  and  no  disturbance  of  the  peace 
occurred.  On  the  following  Wednesday,  being  the  day  on 
which  the  funeral  exercises  of  the  lamented  president  were 
observed,  in  Washington,  business  was  again,  by  common 
consent,  suspended,  the  bells  tolled,  minute  guns  fired,  and 
a  large  meeting  held  in  the  Congregational  church,  which 
was  addressed  by  a  number  of  the  most  prominent  citizens. 

The  Rev.  F.  Byllesby  resigned  the  rectorship  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church  in  April,  and  was  succeeded  in  July  following 
by  the  Eev.  John  Chamberlain. 

The  Presbyterian  Church,  Eev.  James  H.  Clark  pastor, 
recommenced  during  the  summer  the  work  on  its  new 
brick  church  edifice  begun  in  1858,  and  successfully  carried 
it  forward  to  completion.  The  members  contributed  with 
great  liberality  toward  the  object,  and  were  generously  aid- 
ed by  many  not  directly  connected  with  the  congregation. 
A  fair  held  by  the  ladies  of  this  church  on  the  21st  and  22d 
of  December,  1865,  proved  very  successful,  the  total  receipts 
exceeding  fourteen  hundred  dollars.  The  total  cost  of  this 
fine  church  was  seventeen  thousand  two  hundred  and  sev- 
enty dollars,  of  which  sum  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  dollars  were  raised  through  the  efforts  of  the  ladies 
of  the  society. 

May  16//?,  the  last  meeting  of  the  Soldiers'  Aid  Society 
was  held,  and  its  business  brought  to  a  close.  Its  receipts 
>om  December,  1864,  to  the  date  of  its  dissolution,  amount- 
ed to  five  hundred  and  four  dollars  and  fifteen  cents,  all  of 
which  had  been  sent  to  the  Christian  Commission  and  the 
Chicago  fair.  Of  the  receipts,  seventy-nine  dollars  and 
twenty-eight  cents  had  been  derived  from  a  course  of  lec- 
tures delivered  during  the  previous  winter. 

The  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July  this  year  in  Coun- 
cil Bluffs  was  the  largest  demonstration  that  had  ever  been 
witnessed  in  western  Iowa.  From  three  to  four  thousand 
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people  were  in  attendance  from  this  and  adjoining  counties. 
The  procession  was  nearly  a  mile  in  length,  and  made  a 
very  line  appearance.  The  military,  consisting  of  the  Coun- 
cil Blurt's  Light  Artillery,  Rifles,  Provosl  Guards,  and  the 
Botany  Tigers,  was  under  command  of  Col.  Hoffmayr.  A 
hook  and  ladder  company  from  Omaha  was  also  in  line.  A 
large  open  carriage  was  filled  with  a  group  of  little  girls 
dressed  in  white,  and  each  wearing  a  blue  sash  upon  which 
was  pinned  a  ribhon  bearing  in  gold  the  name  of  a  state  or 
territory.  In  the  centre  of  the  group  was  the  Goddess  of 
Liberty  with  appropriate  dress  and  cap.  The  religious  ex- 
ercises in  the  grove  were  conducted  by  Reverends  J.  H. 
Clark  and  II.  II.  O'lSTeal,  the  Declaration  was  read  by  C.  II. 
Street,  and  addresses  were  delivered  by  A.  J.  Bell,  Frank 
Street,  W.  G.  Crawford,  W.  F.  Sapp,  and  D.  C.  Bloomer. 
The  toasts  were  read  by  Judge  Baldwin.  On  the  stage 
were  placed  the  mothers  and  widowrs  of  deceased  soldiers, 
while  directly  in  front  were  the  returned  soldiers,  the  fire- 
men, and  a  large  number  of  citizens.  Dinner  was  furnished 
free  to  all.  The  weather  was  auspicious,  and  the  celebra- 
tion closed  with  a  fine  display  of  fireworks  from  one  of  the 
bluffs.  Although  the  celebration  was  gotten  up  by  the 
Union  men  in  commemoration  of  the  close  of  the  war,  yet 
it  was  participated  in  by  all  classes  and  by  all  parties. 

Quite  a  number  of  bold  robberies  were  committed  this 
Bumrner  in  and  around  the  city.  Persons  were  waylaid  on 
the  roads  and  in  the  fields  and  compelled  to  deliver  up  their 
money  and  other  valuables.  All  efforts  to  discover  the  of- 
fenders proved  futile  until  the  latter  part  of  July,  when 
George  Parks  found  a  person  on  the  road  whom  he  suspect- 
ed of  being  one  of  the  robbers,  and  who,  revolver  in  hand, 
he  compelled  to  march  into  town  ahead  of  the  horse  he  wa3 
riding.  Bein°;  identified  as  the  man  who  had  compelled  a 
farmer  from  the  country,  a  few  days  previous,  to  deliver  up 
his  wallet,  he  was  taken  in  hand  by  the  vigilance  committee, 
and  his  dead  body  was  found  a  few  mornings  after  suspend- 
ed from  the  limb  of  a  tree  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city. 
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This  summary  punishment  brought  this  class  of  crimes  to 
an  end  for  some  months  after. 

This  summer,  work  was  commenced  on  the  Union  Pacific 
railroad  at  Omaha.  The  line  of  the  road  was  at  first  located 
to  run  nearly  due  west  from  that  place  until  it  entered  the 
valley  of  the  Platte.  After  a  considerable  sum  had  been 
expended  in  grading  on  this  route,  it  was  determined  to 
change  it  so  as  to  run  south  ten  or  twelve  miles  before  start- 
ing on  its  long  trip  westward.  This  was  called  the  "  Ox 
Bow  "  route,  and  the  subject  excited  a  great  deal  of  interest 
both  in  Council  Bluffs  and  Omaha,  as  this  location  was 
deemed  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  both  towns. 
Public  meetings  were  held,  and  every  possible  effort  was 
made  to  induce  the  company  to  stick  to  the  route  first 
adopted,  but  all  of  no  avail.  The  "  Ox  Bow"  was  a  finality; 
op.  it  the  road  was  constructed,  and  is  still  operated. 
No  injurious  results  either  to  Council  Bluffs  or  Omaha  are 
believed  to  have  followed,  except  to  make  the  journey  to 
the  west  ten  or  twelve  miles  longer. 

In  August  the  Council  Bluffs  branch  of  the  State  Bank  of 
Iowa  was  changed  into  the  First  National  Bank  of  Council 
Bluff's.  A.  L.  Deming  was,  at  the  time,  president,  and  Mr. 
H.  Deming  cashier.  This  institution,  the  first  organized 
bank  in  the  count}^,  was  first  established  in  1860.  Horace 
Everett  was  its  first  president,  and  John  D.  Lockwood  its 
first  cashier.  It  has  enjoyed  a  good  share  of  public  confi- 
dence. 

On  the  evening  of  the  21st  of  September  a  reception  and 
banquet  was  given  to  the  returned  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  war.  About  three  hundred  were  present,  and  the  affair 
passed  off"  quite  pleasantly. 

A  post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  was  organized 
this  year,  and  continued  in  existence  for  several  years.  The 
Union  League  also  continued  its  meetings  during  this  and 
the  following  year. 

The  state  census  taken  this  year  (18G5)  gave  the  popula- 
tion of  the  county  by  townships,  as  follows  :    Kane,  3,003 ; 
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Silver  Creek,  116  j  Macedonia,  94:  dove,  201;  Walnut 
Creek,  130;  Center,  220 ;  James,  189 ;  Knox,  223;  Xork, 
107;  Crescent,  504;  Boomer,  213  ;  Rockyford,  428 — total, 
4,588.  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  county  was 
904.  Bushels  of  wheat  harvested,  54,094,  and  of  corn  220,- 
412.  Number  of  school  houses  in  the  county,  36;  value, 
$16,035.  Number  of  schools  in  the  county,  4G  ;  average 
attendance  of  pupils  at  same,  948. 

This  fall  the  city  and  county  transferred  its  stock  in  the 
Council  Bluffs  &  St.  Joseph  railroad  to  Willis  Phelps,  of 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  on  condition  that  he  should 
complete  the  road  to  the  state  line  by  the  first  of  January, 
1867.  A  settlement  was  also  arranged  with  Mr.  Hendrie, 
of  Burlington,  by  which  he  surrendered  up  his  contract  for 
the  construction  of  the  road.  Soon  after  this  contract  was 
completed,  the  contractor,  Mr.  llenry  W.  Phelps,  arrived, 
and  entered  vigorously  upon  the  work.  The  officers  of  the 
company,  at  this  time,  were  :  R.  L.  Douglas,  president;  J. 
P.  Casady,  vice  president ;  Horace  Everett,  treasurer;  and 
Samuel  Jacobs,  secretary. 

The  fair  of  the  Western  Iowa  Agricultural  Society  was 
held  in  September  in  Council  Bluffs.  It  was  fairly  attended, 
but  did  not  prove  a  very  great  success.  The  summer  had 
been  unfavorable  for  a  large  display  of  farming  products, 
and  the  early  day  at  which  it  was  held  was  also  unfortunate 
for  its  success.  The  county  fair,  which  took  place  in  No- 
vember, was  held  in  the  midst  of  a  big  snow  storm. 

The  republicans  elected  their  entire  county  ticket  this 
year  without  any  serious  contest.  The  list  was  as  follows: 
Representative,  W.  F.  Sapp  ;  treasurer,  Thomas  Tostevin  ; 
sheriff,  H.  H.  Field  ;  surveyor,  David  Tostevin ;  coroner, 
Joseph  Bolden ;  superintendent  of  schools,  A.  E.  Claren- 
don; drainage  commissioner,  Joseph  C.  Layton.  I  cannot 
find  any  record  of  the  vote  received  by  the  candidates 
either  in  the  newspapers  published  in  the  county  or  in  the 
clerk's  office.  In  the  Tribune  Almanac  I  find  that  for  gov- 
ernor it  was  as  follows  :    For  Stone,  490  ;  for  Benton,  435. 
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General  Benton  had  formerly  been  a  resident  of  the  coun- 
ty, and  ran  a  good  many  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket.  The 
question  of  negro  suffrage  was  largely  discussed  during  the 
canvass,  and  was  denounced  in  hitler  terms  in  the  columns 
of  the  Bugle,  which  paper  only  gave  a  very  mild  support  to 
the  regular  anti-administration  ticket. 

At  the  January  meeting  in. 1866  of  the  Board  of  Supervi- 
sors the  following  new  members  took  their  scats:  York, 
J.Ellis;  Silver  Creek,  WoosterFay;  Center,  J.  M;  Strong ; 
Walnut,  Simeon  Wright;  Grove,  John  Smith;  Kane,  E. 
McBridc.  '  Mr.  J.  L.  Fetter,  of  James  township,  wras  elected 
chairman.  The  committee  on  the  construction  of  a  new 
court  house  reported  a  plan  and  estimates  for  the  new 
building,  and  the  Board,  on  the  5th  of  January,  purchased 
a  site  on  which  to  erect  it  on  the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Buck- 
ingham streets,  in  Council  Bluffs,  at  a  cost  of  thirty-five 
hundred  dollars  in  county  orders.  J.  M.  Phillips,  J.  P. 
Casady,  Thomas  Officer,  and  Wm.  Ward,  were  appointed 
commissioners,  and  on  the  loth  of  February,  1866,  the  con- 
tract for  the  erection  of  the  court,  house  was  let  to  John 
Hammer  and  C.  Johnson  for  forty-two  thousand  dollars, 
Mr.  Ward  having  immediate  charge  of  the  work  as  super- 
intendent and  architect.  The  old  court  house  lot  on  Broad- 
way was  sold  for  twenty-three  hundred  and  ninety  dollars 
in  cash.  It  had  cost  the  county  sixty-five  hundred  dollars 
when  purchased  in  1857.  The  bonds  of  the  county  were 
issued  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  new  building,  a  special 
tax  having  been  vote  to  meet  the  interest  and  to  form  a 
sinking  fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  principal.  Messrs. 
Hammer  and  Johnson  commenced  work  early  in  the  sum- 
mer on  their  contract,  and  by  the  following  winter  the  stone 
foundation  and  basement  story  were  nearly  completed. 
No  other  important  matters  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
Board  this  year.  At  the  September  session  it  was  resolved 
to  submit  to  the  electors  of  the  county  at  the  October  elec- 
tion the  question  of  an  additional  tax  of  four  mills  for  coun- 
ty purposes.  The  vote  of  the  people  resulted  in  a  large 
majority  against  it. 


438 


ANNALS  OF  TOWA. 


[APRIL, 


On  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  February,  1866,  it  row  of 
buildings,  situated  on  Broadway,  in  Council  Bluffs,  ' 
destroyed  by  fire.  Theyhadall  been  occupied  as  stores  and 
shops,  and  were  owned  by  J,  M.  Phillips,  8.  Kneppcr,  .John 
Epcnt.es,  and  Keller  &  Bennett  A  portion  of  the  content  ■ 
were  saved,  but  the  entire  loss  amounted  to  about  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  over  one  half  of  which  was  covered  by  in- 
surance. The  weather  at  this  time  was  intensely  cold,  and 
only  the  favorable  direction  of  the  wind  saved  a  number  of 
other  buildings  from  being  burned.  Very  soon  after  the 
occurrence  of  this  lire  the  first  city  ordinance  was  passed 
establishing  fire  limits  in  the  city.  It  was,  of  course,  con- 
fined to  Broadway,  but  has  been  largely  extended  in  subse- 
quent years. 

March  12th,  1866.— The  city  election  resulted  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  entire  republican  ticket,  as  follows  :  Mayor,  Ca- 
leb Baldwin ;  recorder,  T.  P.  Treynor ;  treasurer,  H.  P. 
Warren;  marshal,  A.  J.  Bump;  assessor,  J.  S.  Strctc  ;  al- 
dermen—  Charles  Buch,  J.  P.  Williams,  P.  L.  Douglass, 
N".  S.  Bates,' and  E.  Knabe.  The  school  officers  chosen  on 
the  same  day  were:  I).  C.  Bloomer,  president;  C.  L.  D. 
Crockwell,  vice  president ;  J.W.Morse,  secretary;  P.  C. 
De  Vol,  treasurer ;  Wm.  Armstrong,  director.  A  tax  was 
voted  to  build  another  school  house,  which  was  located  in 
the  second  ward. 

This  spring  a  deep  religious  feeling  was  manifested  in  the 
city,  and  the  meetings  in  the  different  churches  were  largely 
attended.  A  union  prayer  meeting  was  held  for  about  two 
months,  commencing  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  each 
day  for  the  convenience  of  business  men.  The  additions  to 
the  churches  were  quite  numerous. 

A  Young;  Men's  Librarv  Association  was  organized  this 
spring,  and  a  considerable  library  gathered  during  the  fol- 
lowing months.  W.  H.  M.  Pusey  was  president  of  the  As- 
sociation, C.  H.  Street  secretary,  and  F.  M.  Streamer  libra- 
rian. Mr.  Pusey  generously  furnished  a  room  for  the  use 
of  the  library  free  of  charge. 
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The  Board  of  Trade  organized  in  February,  and  was  in 
active  operation  during  this  and  two  or  three  following 
years.  A.  L.  Beming  was  its  first  president,  and  the  a 
ciation  did  a  great  deal  of  good  towards  advancing  the  ma- 
terial interests  of  the  city.  Its  rooms  were  frequently  re- 
sorted to  by  business  men  for  mutual  consultation.  T.  J. 
Harford  was  its  second  president,  selected  in  the  beginning 
of  18G7. 

Greatjuirprise  and  grief  were  brought  upon  the  religious 
sentiment  of  the  city  towards  the  close  of  the  spring  months 
this  year  by  the  [discovery  that  the  Rev.  James  II.  Clark, 
who  had  been  esteemed  as  a  most  estimable  and  successful 
pastor,  had  been  guilty  of  indelicate  and  improper  conduct 
towards  some  young  girls,  while  visiting  his  study  for  re- 
ligious instruction.  When  the  exposure  came  out  he 
promptly  confessed  his  offense,  resigned  his  charge,  and  left 
the  county. 

Burhop's  Hall,  which  had  been  commenced  the  previous 
fall,  was  completed  this  spring,  and  opened  with  a  grand 
ball  on  the  22d  of  June.  For  several  years  this  was  the 
only  public  hall  in  the  city,  and  was  therefore  in  almost 
constant  use  for  concerts,  theatres,  and  all  kinds  of  public 
meetings.  In  late  years  it  has  been  supplied  with  a  gallery, 
handsomely  seated,  and  provided  with  all  the  appliances  of 
a  well  arranged  opera  house. 

The  second  ward  school  house  was  completed  late  in  the 
summer,  making  the  third  school  building  erected  in  the 
city.  It  cost  about  six  thousand  dollars,  exclusive  of  the 
lots,  and  furnishes  seats  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  pupils. 

This  summer  the  Rev.  Thomas  H.  CI  eland,  then  fresh 
from  his  theological  studies,  took  charge  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Council  Bluffs.  Although  the  post  seemed  a 
highly  responsible  one  for  so  young  a  man,  yet  he  has 
proved  a  most  acceptable  and  efficient  pastor,  and  at  the 
end  of  seven  years  remains  in  the  same  field  of  duty. 

On  the  14th  of  June  the  corner-stone  of  the  new  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  was  laid,  and  the  contract  let  to 
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Messrs.  John  Hammer  and  G.  B\  Smith  for  its  construction. 
From  this  time  the  work  went  vigorously  forward,  and  \-(.vy 
soon  the  walls  of  the  largesl  and  finest  church  yet  erected 
in  Council  Bluffs  began  to  make;  their  appearance.  Stand- 
ing in  a  prominent  position  at  the  intersection  of  Broadway 
and  Madison  streets,  this  church  attracts  the  attention  of  all 
who  visit  the  city,  by  its  tasteful  proportions,  and  by  the 
signs  of  solidity  and  architectural  skill  that  mark  the  st  ruc- 
ture.   It  was  completed  during  the  following  year,  at  a  cost 

of  —  dollars,  and  besides  being  a  large  and 

commodious  place  of  worship,  is  also  an  honor  to  the  public 
spirit  and  enterprise  of  the  denomination  in  this  city  to 
which  it  belongs. 

During  the  early  months  of  this  year,  the  progress  of  the 
Cedar  Rapids  &  Missouri  River  railroad  towards  completion 
to  the  Missouri  was  very  rapid,  and  the  question  as  to  the 
point  where  it  would  strike  the  river  was  one  which  excited 
a  great  deal  of  interest.  Although  the  people  of  Council 
Bluffs  professed  entire  confidence  that  it  would  come  to 
their  city,  yet  this  did  not  prevent  them  from  putting  forth 
such  efforts  as  were  in  their  power  to  secure  that  desirable 
end.  Various  committees  were  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  charged  with  the  consideration  of  the  matter,  and  the 
community  was  kept  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  on  the  subject, 
which  was  extremely  tantalizing.  Finally,  in  July,  several 
of  the  leading  officers  of  the  road  visited  the  city  and  made 
a  definite  proposition,  that  if  thirty  thousand  dollars  and  the 
right  of  way  through  the  county  were  donated  to  them, 
they  would  guarantee  that  the  road  should  be  built  to 
Council  Bluffs.  A  meeting  was  therefore  held  on  the  eve- 
ning of  the  9th  of  July  to  take  the  proposition  into  consid- 
eration. It  was  attended  by  nearly  all  the  business  men  of 
the  town.  The  proposition  was  discussed  and  accepted, 
and  over  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  cash  pledged  on  the 
spot.  Besides,  Marshal  Turley  donated  eighty  acres  for 
depot  grounds,  and  a  number  of  additional  donations  were 
made  within  a  few  days  after.    These  sums  were  nearly  all 
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paid  within  the  following  year  or  two,  although  tlx-'  convic- 
tion soon  became  general,  on  the  part  of  nearly  all,  that  this 
large  donation  was  wholly  unnecessary,  the  railroad  mana- 
gers having,  it  is  believed,  previously  determined  to  con- 
struct their  road  to  Council  Bluffs.  At  any  rate,  the  work 
went  rapidly  forward.  September  14th  ground  was  first 
broken  for  it  in  Council  Bluffs  in  the  presence  of  a  I; 
number  of  people,  and  its  first  locomotive  reached  the  city 
on  the  22d  of  January,  1867.  The  occasion  was  duly  and 
joyfully  celebrated.  Cannon  were  tired,  a  procession 
marched  out  to  the  depot  grounds  and  back  again,  and 
speeches  were  made  by  Mayor  Baldwin  and  a  number  of 
other  citizens.  Telegrams  were  also  sent  to  the  mayors  of 
Chicago,  St.  Louis,  and  other  leading  citizens,  and  suitable 
replies  received.  Thus,  at  last,  the  long  waiting  for  a  rail- 
road was  ended,  and  persons  could  thenceforth  make  the 
journey  across  the  state  without  first  securing  seats  in  the 
coaches  of  the  Western  Stage  Company.  The  stage  driver's 
horn  was  henceforth  to  be  no  more  heard  among  the  bluffs 
of  the  Missouri,  for  the  shrill  whistle  of  the  locomotive  was 
to  take  its  place. 

The  work  on  the  Council  Bluffs  &  St.  Joseph  railroad 
went  steadily  forward  this  season  under  the  arrangement 
made  with  Mr.  Willis  Phelps  the  previous  year.  In  Sep- 
tember a  locomotive  was  brought  up  the  river  and  placed 
on  a  portion  of  the  finished  road  in  Mills  county,  and  the 
work  then  went  more  rapidly  forward,  and  the  first  con- 
struction train  reached  the  round-house  of  the  company  in 
Council  Bluffs  on  the  27th  of  December,  1866.  As  this  was 
the  lirst  railroad  locomotive  that  had  ever  made  its  appear- 
ance in  the  town,  it  of  course  was  the  observed  of  all  ob- 
servers, and  was  visited  by  nearly  the  entire  population 
during  the  next  few  days. 

From  January,  1866,  to  October,  1867,  the  Council  Bluffs 
Bugle  was  published  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Giles.    I  have  been  un- 
able, after  diligent  search,  to  find  a  file  of  this  paper  during 
this  period  in  the  community.    This  I  deeply  regret,  as  a 
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newspaper  is  a,  priceless  fountain  of  information  for  anyone 
who  is  engaged  in  studying  the  past  hi  fcory  of  our  state. 
Mr.  W.  S.  Burke  continued  to  publish  the  Nonpareil  until 
the  22d  of  .December,  18CG,  when  he  gave  place  to  Messrs. 
W.  W.  Maynard  and  John  W.  Chapman,  who  then  became 
its  editors  and  proprietors.  Maynard  was  well  known  as  an 
editor  and  publisher.  Mr.  Chapman  had  then  resided  in 
the  county  hut  a  short  time,  ,  hut  his  subsequent  career  has 
marked  him  as  a  man  of  energy  and  ability. 

The  political  canvass  in  the  county  was  conducted  with  a 
good  deal  of  spirit.  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge  was  nominated  for 
congress  by  the  republicans,  after  a  severe  and  bitter  con- 
test, over  J.  A.  Kasson.  Dodge  and  Kasson  had  formerly 
been  strong  personal  friends,  but  on  this  occasion  found 
themselves  pitted  against  each  other.  Gen.  Tuttle  was  the 
opposing  candidate.  He  visited  the  county  in  September 
and  addressed  the  people.  Addresses  were  also  delivered 
by  Gov.  Kirk  wood,  Judge  bourse,  and  several  others  of 
each  party.  At  the  election  in  November  the  whole  num- 
ber of  votes  in  the  county  was  thirteen  hundred  and  forty- 
two,  and  the  average*  republican  majority  was  about  one 
hundred.  W.  G.  Crawford  was  re-elected  recorder,  and  E. 
F.  Burdick  clerk  of  the  courts.  The  republicans  celebrated 
their  victory  in  the  old  way,  by  a  torchlight  procession, 
music,  firing  of  cannon,  and  speeches. 

During  the  summer  the  Johnson  peace  convention,  held 
in  Philadelphia,  was  attended  by  Messrs.  Test  and  Larimer, 
of  Council  Bluffs,  as  delegates  from  this  congressional  dis- 
trict. While  they  were  absent,  Burke  published  in  the 
Nonpareil  an  amusing  telegram  purporting  to  come  from 
Test,  announcing  that  he  should  return  home  in  a  few  days 
accompanied  by  the  President,  and  requesting  that  suitable 
arrangements  should  be  made  for  their  reception  i 

On  the  first  of  December  the  old  Cottonwood  jail  was  des- 
troyed by  fire.  A  man  named  Piling,  who  had  been  placed 
in  it  on  the  previous  evening  was  also  burned  up  with  it.  A 
large  number  of  persons  witnessed  the  burning,  but  no  one 
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suspected  that  it.  contained  a  human  being  until  his  charred 
remains  wore  found  the  next  morning. 

In  November  the  electors  of  the  city  decided,  at  a  special 
election  held  for  that  purpose,  to  authorize  the  city  council 
to  borrow  sixty  thousand  dollars  on  the  bonds  of  the  city 
for  various  purposes  of  internal  improvements,  the  purchase 
of  lire  apparatus,  and  a  market  house.  Under  the  last 
clause  the  council  purchased,  in  December,  of  S.  H.  Riddle, 
the  brick  building,  with  the  lot  on  which  it  stood,  erected 
in  1857  by  Col.  Benton  for  a  banking  oflice,  paying  seven 
thousand  dollars  for  it  in  city  bonds.  It  has  since  been 
known  as  the  "  City  Building,"  and  is  used  for  offices  for 
the  various  city  officials  and  for  meetings  of  the  city  council, 
and  also  for  a  city  prison. 

On  the  week  preceding  Christmas  the  ladies  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church  held  a  most  successful  fair  in  Burhop's  Hall, 
The  times  were  then  good  and  money  comparatively  plenty, 
and  the  ladies  were  therefore  enabled  to  realize  nearly  a 
thousand  dollars  as  the  fruits  of  their  labors  on  this  occa- 
sion. The  total  receipts  of  the  fair  were  nearly  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Indeed,  this  entire  year  may  be  noted  as  one  of  decided 
prosperity  for  the  city  of  Council  Bluffs.  The  rapid  prog- 
ress made  in  the  construction  of  the  Northwestern  and 
Southern  railroads  and  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad,  and 
the  now  sure  prospect  that  at  least  two  more  railroads  would 
be  built  to  this  point  within  a  few  years,  all  tended'  to 
greatly  advance  the  value  of  property  and  stimulate  specu- 
lation. A  number  of  new  buildings  were  erected,  both  for 
business  purposes  and  private  dwellings,  including  in  the 
latter  five  residences  by  Dr.  P.  J.  McMahon  and  J.  P.  Cas- 
ady,  and  the  people  generally  congratulated  themselves 
upon  the  rapid  increase  of  the  town  in  population  and 
wealth.  Mechanical  labor  of  all  kinds  had  been  in  great 
demand  and  was  well  paid. 

[to  be  continued.] 
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ORIGIN  OF  OUR  MISSOURI  WAR  (1839)  IN  A  LAND  BBAB, 


The  Indians  at  their  Old  Village  Grounds. 


BY  SUEL  FOSTER. 


CHAPTER  I. 

I CANNOT  conveniently  devote  as  much  time  to  "  what 
I  know  "  of  the  Missouri  war  as  the  importance  of  the 
subject  requires  ;  but  rather  than  have  some  of  these  histor- 
ic facts  and  beautiful  embellishments  of  that  war  die  with 
the  memory  of  man,  pass  away  and  be  forgotten,  I  wish  to 
record  them  in  The  Annals  of  Iowa.  I  am  the  more  de- 
sirous of  doing  this,  from  the  fact  that  I  have  often  asked 
of  my  "  old  comrades  in  arms  "  what  the  cause  of  that  diffi- 
culty was ;  but  a  correct  answer  is  very  seldom  given.  That 
the  state  of  Missouri  claimed  a  strip  of  the  south  part  of 
Iowa,  west  of  the  Des  Moines  river,  is  a  fact ;  not  the  tri- 
angle in  the  fork  of  the  Mississippi  and  Des  Moines,  as  is 
sometimes  supposed.  But  how  came  Missouri  to  think  of 
moving  her  northern  boundary  about  ten  miles  north  ? 
This  is  one  part  of  this  history  I  wish  to  explain;  and  when 
a  more  convenient  season  offers  I  will  try  to  give  to  the 
reader  another  chapter  —  the  occupation  of  the  army  and 
its  embellishments  —  real,  not  fiction  —  "  Truth  is  more  won- 
derful than  fiction." 

In  September,  1836, 1  was  boarding  at  Mr.  Rinnah  Wells's, 
whose  house  stood  on  the  bank  of  Rock  river,  Illinois, 
about  two  miles  from  its  mouth,  on  the  identical  ground 
where  thc4  great  Indian  village  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  was 
previous  to  the  Black  Hawk  war  of  1832-3.  It  was  one  of 
those  warm,  delightful  days,  early  in  September,  1836,  that 
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early  in  the  morning  there  wore  seen  coming  on  horseback 
across  the  'Hock  river,  on  Van  Hull's  [sland,  a  company  of 
fine  looking  Indian  braves  in  half  uniform.  Approaching 
the  river,  they  halted,  and  after  a  few  moments  viewing 
our  shore  of  the  river,  they  slowly  rode  into  the  water  and 
swam  their  horses  and  ponies  over.  Soon  there  were  seen 
coming  up  the  river,  in  canoes,  several  squaws,  and  some 
Indian  men  with  them,  who  kept  their  canoes  close  to  the 
opposite  shore,  or  where  the  first  Indians  had  rode  in  to" 
swim  over.  Then  came  considerable  numbers  of  Indians 
of  all  ages  and  sexes,  wending  their  way  through  the  bushes 
on  Van  Ruff's  Island,  some  on  horseback  and  some  on  foot. 
After  a  halt  of  a  few  minutes  they  came  silently  to  the 
water,  those  with  ponies  riding  and  swimming,  and  those 
on  foot  getting  into  the  canoes  and  passing  over.  The 
number  of  canoes  continued  to  come  up  the  river,  and  the 
Indians  by  land  continued  to  come,  until  about  five  hundred 
had  assembled  on  the  ground  of  their  ancient  village  —  the 
lovely  land  of  their  birth  and  their  former  home.  JSTo  won- 
der they  were  orderly,  silent,  sedate,  and  solemn. 

Mr.  Wells  could  talk  the  language  readily.  He  was  well 
acquainted  with  many  of  the  chiefs  and  nobles,  and  they 
greeted  each  other  with  much  cordiality,  for  Wells  had 
lived  at  their  village  some  time  before  the  Black  Hawk 
war.  This  was  their  first  visit  to  their  recent  home  after 
an  absence  of  nearly  five  years.  Mr.  Wells  asked  them 
where  they  were  going?  They  answered,  "  Minisek,*  Sena 
Sackalos" — to  Rock  Island,  to  Major  Davenport's.  "What 
you  going  there  for?"  " Kaw-in," — No;  that  was,  they 
would  tell  him  no  further. 

There  were  some  eight  or  ten  of  us  gentlemen  of  leisure 
at  Mr.  Wells's,  who  were  quite  unacquainted  with  the  Indi- 
ans, and  we  got  Mr.  Wells  to  introduce  us  to  some  of  the 
chiefs  —  Black  Hawk,  Keokuk,  Kishkekosh,  Poweshiek, 
Wapello,  White  Hawk,  Manathe,  etc. ;   but  they  were  not 
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disposed  to  make  new  acquaintances  at  that  time  and  place. 
Black  Hawk  and  hie  family  —  two  wives,  two  sons  (young 
men),  and  several  children,  the  smallest  some  ton  years  old 
—  were  under  a  neat  wigwam.  The  squaws  were  .picking 
up  a  comfortable  dinner,  or  Lunch,  of  cold,  flat  biscuit  and 
venison.  We  asked  Black  Hawk  some  questions,  who  an- 
swered us  politely  in  broken  English.  By  one  o'clock  he 
and  his  family  moved  on  towards  llock  Island,  about  three 
miles,  he  and  one  of  his  sons  upon  good  horses  and  his 
squaws  upon  ponies,  with  the  tent  and  other  luggage. 
Other  Indians  soon  commenced  following,  who  were  not 
disposed  to  tarry  long  at  their  old  village  site,  whilst  some 
remained  and  strolled  around.  Many  of  them  went  up  on 
the  points  of  the  bluff's,  where  was  their  burying-ground. 
Here  were  often  heard  loud  lamentations  at  the  graves  of 
their  dead.  The  squaws  were  more  particularly  demonstra- 
tive of  their  grief  for  departed  friends.  In  the  evening 
they  kindled  fires  on  those  high  bluff's,  and  their  lamenta- 
tions were  loud  and  piteous,  and  continued  until  nearly 
twelve  o'clock  at  night.  We  went  up  among  them  in  the 
evening.  We  never  witnessed  a  more  affecting  scene  among 
the  whites  than  we  here  saw  with  the  Indians. 

These  Indians  had  been  deceived  by  their  friends,  the 
United  States  government,  the  boundary  line  running  some 
three  miles  north  of  Eock  river,  here  near  its  mouth,  in- 
stead of  it  running  on  the  south  side  from  its  mouth  to- 
wards the  south  end  of  Lake  Michigan ;  thus  taking  away 
from  them  their  village,  their  home,  and  the  graves  of  their 
dead.  This  was  their  last  and  final  parting  with  these  sa- 
cred things.  Their  dead  were  not  buried,  but  placed  beneath 
a  kind  of  small,  low  roof  of  slabs  of  split  wood,  in  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground,  and  their  bones  yet  lie  in  their  blankets, 
their  bow  and  hatchet,  their  pipe  and  pouch,  their  wampum 
and  moccasins,  and  jewels,  all  found  and  examined,  and  re- 
placed again  by  loving  hands. 

My  father  was  a  Friend  (Quaker),  and  he  told  me  that  our 
government  had  often  robbed  the  poor  Indians  of  their 


1878.] 


OKU  IN  of  OUR  MISSOURI  WAR. 


117 


lands.    Hath  not  Uncle.  Sam  taught  his  children  the  way  of 

"land grabs?"  Ought  not  the  curse  of  a  "Credit  Mobi- 
licr  "  to  rest  heavily  upon  the  necks  of  a  wicked  and  per- 
verse nation  ? 

The  next  day  there  were  assembled  upon  Rock  Island 
nearly  all  the  Indians  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  and  Major 
George  Davenport,  Antoine  Le  Claire,  Sumner  Phelps, 
Wm,  Patterson,  Mr.  Hambaugh,  and  probably  one  or  two  oth- 
ers connected  with  the  Indian  trade,  for  the  purpose  of  buy- 
ing the  lands  of  the  half-breeds  of  these  Indians.  This  tract  of 
land  embraced  over  one  hundred  thousand  acres,  lying  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Des  Moines  river,  and  as  far  north  as  the 
point  where  the  north  line  of  the  state  of  Missouri  touches 
the  Des  Moines  river.  This  purchase  by  these  men  was 
right  and  proper  as  a  land  speculation,  and  conducted  in  a 
legal  manner  in  proving  who  the  rightful  owners  were  of 
this  Indian  reserve,  reserved  b}T  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  at  the 
treaty  at  the  close  of  the  Black  Hawk  war  for  the  benetit  of 
all  the  half-breeds  of  those  tribes.  At  this  time  there  wrere 
identified  as  legitimate  owners  of  this  reserve  something 
over  thirty,  besides  some  six  or  eight  others,  rightful  own- 
ers, who  were  not  present.  A  few  rights  had  been  bought 
before  this  general  purchase.  It  was  understood  that  a 
half-breed  share  in  these  lands  would  be  equal  to  nearly 
three  thousand  acres.  I  do  not  know  what  price  was  paid 
to  each  half-breed  for  their  undivided  interest  in  this  land, 
but  its  market  value  at  Stephenson  (now  Rock  Island)  and 
Davenport  was  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred  dol- 
lars, with  a  raising  market. 


[to  be  continued.] 
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RECOLLECTIONS  OF  THE  EARLY  SETTLEMENT  OF  M.  W.  IOWA. 


BY  N.  LEVERING,  GREENWOOD,  MO. 


[Continued  from  page  301.] 

IN  the  month  of  August,  18G4,  I  was  authorized  by  the 
provo-marshal  (Thomas  II.  Curtis),  of  the  sixth  district 
of  Iowa,  to  enroll  all  able-bodied  men  over  eighteen  and 
under  forty-live  years  of  age,  preparatory  to  a  draft  that 
was  to  be  made  the  following  month.  Had  the  small-pox  or 
yellow  fever  made  its  appearance  in  the  town,  it  would  not 
have  created  greater  sensation  than  my  presence  while  in 
the  discharge  of  my  duty.  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to 
find  very  many  who  were  a  little  too  old,  or  not  quite  old 
enough,  and  many  who  were  halt,  lame,  blind,  and  afflicted 
with  all  the  diseases  that  human  flesh  was  heir  to.  Some 
few,  who  knew  their  excuses  would  be  invalid,  tied  the  state, 
crossing  the  river  into  Nebraska,  thinking,  no  doubt,  that 
"  He  that  scares  and  runs  away, 
May  live  to  fight  another  day." 
I  trust  they  are  still  running.  Some  of  them,  however, 
found  that  " the  race  was  not  to  the  swift"  —  fearing  they 
would  be  gobbled  up  if  drafted,  returned. 

I  was  much  amused  by  an  affectionate  mother  of  the 
"  Emerald  Isle,"  who  had  a  stout  and  healthy  son  of  twenty- 
four  or  five  summers  (judging  from  his  personal  appear- 
ance). When  I  called  at  their  house  1  was  met  at  the  door 
by  the  mother,  with — " 4  Morning  to  ye,  and  are  ye  after 
John?"  "Yes,"  said  I.  " And  are  ye  after  drafting  him 
into  the  yarmy  ?  "  Perhaps, "  I  replied.  "  Divil  the  bit  will 
ye  git  him,  for  he  is  living  in  Nebraska,  and  that  isn't  all, 
and  it  is  as  true  as  I  am  his  mother,  he  is  not  but  seven- 
teen."   "He  wears  a  stiff  beard  for  a  boy,  and  deceives  his 
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appearance,"  I  said.  "  Ye'r  right  and  he  is  of  a  bairy  |  i 
pie,  but  lie  never  deseaved  any  body,  he  ie  an  honest  boy  as 
ever  had  a  baing."  "All  right,"  I  said,  "he  is  just  the 
kind  of  a  man  that  \  want  ;  1*11  enrol)  him,  and  be  can  ap- 
pear before  the  enrolling  board  and  offer  bis  objections." 
"The  divil  take  ye  and  roul  the  life  out  of  ye  before  ye  shall 
roul  me  John  on  yer  board,  ye  dirty  baste."  Here  she  pour- 
ed forth  such  a  volley  of  invectives  and  so  rapid,  that  J 
could  not  even  put  in  a  demurer.  She  even  likened  me  unto 
Josh  Billings'  strange  bird,  that  "wears  its  wings  on  its 
head,  stands  on  its  fore  feet,  and  kicks  with  its  hind  ones," 
and  by  relationship  closely  allied  to  a  jackass.  "Do  not 
flatter  me  madam,"  I  said,  as  she  paused  to  catch  a  fresh 
breath.  "I'll  flatten  ye,  if  ye  haint  after  getting  away  with 
yer  rouling  board."  I  thought  discretion  the  better  part 
of  valor,  and  retired  in  good  order,  amid  a  shower  of 
epithets  and  billingsgate  flung  at  me  in  good  Irish  style. 
John  was  enrolled  but  not  drafted. 

The  draft  wTas  made  in  September  following,  at  Ft.  Dodge. 
Thomas  II.  Curtis  was  provost  marshal,  and  president  of 
board  of  enrollment,  Woolsey  Welles  member,  and  Dr. 
Wm,  R.  Smith,  surgeon.  On  the  29th  of  September  the 
draft  for  Sioux  City  township,  Woodbury  county,  was  made, 
and  among  the  victims  were  Squire  Havlin,  John  Luse,  C. 
Hamilton,  W.  Edwards,  J.  N.  Field,  Levering,  and  oth- 
ers, whose  names  are  not  now  remembered.  They  were  at 
on^e  notified  to  report  on  or  before  the  12th  day  of  October, 
at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  in  Ft.  Dodge,  or  be  deemed  de- 
serters, and  subject  to  the  penalty  prescribed  therefor  by 
the  rule  and  articles  of  war.  The  drafted  made  their  ap- 
pearance at  the  proper  time,  some  of  whom  were  accepted, 
and  either  went  or  furnished  substitutes,  while  a  few  were 
rejected,  among  whom  were  Havlin,  Hamilton,  Levering, 
and  others  not  now  recollected.  We  received  our  certifi- 
cates of  exemption  and  returned  home.  One  of  our  party 
was  exempted  by  reason  of  arch  of  his  feet  gone.  His  an- 
gry passions  were  slow  to  rise,  and  did  not  get  to  their  full 
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height  until]  Ik;  got  home,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
away,  when  he  learned  that  several  negroes  bad  passed  an 
examination  before  the  .same  board.  "By  tin:  eternal," 
said  lie,  "does  Dr.  Smith  class  me  among  the  web  looted  or 
biped  portion  of  creation,  and  that  lower  than  a  gentleman 
of  African  descent?  Confound  the  Doctor,  if  he  was  here  1 
would  stand  flat-footed  and  give  him  a  practical  illustration 
of  my  fighting  qualities.  I'd  show  him  pluck,  it'  1  could 
not  show  hollow  in  my  foot."  Impositions  were  sometimes 
practiced  on  the  enrolling  board,  one  of  which  I  will  men- 
tion, as  rolated  to  me  by  a  member  of  the  board. 

A  man  (whose  name  I  have  forgotten)  of  stout  physical 
frame  and  able-bodied,  presented  himself  before  the  board 
for  examination,  and  was,  after  a  careful  examination, 
accepted,  and  seemingly  to  his  entire  satisfaction,  and  was 
at  once  ordered  to  Davenport,  where  he  was  to  undergo  re- 
examination. After  he  arrived  there,  and  prior  to  the  ex- 
amination, he  received  news  from  home,  which  caused  him 
to  yearn  to  return  to  the  bosom  of  his  family.  lie  soon  bit 
upon  a  plan  to  regain  his  liberty,  which  was  ys  follows: 
When  re-examined,  he  crooked  his  right  fore-tinger,  and 
held  it  in  that  position,  and  was  at  once  exempted  and  sent 
home;  and  the  enrolling  board  at  Ft.  Dodge,  who  accepted 
him,  were  each  fined  one  hundred  dollars,  in  order  to  sharp-, 
en  their  optics,  and  make  them  more  careful. 

At  the  October  election  of  1863,  N.  Levering  was  re- 
elected county  judge  of  Woodbury  county,  George  Kings- 
worth,  sheriff,  T.  J.  Stone,  recorder,  and  A.  Groniger,  treas- 
urer, the  office  of  treasurer  and  recorder  having  been  sep- 
arated by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  1862.  At  this  elec- 
tion I  was  again  commissioned,  by  Gov.  Kirkwood,  as 
commissioner  to  take  the  vote  of  all  troops  in  northwestern 
Iowa,  the  chain  of  forts  reaching  from  Sioux  City  up  the 
valley  of  Little  Sioux  river  to  Spirit  lake,  and  to  Ilester- 
ville,  on  the  Des  Moines  river.  My  commission  and  instruc- 
tions did  not  reach  me  until  late  Friday  night,  previous  to 
the  election.    I  at  once  saddled  my  horse  and  set  out  on  the 
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trip,  which  was  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles.    I  rode 

much  of  the  way  after  night,  and  iu  a  cold  drizzling  fain, 
stopping  at  each  fort  to  arrange  matters  lor  tlx1  election,  ar- 
riving at  Hesterville  about  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the 
election  (Tuesday),  where  I  was  kindly  received  and  very 
hospitably  entertained  by  Capt.  Engham,  commanding  thai 
post.    I  met  here  Mr.  Pritchard,  of  Des  Moines,  a  clerk  in 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  who  had  been  sent 
here  to  muster  some  new  recruits  into  the  State  service. 
Mr.  P.  was  a  very  genial  young  man,  of  strict  integrity  and 
line  business  capacity,  but  had  never  seen  much  of  rustic 
and  backwoods  life.    Capt.  Ingham  and  Mr.  P.  accompani- 
ed me  on  my  return  as  far  as  Ft.  White,  at  Correction vi He, 
on  their  way  to  Des  Moines.    Our  young  friend  seemed 
anxious  to  play  Nimrod,  and  carried  with  him  a  tine  double- 
barrel  shot-gun,  with  which  lie  longed  to  lay  low  some  of 
the  beasts  of  the  forest  and  fowls  of  the  air,  and  especially 
a  fat  turkey.    I  told  him  that  when  we  arrived  atPt.  White 
he  would  have  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  his  ambition  in 
this  respect,  as  there  were  many  turkeys  in  the  timber  near 
by.    Arriving  there  Mr.  P.  soon  made  his  desire  known  to 
Capt.  White.    It  was  then  late  in  the  evening.    The  Capt. 
was  always  on  hand  for  a  joke,  and  discovered  an  opening 
here  for  one.    He  assured  Mr.  P.  that  the  woods  were  full 
of  turkeys,  and  that  he  would  have  no  difficulty  in  bringing 
down  a  few  fat  gobblers  next  morning.    At  this  our  young 
Nimrod  was  perfectly  delighted,  and  at  once  set  about  load- 
ing his  gun  and  making  preparations  for  an  early  attack  on 
turkey  next  morning.    "Now,"  said  the  Capt.,  as  he  usher- 
ed the  young  hunter  to  his  sleeping  apartments,  "I  will 
wake  you  before  it  is  light  in  the  morning  and  send  one  of 
my  men  with  you  to  show  you  where  the  turkeys  roost.'' 
P.  bowed  and  thanked  the  Capt.  kindly,  and  retired  to  his 
dreamy  couch,  to  dream  only  of  a  terrible  slaughter  among 
"turkey"  the  next  day.  Soon  after  the  jocular  Captain  had 
cared  for  his  guest,  he  was  seen  with  lantern  in  hand  search- 
ing among  the  stables  for  a  couple  of  fine  black  gobblers, 
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that  he  had  recently  purchased  from  a  settler,  for  bis  own 
table.  They  were  soon  captured,  and  calling  one  of  bis 
men  to  him,  he  said,  "  Here,  I  want  you  to  take  I  hese  1  wo  fel- 
lows and  place  tliem  on  picket  duty  down  in  the  timber  near 
the  fort,  and  ]  want  you  up  carl)-  tomorrow  morning  to 
go  with  Mr.  P.  to  relieve  them."  After  imparting  the  joke 
to  the  soldier  the  Captain  retired, and  the  turkeys  were  posted 
on  a  limb.  In  the  morning,  before  gray-eyed  morn  dawned 
in  the  east,  a  shout  from  Capt.  White  broughl  coir  young 
hero  up  standing,  with  gun  in  hand,  yawning  and  gaping, 
but  eager  for  the  fun.  He  followed  his  guide,  who  con- 
ducted him  to  the  timber,  wdiere  they  were  soon  discovered 
by  the  Captain's  "pickets,"  who  hailed  them  with  a  few 
hasty  gobbles,  which  wras  answered  by  a  loud  report  from 
our  hero's  deadly  missile,  and  down  tumbled  one  of  the  [tick- 
ets, while  the  other  gobbled  defiance;  but  he  too  was  soon 
made  to  bite  the  dust.  Our  hero  was  now  in  ecstacy,  and 
brim  full  of  glory — enough  for  one  day.  Gathering  up  his 
game  and  with  an  air  of  triumph,  he  marched  back  to  the 
fort,  feeling  as  happy  as  if  he  had  captured  a  whole  tribe  of 
red  skins.  "There,"  shouted  the  Captain,  as  Mr.  P.  enter- 
ed the  gate  of  the  fort,  "I  told  you  that  you  could  kill  some 
wild  turkeys  this  morning,  and  these  are  the  finest  that  have 
ever  been  killed  in  this  country."  "As  these  are.  the  first 
wild  turkeys  that  I  ever  killed,"  said  P.,  "I  will  take  them 
to  Ft.  Des  Moines  and  let  my  friends  enjoy  them  with  me." 
Captains  White  and  Ingham,  and  Nimrod  number  two,  with 
his  trophies  of  success  nicely  stowed  away  in  the  wagon, 
set  out  for  Des  Moines. 

Arriving  there,  Mr.  P.  exhibited  his  game,  and  received 
the  compliments  of  many  friends,  some  of  whom  he  invited 
to  partake  of  a  wild  turkey  dinner  the  next  day,  at  one  of  the 
principal  hotels  in  the  city.  Among  the  invited  guests  were 
Secretary  Wright  and  other  state  officials,  with  our  jocular 
Capt.  White.  At  dinner  his  Honor,  Wright,  was  called 
upon  to  carve  the  turkeys,  which  he  did  in  rather  a  tedious 
manner,  for  which  he  apologized  by  saying  that  wild  turkeys 
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wore  more  compact  than  tame  ones,  and  consequently  were 
more  difficult  to  carve.  Alter  the  guests  bad  fared  sumpt- 
uous on  turkey  and  other  rich  viands  thai  graced  the  table, 
and  .showered  many  compliments  on  our  worthy  friend  J'., 
who  felt  that  he  had  done  honor  to  himself,  while  Captains 
White  and  Ingham  were  ready  to  burst — not  with  turkey, 
but  with  a  turkish  joke — as  all  were  now  in  good  humor,  as 
men  usually  are  after  partaking  of  a  good  dinner,  the  two 
Captains  divulged  the  joke,  and  gave  vent  to  their  pent-up 
laughter*  in  which  they  were  joined  by  tlie  crowd,  to  the 
great  discomfiture  of  friend  Pritchard,  who  at  fret  regarded 
the  fowl  joke  as  an  insult,  but  when  assured  that  no  insult 
was  intended,  and  that  all  jokes  were  free  among  friends,  he 
gave  way  to  a  side-splitter,  and  enjoyed  the  joke  as  much 
as  any.  Soon  after  he  wrote  me,  saying  "White  has  a 
joke  on  the  turkeys,  and  will  tell  it  on  application/' 

About  the  10th  of  October,  1864,  I  was  employed  by 
Capt.  Bagg,  quartermaster  of  Iowa  6th  cavalry,  then  at 
Sioux  City,  to  take  part  of  a  company  of  Wisconsin  troops 
and  about  one  hundred  head  of  horses  that  were  ordered 
to  St.  Louis,  to  Cedar  Falls,  a  distance  of  about  two  hun- 
dred miles,  then  the  nearest  point  to  a  railroad  from  Sioux 
City,  where  they  were  to  take  the  cars  for  their  destination. 
We  arrived  at  Cedar  Falls  after  some  detention  by  cold 
weather  and  snow  storms.  After  shipping  men  and  stock, 
we  were  ordered  to  return  with  twenty-six  government 
teams,  there  loading  for  Sioux  City,  and  in  charge  of  Wag- 
onmaster  I.  C.  Turber. 

On  our  return  we  arrived  at  Ft.  Dodge  on  Saturday  even- 
ing, Nov.  18th,  where  we  camped  for  the  night.  Sabbath 
morning  Old  Boreas  came  howling  from  the  northwest,  fol- 
lowed by  a  snow  squall,  which  almost  persuaded  us  to  re- 
main in  camp;  but  the  snow  storm  soon  passed  over,  and 
the  sun  shining  brightly,  we  rolled  out  for  Twin  Lakes,  a 
distance  of  about  twenty-eight  miles,  where  we  expected  to 
camp  that  night.  Before  we  reached  Lizard  river,  about 
six  miles,  another  snow  squall  passed  over.    When  we 
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reached  the  river  we  had  about  twenty  miles  to  travel  over 
an  open  prairie,  without  a  house  until  we  reached  tie-  lakes. 
The  sun  was  again  Bhining  brightly,  and  supposing  the  storm 
over  for  the  day,  after  a  brief  consultation  with  the  wagon- 
master,  it  was  decided  that  we  would  make  the  lakes  that 
day,  and  that  I  would  ride  on  in  advance  and  select  a  camp- 
ing ground  and  build  up  a  good  fire.  As  it  was  getting  ex- 
trendy  cold,  I  started  out,  and  when  about  three  miles  in 
advance  of  the  train,  the  clouds  in  the  northwest  began  to 
look  quite  threatening  and  portentous.  I  was  soon  met  by 
a  driving  snow,  that  soon  passed  over;  I  pressed  on,  hoping 
to  reach  the  destined  camp  before  another  should  come.  I 
had  not  proceeded  over  two  miles,  when  the  sky  began  to 
look  more  threatening  and  ominous,  and  Old  Boreas  came 
howling  across  the  broad  prairie  like  a  demon,  driving  be- 
fore him  a  most  terrific  snow  storm,  the  thought  of  which 
causes  an  involuntary  shudder  to  pass  over  me  as  I  write. 
My  heavy  clothing  seemed  to  afford  but  little  protection  to 
my  body,  as  the  keen  winds  pierced  through  as  if  searching 
for  the  dickering  spark  of  life.  I  dismounted  and  endeav- 
ored to  keep  warm  by  walking  as  rapidly  as  I  could  against 
the  strong  wind,  which  much  impeded  locomotion.  My 
horse  followed  close  at  my  heels  as  if  afraid  of  losing  sight 
of  me.  Still  hopeiul  that  the  storm  would  abate  and  that 
I  was  nearing  my  destination,  I  mounted  my  horse  and  urg- 
ed him  onward.  The  blinding  snow  that  drifted  in  my  face 
so  obstructed  my  vision  that  I  could  not  see  beyond  my 
head.  Holding  my  head  downward,  which  I  was  obliged 
to  do  in  order  to  discern  the  road — thus  with  my  head  bow- 
ed like  the  willow  to  the  storm,  I  continued  my  way  for 
some  time  as  it  seemed  to  me,  while  a  dreamy  or  drowsy 
sensation  seemed  to  be  taking  possession  of  my  faculties, 
and  I  could  realize  that  I  was  sinking  into  a  state  of  uncon- 
sciousness, and  was  also  feeling  some  sensations  of  comfort. 
I  was  conscious  that  I  was  freezing.  I  thought  of  home  and 
the  loved  ones  there.  While  in  this  benumbed  and  semi-con- 
scious state,  I  was  startled  as  if  out  of  sleep  by  the  voice  of 
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boihc  one  calling  out,  "My  God,  Colonel,  you  are  freezing! 
Get  down  and  tie  your  horse  to  the  wagon,  and  get  in  with 
me."  lie  took  me  for  Col.  J.  A.  Sawyer,  of  Sioux  City. 
On  Stiring  up  and  turning  my  head  in  the  direction  of  the 
voice,  I  found  myself  by  the  side  of  a  covered  wagon,  and 

a  span  of  mules  driven  by  Clark,  a  member  of  the 

Iowa  6th,  who  had  been  sent  out  by  Quartermaster  Bagg, 
with  a  supply  of  rations,  to  meet.  us. 

When  I  dismounted  from  my  saddle  I  more  fuily  realized 
my  condition,  and  found  that  my  feet  were  severely  frosted. 
I  tied  my  horse  to  the  hind  end  of  the  wagon  and  hobbled 
to  the  front,  when  Clark  assistett  me  in  and  wrapped  two  or 
three  buffalo  robes  around  me,  when  he  turned  his  team 
around  and  started  back  to  the  Lakes,  saying  at  the  same 
time,  "  You  are  freezing,  and  I  can  get  to  the  stage  station 
at  the  Lakes  sooner  than  to  the  settlement  on  the  Lizard." 
When  he  had  driven  two  miles  or  more  he  found  himself 
bewildered  in  the  snow,  and  not  able  to  find  the  road.  I 
told  him  to  turn  his  team  about  and  take  the  back  track 
until  we  met  the  teams,  when  I  would  order  them  all  back 
to  the  timber  on  the  Lizard,  where  they  could  camp  until 
the  storm  abated.  This  he  quickly  did,  the  mules  obeying 
the  smarting  lash  of  their  driver;  we  were  soon  flying  as  if 
upon  the  wings  of  the  wind,  or  as  fast  at  least  as  mule  flesh 
could  carry  us.  We  were  not  long  in  coming  up  to  the 
teams,  which  soon  faced  about  and  started  for  the  timber  on 
double-quick,  as  if  dear  life  depended  upon  it,  Clark  lead- 
iug  in  the  race.  I  urged  him  not  to  drive  so  fast,  as  there 
was  danger  of  injuring  his  team  and  losing  my  horse, 
that  was  tied  to  the  wagon.  UD — n  the  horse,"  said  he, 
what  is  a  horse  or  a  dozen  of  them,  compared  with  a  man's 
life;  you  are  freezing,  and  I  am  going  to  get  you  to  a  fire." 
On  we  dashed,  "  ventis  sccundis"  when  soon  we  hauled  up 
in  front  of  a  house  about  one  mile  from  the  timber.  "Hal- 
loo!" shouted  my  faithful  friend,  which  in  a  moment 
brought  a  buxom  middle-aged  daughter  of  " Erin"  to  the 
door,  who  said,  "And  what  are  ye  after  having  now?"  "A 
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"fire  and  shelter  from  the  storm;  I  have  a  man  here"  added 
Clark,  "who  is  freezing."  "  Brang  him  in  "  said  the  warm- 
hearted matron.  My  faithful  companion  sprang  from  the 
wagon  and  assisted  me  down;  my  facte  and  beard  were  a 
perfect  sheet  of  iee,  so  that  I  looked  like  a  young  iceberg, 
Or  an  Icelander,  at  least.  As  J  entered  the  door  the  good 
lady  threw  up  her  hands,  and  in  true  Hibernian  style;  ex- 
claimed, " My  God!  and  I  haven't  a  drap  of  whaskey  about 
the  house,  and  the  ould  rnon  not  at  home!"  She  doubt- 
less thought  whiskey  the  soldier's  "panacea."  I  assured  her 
that  the  absenee  of  u  sod  corn"  was  immaterial  if  she  could 
substitute  a  cup  of  warm  tea.  "Shure-I've  got  the  tay,  and 
bless  your  soul  shall  have  a  cup  and  a  good  warm  male 
wid  it."  While  the  kind-hearted  lady  was  preparing  some 
nourishment  for  me  I  sat  near  the  lire,  and  as  I  warmed  I 
felt  a  sickening  sensation,  which  the  warm  tea  and  oilier 
viands  corrected,  and  in  a  short  time  I  felt  much  revived 
and  quite  comfortahle.  1  remained  at  the  house  until  even- 
ing, when  the  storm  abated.  I  rode  down  to  camp  and 
found  the  men  comfortably  seated  around  huge  crackling 
fires.  Many  of  the  men  had  frosted  their  feet,  hands,  and 
faces.  Their  wagons  were  covered,  and  when  in  the  storm 
they  rode  in  or  walked  behind  them,  and  were  thus  protect- 
ed against  the  wind,  "We  remained  in  camp  here  the  next 
day,  when  the  day  following  we  started  for  Sioux  City, 
where,  without  further  delay,  we  arrived  in  due  time.  1 
arrived  a  few  hours  in  advance  of  the  train,  much  to  the 
surprise  of  many  of  my  friends,  who  had  hut  a  short  time  pre- 
viouslearned  from  some  of  the  passengers  on  the  eastern  stage 
that  had  passed  up,  that  I  had  perished  in  the  storm.  My 
friend,  Hon.  I.  Pendleton,  who,  on  learning  the  news,  and 
not  knowing  that  I  had  returned,  came  to  my  house  to 
break  the  sad  intelligence  to  Mrs.  L.,  but 1  had  relieved  him 
of  that  unpleasant  duty.  My  feet  were  now  so  much  swol- 
len that  I  was  unable  to  walk  for  several  days  without  the 
aid  of  crutches.  I  sutler  much  to  this  day,  and  doubtless 
will  until  the  day  of  my  death,  from  the  effects  of  that  ad- 
venture in  a  snow  storm. 
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Clark  w  as  a  young  man  of  noble  impulses,  with  a  irener* 
oua  and  kind  heart,  always  open  to  suffering  humanity. 
Like  other  men,  he  had  his  faults,  and  among  them  was  a 
weakness  for  fat  pullets.  On  our  return,  while  camped  ai 
Ida  Grove,  near  Judge  Morehead'e  house,  J  accidentally 
stumbled  on  Clark  while  in  the  act  ol*  picking  one  of  the 
Judge's  pullets.  I  eould  not  reprove  him,  hut  thought  of 
General  Jackson  when  a  favorite  Colonel  was  reported  to 

him  as  being  beastly  drunk.    The  General  said,'" Col.  

has  done  good  fighting  enough  to  get  drunk  just  w  hen  he 
pleases."  Clark  had  rendered  me  incalculable  service,  and 
was  entitled  to  a  good  fat  pullet.  Though  I  have  not  seen 
him  since  a  short  time  after  our  return,  and  have  lost  all 
track  of  him,  my  heart  is  yet  warm  with  gratitude  towards 
him,  and  ever  shall  be  until  a  greatful  heart  shall  cease  to 
throb.  May  the  choicest  blessings  of  heaven  rest  upon  him, 
wherever  he  may  be. 

Nothing  aside  from  the  monotonous  roll  call  and  daily 
drill  occurred  that  winter,  until  the  night  of  the  2Gth  of 
January,  when  about  twelve  o'clock  the  report  of  a  gun 
was  heard  at  the  foot  of  Douglass  street.  As  this  was  not 
an  unusual  occurrence,  it  did  not  attract  much  attention. 
The  facts  were  revealed  the  next  morning  about  eight  o'clock, 
when  the  lifeless  body  of  a  soldier,  J.  H.  Koland,  company 
E,  6th  Iowa,  was  found  neai  the  corner  of  Douglass  and 
Front  streets.  On  examination  it  was  found  that  he  had 
received  a  deadly  gun-shot  wound  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
abdomen,  which  must  have  terminated  his  existence  in  a 
very  few  minutes.  In  tracing  the  blood,  it  was  found  to 
lead  to  the  door  of  a  chicken  eoop  belonging  to  the  "  Wasea- 
gan  "  House,  kept  by  II.  A.  Fuller.  In  the  coop  was  found 
a  double-barrel  shot-gun,  so  arranged  that  attempting  to 
force  an  entrance  into  the  premises,  the  gun  would  be  dis- 
charged. Hence  the  supposed  fatal  wound  of  the  deceased. 
An  inquest  was  held  when  the  following  verdict  was  ren- 
dered by  the  Jury,  viz:  "That  the  deceased  came  to  his 
death  by  a  gun-shot  wound,  received  from  a  gun,  the  trigger 
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of  which  was  pulled  by  himself,  near  the  Waseagan  House 
stable." 

The  deceased  left  an  almost  helpless  wife  and  two  small 
children  to  mourn  his  tragic  end.  Mr.  Fuller  was  at  once 
suspicioned  of  having  placed  the  gun  in  the  building  afore- 
said. Threats  of  violence,  accompanied  by  hostile  demon- 
strations, were  made  against  the  life  and  property  of  Fuller, 
who,  fearing  that  he  might  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  mob, 
went  to  R.  McEhany's  livery  stable,  where  he  procured  a 
horse  and  buggy,  and  started  down  the  river.  Col.  Pattee 
(who  then  commanded  this  military  post,  Gen.  Sully  being 
absent),  being  informed  of  the  fact,  ordered  a  tile  of  soldiers 
to  follow  him  and  bring  him  back  for  trial.  They  overtook 
him  about  seven  miles  from  town,  and  brought  him  back. 
Fuller  waived  an  examination,  and  gave  bonds  in  two  thou- 
sand dollars  for  his  appearance  at  the  April  term  of  court. 
The  prompt  action  on  the  part  of  Col.  Pattee  soon  allayed 
all  apprehensions  of  danger  to  Fuller  or  his  property.  Mr. 
Fuller  had  been  much  annoyed  by  thieves,  having  lost 
about  two  hundred  dollars  in  fat  pigs,  turkeys,  and  chick- 
ens. He  resorted  to  every  device  and  means  to  protect  them 
that  he  could  think  of,  without  taking  life,  all  of  which 
proved  abortive.  He  became  desperate,  and  resorted  to  the 
means  above  stated,  which  proved  effectual.  When  court 
sat  Fuller's  ease  came  up  before  the  grand  Jury,  who,  after 
a  short  consultation  dismissed  it,  as  there  was  no  proof  that 
he  placed  the  gun  in  the  position  it  wTas  when  found.  This 
in  a  measure  put  a  stop  to  this  kind  of  thieving. 

About  this  time  there  were  many  charges  made  against 
Capt.  Bagg,  quartermaster,  and  other  officers  in  high  rank, 
for  swindling  the  government  in  the  letting  of  fat  con- 
tracts in  the  quartermaster's  department.  The  Sioux  City 
Journal,  a  staunch  and  reliable  journal,  now  one  of  the 
leading  papers  of  the  northwest,  then  edited  by  Mahlon 
Gore,  came  out  in  a  long  array  of  charges  against  Quarter- 
master Bagg,  charging  him  with  sharing  largely  with  J. 
W.  Bosler,  a  notorious  sharper  in  fat  contracts.  Friend 
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Gore  cried  aloud  and  spared  not, awl  seemed  determined  to 
sew  up  the  Bagg.  He  closed  In*  list  of  charges  against 
different  officers  by  saying,  "  We  have  now  fairly  started 
out  in  the  task  of  letting  daylight  in  upon  the  infernal 
schemes  of  these  men.  We  propose  to  follow  them  up  un- 
til the  tale  is  unravelled,  or  until  our  wind  is  shut  off.  if 
we  fail  in  having  these  men.brought  to  justice,  we  will  at 
least  use  our  best  endeavors  to  prevent  them  from  securing 
promotion  from  the  hands  of  the  government'  which  they 
never  lost  an  opportunity  to  rob.  None  need  feelagrieved 
if  they  have  been  passed  by.  We  are  on  the  trail,  and  will 
endeavor  to  do  them  justice."  Gore  was  game,  and  meant 
business,  and  was  the  cause  of  ousting  some  of  the  swind- 
lers. Capt.  Bagg,  if  we  remember  rightly,  was  soon  after 
superceded  by  Capt.  I) wight,  a  most  worthy  gentleman 
and  officer.  One  of  the  charges  specified  by  the  Journal, 
was  the  letting  of  a  contract  for  forty-five  thousand  bushels 
of  corn;  J.  W.  Bosler  putting  in  a  bid  at  three  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  bushel,  and  John  H.  Charles,  a  good  and  re- 
liable man,  three  dollars  per  bushel,  and  offering  security 
to  the  amount  of  one  half  million  dollars,  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  the  contract;  but  it  was  awarded  to  Bosler, 
who  furnished  the  corn  through  sub-contractors,  at  two 
dollars  per  bushel,  leaving  the  handsome  and  clear  protit  of 
sixty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  a  portion  of  which 
was  alleged  to  have  gone  into  the  government's  Bagg. 

VI e  remember  of  seeing,  about  this  time,  in  an  eastern 
democratic  journal  a  correspondence  from  Sioux  City,  after 
alluding  to  the  exposures,  appealed  as  follows:  "Let  them 
shout  their  love  of  country,  which  is  like  the  Devil's  for  a 
Christian. 

"  Let  shoddies  delight  to  bark  and  bite, 

For  God  has  made  them  so ; 

But  Democrats,  you  are  too  wise 

To  clout  and  bung  each  other's  eyes." 


460 


ANNALS   OF  IOWA. 


[APRIL, 


THE  ANCESTRY  AND  YOUTH  Of  GOVERNOR  GRIMES. 


From  the  First  Chapter  of  His  Life,  in  Preparation. 
BY  WILLIAM  SALTER,  BURLINGTON. 


IN  response  to  a  request  for  a  short  memoir  of  himself, 
from  a  gentleman  at  Washington  who  was  preparing  a 
volume  upon  the  public  men  of  the  country,  Mr.  Grimes, 
the  year  he  became  a  senator  of  the  United  States,  furnished 
the  following  sketch  of  his  life  :  — 

"  There  are  no  events  in  my  life  worthy  of  record.  I 
have  done  nothing  to  distinguish  me  above  the  great  mass 
of  my  fellow  men. 

"  I  was  born  in  the  town  of  Deering,  Hillsboro  county, 
New  Hampshire,  on  the  20th  of  October,  1816.  My  parents 
were  John  Grimes  and  Betsy  Wilson,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  the  same  town,  and  both  sprung  from  Scotch-Irish 
parentage  —  the  mother  from  the  settlement  at  Londonder- 
ry, N.  II.,  and  the  father  from  a  small  band  of  Scotch-Irish 
Presbyterians,  who  settled  in  Boston  in  the  early  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century.  My  father  was  a  farmer.  1  was 
the  youngest  of  a  family  of  seven  children. 

"  I  was  prepared  for  college  at  Hampton  Academy,  New 
Hampshire,  then  under  the  charge  of  Rev.  Roswell  Harris, 
and  entered  Dartmouth  College  in  August,  1832  :  remained 
in  college  two  and  a  half  years,  and  then  commenced  the 
study  of  the  law  with  James  Walker,  Esq.,  in  Peterboro, 
N.  H.  I  settled  in  Burlington — then  Michigan,  afterwards 
Wisconsin,  and  now  Iowa — in  May,  1836.  and  have  resided 
here  ever  since.  The  territory  of  Iowa  was  created  July 
4th,  1838,  and  at  the  first  election,  in  the  month  of  August 
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following,  I  was  elected  a  member  <>f  the  first  general  as- 
sembly, and  was  chairman  of  the  judiciary  committee  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  all  laws  for  tin-  new  territory  pass- 
ing through  my  hands,  i  have  been  several  times  elected 
to  the  territorial  and  state  legislatures,  though  1  have  always 
been  in  a  political  minority  in  the  county. 

"In  August,  1851,  I  was  elected  governor  of  Iowa  for  the 
term  of  four  years.  In' January,  1858,  I  was  elected  sena- 
tor of  the  United  States  from  the  state  of  Iowa  for  the  term 
of  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March,  1859. 

"I  have  done  nothing  and  said  nothing  to  justify  you  in 
placing  my  name  in  your  book.  I  am  only  entitled  to  a 
place  there,  if  at  all,  by  the  accident  of  my  election  to  the 
senate." 

It  is  the  object  of  this  paper  to  fill  out  the  above  sketch., 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  ancestry  and  youth  of  Mr.  Grimes. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century  a  colony  of 
people  from  Argyleshire,  Scotland,  emigrated  to  the  north 
of  Ireland,  and  settled  in  the  province  of  Ulster,  encouraged 
by  grants  of  land  from  James  I.,  made  for  the  purpose  of 
strengthening  his  throne  and  the  Protestant  interest  in  Ire- 
land.  "  Ulster,"  says  the  historian  Hume,  "from  being  the 
most  wild  and  disorderly  province  of  all  Ireland,  soon  be- 
came the  best  cultivated  and  most  civilized." — History  of 
Great  Britain,  Chap.  46.  In  process  of  time,  the  appellation 
"  Scotch-Irish "  was  fixed  upon  the  descendants  of  these 
people,  though  they  always  insisted  upon  their  pure  Scotch 
blood.  Emigrants  from  this  body  of  people  came  to  Amer- 
ica, and  commenced  the  settlement  of  Londonderry,  New 
Hampshire,  in  1719  ;  and  others  of  them  about  the  same 
time  settled  in  and  near  Boston,  Mass. 

Of  this  sturdy  and  vigorous  stock  were  the  parents  of 
Mr.  Grimes.  His  mother's  father,  Capt.  David  Wilson,  was 
horn  in  Londonderry  in  1743,  and  her  mother,  Sarah  Coch- 
ran, was  born  in  the  same  town  the  same  year.  On  his 
father's  side,  his  grandfather,  Francis  Grimes,  was  horn  in 
1747,  upon  Noddle's  Island,  now  East  Boston,  and  his 
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grandmother,  Elizabeth  Wilson,  in  Londonderry,  in  1736. 
The  first  permaneut  settlement  of  the  (own  of  Deering  was 

made  in  17(55,  and  these  persons  were  anionic  the  early  set- 
tlers. The  town  was  incorporated  in  1774,  and  named, 
with  Francestown,  which  adjoins  it  on  the  south,  for  Frances 
Deering,  wife  of  John  Wentworth,  the  last  royal  governor 
of  the  province  of  New  Hampshire. 

In  response  to  a  resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
of  March  14th,  1776,  the  male  inhabitants  of  Deering  colo- 
ny over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  with  two  exceptions, 
signed  the  following  declaration,  April  12th,  1776  :  — 

"  To  show  our  determination  in  joining  our  American 
brethren  in  defending  the  lives,  liberties,  and  properties  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies,  we,  the  subscribers, 
do  hereby  solemnly  engage  and  promise  that  we  will,  to 
the  utmost,  of  our  power,  lit  the  risk  of  our  lives  and  for- 
tunes, with  arms,  oppose  the  hostile  proceedings  of  the 
British  fleets  and  armies  against  the  United  American  Col- 
onies." 

Among  the  thirty-three  subscribers  to  this  declaration, 
the  original  of  which  is  preserved  at  the  State  House  in 
Concord,  are  the  names  of  Francis  Grimes  and  David 
"Wilson. 

Of  such  an  ancestry,  among  a  people  inheriting  these  tra- 
ditions, breathing  the  air  of  the  hills,  in  a  community  of 
intelligent,  self-reliant,  and  independent  farmers,  James 
Wilson  Grimes  was  born  and  bred.  He  was  named  for  a 
brother  of  his  mother.  His  father  was  born  August  11th, 
1772,  and  his  mother  March  19th,  1773.  He  was  the  young- 
est of  eight  children,  of  whom  one  died  in  infancy ;  the 
others  survived  him,  except  a  sister,  Susan,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Alden  Walker,  and  died  October  31st,  1846. 
She  was  the  mother  of  Capt.  John  G.  Walker,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Being  thirteen  years  older  than  her  brother,  she  assisted 
very  much  in  the  care  of  his  childhood.  Through  life  he 
cherished  a  grateful  recollection  of  her  kindness,  and  of  her 
pious  counsels  and  instructions^  and  always  regarded  her 
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children  with  peculiar  tenderness  and  affection.  H  i  father, 
whom  he  resembled  in  temperament  and  appearance,  wi 
substantia]  farmer,  a  man  of  unpretending  goodness,  affec- 
tionately attached  to  his  family,  hospitable  and  kind  to  all, 
of  thrifty  habits,  and  highly  esteemed  among  his  neighbors 
and  in  the  surrounding  region  of  country  for  sterling  integ- 
rity and  worth.  His  mother  was  a  woman  of  energy  and 
determination  of  character,  and  gave  herself  to  the  duties  of 
home  and  household  care  with  serious  industry  and  devotion. 
The  happy  parents  lived  together  more  than  half  a  century, 
the  mother  dying  in  1850,  and  the  father  suddenly  in  1851. 
His  father's  farm  was  situated  in  the  northern  part  of  Deer- 
ing,  about  two  miles  and  a  half  distant  from  the  village 
of  Ilillsboro  Bridge,  upon  the  broad  expanse  of  a  hill-top, 
affording  an  extensive  outlook  over  the  valley  of  the  Con- 
toocook,  whose  rushing  waters  flow  into  the  Merrimac,  and 
stretching  far  away  to  distant  hills  that  ennoble  the  land- 
scape on  every  side.  In  1806,  the  house  which  his  grand- 
father had  built  in  the  early  settlement  of  Deering  gave 
place  to  a  larece  two-story  double  house,  erected  by  his 
father.  Here  was  his  birthplace.  A  short  distance  down 
the  road  stood  the  district  school  house,  where  the  child 
mingled  with  his  mates  in  study  and  in  play.  The  town  of 
Deering  had  ten  school  districts,  each  with  a  school  house, 
and  also  possessed  a  social  library. 

In  early  childhood  he  was  fond  of  reading,  and  eagerly 
devoured  books.  He  commenced  the  study  of  Latin  and 
Greek  with  Rev.  Eber  Child,  pastor  of  the  chureh  in  Deer- 
ing, and  boarded  in  his  family  for  a  few  months.  Mr.  Child 
was  highly  esteemed  in  the  region  as  a  scholar.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  Dartmouth  College,  in  1821,  and  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Andover  in  1826.  His  widow,  who 
now  resides  at  Natchez,  Mississippi,  has  kindly  furnished 
the  following  reminiscences  of  her  husband's  pupil.  Mrs. 
Nancy  T.  Child  writes  :  — 

u  Mr.  Grimes  was  but  a  lad  when  I  knew  him,  over  forty 
years  ago.    But  I  can  think  of  no  young  man  out  of  my 
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own  family  of  whom  I  have  such  vivid  recollections.  1  re- 
member the  tones  of  his  voice,  and  his  smiling  countenance, 
.lames  always  Laughed  with  his  eyes.  He  had  a  happy  dis- 
position, and  an  uncommon  flow  of  spirits.  I  have  no 
recollection  of  ever  seeing-  him  angry  or  put  out  at  any- 
thing. If  for  nothing  else,  I  should  love  his  memory  —  he 
was  so  kind  to  my  children.  He  would  often  undress  our 
youngest  child,  and  put  him  in  his  cradle  to  hear  him  sing 
his  lullaby.  After  the  child's  death  he  went  to  hi-s  scrap- 
book,  and  cut  out  some  beautiful  lines  written  over  ti  e 
grave  of  a  child  of  his  age.  I  kept  them  a  gre  at  many 
years.  He  did  not  like  his  studies,  still  I  think  he  always 
got  his  lessons.  My  husband  thought  a  great  deal  of  James, 
and  wjis  proud  to  hear  of  his  success  in  life.  When  my 
husband  died  (December,  1847)  T  was  left  in  a  land  of 
strangers,  with  my  family  of  little  ones,  to  get  through  the 
world  as  best  I  could.  But  the  God  of  the  widow  and 
fatherless  has  never  forsaken  me.  My  husband  left  a  small 
farm  of  unimpr.oved  land  in  Rock  Prairie,  Wisconsin,  but 
mortgaged  for  all  it  was  worth  at  the  time  of  his  death.  I 
managed  to  clear  the  incumbrance,  and  went  on  it  to  make 
a  home.  I  needed  money,  and  wrote  Mr.  Grimes,  asking  a 
loan  of  a  hundred  dollars,  to  which  he  readily  responded. 
In  his  letters  to  me  he  never  alluded  to  self  in  any  shape, 
only  the  state  of  his  health  and  his  family;  but  always  re- 
membered his  old  friends  and  relations  with  unabated  in- 
terest and  affection.  In  one  he  said:  '  Could  you  see  my 
gray  hair  and  wrinkled  face,  you  would  not  recall  the  gay, 
rollicking  boy  I  used  to  be.'  In  the  dark  hours  of  the 
nation's  peril,  when  I  read,  in  a  description  of  the  senate 
'There  is  Senator  Grimes  —  he  is  always  found  in  the  right 
place,' I  thought,  James  has  not  altered  any.  The  boy  is 
father  to  the  man.  When  the  disappointment  of'  impeach- 
ment' nashed  over  the  land,  I  told  a  neighbor  I  was  confi- 
dent there  was  one  that  decided  according  to  the  evidence. 
I  knew  Mr.  Grimes  and  his  father  before  him,  and  he  had 
not  swerved  from  what  he  thought  was  right  and  duty/* 
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At  Hampton  Academy  he  completed  bis  preparation  for 
college  nnder  the  instruction  of  Rev.  Roswell  Harris,  a 
graduate  of  Middlebury  College,  1H-21,  mid  a  classmate  of 
Mr.  Child  at  Andover.  In  one  of  his  compositions,  written 
while  a  member  of  the  academy,  be  describes  the  beauty  of 
Hampton  Beach,  and  the  picturesque  and  sublime  scenery 
of  Boar's  Head.  At  this  period  many  portions  of  the  coun- 
try were  visited  witli  seasons  of  special  religious  awaken- 
ing. The  year  1831  was  distinguished  for  revivals.  'Rev. 
Dr.  Dana,  who  had  been  president  of  Dartmouth  College, 
Rev.  L.  F.  Dimmiek,  of  Newburvport,  and  other  clergymen, 
came  to  Hampton  and  preached  to  the  students.  Young 
Grimes  wrote  home  an  account  of  the  work,  and  of  the  feel- 
ings of  his  mind.  His  letters  show  howT  deeply  his  mind 
was  stirred,  and  the  impressions  and  convictions  he  enter- 
tained.   We  make  a  few  extracts :  — 

"  On  Monday  Dr.  Dana  addressed  the  students,  and  it 
was  an  affecting  time.  At  that  time,  mostly,  my  sins  were 
exposed  to  me.  It  seemed  as  if  I  was  the  greatest  sinner 
under  Heaven.  I  immediately  retired  to  my  room,  and  be- 
fore that  night  found  joy,  and  peace,  and  comfort  to  my 
soul.  Yesterday,  in  the  morning,  there  was  a  prayer  meeting. 
Mr.  Harris  proposed  that  all  who  wrere  determined  to  have 
religion  and  to  seek  the  Lord  should  rise.  Ten  in  eur  de- 
partment rose.  It  is  a  very  interesting  time.  It  seems  as 
if  the  Holy  Spirit  was  in  our  midst.  Imagine,  if  it  is  pos- 
sible, the  happiness  I  now  feel.  Supposing  there  w7as  no 
hereafter,  I  would  be  constrained  to  have  religion  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  having  temporal  happiness.  Mr.  Harris  is 
very  much  engaged,  and  I  am  afraid  will  wear  himself  out. 
All  in  the  school  are  anxious,  with  the  exception  of  three 
or  four.  God  is  working  wonders  among  us.  May  God  in 
His  mercy  bless  you  !  " 

Entering  college  in  his  sixteenth  year,  his  tastes  led  him 
into  habits  of  general  and  miscellaneous  reading,  rather 
than  to  pursue  the  prescribed  course  of  study  with  close  ap- 
plication. His  favorite  books  were  in  the  department  of  his- 
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tory  and  light  literature.  A  journal  of  his  reading  and  re- 
flections at  this  period  shows  a  free  range  of  mind  over  a 
wide  circle  of  subjects.  One  of  his  essays  is  a  criticism  on 
the  college  course  of  study  as  prescribing  too  much  Latin, 
Greek,  and  metaphysics,  and  not  enough  deep  and  labori- 
ous reading  of  the  British  classics.  Among  other  topics  are 
the  following  :  — 
Independence  of  Spirit. 

Gibbon's  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  with 
an  abstract  of  the  40th  chapter. 

Hume  and  Robertson  as  Historians. 

The  English  Constitution,  and  the  superior  advantages 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

British  Jealousy  of  America. 

Cooper's  Novels. 

Paulding's  Novels. 

Sketches  of  Public  Characters  —  Webster,  Calhoun,  Ev- 
erett, Livingston,  Chancellor  Kent. 

Dissensions  among  Christians. 

A  Republican  Government  for  France. 

The  Error  of  Students  in  depending  too  much  upon  their 
Talents  and  not  enough  upon  Application. 

The  Mistake  <»f  depending  upon  Riches. 

Selfishness. 

Discrimination  in  Alms-giving. 

Intellectual  Improvement  conducive  to  true  Happiness. 

An  esteemed  classmate,  for  whom  he  predicted,  in  their 
Freshman  year,  the  distinction  he  has  attained  as  a  scholar, 
Rev.  Samuel  C.  ^Bartlett,  D.  D.,  Professor  in  the  Chicago 
Theological  Seminary,  says  :  "  He  was  a  man  of  general  in- 
telligence, and  had  acquired  an  easy,  fluent  style  both  of 
writino;  and  talking,  but  was  entirelv  modest,  and  free  from 
all  arrogance  or  assumption.  He  was  a  very  genial  person, 
with  a  steady  vein  of  humor  and  good  nature.  I  always 
liked  and  respected  him.  I  think  he  had  no  enmities  or 
jealousies.  He  took  little  active  part  in  class  or  college  ex- 
citements and  office  seekings.    He  gave  no  offence,  and  took 


1873.] 


SKETCH  OF  GOVERNOR  G1IMES. 


467 


none.  li  e  was  liked  by  his  classmates,  who  all  knew  he  could 
have  made  more  of  himself  in  college.  When  he  left,  he 
was  beginning  to  wake  up  to  greater  earnestness  of  purpose, 
thought,  and  application."  Another  classmate,  subsequent- 
ly a  member  of  congress  for  twelve  years,  two  of  which 
were  during  the  period  of  Mr.  Grimes's  senatorial  career, 
Hon.  John  "Wentworth,  of  Chicago,  says :  "  I  never 
saw  or  heard  of  Grimes  until  we  met  at  Hanover, 
Freshman  year,  1832.  He  left  at  the  close'  of  the 
first  term  of  the  Junior  year,  1835.  James  F.  Joy 
was  our  tutor  that  year,  and  I  have  often  heard  him  say 
that  Grimes  and  myself  recited  in  Tacitus  to  him.  After 
that  I  did  not  meet  him  until  he  came  to  Washington,  whilst 
I  was  congressman.  Grimes  was  a  whig,  and  I  was  a  dem- 
ocrat, but  was  then  quarrelling  with  our  democratic  presi- 
dent (Pierce)  about  the  Douglass  Kansas-Nebraska  bill. 
General  Pierce  knew  Grimes's  people  well,  and  he  knew 
their  whig  affinities,  and  I  thought  it  would  be  a  good  joke 
to  take  Grimes  to  him,  and  introduce  him  as  the  next  gov- 
ernor of  Iowa,  as  he  was.  Pierce  thought  he  would  have  to 
change  his  politics  first.  Grimes  was  looked  upon  as  a 
keen,  shrewd,  odd,  eccentric  boy,  fond  of  notoriety,  indulg- 
ing in  all  sorts  of  freaks  in  dress  and  personal  appearance. 
He  had  no  intimates.  If  he  indulged  in  any  boyish*  mischief, 
it  was  when  he  was  alone,  and  then  he  took  delight  in  hear- 
ing other  boys  brag  about  tricks  that  he  himself  had  perpe- 
trated. After  I  got  into  congress,  I  called  upon  President 
Lord  to  send  him  his  degree,  the  same  as  if  he  had  gradua- 
ted, and  I  noticed  that  his  name  appeared  in  the  next  tri- 
•  ennial  catalogue  as  a  graduate.  Our  classmate,  Rev.  E.  E. 
Adams,  now  deceased,  preached  at  Washington  in  the  win- 
ter of  1866-7,  and  Grimes,  Daniel  F.  Merrill,  and  mysel- 
went  together  to  hear  him." 

In  his  mature  reflections,  several  years  after  leaving  col- 
lege, he  thought  that  he  had  bt-en  sent  there  too  young,  and 
advised  that  a  boy  should  not  enter  until  he  is  eighteen  or 
nineteen  years  old. 
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Id  February,  184>>r>,  be  entered  the  law  office  of  Mr.  Walk- 
er, .'it  Peterboro,  and  in  Mr.  Walker's  absence  Prom  home 
was  frequently  intrusted  with  important  matters  of  business. 
He  became  a  member  of  his  family,  and  won  a  place  in  the 
affectionate  regards  and  care  of  his  wife,  a  gifted  and  most 
amiable  lady,  whose  superior  intelligence  and  friendly  and 
judicious  counsels  were  so  helpful  to  him  in  his  studies;  that 
he  sometimes  said,  "  he  read  law  with  Mrs.  Walker."  A  few 
extracts  from  some  of  her  letters  will  show  the  high  tone  of 
her  mind,  and  how  beautifully  she  blended  the  wisest  coun- 
sels with  her  happy  influence.  When  he  was  planning  to 
go  west  she  wrote  to  his  parents:  "  I  wish  to  see  you,  and 
converse  with  you  respecting  his  project  of  going  to  the 
west.  Allow  me  to  sav  that  I  am  much  interested  in  his 
welfare,  and.  I  should  be  ungrateful  were  it  otherwise.  His 
whole  conduct  since  he  entered  our  family  has  been  that  of 
a  kind  and  dutiful  son,  and  his  society  has  added  much  to 
my  happiness."  Soon  afterward  she  writes  to  her  young 
friend :  "  Do  you  still  look  to  the  west  as  your  future 
home  ?  If  so,  I  pray  God  it  may  be  a  happy  one.  The  world 
is  open  before  you,  and  'tis  a  world  full  of  blessings  to  the 
wise  and  good.  Let  me  hope  that  you  will  be  both.  I  can 
hardly  account  for  the  interest  I  feel  in  your  welfare.  I  have 
known  those  a  great  deal  better  than  you  that  I  did  not 
like  half  so  well.  Now  you  must  turn  out  well,  that  I  may 
have  some  excuse  for  this  predilection.  What  pride  I  shall 
take  in  my  old  age,  when  I  shall  see  your  name  among  the 
great  ones,  in  saying,  '  I  aye  thought  he  would  be  some- 
thing.' "  The  following  summer,  after  hearing  from  him 
of  his  settlement  in  the  west,  she  wrote  to  him,  in  a  letter 
full  of  affectionate  counsel :  "  Let  me  caution  you  against 
expecting  uninterrupted  good  fortune,  and  do  not  make 
haste  to  be  rich.  Every  day's  experience  confirms  me  in  the 
belief  that  our  happiness  does  not  depend  on  the  abundance 
of  the  things  which  we  possess.  Be  honest  and  honorable 
in  all  your  dealings,  and  leave  the  event  to  Him  who  orders 
all  things  for  our  good.    Excuse  the  motherly  counsels  of 
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one  who  feels  it  her  privilege  to  address  you  in  thai  charac- 
ter.''  And  a  few  years  later  she  wrote:  "Can  you  really 
think  I  have  forgotten  you,  or  that  time  and  distance  have 
made  me  indifferent  to  your  welfare?  Do  not  you  know, 
that  in  spite  of  all  your  faults,  I  loved  you  almost  as  well  as 
if  yon  had  been  my  own  son  ?  T  hardly  know  why,  hut  so 
it  was.  Most  sincerely  do  I  rejoice  in  your  brilliant  success, 
and  most  earnestly  do  I  pray  that  you  may  be  a  good  and 
happy  man.  Do  not  let  your  prosperity  make  you  unmind- 
ful of  the  Bountiful  Giver.  There  is  much  in  your  situation 
unfavorable  to  serious  thought;  but  you  have  a  mind  capa- 
ble of  judging  whether  something  more  than  fame  and 
riches  be  not  necessary  to  your  happiness.  I  cannot  bear 
to  think  of  your  being  devoted  wholly  to  politics  and  money- 
making." 

On  the  2d  of  March,  1836,  he  left  the  paternal  roof  with 
a  heavy  heart,  but  with  buoyant  hopes,  for  u  the  far  west." 
He  came  fir^t  to  Alton,  Illinois,  and  after  visiting  a  few 
other  places  in  that  state,  landed  in  Burlington,  and  though 
not  yet  twenty  years  of  age,  embarked  in  business  as  an  at- 
torney at  law.  A  census  taken  the  following  summer  re- 
turned a  population  of  10,531  souls  in  the  "  Black  Hawk 
Purchase."  Burlington  was  a  frontier  town.  Fifty  miles 
west  was  the  Indian  line. 


A  MYSTEKIOUS  DISAPPEAKANOE  AND  TIMELY  DIS00VEEY 


BT  HAWKINS  TAYLOR,  WASHTNGTOn,  D.  C. 


PROBABLY  no  settlers  in  any  new  country  in  modern 
times  ever  sawT  such  hard  times  as  the  early  settlers 
of  Iowa,  summing  up  from  1835  to  about  1848.  In  Keokuk, 
as  in  all  parts  of  the  territory,  there  was  no  such  thing  as 
getting  money  for  any  kind  of  labor.    I  laid  brick  at  three 


470 


ANNALS  OK  IOWA. 


[apbil, 


dollars  per  thousand,  in  anything  that  could  be  eaten  or 
worn.  In  '43  or  '44  f  built  the  first  Methodist  church  built 
in  Keokuk,  42  by  60  feet,  I  think,  "(brick)  for  six  hundred 
dollars,  and  took  my  pay  in  the  subscription  papers,  part  of 
which  was  never  paid,  and  not  fifty  dollars  in  money.  The 
best  quality  of  fall  wheat  was  hauled  to  Keokuk,  more  than 
one  hundred  miles,  and  sold  for  37J  cents  per  bushel  in 
store  pay.  Other  products  brought  about  the  same  rates; 
but  these  were  good  old  times,  notwithstanding  the  low 
prices  and  no  money,  and  other  hardships. 

I  had  a  carpenter  shop  in  the  middle  of  Main  and  Second 
streets,  with  neither  door  or  lock,  but  had  neither  tools  or 
plank  stolen.  We  then  slept  in  our  houses  without  lock- 
ing our  doors,  with  neither  fear  nor  loss ;  but  there  were  no 
Grecian  bends  nor  high-heeled  boots  then ;  it  was  before  the 
era  of  civilization. 

Among  others  of  the  citizens  of  Keokuk  at  that  happy 
day  was  Melancthon  Knight.  Knight  was  a  native  of  Cat- 
taraugus county,  Y.,  a  hard  working,  sober,  steady,  quiet 
young  man,  a  sort  of  Jack-of-all-trades,  plasterer,  stone  mas- 
on, and  carpenter,  a  sort  of  necessity  of  that  day,  when 
there  was  no  steady  employment  at  any  one  trade,  and 
more  or  less  of  all  required.  About  1846,  business  being 
very  dull,  and  Knight  having  nothing  else  to  do,  built  a 
wharf-boat  by  piecemeal.  When  so  far  finished  that  it 
could  be  used,  he  sold  one-half  of  the  boat  to  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Wallsworth,  who  lived  at  Montrose,  at  the  head  of 
the  rapids,  a  small  place  at  that  time,  and  its  business  de- 
pending entirely  on  the  low  water  of  the  river,  requiring 
steamboats  to  stop  at  that  place  and  lighten  over  the  rapids, 
and  stop  there  to  re-ship  the  up  freight  that  had  to  be  sent 
over  the  rapids  on  lighters.  It  so  happened  that  during  the 
spring  and  summer  after  Knight  &  Wallsworth  took  their 
boat  to  Montrose,  that  the  river  remained  so  high  that  few 
boats  stopped  at  Montrose,  and  but  little  business  was  done 
on  the  wharf-boat,  the  main  profits  being  to  sell  whiskey  to 
the  steamboat  hands.    Knight  left  the  management  of  the 
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boat  entirely  to  his  partner,  Wallsworth,  w  ho  employed  an 
English  Mormon,  u  rough  laborer,  and  as  hard  a  looking 
customer  as  could  have  been  found  in  the  Mormon  Church, 
to  run  the  whiskey  shop. 

In  building  the  boat,  Knight  got.  in  debt  some  forty  dol- 
lars, on  which  a  judgment  was  obtained,  an  execution  issued 
and  levied  upon  his  half  of  the  boat,  which  was  advertised  for 
sale.  By  this  time  the  river  had  fallen  so  that  boats  had  to 
6top  at  Montrose  and  lighten  over  the  rapids,  and  there  was 
every  indication  of  a. prosperous  fall  business  on  the  wharf- 
boat.  Knight  had  been  sick  with  the  chills  and  fever  all  the 
latter  summer  and  early  fall,  but  was  tben  able  to  be  around, 
and  went  up  to  Montrose  to  get  the  money  to  pay  off  the 
execution  tbat  bad  been  levied  on  his  part  of  the  boat,  but 
to  his  surprise  Wallsworth  refused  to  make  any  settlement 
or  let  him  have  any  money.  Knight  went  out  tbat  night  to 
an  old  Cattaraugus  friend  who  lived  in  Muddy  Lane,  about 
six  miles  from  Montrose,  hoping  to  be  able  to  borrow  the 
money,  but  he  failed.  The  next  morning  he  went  back  to 
Montrose,  but  Wallsworth  still  refused  to  settle  with  him, 
evidently  intending  to  have  the  interest  of  Knight  in  the 
boat  sold  by  the  constable,  and  bought  in  for  hiB  own  bene- 
fit. Forty  dollars  at  that  time  was  a  large  sum  to  raise,  and 
Knight  appeared  to  have  no  chance  to  raise  it.  That  night 
Knight  remained  on  the  wharf-boat,  and  early  in  the  even- 
ing he  went  to  bed  (the  upper  bart  of  the  boat  was  used  for 
sleeping  purposes).  There  were  that  night  seven  boats 
lighting  up  or  down  over  the  rapids.  Two  of  them  were 
fast  to  the  wharf-boat,  and  work  was  kept  up  on  some  of 
the  boats  nearly  all  night.  About  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing Knight  got  up  and  told  his  bedfellow  that  he  could  not 
sleep,  and  that  he  would  go  down  and  write  a  letter  to  his 
old  home.  In  the  morning  when  the  Englishman  opened 
the  bar  and  the  thirsty  crowd  rushed  in,  they  found  on  the 
card  table  a  half  finished  letter,  written  by  Knight  to  his 
old  school  chum  in  N.  Y.,  in  a  most  lively  and  cheerful 
tone.    On  the  letter  were  blood  drops;  there  were  blood 
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stains  on  the  table,  on  the  floor,  and  from  the  table  to  tin- 
door  next  the  river  was  the  mark  in  the  dirt  and  dost,  of 
some  heavy  substance'having  been  dragged,  that  looked  ae 
if  a  man  had  been  dragged  to  the  door  and  dropped  out  on 
the  guard  of  the  boat  into  the  river.  On  the  floor  was 
Knight's  palm-leaf  hat,  with  blood  on  it,  and  a  hole  cut  that 
looked  like  it  had  been  done  by  the  corner  of  a  hatchet, 
that  appeared  to  have  been  stuck  into  the  head  just  above 
and  behind  the  ear.  Near  the  hat  on  the  floor  was- a  lock 
of  Knight's  hair,  that  was  bloody,  that  appeared  to  have 
been  cut  by  the  hatchet,  when  stuck  into  the  head.  Behind 
the  counter  a  hatchet  was  found,  the  corner  of  which  exact- 
ly fitted  the  place  cut  in  the  hat.  On  the  hatchet  were 
marks  of  blood,  that  appeared  to  have  been  wiped  oft'  care- 
fully. The  evening  before  there  was  fastened  under  the 
outside  guard  of  the  wharf-boat  a  little  Indian  aitioe.  In 
the  morning  that  canoe  was  gone.  There  was  but  one  con- 
clusion, and  that  was  that  Knight  had  been  murdered,  and 
murdered  by  the  Mormon;  and  that  he  had  been  instigated 
to  the  cruel  act  by  Wallsworth.  Knight  was  a  young  man, 
without  an  enemy,  and  the  treatment  of  Wallsworth  to- 
wards him  had  created  quite  an  excitement  in  his  favor  and 
against  Wallsworth,  who  was  evidently  wanting  to  rob  him 
of  his  interest  in  the  boat,  and  it  was  at  a  time  when  to  be 
a  Mormon  was  to  be  considered  capable  of  any  crime,  and 
then  this  Mormon  in  appearance  was  the  worst  of  his  class. 

Wallsworth  and  the  Mormon  were  at  once  put  under  ar- 
rest, and  the  news  of  the  murder  spread  in  all  directions, 
creating  the  most  intense  feeling.  Montrose  before  night 
was  full  of  people  from  ah  parts  of  the  country.  Most  of 
them  were  in  favor  of  at  once  lynching  the  murderers,  as 
all  believed  the  prisoners  to  be.  A  fewT  citizens,  opposed  to 
lynching  under  any  circumstances,  went  to  save  the  prison- 
ers to  the  action  of  the  law.  None  however  believed  them  in- 
nocent of  the  crime  charged  against  them.  Conspicuous 
among  their  number  was  Daniel  F.  Miller,  then  of  Ft  Mad- 
ison, now  mayor  of  Keokuk,  who  pleaded  most  earnestly 
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with  the  mob,  to  let  the  law  have  its  coarse.  Owingto  the 
high  esteem  in  which  Miller  wasyheld  by  the  people,  they 
listened  to  him,  but  they  were  not  convinced  by  his  earnest 
eloquenee.  However,  the  time  that  his  speech  gave,  saved 
the  lives  of  the  prisoners.  When  the  mob  would  delay  their 
work  no  longer,  with  a  prepared  rope  and  a  boat  ready, 
they  were  in  the  act  of  starting  with  the  prisoners  to  the 
small  island  between  Montrose  and  Nauvoo  to  hang  them, 
when  James  Maekley,  then  of  Keokuk,  now  dead,  came 
dashing  up,  his  horse  in  a  foam  of  sweat,  with  the  news 
that  Knight  had  been  found  in  a  canoe  near  Quincy,  Illinois, 
terribly  cut  about  the  head  but  still  alive,  and  that  he  had 
been  taken  ashore  at  Quincy,  and  was  being  properly  cared 
for.  This  put  a  sudden  stop  to  the  proceedings  of  the  mob, 
and  the  prisoners  were  rapidly  sent  to  Ft.  Madison  to  jail, 
where  they  were  safe  from  mob  violence. 

At  that  time  there  was  living  at  Keokuk  a  family  by  the 
name  of  Jordon.    Of  the  numerous  children  was  a  little 
fellow  about  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age,  whose  name  wTas 
Jim.    Jim's  face  was  the  face  of  a  saint,  if  you  took  it  on 
credit,  and  he  was  a  boy  of  activity  and  enterprise.  His 
main  business  being  to  get  into  other  people's  skiffs  and 
■canoes  and  letting  them  float  down  the  river  to  a  market, 
Jim,  with  a  partner  about  his  own  age,  had  been  down  the 
river  on  one  of  these  commercial  expeditions,  and  came  up 
home  on  the  packet  the  evening  after  Knight's  supposed 
murder.    Among  the  passengers  that  came  up  on  the  boat 
was  a  man  who  had  been  down  to  Quincy  with  a  load  of 
corn.    Maekley  enquired  of  this  corn  merchant  if  he  had 
heard  of  Knight.    The  man  answered  that  he  had  not, 
when  Jim  Jordon  stepped  up  and  said,  "I  saw  Knight." 
"Where?"    "  A  mile  above  Quincy;  he  was  floating  down 
in  a  canoe  with  his  head  cut  to  pieces,  and  he  had  bled 
nearly  to  death.    We  took  him  on  board  the  steamboat, 
and  took  him  to  Quincy,  when  I  went  up  beyond  the  Quincy 
House  and  got  a  surgeon,  who  came  down  to  the  boat  and 
examined  him  and  dressed  his  wound,  and  took  him  on 
10 
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there;  but  he  could  not  speak,  and  the  Doctor  thought  that 
he  would  die."  The  corn  man  said  he  saw  nothing  of  this, 
but  Jim  stood  his  ground,  and  asserted  positively,  looking 
the  man  straight  in  the  face,  that  all  that  he  said  was  true. 
The  man  enquired,  "On  what  part  of  the  tlat-boat  was  the 
man  put?"  Jim  said,  "In  the  little  bunk  at  the  stern, 
while  you  were  at  the  bow;  and  I  went  for  the  Doctor  when 
you  went  down  to  the  distillery."  The  boy  was  so  positive 
and  specific,  with  such  an  honest  looking  face,  that  the  man 
said,  "It  may  be  so,  but  I  saw  nothing  of  it."  Mackley  be- 
lieved the  story,  knowing  that  the  boy  knew  Knight  per- 
fectly well;  and  knowing  that  a  mob  had  gone  to,  and  was 
then  at,  Montrose  to  hang  the  prisoners,  he  mounted  a  fast 
horse  and  went  to  Montrose  under  whip  and  spur,  and  got 
there  just  in  time  to  save  the  lives  of  the  prisoners. 

Knight's  brother  went  on  the  packet  to  Quincy  the  same 
night,  but  when  he  got  there  he  found  the  whole  Jordon 
story  false — not  a  single  word  of  truth  in  it.  Fortunately 
the  prisoners  were  safe  in  jail  and  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
mob  at  that  time. 

Mackley  questioned  the  Jordon  boy,  but  he  stuck  to  his 
original  story.  Mackley  then  found  the  other  boy  who  had 
gone  down  the  river  with  Jim,  and  learned  from  him  that 
the  morning  after  the  supposed  murder,  while  the  boys  were 
getting  their  breakfast  a  few  miles  below  Lagrange,  in  Mis- 
souri, a  tall  pale  man  came  down  the  river  in  a  small  canoe, 
and  appeared  to  be  comimg  on  shore,  until  he  saw  them, 
when  he  at  once  changed  his  course  and  paddled  rapidly 
behind  an  island  in  the  river.  Mackley  then  in  company 
with  Knight's  brother  started  down  the  river,  to  see  if  they 
could  find  the  canoe.  The  universal  theory  was  that 
Knight's  body  had  been  dropped  into  the  canoe,  and  the 
canoe  allowed  to  float  off;  or,  that  the  canoe  had  been  filled 
with  sacks  and  sunk,  with  the  body  securely  fastened  to  it. 
At  Hanibal,  Missouri,  Mackley  and  Knight  found  the  canoe, 
and  learned  that  the  man  who  came  down  in  it  had  enlisted, 
not,  however,  in  the  name  of  Knight,  in  a  regiment  of 
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United  States  troops,  going  to  Mexico,  and  bad  gone  to 
Jefferson  barracks,  St.  Louis.  At  St.  Louis  they  found 
Knight,  well  and  hearty,  just  in  the  act  of  embarking  for 
New  Orleans. 

He  admitted  that  he  had  planned  the  whole  thing;  that 
he  had  written  the  letter  as  he  did,  that  he  had  bled  him  elf 
to  e;et  the  blood  to  sprinkle  on  the  letter,  table,  floor,  hair, 
and  hatchet,  that  he  cut  the  hole  in  the  hat  with  the  hatchet, 
cut  a  lock  of  his  hair  and  put  blood  on  it,  dragged"  a  sack  of 
salt  over  the  "floor,  got  in  the  canoe  and  left,  hoping  and  ex- 
pecting that  it  would  result  in  the  hanging  of  Wallsworth. 
He  said  that  all  that  he  had  on  earth  was  in  the  wharf-boat, 
that  he  saw  that  Wallsworth  was  going  to  take  his  (Knight's) 
money  to  buy  the  boat  in  at  the  sale;  that  the  boat  was  not 
of  much  value,  but  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  raise 
the  money  to  pay  the  execution  and  keep  it  from  going  in- 
to Wallsworth's  hands;  and  that  he  determined  that  if  he 
lost  his  half,  it  should  never  benefit  Wallsworth. 

Here  were  two  men  with  not  a  single  person  who  knew 
of  the  case,  that  believed  them  innocent  of  the  .crime 
charged  against  them;  every  circumstance  was  against  them, 
every  predjudice  against  them,  perfectly  helpless,  and  the 
people  wildly  mad  for  their  destruction,  yet  a  boy  whose 
word  would  not  have  been  taken  in  the  simplest  case,  tells 
a  lie  that  saves  their  lives — a  lie  that  was  not  inspired  by 
either  of  the  prisoners  nor  any  of  their  friends,  but  a  pure 
Gulliver  of  the  boy's  own  invention.  He  had  doubtless 
heard  on  the  boat  of  the  murder,  and  when  he  heard  Mack- 
ley  enquire  for  Knight,  he  told  his  story,  as  he  had  told 
thousands  of  stories  before,  and  that  none  had  ever  believed, 
nor  would  Mackley  have  paid  any  attention  to  this  story 
but  for  the  fact  that  the  owner  of  the  corn  that  the  flat-boat 
was  loaded  with  was  present  and  disputed  the  story,  but  the 
boy  faced  him  down  in  it  until  the  man  himself  admitted 
that  it  might  be  true.  Then  again,  Knight  had  no  better 
friend  than  Mackley,  who  had  no  acquaintance  or  kindness 
for  either  of  the  prisoners,  but  he  hated  mob  murder,  and 
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until  Knight's  body  was  found  and  him  dead,  he  did  not 
want  the  prisoners  hung,  and  at  Ins  own  expense  he  hunted 
up  Knight,  when  the  prisoners  wore  allowed  to  go  free,  thus 
vindicating  entirely  the  work  of  strangers  and  believers  in 
their  guilt.    What  beeame  of  Knight  I  never  knew. 


THE  FLYING  AREOW. 


INDIANS  are  strange  people  in  many  ways,  and  one  of 
the  strangest  things  about  them  is  their  power  of  fol- 
lowing the  slightest  track  left  by  man  or  beast,  however 
lightly  or  carefully  they  may  have  trodden  to  avoid  pursuit. 

There  is  a  story  told  about  a  hunter,  who  having  killed  a 
deer,  cut  off  a  joint  of  venison  and  hung  it  on  the  highest 
nail  in  his  wigwam  or  hut  —  a  kind  of  tent  all  covered  with 
skins. 

Then  he  went  off  to  collect  dry  leaves  and  sticks  with 
which  to  kindle  a  fire,  for  of  course  no  such  things  as  coals 
were  known  to  the  "  Flying  Arrow/'  as  he  was  called,  for 
these  Indians  have  no  real  name. 

Presently  he  came  back  with  his  well-tilled  arms;  but  lo, 
and  behold  !  his  fine  joint  had  vanished.  He  looked  care- 
fully about,  but  no  sign  of  the  thief  was  there  ;  at  least,  we 
should  never  have  found  any,  had  we  looked  ever  so 
closely. 

But  our  Indian  caught  up  his  club,  and  away  he  went 
straight  through  the  forest.  He  had  not  s^one  I0112;  before 
he  met  a  neighbor,  who,  seeing  him  go  along  with  his  eyes 
fixed  on  the  ground,  asked  him  what  trail  he  was  on. 

"I  seek,"  said  "Flying  Arrow/'  "a  little  old  man  carry- 
ing a  short  gun.  He  is  followed  by  a  little  dog  with  a 
stumpy,  bushy  tail.  This  man  is  a  thief;  he  has  entered 
my  wigwam  and  stolen  my  venison.  I  will  crush  both  him 
and  his  dog." 
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"Why,  brother,"  answered  the  other,  UI  met  such  a  man 
not  far  from  here,  and  truly,  he  carried  venison  on  his 
shoulder;  but  how  cou'ldst  thou  describe  him  so  nearly,  see- 
that  thou  wert  away  in  the  forest?" 

"I  am  in  haste,"  said  Flying  arrow,  "but  listen  :  I  found 
a  pile  of  stones  under  the  hook  where  I  hung  my  venison  ; 
had  the  thief  not  been  short,  he  would  not  have  needed 
these  to  stand  on.  I  knew  he  must  be  older,  for  his  foot- 
steps were  close  together ;  and  that  he  must  be  a  white  skin 
simply  because  the  toes  turned  out,  which,  as  thou  knowest, 
an  Indian's  never  do.  Had  his  gun  been  long,  its  muzzle 
would  have  left  no  trace  on  the  bark  of  the  tree,  as  this  one 
had  done,  as  it  leaned  against  it.  So  thou  seest,  brother, 
it  was  easy,  after  all,  having  eyes,  to  describe  the  thief." 

"But  the  cur;  how  conldst  thou  tell  its  size,  even  to  the 
tail  ?"  asked  the  other  Indian,  who  was  young,  as  yet,  and 
had  not  learned  the  value  of  close  observation. 

"  Of  what  use  would  the  eyes  of  flying  Arrow  be,  had  they 
not  shown  him  at  once  that  the  dog's  feet  were  near  to- 
gether as  he  walked  on  the  sand,  and  that  the  short,  bushy 
tail  measured  itself  when  he  sat  wa^o-insr  it,  watching  his 
-  master  nnhooking  my  dinner?  But  farewell,  brother;  I 
must  follow  the  trail,  or  I  shall  be  too  late  to  rescue  my 
venison." 


A  NOTABLE  EVENT. 


OF  the  17th  of  next  June  will  occur  the  two  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  discovery  of  the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi. In  1541  Hernando  De  Soto  discovered  the  Lower 
Mississippi.  But  the  existence  of  what  is  now  known  a? 
the  Upper  Mississippi,  with  the  natural  garden  that  lies  em- 
bosomed in  its  valley,  indefinitely  denominated  the  north- 
west, was  a  secret  known  only  to  God  and  the  Red  Man  for 
a  hundred  and  thirty-two  years  more. 


478 


ANNALS  OF  iowa. 


[APRIL, 


Jacques  Marquette,  a  French-Catholic  Indian  missionary, 
and  Louis  Joliot,  a  French  Canadian  fur  trader,  both  young 
Jesuits,  with  five  picked  French  voyageurs,  having  set  out 
from  the  straits  of  Macinac  in  two  birch  hark  canoes,  Mnv 
17th,  1G73,  reaching  the  Wisconsin  river  through  Green  bay, 
Fox  river,  and  the  portage,  paddled  along  till,  on  the  17th 
of  June,  floating  into  the  mouth  of  the  Wisconsin,  they  ex- 
claimed with  rapture,  as  they  feasted  their  eyes  on  what  mot 
the  vision  of  white  men  for  the  first  time — the  'sublime 
scenery  of  the  "Father  of  Waters" — "  Rio  Grande,  Rio 
Grande!"  giving  the  same  idea  as  the  Indian  name  of  Mis- 
sissippi. 

After  feasting  on  roast  dog  with  the  friendly  Illinois 
tribes,  the  explorers  pursued  their  course  down  stream  be- 
low the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas,  when  the  dangers  and 
difficulties  thickening,  and  the  main  objects  of  the  expedi- 
tion (the  discovery  of  the  course,  direction,  and  probable 
outlet  of  the  great  river)  having  been  accomplished,  they 
returned  to  Green  bay  the  following  September,  having 
made  a  tour  of  2500  miles  in  open  canoes,  encountering 
many  dangerous  adventures  by  flood  and  field.  Marquette's 
journal  of  the  expedition  was  not  telegraphed  or  even  pony- 
expressed  to  the  principal  newspapers,  but  was  leisurely  pub- 
lished in  Paris  eight  years  afterwards,  but  in  time  to  awaken 
universal  attention  throughout  Europe. 

The  death  of  Father  Marquette  took  place  two  years  after 
his  participation  in  the  great  discovery,  at  the  early  age  of 
thirty-two  years.  Having  founded  a  mission  and  erected 
the  cross  in  the  midst  of  the  Illinois  Indians  (the  first  tribe 
he  encountered  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi),  at  a  place 
which  he  christened  Kaskaskia  (now  in  the  state  of  Illinois), 
he  proceeded  on  his  return  to  Macinac.  While  passing  up 
the  eastern  side  of  Lake  Michigan,  he  sank  in  the  bottom 
of  his  canoe  exhausted.  His  faithful  voyageurs  landed  their 
barque  and  tenderly  bore  him  ashore,  where  they  built  a 
bark  wigwam  over  him.  Before  an  improvised  altar  he  ad- 
ministered to  himself  and  his  companions  the  eucharist. 
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The  boatmen,  at  his  request,  withdrew  from  his  presence  for 
a  short  time,  and  on  their  return  found  him  dead  in  a  kneel- 
ing posture  opposite  the. little  altar,  with  the  crucifix  before 
him.  Thus  in  the  wilderness  passed  away  the  soul  of  the 
good  and  brave  Father  Marquette,  and  he  was  buried  on 
the  bank  of  the  beautiful  little  stream  in  Michigan  which 
now  bears  his  name.  Joliet  resumed  his  occupation  as  a 
fur  trader,  and  died  at  a  ripe  old  age  in  the  beginning  of  the 
succeeding  century. 

These  and  their  confreres,  the  discoverers  and  explorers  of 
the  northwest,  in  religious  bent,  pursuit,  and  education, 
were  the  antipodes  of  those  who  settled  the  New  England 
colonies.  The  first,  ardent,  excitable,  loyal  to  France  and 
devoted  to  a  broad  religion,  seeking  in  the  vast  wildernesses 
of  the  northwest  conquests  for  their  country  and  proselytes 
for  the  church,  kept  the  secrets  of  Loyola  and  revealed  those 
of  a  vast  and  hidden  empire.  The  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut Pilgrims,  on  the  contrary,  were  stern  and  calm,  and 
scorning  their  sovereign  and  estranged  from  their  country, 
acknowledging  no  superior  on  earth  and  panting  for  no 
eaithly  conquests  or  treasures,  they  lacked  incentives  to  en- 
gage in  hazardous  enterprises,  and  were  content  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  sterile  soil  of  their  first  settlement. 

After  the  lapse  of  long  years  these  two  nuclei  of  western 
civilization  have  widened  their  circles  of  influence  and  pro- 
gress so  as  to  traverse  each  other's  arcs,  and  from  the  attri- 
tion of  these  two  opposite  civilizations,  French  Catholic  and 
British  Puritan,  what  infinite  modifications  of  both  have 
sprung.  So  that  now  we  have,  not  only  the  Catholic  with 
his  Cross  and  the  Presbyterian  with  his  Psalm  Book,  but 
the  Methodist  with  his  Hymn  Book,  the  Episcopalian  with 
his  Prayer  Book,  and  the  Baptist  with  his  Font,  besides  the 
Mormon  with  his  new  lights  and  revelations,  and  a  dozen 
other  modifications  of  religious  organizations.  Truly  the 
history  of  two  hundred  years  has  enhanced  the  importance 
of  Plymoth  Rock  and  the  discovery  of  the  Mississippi. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


 Thk  approaching  Annual  Meeting  of  the  State  Historical  Society 

of  Iowa  will  be  held  in  Iowa  City,  on  Monday,  June  23,  1873,  on  which 
occasion  the  Rev.  William  Salter,  D.  D.,  of  Burlington  will  deliver  an 
Address  before  the  Society  and  the  public,  commemorative  of  the  two 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  discovery  of  Iowa  by  Marquette  and 
Joliet,  the  two  French  Jesuit  explorers,  who,  on  the  17th  of  June,  107:j, 
with  their  five  companions,  were  the  first  white  men  to  see  the  waters 
of  the  Upper  Mississippi. 

 G.  M.  Woodbury,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Marshall  coux.ty,  and  lor 

the  last  eighteen  years  a  prominent  citizen  of  that  part  of  the  state,  died 
at  his  home  in  Marshalltown,  April  14th.  He  built  the  first  flouring 
mill  in  central  Iowa,  and  many  of  the  finest  structures  of  his  town  re- 
main monuments  of  his  enterprise  and  public  spirit. 

 Col.  Frank  M.Thomas,  of  Marshalltown  died  in  Washington 

City  on  the  4th  of  March  last.  He,  with  his  father's  family,  had  been 
a  resident  of  the  Spirit  Lake  Settlement,  in  the  northwestern  part  of 
Iowa,  at  the  time  of  the  Ink-per-du-tah  massacre,  in  1S57,  having  a 
younger  brother  killed  in  that  horrible  butchery,  and  barely  escaping 
with  his  own  life.  When  the  rebellion  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  an 
Iowa  cavalry  regiment,  and  had  a  leg  shot  off  and  was  taken  prisoner 
near  Atlanta,  in  1864. 

 Jacob  K.  Hershberger,  a  resident  of  Jackson  county  for  thirty 

years,  died  at  Maquoketa,  on  the  20th  of  last  February.  He  had  served 
one  term  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state,  and  had  been  a  promi- 
nent officer  of  the  Grand  Division  of  Iowa  Sons  of  Temperance. 

 Mr.  R.  L.  Rowe  has  just  finished  with  thirteen  well  written  chap- 
ters, which  have  been  published  seriately  in  the  Tipton  Post,  "Outlines 
of  the  History  of  Cedar  County." 

 Mrs.  Elizabeth  Coe,  a  Lee  county  pioneer  of  1838,  died  at  her 

home  in  Keokuk  last  February,  aged  sixty  years. 

 The  Monticello  Express  has  published  some  interesting  "Histor- 
ical Notes"  of  Jones  County,  and  the  Fort  Madison  Plaindealer,  under 
the  title  of  "Old  Fort  Madison,"  has  unearthed  some  of  the  pioneer  his- 
tory of  Lee  County. 

 The  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin  proposes  to  celebrate  the  Two 

Hundredth  Anniversary  of  Marquette  and  Joliet's  discovery  of  the 
Upper  Mississppi,  on  the  17th  of  June  next,  at  Prairie  du  Chien. 
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THE  RIVER  OP  THE  MOUNDS. 

BY  CnARLES  NEGUS. 

THE  river  Des  Moines  has  connected  with  its  history 
many  things  of  interest.  It  is  purposed  at  this  time 
to  notice  some  of  the  historical  events  connected  with  this 
river  since  the  land  through  which  it  passes  was  purchased 
by  the  government  from  the  Indians. 

On  the  first  settlement  of  Iowa  the  building  of  railroads 
had  just  commenced,  and  but  very  few  in  the  west  knew 
anything  about  this  mode  of  conveyance  for  travel  and  com- 
merce. At  that  time  steamboats,  for  these  purposes,  were 
the  great  absorbing  idea.  This  river,  in.  high  stages  of 
water  was  thought  to  be  susceptible  of  steamboat  navigation 
far  into  the  interior  of  the  state,  aud  those  who  first  settled 
in  the  vicinity  of  this  river  eagerly  looked  forward  to  the 
day  when  steamboats  would  move  up  and  down  these  waters 
in  large  numbers  and  for  long  distances  from  its  banks 
travel  and  commerce  would  seek  a  conveyance  through  this 
channel.  And  these  expectations  were  apparently  well 
founded.  In  1836,  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  having  disposed  of 
their  reservation  on  the  Iowa  river,  where  they  had  their 
villages,  moved  west,  and  settled  in  the  valley  of  the  river 
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Des  Moines,  in  what  is  now  Wapello  county,  and,  as  a 
natural  consequence,  trading  posts  were  established  in  this 
vicinity,  which  had  to  be  supplied  with  goods,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1837  the  few  settlers  along  the  banks  of  this  river 
were,  for  the  first  time,  gladdened  with  the  sound  of  the 
shrill  whistle  of  a  steamboat,  making  its  way  up  the  river 
witli  supplies  for  these  trading  posts. 

This  boat  was  the  S.  B.  Science,  commanded  by  Captain 
Clark,  which,  by  forcing  her  way  against  the  swift  current, 
passing  safely  over  the  concealed  sand  bars  and  hidden 
rocks,  demonstrated  that  the  waters  of  this  river,  at  high 
stages,  were  navigable,  much  to  the  joy  and  satisfaction  of 
those  who  lived  in  the  vicinity,  and  afforded  a  theme  of 
pleasant  conversation  for  days  and  months. 

By  the  treaty  of  1842,  by  which  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  sold 
all  their  lands  in  Iowa,  they  were  permitted  to  retain  pos- 
session of  that  portion  which  lay  west  of  Red  Rock  for 
three  years,  and  the  Indians  moved  up  the  river  and  located 
themselves  near  the  Raccoon  Fork,  and  the  government 
thought  proper  to  locate  a  body  of  troops  at  that  point; 
and  for  the  conveyance  of  soldiers  and  their  equipage  to  that 
place,  the  little  steamer  lone  was  employed  and  laden  with 
stores,  and  a  detachment  of  troops  landed  on  the  site  where 
is  now  the  city  Des  Moines,  on  the  9th  of  May,  1843. 
This  was  the  first  steamboat  that  ever  ventured  to  disturb 
the  waters  of  this  river  so  far  from  its  mouth.  •  The  lone 
having  made  a  successful  trip,  added  greatly  to  the  expecta- 
tion of  the  estimated  importance  and  value  of  th*s  thor- 
oughfare— which  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  congress  — 
and  on  the  8th  of  August,  1846,  congress  enacted  a  law  giv- 
ing to  Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river  Des  Moines,  from  its  mouth  to  the  Rac- 
coon Fork,  an  equal  moiety  in  alternate  sections  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  remaining  unsold  in  a  strip  five  miles  wide  on  each 
side  of  the  river,  to  be  selected  within  the  territory  of  Iowa, 
by  an  agent,  or  agents,  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor  of 
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the  territory,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  secretary  of  the 
United  States  treasury. 

When  this  grant  was  first  -  made  it  was  not  supposed  hy 
any  one  that  it  extended  above  Raccoon  Fork,  and  Governor 
Clarke,  in  communicating  the  intelligence  to  the  legislature, 
.estimated  the  grant  to  amount  to  ahout  three  hundred 
thousand  acres.  This  part  of  the  governor's  message  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  for  them  to  take  into  consid- 
eration whether  it  was  advisable  for  the  state  to  accept  the 
grant,  and  if  so,  to  devise  the  method  of  disposing  of  the 
lands,  and  the  mode  of  improving  the  river. 

The  committee,  after  having  the  matter  under  considera- 
tion several  weeks,  through  their  chairman,  Dr.  James  Davis, 
of  Wapello  county,  made  a  very  lengthy  report,  in  which  they 
took  the  ground  that  the  grant  was  not  limited  to  lands  below 
the  Raccoon  Fork,  but  extended  to  every  alternate  section 
for  five  miles  on  each  side  of  the  river  to  the  northern  boun- 
dary of  the  state,  if  not  to  the  source  of  the  river;  and 
they  estimated  the  grant  to  contain  four  hundred  thousand 
acres  below  the  Raccoon  Fork,  and  five  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  above,  making  nine  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
acres  of  land.  The  report  of  the  committee,  at  first,  was 
looked  upon  as  visionary,  and  but  very  little  calculation 
was  made  on  getting  any  land  above  the  fork  of  -the  river. 
But  a  matter  of  this  much  importance  was  not  passed  over 
without  examination  and  full  discussion. 

From  this  time  on,  for  several  years,  the  improvement  of 
the  river  Des  Moines  entered  largely  into  the  polities  of  the 
state.  Politicians  became  interested  in  it ;  the  construction 
put  upon  the  grant  by  the  committee  was  the  popular  side 
and  found  many  advocates,  and  scarcely  any  one  opposed  it. 
The  committee  reported  in  favor  of  receiving  the  grant,  with 
provisos  and  a  bill  for  creating  a  board  of  public  works. 
On  this  report  the  legislature  passed  an  act  accepting  the 
grant,  with  the  proviso  that  it  was  not  to  form  a  part  of  the 
five  hundred  thousand  acres  which  the  state  was  entitled  to 
by  an  act  of  congress  of  1841,  giving  to  each  new  state  that 
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amount  of  land  for  interna]  improvements.  This  was  con- 
ceded by  the  the  general  government,  and  it  also  permit- 
ted the  state  to  divert  the  five  hundred  thousand  acre  from 
works  of  internal  improvement  to  the  purpose  of  education. 
The  legislature,  on  the  5th  of  February,  1847,  also  passed 
an  act  creating-  a  board  of  public  works,  and  providing  for 
the  improvement  of  the  river.  The  board  consisted  of  a 
president,  secretary,  and  treasurer,  who  were  to  be  elected 
by  the  qualified  electors  of  the  state,  on  the  first  Monday  of 
the  following  August  The  president  was  to  be  the  active 
agent  of  the  work,  and  was  required  to  make  monthly  re- 
ports of  his  doings,  and  of  the  progress  of  the  work,  to  the 
board.  The  secretary  was  to  record  the  proceedings  of  the 
board  and  sell  the  lands.  The  treasurer  was  to  receive  and 
disburse  the  moneys.  The  officers  were  required  to  com- 
mence the  work  on  the  Mississippi,  near  Keokuk,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Dead  Slough,  or  of  the  Kassaw  Slough,  and 
then  up  the  slough  to  the  river.  And  subsequently  the 
work  was  commenced  by  undertaking  to  dig  a  canal  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Nassaw  Slough  to  St.  Francisville,  the  first 
place  on  the  river  where  it  was  thought  practicable  to  build 
a  dam. 

About  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  was  ex- 
pended in  the  effort,  but  the  attempt  proved  to  be  an  im- 
practicable undertaking,  and,  after  expending  this  large 
amount  of  money,  the  work  of  digging  a  canal  was  aban- 
doned. At  the  August  election  Hugh  W.  Sample,  of -Jef- 
ferson county,  was  elected  president ;  Charles  Corekery,  of 
Dubuque  county,  secretary;  and  Paul  Braton,  of  Van 
Buren  county,  treasurer.  The  officers  elected  were  quali- 
fied, and  at  first  opened  their  offices  at  Fairfield.  Samuel 
Curtis,  from  Ohio,  was  selected  by  the  board  as  chief  en- 
gineer ;  but  there  was  verv  little  done  this  season  towards 
improving  the  river,  further  than  making  surveys.  The 
necessary  surveys  having  been  completed,  early  in  the 
spring  of  1848  the  work  was  commenced ;  the  canal  and 
three  dams  were  put  under  contract,  and  about  five  hundred 
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hands  were  put  on  the  work.  On  tin:  21st  of  August,  the 
building"  of  ten  more  dams  was  contracted  for,  and  there 
seemed  to  be  a  fair  prospect  for  the  speedy  completion  of 
the  entire  improvement. 

There  was  at  this  time  but  very  little  known  of  the 
resources  of  the  upper  valley  of  the  river  Des  Moines. 
This  year,  by  authority  of  the  United  States,  provisions 
were  made  for  a  geological  survey  in  Iowa,  and  a  party  was 
sent  up  this  river  and  explored  it  to  its  source.  The  report 
made  by  this  exploring  party  was  very  flattering.  They 
reported  that  "coal  was  found  for  two  hundred  miles  on  the 
Des  Moines,  and,  from  indications,  heavy  deposits  of  iron 
ore  are  believed  to  exist."  That  "  gypsum  in  abundance, 
forming  cliffs  for  miles,  were  encountered  ;  "  and  "  lime 
stone  that  makes  a  superior  hydraulic  lime  exists  in  abun- 
dance;" "lime  stone  suitable  for  lime,  clay  suitable  for 
brick,  rock"  suitable  for  polishing,  for  grindstones,  whet- 
stones, and  for  building  purposes,  some  of  superior  quality, 
are  found  in  abundance  along  the  Des  Moines."  And  Col. 
Curtis,  in  speculating  upon  the  future,  in  his  report  to  the 
legislature,  led  the  people  to  anticipate  great  results  from 
this  improvement.  He  said,  "  No  country  can  afford  like 
accommodations  to  manufactures  ;  "  "  no  country  can  pro- 
duce more  agricultural  wealth  than  that  within  sixty  miles 
on  either  side  of  this  river."  "  That,  taking  all  things  into 
consideration,  the  matter  is  mathematically  certain  (except 
in  times  of  high  water  in  the  Missouri)  the  trade  of  Council 
Bluffs  will  incline  to  follow  down  the  improvement."  "  But 
it  is  not  this  point  alone  that  is  reached;  we  enter  the 
great  valley  of  Nebraska,  and  the  upper  branches  of  the 
Missouri,  and  offer  the  commerce  of  these  valleys  the 
cheapest  and  most  expeditious  route  for  their  products." 
"A  country  of  a  thousand  miles  extent,  capable  of  furnish- 
ing vast  and  unknown  agricultural  and  mineral  products, 
may,  by  wise  and  discreet  energy  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
work,  become  tributary  to  the  improvement  now  in  pro- 
gress on  the  Des  Moines." 
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These  glowing  reports  of  the  country  unci  of  the  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  the  improvement  of  the  river,  ex- 
cited the  public  mind  to  the  highest  expectations,  and  the 
people  became  very  anxious  to  secure  as  much  of  the  public 
lands  as  possible,  that  this  great  undertaking  might  he 
speedily  completed ;  and  to  ascertain  the  construction  put 
upon  the  grant  by  the  general  government,  application  was 
made  to  the  land  department  for  a  decision.  Richard  M. 
Young,  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office,-  on  the 
23d  day  of  February,  1848,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
board  of  public  works,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  state 
was  "  entitled  to  the  alternate  sections  within  live  miles  of 
the  Des  Moines  river,  through  the  whole  extent  of  Iowa." 
This  decision  gave  assurances  that  the  amount  of  land 
.  claimed  would  be  received.  The  board  of  improvement 
made  great  preparation  for  rapidly  pushing  on  the  work, 
and  the  public  mind  was  exhilarated  with  the  greatest  hope 
of  speedily  realizing  the  great  advantages  represented  to  be 
derived  from  this  undertaking. 

But  as  it  is  the  lot  of  man  to  meet  with  disappointments, 
such  seems  to  have  been  the  result  in  this  case  ;  for  it  was 
found  that  lands  could  not  be  sold  fast  enough  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  so  extensive  a  work  as  had  been  undertaken. 
To  remedy  this  difficulty,  the  board  of  public  works  recom- 
mended to  the  legislature  "  that  bonds,  bearing  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  supreme  power  of  the  state,  should  be  is- 
sued by  the  board,  and  pledging  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  lands,  as  well  as  the  tolls  of  the  improvement,  for 
their  redemption."  But  this  policy  did  not  meet  with  the 
sanction  of  some  of  the  leading  democrats  of  the  state,  who 
regarded  such  a  measure  as  not  being  in  accordance  with 
democratic  principles,  among  whom  was  Yer  Plank  Van 
Antwerp.  Van  Antwerp,  having  held  the  office  of  receiver 
in  the  first  land  office  established  in  southern  Iowa,  and 
then  holding  the  same  office  at  Fairfield,  and  also,  for  awhile, 
editor  of  a  paper,  was  extensively  known,  and  at  that  time 
exerted  much  influence  among  the  people,  and  he  took  a 
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very  active  part  against  the  proposition  recommended  by 
the  board.  He  claimed  that  tin;  measure  was  not  only 
anti-democratic,  but  impolitic,  and  went  to  Iowa  City  an  a 
lobby-member,  and  made  himself  very  busy  with  the  mem- 
bers to  defeat  it;  and  the  opposition  with  which  it  met  from 
Van  Antwerp  and  other  private  individuals  had  its  effect 
with  the  members  of  the  legislature,  and  the  measure  was 
defeated,  much  to  the  discomfiture  of  Sample. 

This  interference  of  Van  Antwerp  with  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  board,  created  a  coolness  between  Sample  and 
Van  Antwerp,  which  caused  some  singular  results  in  the 
future  political  matters  of  the  state. 

During  the  summer  of  1848  a  portion  of  the  lands  above 
the  Raccoon  Fork  was  brought  into  the  market,  and  offered 
for  sale  at  the  land  office  at  Iowa  City,  and  some  of  the 
lands,  which,  it  was  supposed,  were  embraced  within  the 
river  grant,  were  sold  by  the  general  government.  The 
failure  of  the  board  to  get  the  legislature  to  authorize 
them  to  issue  bonds,  and  the  selling  of  these  lands  by  the 
general  government,  greatly  frustrated  the  plans  of  the 
board  and  put  a  damper  on  the  public  expectation. 

For  the  purpose  of  securing  the  full  amount  of  land 
claimed,  the  legislature  passed  a  memorial,  asking  congress 
to  enact  an  explanatory  law,  confirming  to  the  -state  the 
quantity  of  land  claimed.  But  congress  did  not  feel  dis- 
posed to  do  this,  and  the  extent  of  the  grant  was  a  dis- 
puted question  for  several  years. 

At  the  August  election  in  1849,  the  officers  of  the  board 
of  public  works  were  to  be  again  elected,  and  the  old  offi- 
cers were  desirous  of  holding  on  ro  their  offices,  and  Sample 
made  great  efforts  to  have  the  old  officers  renominated  by 
the  state  convention  for  candidates  before  the  people. 
Those  who  were  in  favor  of  issuing  bonds  for  the  speedy 
completion  of  the  work  were  in  favor  of  re-electing  the  old 
board,  those  who  were  against  this  measure  were  opposed  to 
them.  Among  those  who  took  an  active  part  agains  the 
old  board,  was  Van  Antwerp,  and  his  opposition  was  parti- 
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cularly  made  against  Sample,  which  got  up  much  ill-feeling 
between  them.  Vim  Antwerp,  to  accomplish  his  end.-;,  be- 
fore the  convening  of  the  convention,  prepared  a  stricture 
on  Sample's  political  acts,  which  showed  him  up  in  no  very 
enviable  light.  Van  Antwerp  went  to  Iowa  City,  where 
the  convention  was  to  be  held,  a  short  time  before  it  con- 
vened, and  had  his  strictures  printed  in  handbill  form,  and 
on  the  morning  of  the  convention  circulated  copies  all  over 
the  city,  so  that  a  copy  of  it  found  its  way  into  the  'hands 
of  every  delegate.  This  had  the  effect  to  beat  Sample  and 
the  other  officers  of  the  old  board,  and  William  Patterson, 
of  Lee  county,  was  nominated  for  president;  Jesse  Wil- 
liams, of  Johnson,  for  secretary;  and  George  Gillaspyj  of 
Wapello,  for  treasurer. 

These  individals  were  all  elected,  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  their  trust,  and  with  energy  undertook  to  complete  all 
the  work  which  had  been  put  under  contract ;  but  they 
soon  found  they  could  not  sell  lands  fast  enough  to  meet 
their  expenditures,  and  had  to  suspend  a  portion  of  the  work. 
But  they  did  not  do  this  till  they  had  contracted  a  large 
amount  of  debts,  which  they  had  not  the  means  to  pay. 
The  new  board,  on  making  settlements  with  the  contractors, 
not  having  the  money  to  pay  them,  issued  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness,  pledging  the  lands  for  their  payment, 
and  binding  the  board  to  redeem  them  so  soon  as  they  had 
the  means  to  do  it.  So  the  new  board,  without  the  sanction 
of  law,  did  what  the  old  board  had  tried  to  get  the  legisla- 
ture to  authorize  them  to  do  by  law,  and  for  which  policy 
they  were  turned  out  of  office  and  others  put  in  their  place. 
Those  contractors  who  were  stopped  from  going  on  with 
their  work  claimed  damages,  legal  proceedings  were  had, 
and  some  of  them  recovered  large  amounts. 

The  course  pursued  by  the  new  board  met  with  much 
censure  from  the  public  and  the  newspapers,  particularly 
the  whig  press  were  very  severe  in  their  strictures.  The 
course  which  had  been  pursued  by  the  beard  of  public 
works  made  the  improvement  of  the  river  Des  Moines  a 
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prominent  matter  before  the  legislature  which  convened  in 
December,  1850.  The  issuing  of  bonds  did  not  meet  with 
the  approval  of  that  body,  and  a  law  was  passed  abolishing 
the  oflicos  of  president,  secretary,  and  treasurer,  and  the 
offices  of  "  commissioner  and  register  of  the  Dcs  Moines 
river  improvement "  were  created,  which,  instead  of  being 
elected  by  the  people,  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

As  soon  as  the  law  abolishing  the  board  of  public  works 
went  into  effect,  the  governor  appointed  Ver  Plank  Van 
Antwerp  commissioner  and  George  Gillaspy  register  of  the 
improvement,  who,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1851,  entered  into  a 
contract  with  Bangs  Brothers  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  in  which 
they  stipulated  to  complete  the  whole  work,  from  the  mouth 
of  the  river  to  the  Raccoon  Fork  in  four  years  from  the 
time,  when  for  the  improvement  of  the  river,  a  confirmation 
should  be  secured  of  the  extension  of  the  grant  of  land 
above  that  point. 

When  the  contract  was  closed,  Bangs  Brothers  &  Co.  and 
the  officers  of  the  improvement  went  to  work,  and  succeeded 
in  getting  the  land  department  of  the  general  government 
to  reconsider  the  decision  in  which  it  had  been  held  that  the 
grant  of  land  only  extended  to  the  Raccoon  Fork,  and  ob- 
tained a  decision  that  it  extended,  to  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  state,  which  gave  hopes  that  the  river  would  soon 
be  made  navigable.  On  the  first  reception  of  this  newTs 
there  was  much  rejoicing,  but  when  the  details  of  the  con- 
tract with  Bangs  Brothers  &  Co.  were  made  public,  it  was 
found  that  the  contract  provided  that  the  lands  below  the 
Raccoon  Fork  were  not  to  be  sold  for  less  than  two  dollars, 
per  acre  and  those  above  for  not  less  than  five. 

This  gave  great  dissatisfaction,  for  a  great  portion  of 
these  lands  were  occupied  by  claimants,  who  expected  to 
buy  their  claims  at  one  dollar  and  twenty  five  cents  per 
acre,  as  others  had  done,  who  had  settled  upon  government 
lands.  This  provision  stirred  up  much  ill-feeling  among 
the  settlers ;  public  meetings  were  held,  and  this  part  of  the 
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contract  was  condemned  in  the  strongest  terms;  and  such 
were  the  feelings,  that  there  were  apprehensions  of  serious 
difficulties,  if  this  part  of  the  contract  should  be  enforc 
But  when  these  excitements  were  at  their  highest,  ni  ■ 
came  that  Bangs  Brothers  &  Co.  had  f  iled,  and  proh 
the  contract  would  be  annulled,  and  this  allayed  the  public 
feeling.    Bangs  Brothers  &  Co.  did  not  comply  with  their 
contract,  in  furnishing  means,  and  the  work  on  the  river 
did  not  go  on,  and  the  public  expectation  of  a  speedy  com- 
pletion of  the  proposed  improvement  vanished. 

The  officers  of  the  improvement  were  appointed  for  only 
two  years,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  office,  Van 
Antwerp  was  reappointed  commissioner,  and  Paul  C.  Jeff- 
ries was  appointed  register ;  but  these  last  appointed  officers 
held  their  trust  but  a  short  time,  for  during  the  past  two 
years  the  work  on  the  river  had  progressed  very  slow;  the 
contract  with  Bangs  Brothers  &  Co.  had  been  declared  for- 
feited, and  it  was  understood  that  other  sources  were  to  be 
looked  to  for  going  on  with  the  work. 

The  officers  appointed  by  the  governor  not  being  successful 
in  their  undertaking,  the  legislature,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1853,  repealed  the  law  authorizing  the  governor  to  appoint, 
and  made  these  officers  again  to  be  elected  by  the  people, 
and,  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  following  April,  Josiah 
Bonney,  of  Van  Buren  county,  was  elected  commissioner, 
and  George  Gillaspy,  register.  And,  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  the  commissioner  in  conducting  and  concluding  any 
contract  on  the  subject  of  improving  the  river,  the  legisla- 
ture appointed  George  G.  Wright,  of  Van  Buren  county, 
and  Uriah  Briggs,  of  Wapello,  his  assistants,  "  with  equal 
power  of  the  commissioner  in  making  and  determining  such 
contract.5' 

From  past  experience,  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  par- 
cel out  the  work  to  many  individuals,  and  consequently 
these  officers  were  required  by  the  legislature  not  to  make 
any  contract,  unless  such  contract  stipulated  for  at  least 
"thirteen  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  be  faithfully  ex- 
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pended  in  the  payment' of  the  debts  nnd  liabilities  of  the 
improvement,  and  its  completion  to  the  greatest  extent  pos- 
sible." 

And  to  this  end,  if  it  was  necessary,  they  were  authorized 
"to  sell  and  dispose  of  all  and  any  lands,"  which  had  been, 
or  thereafter  might  be,  granted  by  congress  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  river,  and  if  it  was  necessary  to  effect  a  con- 
tract, they  were  authorized  to  convey  the  right  to  tolls  and 
water-rents  arising  from  the  improvement  "for  the  length 
of  time  and  upon  such  terms"  as  they  might  deem  expe- 
dient. But  in  disposing  of  the  lands  they  were  not  to 
contract  them  for  less  than  one  dollar  and  twenty -five  cents 
per  acre;  and  if  no  contract  of  this  character  should  be 
made  before  the  1st  of  September,  1853,  then  the  pay  of  all 
the  officers  connected  with  the  work,  except  the  register 
and  one  engineer,  was  to  cease,  and  all  operations  connected 
with  the  work,  except  such  parts  as  were  under  contract, 
were  to  he  suspended  until  further  action  by  the  legislature. 
The  register  was  required  to  put  all  unfinished  work  then 
under  contract  in  such  a  condition  as  to  prevent  it  from 
injury,  and  to  see  that  all  property  of  the  state  connected 
.with  the  work  was  carefully  preserved.  If  the  "  register  at 
any  time  subsequent,  should  receive  propositions  which  he 
deemed  sufficient  for  consideration,  he  was  to  submit  the 
same  to  the  commissioner,  and  should  a  contract  be  made 
on  the  terms  required  by  the  legislature,  then  the  pay  of  the 
officers  should  commence,  and  the  work  go  on  as  though 
it  had  not  been  suspended. 

The  new  commissioner,  being  conscientious  about  the  ex- 
pending of  money,  immediately  after  taking  charge  of  the 
work,  dismissed  all  the  engineers  except  Guy  Wells,  the 
chief  engineer,  u  and  employed  no  officer  or  other  person, 
except  when  the  necessity  of  the  work  imperatively  de- 
manded it."  There  were  in  several  places  in  the  river 
snags  and  boulders,  which  much  obstructed  the  navigation 
and  had  become  a  source  of  much  inconvenience  and  com- 
plaint, but  during  the  official  term  of  Bonney  the  river  was 
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"cleaned  of  snags,  boulders,  and  other  obstructions,  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  make  the  navigation  of  the  river,  at  proper 
stages  of  water,  safe." 

The  commissioner  and  bis  associates,  after  assuming  the 
duties  of  their  trust,  "entered  into  correspondence  with 
such  persons  and  companies  as  were  thought  likely  to  em- 
bark in  such  an  enterprise."  And  by  this  means  they  suc- 
ceeded in  eliciting  the  attention  of  capitalists  to  such  an 
extent  that  a  number  of  persons  came  to  the  state  for  the 
purpose  of  investigation.  These  persons  by  an  examination 
of  the  valley  of  the  Des  Moines  personally,  and  making 
themselves  acquainted  with  the  resources  of  the  country,  on 
their  return  east,  imparted  to  others  the  undeveloped  wealth 
and  advantages  of  the  valley,  which  was  the  means  of 
bringing  many  good  and  enterprising  citizens  to  the  state. 
Among  others,  who  visited  Iowa  for  purposes  of  investiga- 
tion, was  Henry  O'Rielly,  a  man  who  had  acquired  some 
considerable  notoriety  as  a  contractor,  in  putting  up  tele- 
graph wires,  and  he  proposed  to  undertake  the  work.  Such 
was  the  known  reputation  of  O'Rielly  as  a  contractor  that 
the  commissioner  and  his  associates  commenced  the  nego- 
-  tiating  of  a  contract.  And  "on  the  17th  of  December, 
1853,  Henry  O'Rielly,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  entered  into  a 
contract  with  the  commissioners,  in  which,  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  unsold  lands  belonging  to  the  improvement, 
and  tolls  and  water-rents,  and  other  profits  arising  from  the 
work,  for  the  term  of  forty  years,  agreed  to  complete  the 
entire  work  within  a  period  of  four  years  from  the  1st  day 
of  July,  1854,  according  to  the  original  surveys  and  specifi- 
cations made  by  the  engineers." 

"Immediately  upon  entering  into  thin  contract,  O'Rielly 
returned  east  and  organized  a  company  under  the  laws  of 
Iowa,  called  the  Des  Moines  Navigation  and  Railroad  Com- 
pany, to  which  O'Rielly  assigned  his  contract,  himself  be- 
ing one  of  the  officers  of  the  company."  "  On  the  9th  of 
June,  1854,  by  the  consent  and  request  of  O'Rielly,  and 
with  the  approbation  of  the  officers  of  the  river  improve- 
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ment,  the  contract  with  O'Rielly  was  canceled,  and  another 
contract  was  made  with  the  J)cs  Moines  Navigation  and 
Railroad  Company."  "In  this  contract  the  company  agreed 
to  pay  all  outstanding  debts  against  the  improvement  within 
ninety  days  from  the  date  of  said  contract;  to  settle  and  pay 
all  damages  against  the  state  of  Iowa,  on  account  of  the 
prosecution  of  said  work,  to  mill  owners,  or  others,  who 
have,  or  might  thereafter,  sustain  damages  on  account  of 
the  same;  to  pay  the  salaries  and  expenses  of  the  officers 
and  engineers  in  charge  of  the  work;  to  complete  the  im- 
provement from  the  mouth  of  the  Des  Moines  river  to  Fort 
Des  Moines,  in  accordance  with  the  original  plans  and 
specifications  of  the  state  engineer,  by  the  1st  day  of  July, 
1858  ;  and  to  construct  the  whole  work  in  such  manner  as 
to  assure  the  navigation  of  the  same  for  the  longest  period 
each  year  practicable,  and  to  complete  at  least  one-fourth  of 
the  work  each  and  every  year,  commencing  on  the  1st  day 
of  July,  1854." 

"  In  consideration  of  this  undertaking  the  commissioner 
agreed  to  convey  to  the  company  all  the  unsold  lands  be- 
longing to  the  improvement,  the  use  of  the  work,  the  tolls, 
and  the  water-rents,  for  a  term  of  forty-one  years."  uAnd 
afterwards,  in  consideration  of  the  company  enlarging  the 
works,  and  making  some  other  improvements  in  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river,  and'  also  on  account  of  there  not  being 
as  large  a  quantity  of  land  undisposed  of  below  Fort  Dodge 
as  was  understood  to  be  by  the  commissioners  and  the  com- 
pany, at  the  time  of  making  the  contract,  a  majority  of  the* 
commissioners,  Bonney  and  Briggs,  entered  into  an  article 
of  agreement  with  the  company,  in  which  they  promised  to 
extend  the  time  of  the  company's  use  and  control  of  the 
work  to  seventy-five  years." 

Under  this  contract  the  public  expected  that  the  work 
would  be  immediately  commenced  by  the  new  contractors 
and  speedily  completed.  The  great  expectations  which  had 
at  first  been  raised  by  the  contractors  under  the  name  of 
the  Des  Moines  Navigation  and  Railroad  Company,  soon 
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after  they  undertook  the  w  ork,  began  to  diminish  ;  for 
there  soon  arose  misunderstandings  and  disagreements 
among  themselves.  This  company  had  been  organized  un- 
der the  general  incorporation  laws  of  Iowa,  and,  conse- 
quently, was  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  state.  At  the  called 
session  of  the  legislature,  in  185G,  Donald  Mann,  a  stock- 
holder of  the  company,  memorialized  the  legislature  to 
correct  the  "manifold  abuses,"  of  which  he  charged  the  di- 
rectors of  the  company  to  have  been  guilty.  In  this  memo- 
rial he  charged  that  the  managers  of  the  company  bad, 
in  various  ways,  "  corruptly,  and  for  corrupt  purposes," 
violated  the  laws  of  the  state,  "  greatly  to  the  injury  of  the 
people  thereof,  and  to  the  great  loss  and  damage  of  the 
stockholders,"  and  showed  in  detail  wherein  they  had  acted 
corruptly,  and  violated  the  laws  under  which  the  company 
was  incorporated ;  and,  among  other  things,  he  stated  that 
for  "  the  purpose  of  deceiving  the  people  and  individuals  in 
relation  to  their  means,"  they  had  represented  to  the  public 
and  individuals  that  there  had  been  paid  into  the  treasury 
"enormous  sums  of  money,  on  account  of  stock  sold,  for 
much  larger  amounts  than  had  been  received."  "And  the 
better  to  accomplish  and  maintain  such  deceptions,  the 
managers  (or  a  majority  of  them)  caused  to  be  issued  certi- 
ficates of  stock  to  the  amount,  nominally,  of  six-hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  dollars,  or  six  thousand  three  hundred 
shares  of  one  hundred  dollars,  for  cash,  of  which  share 
they  represented,  to  the  public  and  individuals,  that  the 
holder  had  paid  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  amount- 
ing to  six  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars,  when,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  was  only  five  per  cent  paid  on  the 
share,  by  which  means  the  public  and  many  individuals 
were  deceived." 

Henry  O'Rielly,  the  individual  with  whom  the  contract 
was  first  made,  a  stockholder  and  one  of  the  directors,  also 
memorialized  the  legislature  for  an  investigation  of  the 
affairs  of  the  company,  in  which  he  reasserted  the  charges 
made  by  Mann,  and  stated  "that  he  held  himself  ready,  if 
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the  legislature  would  order  an  investigation  of  the  doings 
of  the  company,  to  prove,  from  the  records  of  the  company 
and  other  evidence,  that  there  was  scarcely  an  important 
provision  in  the  code  of  Iowa  (applicable  to  corporation  , 
scarcely  an  important  point  in  the  Des  Moines  improvement 
laws,  scarcely  an  important  provision  in  the  contract  which 
the  company  agreed  to  fulfil,  scarcely  an  essential  provision 
in  its  by-laws,  or  even  in  the  charter  which  gave  it  legal  ex- 
istence, which  had  not  been  violated,  and  violated  with  a 
recklessness  that  will  form  a  memorable  feature  in  the  his- 
tory of  Iowa." 

A  joint  committee  was  appointed  from  both  branches  of 
the  legislature,  at  the  called  session,  to  investigate  the 
alleged  abuses,  but  owing  to  the  short  time  in  which  they 
had  to  act,  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  make  the  necessary 
investigation.  An  attempt  was  made  to  create  a  committee 
for  this  purpose,  to  act  after  the  legislature  adjourned,  but 
failed ;  so  that  the  alleged  abuses  passed  by  without  an  ex- 
amination at  that  time. 

These  memorials  to  the  legislature,  and  the  discussions 
of  these  matters  by  tt^e  newspapers,  greatly  prejudiced  the 
public  mind  against  the  company ;  and  while  these  discus- 
sions were  going  on,  W.  C.  Johnson,  the  president  of  the 
company,  requested  the  governor  to  examine  into -the  affairs 
of  the  company,  in  person  or  by  a  committee,  and  proposed 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  such  an  examination.  The  gover- 
nor did  not  feel  disposed  to  comply  with  this  request,  but 
referred  the  matter  to  the  legislature,  whicb  convened  in 
the  following  December,  and  recommended  "  that  a  com- 
mittee should  be  appointed  with  power  to  administer  oaths 
and  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  with  instructions  to 
inquire  into  all  the  transactions  of  the  former  commissioners 
and  registers  of  the  improvement." 

This  part  of  the  governor's  message  was  referred  to  a 
committee  of  twelve,  consisting  of  members  of  both 
branches  of  the  legislature,  who  immediately  proceeded  to 
the  discharge  of  their  duties.     After  a  careful  and  thor- 
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ough  examination  this  committee  reported  that  they  did  not 
consider  the  contract  made  by" the" commissioners  with  the 
company  a  valid  contract  on  behalf  of  the  state,  for  the  law 
whicn  authorized  the  commissioner  and  register  to  make 
contracts  required  that  any  contract  made  by  them,  to  be 
valid,  must  be  approved  by  the  governor,  and  that  the  sub- 
sequent law,  which  created  two  assistant  commissioners, 
did  not  do  away  with  the'jprovision  requiring  the  governor 
to  approve  of  such  contracts.  And  as  the  contract  made 
with  the  company  had  never  been  approved  by  the  gover- 
nor, they  did  not  regard  it  as  binding  upon  the  state.  The 
committee  also  reported  that  the  company  had  acted  in  bad 
faith  and  violated  their  charter  in  many  ways;  and,  among 
other  things,  they  found  "that  over  one  million  of  dollars 
of  full  paid  stock  had  been  issued  by  the  company,  upon 
which  had  been  received  but  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
thousand  dollars,  leaving  a  deficit  of  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-three  thousand  dollars,  for  which  certificates  of  full 
paid  stock  had  been  issued,  for  which  not  a  farthing  had 
been  received  by  the  company,"  which  had  been  sold  to  in- 
nocent purchasers  for  a  valuable  consideration,  who  had 
purchased,  believing  that  its  full  value  had  been  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  the  company.  The  company  had  come  far 
short  of  completing  the  amount  of  work  that  they- were  re- 
quired to  do  under  their  contract,  and  their  acts  gave  strong 
indications  that  their  object  was  to  expend  money  enough 
to  get  possession  of  all  the  available  lands  and  then  aban- 
don the  work ;  for  more  than  one-half  of  the  time  which 
was  given  for  completing  the  entire  contract  had  expired, 
and  on  a  work  which  was  estimated  to  cost  about  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  they  had  only  expended  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars 
and  forty-four  cents,  for  an  actual  construction  of  the  work, 
while  the  company  claimed  that  they  had  expended  one 
hundred  and  four  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars 
and  seventy-four  cents  for  incidental  expenses,  the  most 
part  of  which  did  not,  in  any  manner,  benefit  the  improve- 
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merit;  but  the  company  claimed  that  they  were  entitled  to 
land  at  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre  in  payment  for  the 
whole  amount. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  1855,  William  McKay,  of  Polk 
county,  was  elected  commissioner,  and  John  C.  Lockwood, 
of  Louisa  county,  register;  but  in  November,  185G,  McKay 
resigned,  and  Edwin  Manning,  of  Van  ]>uren  county,  was 
appointed  by  the  governor  to  fill  his  place. 

Manning  bore  the  name  of  a  good  business  man-andclo.se 
financier,  and  he  was  not  willing  to  audit  the  claims  for  in- 
cidental expenses  as  one  for  which  the  company  were  enti- 
tled to  receive  land ;  and  this  became  a  matter  of  dispute 
between  the  company  and  commissioner,  and,  in  order  to 
have  the  matter  adjusted,  the  president  proposed  to  make 
an  abatement  of  seventy-two  thousand  dollars,  but  Man- 
ning did  not  feel  disposed  to  settle  the  matter  himself,  and 
referred  the  whole  claim  to  the  legislature. 

Manning,  in  his  report  to  the  legislature,  showed  that 
there  had  been  sold  by  the  state,  through  the  board  of  public 
works,  during  the  six  years  the  state  prosecuted  the  work, 
about  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  worth 
of  land,  and  for  this  sum  only  "  three  stone  masonry  locks" 
and  two  dams  had  been  completed.  And  there  had  been 
certified  to  the  Des  Moines  Navigation  and  Railroad  Com- 
pany by  Bonney  and  Gillaspy,  eighty-eight  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-three  and  nineteen-hundredths  acres 
of  land,  and  by  McKay  and  Lockwood,  one  hundred 
and  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-six  and 
four-hundredths  acres,  at  one  dollar  and  twrenty-five 
cents  per  acre,  making  two  hundred  and  fifty-six 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  fifty- 
three  cents  worth  of  land  which  had  been  disposed  of 
to  the  present  company,  a  part  of  which  amount  was  for  old 
debts  which  they  had  paid. 

The  report  of  the  committee  and  commissioner  having 
been  made  to  the  legislature,  that  body,  acting  upon  the 
premises  that  the  contract  which  had  been  made  by  the 
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commissioners  with  the  company  was  Dot  binding  upon  the 

state,  on  the  29th  of  January,  1857,  passed  an  act  by  which 
there  was  to  be  a  commissioner  appointed  by  the  governor, 
who,  with  the  regular  commissioner,  were  authorized  to 
contract  for  the  speedy  prosecution  of  the  work,  and  it  was 
made  their  duty  to  ascertain  and  pay  otf  all  just  claims 
against  the  improvement,  and  they  were  authorized  to  con- 
tract with  any  company  for  the  sale  of  all  lands,  tolls,  and 
water-rents,  who  would  give  satisfactory  evidence  and 
security  for  the  completion  of  the  improvement ;  but 
they  were  not  to  bind  the  state  by  any  contract 
further  than  the  appropriation  of  the  lands  and  the  in- 
come of  the  improvement,  and  no  contract  made  by 
the  commissioners  was  to  be  valid  until  approved  by  the 
governor.  And  by  this  act  the  office  of  register  and  the 
office  of  assistant  commissioner  were  abolished,  and  the 
register  was  required  to  deliver  over  to  the  state  land  office 
all  books  and  papers  in  his  office ;  and  the  register  of  the 
state  land  office  was  required  to  perform  all  the  duties  which 
the  register  of  the  improvement  had  done.  And  by  thus 
doing,  the  legislature  gave  the  Des  Moines  Navigation  and 
Railroad  Company  to  understand  that  they  did  not  regard 
the  contract  made  with  them  by  the  commissioner  as  bind- 
ing upon  the  state,  though  by  this  act  they  made  arrange- 
ments for  auditing  their  claims  and  paying  them  their  just 
dues. 

About  this  time  the  question  was  again  brought  up  in  the 
land  department  at  Washington  as  to  the  extent  of  this 
grant  of  land,  and  the  opinion  was  made  public  that  the  orig- 
inal intention  of  congress  was  to  only  give  to  the  state  the 
lands  below  the  Raccoon  Fork  ;  but  a  disposition  was  mani- 
fested to  compromise  by  the  department  recognizing  as 
being  in  the  grant  all  lands  adjacent,  to  the  river  within  the 
state.  But  assumptions  had  heretofore  met  with  success, 
and  now  those  interested  in  the  land  grant  claimed  and  con- 
tended that  this  grant  embraced  all  the  lands  to  the  source 
of  the  river. 
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This  difficulty  about  the  extent  of  the.  land  grant,  together 
with  the  action  of  the  Legislature,  nearly  suspended  all  op- 
erations on  the  river,  and  much  was  said  by  the  company 
about  enforcing  their  claims  by  law. 

The  commissioners  appointed  to  audit  and  pay  the  claims 
against  the  improvement  did  not  succeed  in  adjusting  the 
claims  of  the  company,  and  the  matter  was  again  referred 
to  the  legislature;  and,  on  the  22d  of  March,  1858,  there- 
was  a  joint  resolution  passed  by  the  legislature,  defining 
the  basis  on  which  the  state  would  settle,  and  the  Des 
Moines  Navigation  and  Railroad  Company  were  given  sixty 
days  to  consider  whether  they  would  accept  of  and  ratify 
this  proposition,  and  if  they  did  not,  within  that  time,  then 
it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  enjoin  them  from 
further  proceeding  with  the  work  of  the  improvement;  and 
on  tbe  same  day  of  adopting  this  resolution,  there  was  an 
act  passed  giving  all  the  lands  which  remained,  after  set- 
tling with  this  company,  "and,  also,  all  the  stone,  timber, 
and  other  materials,  turned  over  to  the  state  by  the  com- 
pany," "  to  the  Keokuk,  Fort  Des  Moines,  &  Minnesota 
Railroad  Company,"  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  rail- 
road from  Keokuk,  up  the  Des  Moines  valley  to  the  north- 
ern line  of  the  state,  except  the  material  which  it  might  be 
necessary  to  use  for  the  completion  of  the  locks  and  dams, 
at  Croton,  Plymouth,  Bentonsport,  and  Keosauqua,  which 
the  railroad  company  were  to  complete ;  and  also  all  debts 
which  grew  out  of  the  improvement,  which  at  that  time 
remained  unsatisfied  or  in  some  manner  provided  for.  But 
in  this  grant  there  was  a  provision  made  that  it  should  not  in 
any  manner  contlictwith  the  lands  which  had,  previous  to  that 
time,  been  given  to  the  state  by  congress  for  railroad  pur- 
poses, which  on  the  15th  of  July,  1856,  had  been  given  by  the 
legislature  to  the  companies  formed  to  build  the  four  roads 
designated  in  the  grant.  But  it  was  understood  that  these 
lands,  having  been  donated  by  congress  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  river  Des  Moines,  could  not 
be  diverted  to  the  building  of  a  railroad  without  the  con- 
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sent  of  congress,  and  measures  were  immediately  taken  to 
get  congress  to  sanction  the  diversion  ;  but  this  attempt 
failed,  so  that  the  action  of  the  Iowa  legislature  did  not 
avail  the  railroad  company  anything  that  session. 

The  railroad  company  determined  to  make  another  effort 
at'the  next  session  of  congress;  but  before  the  time  for 
this  effort  another  difficulty  arose  in  the  way  of  obtaining 
the  lands  for  the  Keokuk,  Fort  JDcs  Moines,  &  Minnesota 
Railroad  Company. 

In  setting  up  the  claims  that  the  grants  for  improving 
the  river  Des  Moines  extended  above  the  Raccoon  Fork, 
the  citizens  of  Iowa  were  united  until  after  the  grant  of 
lands  by  congress  for  railroad  purposes  was  made.  After 
•  this  the  railroad  companies  became  interested  in  the  lands 
claimed  for  the  river  improvement,  and  claimed  that  the 
grant  did  not  embrace  any  lands  above  the  Raccoon  Fork, 
on  which  the  citizens  of  Iowa  were  now  divided,  and  both 
sides  of  the  question  were  represented. 

Upon  this  phase  of  the  case  the  officer  of  the  land  de- 
partment at  Washington  had  but  very  little  hesitation  in 
deciding  against  the  claims  of  the  river  improvement. 
After  this  decision  wTas  made,  the  legal  tribunals  were  re- 
sorted to,  and  a  case  wras  taken  to  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States,  where  the  same  decision  was  given  as  in  the 
land  office. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1860,  there  was  an  act  passed  abol- 
ishing the  office  of  commissioner  of  the  Des  Moines  river 
improvement,  and  George  G.  Wright,  EdwTard  Johnson, 
and  Christian  W.  Slagle,  "  were  appointed  a  board  of  com- 
missioners for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  all  the  liabilities" 
against  the  Des  Moines  river  improvement,  and  against  the 
state  of  Iowa  growing  out  of  the  improvement.  They 
were  required  to  meet  at  Keosauqua,  and  w^ere  clothed  with 
power  similar  to  the  district  court,  to  hear  and  determine 
all  claims  growing  out  of  the  river  improvement,  and  were 
authorized  to  sell  all  the  interests  of  the  state,  and  all  dams 
and  improvements,  and  the  lands  appertaining  thereto. 
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These  commissioners  proceeded  with  their  duties,  and 
with  their  labors  closed  all  official  acts,  as  far  as  tbe  state 
was  concerned,  in  applying  the  proceeds  of  this  land  grant 
towards  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Des  Moines. 

This  was  a  most  magnificent  grant,  emhracing  some  of 
the  best  lands  in  the  state;  and,  if  the  proceeds  had  been 
judiciously  and  properly  expended,  would  have  made  a 
great  thoroughfare  for  steamboats,  besides  affording  an  im- 
mense water  power  for  driving  machinery.  But,  through 
the  incompetency  of  managing  the  means,  and  the  intrigues 
of  designing  men,  the  whole  of  the  lands  below  the  Rac- 
coon Fork,  and  a  large  quantity  above,  were  disposed  of, 
and  but  very  little  practicable  good  accomplished  towards 
improving  the  navigation  of  the  river. 


1673-1873. 

AN  ADDRESS  COMMEMORATIVE  OF  THE  TWO  HUNDREDTH 
ANNIVERSARY  OP  THE  DISCOVERY  OF  IOWA  BY 
MARQUETTE  AND  JOLIET,  JUNE  17,  A.  D.  1673. 


DELIVERED  BEFORE  THE  STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  OF  IOWA,  6N  THE  OC- 
CASION OF  THEIR  FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING,  JUNE  23,  1873. 


BY  WILLIAM  SALTER. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Historical  Society :  — 

WE  are  assembled  to  commemorate  the  two  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  discovery  of  Iowa.  It  is  wholly 
an  event  of  authentic  history,  and  entirely  lifted  above  the 
haze  of  myth  or  uncertain  legend. 

Viewed  geologically,  our  state,  perchance,  may  be  as  old 
as  any  portion  of  the  earth's  surface  that  is  lifted  up  above 
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the  primitive  seas,  and  may  have  risen  as  early  from  the 
realms  of  chaos  and  old  night,  when  the  edict  first  went 
forth,  "Let  the  dry  land  appear."  The  hoary  cliffs  and 
bluffs  that  overhang  our  rivers  and  streams  bear  tlx-  marks 
of  venerable  age.  Let  science  trace  the  epochs,  and  the 
periods  of  glaciers  and  drifts,  through  which  Iowa  has 
passed,  and  explain  the  order  and  conditions  of  ancient  life 
upon  our  soil.  We  also  occasionally  stumble  upon  ruins 
and  remains  of  human  life  in  our  borders — mounds,  shell- 
heaps,  and  stone  implements — of  mysterious  and  obscure 
date.  They  tell  no  tale  of  the  races  that  once  dwelt  here — 
whence  they  came,  when  they  lived,  whither  they  disap- 
peared. Fuller  research,  closer  observation,  possibly,  may 
yet  reveal  something  more  of  their  habits  and  states  of  life. 
But  authentic  history  cannot  pierce  the  veil,  or  claim  them 
as  in  her  province. 

The  veritable  story  of  Iowa  has  the  definite  bound  of  just 
two  hundred  years,  when  the  land  we  call  our  home  first 
emerged  from  ancient  obscurity  into  the  light  of  history  and 
civilization.  We  know  for  sure  the  very  day  and  the  very 
place  where  and  when  the  light  of  modern  civilization 
greeted  our  shores,  and  the  eyes  of  men  of  European  origin 
first  beheld  them.  Let  us  recall  the  sunny  June  of  two 
hundred  years  ago,  see  what  was  then  seen  and  known,  and 
observe  the  progress  of  discovery  and  settlement  to  the 
present  time. 

The  half  century  immediately  following  Columbus's  dis- 
covery of  the  new  world  was  marked  by  many  bold  and 
daring  adventures.  At  once  came  in  quick  succession  the 
exploration  of  nearly  the  whole  Atlantic  coast,  the  discovery 
of  the  Pacific  ocean,  the  conquest  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  the 
discovery  of  the  Amazon  in  its  entire  course,  the  discovery 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  wanderings  of  De  Vaca  and 
the  expedition  of  De  Soto,  in  which  those  adventurers  stood 
upon  the  banks  of  the  lower  Mississippi.  No  other  equal 
period  of  time  has  brought  so  many  lands  to  the  knowledge 
of  civilization. 
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Little  further,  however,  was  learned  of  the  northern  part 
of  the  continent  in  the  next  half  century.  Bitter  jealousies, 
struggles,  and  wars,  mainly  growing  out  of  questions  touch- 
ing the  reformation  of  the  church,  occupied  the  nations  of 
Europe.  No  permanent  settlements  were  made  upon  the 
north  Atlantic  coast  until  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  when  the  English  founded  Jamestown,  in  Virginia, 
in  1607,  and  the  French  founded  Quebec,  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence, in  1G08.  The  settlement  of  various  colonies  soon 
followed,  and  hardy  French  adventurers  early  penetrated 
into  the  interior  of  the  continent  by  way  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence and  the  great  lakes. 

Meanwhile,  the  discovery  of  the  Mississippi  by  the  Span- 
iards seems  to  have  passed  out  of  the  world's  mind,  and 
been  forgotten.  Nothing  whatever  was  known  of  the  re- 
lations of  the  river  to  the  continent.  Spanish  maps  of  that 
period  indicate  by  petty  lines  various  rivers  as  pouring  their 
waters  into  the  Mexican  Gulf.  One  line,  distinguishable 
from  others  only  by  the  name,  Rio  del  Espiritu  Santo,  has 
been  taken  to  designate  our  great  river.  It  was  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  years  af!er  De  Soto,  before  another  Eu- 
ropean explorer  recovered  the  lost  knowledge. 

The  discovery  of  the  upper  Mississippi,  and  of  the  course 
of  the  entire  river,  was  reserved  for  the  genius  of  France. 
Missionaries  of  the  society  of  Jesus  from  that  country  ar- 
rived upon  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  in  1625,  and  in 
forty  years  extended  their  missions  to  the  farthest  shores 
of  Lake  Superior.  It  was  by  those  missions,  and  by  the 
ambition  and  enterprise  of  the  French  Governor  and  In- 
tendant  at  Quebec  (Frontenac,  and  Talon)  that  the  valley  of 
the  Mississippi  was  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  civil- 
ized world.  The  discovery  wTas  on  this  wise,  and  these  are 
the  heroes  of  it :  — 

James  Marquette  was  born  in  Laon,  France,  seventy-four 
miles  north-east  of  Paris,  in  1637,  of  an  ancient  and  re- 
spected family.  Entering  the  Society  of  Jesus  in  his  17th 
year,  he  pursued  a  full  course  of  study  and  discipline,  and 
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embarked  in  1666  for  New  Prance,  to  labor  for  the  conver- 
sion of  the  Indians.  En  1668  be  left  Quebec  for  the  country 
about  Lake  Superior,  commenced  a  mission  at  Sault  St. 
Mary's,  and  spent  the  winter  of  1GG9-70  at  La  Pointe,  near 
the  western  extremity  of  the  lake.  From  Indians  of  differ- 
ent tribes,  and  particularly  from  those  bearing  the  name  of 
Illinois,  who  came  to  this  station,  which  was  not  more  than 
fifty  miles  from  the  head  waters  of  the  St.  Croix  and  Chip- 
pewa rivers,  important  tributaries  of  the  Mississippi,  he 
heard  of  the  great  river,  the  river  of  all  the  waters,  was  in- 
vited to  go  thither,  and  was  fired  with  a  generous  zeal  to 
prosecute  discovery  and  missions  upon  its  banks.  Subse- 
quently, he  conducted  a  prosperous  mission  for  two  years  at 
Mackinaw,  upon  the  main  land,  near  the  island  which  now 
bears  that  name.  In  writing  to  his  Superior  (Dablon)  from 
this  mission,  he  reports  many  encouraging  facts,  and  adds  : 

"  I  am  ready,  however,  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  another 
missionary,  and  go  on  your  order  to  seek  new  nations  toward 
the  southern  sea,  who  are  still  unknown  to  us,  and  teach 
them  of  our  great  God." 

At  the  same  time,  the  authorities  at  Quebec  were  earnestly 
intent  upon  exploration,  and  appointed  Louis  Joliet  to  go 
upon  a  voyage  of  discovery.  He  was  a  native  of  that  city, 
where  he  had  been  educated  in  the  Jesuit  college.  .  He  had 
taken  minor  orders  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  but  after  a  few 
years  abandoned  all  ideas  of  the  priesthood,  and  embarked 
in  the  adventures  of  the  fur  trade,  in  which  he  established  a 
reputation  for  energy,  sagacity,  and  force  of  character.  He 
was  now  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  and  proceeding  on  his 
way  reached  the  mission  at  Mackinaw  on  the  8th  day  of 
December,  1675,  and  gladdened  the  heart  of  Marquette  with 
the  good  news,  that  they  had  been  designated  to  pursue  the 
discovery  together.  It  was  a  grateful  reilection  in  the  mind 
of  the  pious  missionary,  that  this  very  day  was  the  feast  of 
the  Immaculate  Conception  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  whose 
favor  he  had  been  constantly  supplicating,  that  he  might 
have  grace  to  visit  the  nations  on  the  Mississippi.  He  placed 
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the  enterprise  under  her  protection,  arid  promised  that  if. she 
gave  them  grace  to  discover  the  great  river,  lie  would  name  it 
♦  Conception,  and  also  give  that  name  to  the  first  mission  he 
should  establish  among  the  new  nations.  As  the  winter 
wore  away,  they  gathered  what  information  they  could  from 
Indians  who  had  frequented  those  parts,  and  from  their  ac- 
counts traced  a  map  of  the  country,  marking  down  the  riv- 
ers and  names  of  nations,  and  the  course  of  the  great  river. 
They  were  not  long  in  preparing  their  outiit  of  corn  and 
dried  meat,  which  constituted  their  whole  stock  of  provis- 
ions, and  set  out  with  resolute  hearts,  on  the  17th  of  May, 
1673,  having  five  Frenchmen  in  their  company. 

They  played  their  paddles  joyously  along  the  shores  of 
Lake  Michigan  and  Green  Bay,  so  happy  that  they  had  heen 
chosen  for  this  expedition,  says  Marquette's  ingenious  and 
beautiful  narrative,  as  to  sweeten  the  labor  of  rowing  from 
morn  till  night.  Ascending  Fox  river,  they  reached  an  In- 
dian village  on  its  banks  on  the  7th  of  June.  This  was  the 
limit  of  the  discoveries  made  in  that  direction  by  the  French. 
Here  they  held  a  friendly  conference  with  the  chiefs,  and 
explaining  to  them  that  Joliet  was  sent  to  discover  new 
countries,  and  that  Marquette's  mission  was  to  enlighten 
them  with  the  gospel,  they  procured  two  Miami  guides  to 
conduct  them  to  a  portage,  over  which  they  might  cross  to 
the  Wisconsin  river.  The  guides  led  them  along  the 
marshes  and  little  lakes  through  which  the  Fox  river  here 
meanders,  and  assisted  in  transporting  the  canoes  from  the 
waters  which  flow  toward  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  those  that 
should  bear  the  adventurers  to  strange  lands.  The  guides 
then  returned,  leaving  us  alone,  says  Marquette,  "in  an  un- 
known country,  in  the  hands  of  Providence."  Before  em- 
barking again,  they  began  a  new  devotion  to  the  Virgin, 
offering  special  prayers  for  her  protection,  and  for  the  suc- 
cess of  their  voyage.  Thus  encouraging  one  another,  they 
sailed  down  the  river  for  seven  days,  a  distance  of  seventy 
leagues,  as  they  estimated,  or  two  hundred  and  ten  miles, 
when  they  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Wisconsin,  and  on  the 
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18th  of  June  glidedinto  the  gentle  current  of  the  Mississippi, 
"with  a  joy  that  I  cannot  express,"  says  Marquette. 

Now  their  eyes  rested — the  first  in  authentic  history,  the  ■ 
first  in  civilization  and  Christianity — upon  Iowa.  They  saw 
the  bold  bluffs  that  overhang  our  picturesque  city  of  Mc- 
Gregor. Marquette's  narrative  speaks  of  them  as  a  grand 
chain  of  high  mountains  on  his  right.  They  are  about 
five  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  river.  The  scene  is 
impressive  by  its  natural  grandeur  and  beauty,  and  is  fur- 
ever  memorable  as  the  point  of  discovery  of  the  upper  Mis- 
sissippi, and  of  Iowa,  two  hundred  years  ago. 

Let  us  take  our  stand  there,  and  then,  in  a  moment's 
reverie,  and  look  out  upon  the  world  and  the  state  of  civili- 
zation at  that  time. 

These  discoverers  were  representatives  of  the  proudest 
kingdom  and  of  the  greatest  monarch  of  that  age.  France 
was, at  the  head  of  the  nations,  and  Louis  XIV.  was  France. 
"I  am  the  State,"  was  his  maxim.  While  discovering  the 
Mississippi  on  one  continent,  France  at  the  same  time  was 
carrying  dismay  and  terror  on  another  into  neighboring 
countries,  and  threatening  the  very  existence  of  the  Neth- 
erlands. The  resistance,  the  patience,  and  the  daring  of 
William,  Prince  of  Orange,  afterward  King  of  England, 
turned  the  tide  of  battle,  and  arrested  the  encroachment  of 
ambitious  despotism.  As  yet,  England  was  convulsed  with 
intestine  feuds.  The  Stuarts  had  regained  the  throne,  but 
had  lost  the  confidence  and  respect  of  parliament  and  the 
people.  Spain  had  declined  from  its  splendor  and  power  of 
the  previous  century,  enervated  and  corrupted  by  the  lux- 
ury and  vice  that  followed  its  conquests  and  spoils  in  the 
new  world. 

Upon  this  continent,  the  settlements  along  the  Atlantic 
coast  were  scattered  and  feeble.  They  extended  but  short 
distances  into  the  interior,  and  were  frequently  in  terror  of 
the  Indians.  King  Philip  was  still  living  in  peace  with  the 
Plymouth  colony,  but  two  years  later  kindled  the  flame  of  a 
general  Indian  war,  that  excited  gloomy  apprehensions  in 


1873.] 


DISCOVERY  OF  IOWA. 


507 


nearly  every  settlement  in  Now  England.  More  than  thirty 
years  later,  Deerlield,  in  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut,  and 
Haverhill,  on  the  Merrhnac,  only  thirty-three  miles  from 
Boston,  suffered  the  horrors  of  Indian  massacre  and  confla- 
gration. In  New  York  the  Dutch  and  English  were  still  at 
strife  for  the  possession  of  that  province.  W m.  Perm  had 
not  yet  crossed  the  Atlantic.  Nine  years  later  he  came  over, 
and  laid  out  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  colon};  of  Vir- 
ginia was  sixty-six  years  old,  but  now  numbered  only  forty 
thousand  souls.  The  Carolinas  had  a  population  of  four 
thousand.  The  city  of  Charleston  was  not  founded  until 
seven  years  later.  A  Spanish  settlement  had  existed  at  St. 
Augustine,  Florida,  for  a  century,  but  it  was  still  feeble, 
and  memorable  chiefly  as  the  home  of  intolerance,  cruelty, 
and  crime. 

Thus,  small  and  obscure,  two  centuries  ago,  were  the  be- 
ginnings of  our  country,  when  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi 
glimmered  into  view,  and  the  discoverers  of  Iowa  sailed 
along  our  shores.  In  their  long  voyage  from  the  portage  of 
the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  they  saw  no  human  being,  and  no 
trace  of  any,  for  fifteen  days,  until  they  approached  what  is 
the  southern  border  of  our  state,  on  the  25th  of  June,  when 
they  perceived  human  footprints,  and  a  beaten  path  upon 
the  river  bank.  Following  it  a  few  miles  they  found  a  vil- 
lage of  Illinois  Indians,  on  the  banks  of  the  Des  Moines. 
One  of  our  chief  poets  has  transferred  Marquette's  narra- 
tive of  their  reception  here  into  mellifluous  verse,  in  the 
closing  scene  of  the  "  Song  of  Hiawatha." 

"  Came  a  people 
From  the  distant  land  of  Wabun  ; 
From  the  farthest  realms  of  morning 
Came  the  Black-Kobe  chief,  the  Prophet, 
He  the  Priest  of  prayer,  the  Pale-face, 
"With  his  guides  and  his  companions. 
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"And  the  noble  Hiawatha, 

With  his  hands  aloft  extended, 

Held  aloft  in  sign  of  welcome, 
Cried  aloud  and  spake  in  this  wise  : 
'Beautiful  is  the  sun,  0  strangers, 
When  you  come  so  far  to  see  us! 
All  our  town  in  peace  awaits  you, 
All  our  doors  stand  open  for  you  ; 
You  shall  enter  all  our  wigwams, 
For  the  heart's  right  hand  we  give  you. 
Never  bloomed  the  earth  so  gayly, 
Never  shone  the  sun  so  brightly, 
As  to-day  they  shine  and  blossom 
When  you  come  so  far  to  see  us.' 

"And  the  Black-Robe  chief  made  answer, 
Stammered  in  his  speech  a  little, 
Speaking  words  yet  unfamiliar  : 
'  Peace  be  with  you,  Hiawatha, 
Peace  be  with  you  and  your  people, 
Peace  of  prayer,  and  peace  of  pardon, 
Peace  of  Christ,  and  joy  of  Mary  ! " 

"Then  the  generous  Hiawatha 
Led  the  strangers  to  his  wigwam, 
Seated  them  on  skins  of  bison, 
Seated  them  on  skins  of  ermine, 
Brought  them  food  in  bowls  of  bass-wood, 
Water  brought  in  birchen  dippers, 
And  the  calumet,  the  peace-pipe, 
Filled  and  lighted  for  their  smoking. 
All  the  old  men  of  the  village, 
All  the  wrarriors  of  the  nation, 
Came  to  bid  the  strangers  welcome  ; 
'  It  is  well/  they  said, '  0  brother, 
That  you  came  so  far  to  see  us.' 

On  the  30th  of  June  the  explorers  proceeded  on  their  voy- 
age down  the  river.  In  due  time  they  observed  the  muddy 
waters  of  the  Missouri  pouring  into  the  Mississippi  with 
tumultuous  flood,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the 
Arkansas  river,  where  they  turned  about,  and  passing  up 
the  Illinois  river  crossed  over  to  Lake  Michigan. 

Thus  in  this  month  of  strawberries  and  roses,  two  hun- 
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dred  years  ago,  the  world's  modern  life  began  to  dawn  m 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  these  shores  were  greeted 
by  representatives  of  one  of  the  chief  powers  of  Christen- 
dom.   Religion  and  commerce  came  hand  in  hand,  with 
auguries  of  peace  and  promises  of  blessing  for  the  vast  cen- 
tral region  of  the  continent,    So  far  as  concerns  the  living 
history  of  the  Mississippi  valley,  it  begins  with  Marquette 
and  Jolict,  and  with  the  discovery  which  we  now  commem- 
orate and  honor.    The  expeditions  of  De  Yaca  and  De  Soto 
of  the  previous  century  were  wholly  barren  of  results,  like 
the  discovery  of  the  continent  by  the  Northmen  in  the  tenth 
century.    But  other  explorers  soon  followed  Marquette  and 
Joliet.    Seven  years  after,  in  1680,  Hennepin,  a  Franciscan 
missionary,  passed  along  the  whole  eastern  shore  of  Iowa, 
ascending  the  Mississippi  from  the  Illinois  river.    He  was 
the  first  explorer  of  the  Mississippi  above  the  Wisconsin 
river.    Two  years  later,  La  Salle  entered  the  Mississippi 
from  the  Illinois  river,  and  passed  down  to  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico.   On  the  9th  of  April,  1682,  he  unfurled  the  banner  of 
the  king  of  France  at  the  mouth  of  the  great  river,  and  in 
the  name  of  his  sovereign  took  formal  possession  of  the 
whole  country  watered  by  it,  and  by  all  the  rivers  that  flow 
into  it.    In  this  act  he  named  the  country  Louisiana,  and 
the  Mississippi,  Colbert  river,  in  honor  of  Louis  XIV,,  and  his 
distinguished  minister  of  finance ;  names  that  Hennepin 
also  used  in  his  "  Description  of  Louisiana,3'  published  at 
Paris,  in  1683.    Marquette  in  his  map  fulfilled  his  promise, 
and  named  the  Mississippi  Conception  river,  though  his 
journal  always  speaks  of  it  as  the  Mississippi. 

And  so  this  mighty  valley,  lying  between  the  Allegheny 
and  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  embracing  about 
one-fortieth  part  of  the  land  surface  of  the  globe,  and  con- 
stituting, in  the  language  of  an  illustrious  Frenchman  of  this 
century,  De  Tocqueville,  "  The  most  magnificent  dwelling 
place  prepared  by  God  for  man's  abode,"  came  into  the 
hands  of  France.  Its  colonization  was  soon  attempted  under 
the  royal  auspices.    La  Salle  was  fitted  out,  in  1684,  with  an 
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expedition  of  four  ships,  and  two  hundred  and  eighty  souls. 
Louis  XIV.  contributed  more  for  its  support  than  all  the 
kings  of  England  ever  gave  for  the  colonies  on  the  Atlantic. 
It  was  a  larger  company,  and  vastly  better  equipped,  than 
settled  Virginia,  in  1G07,  or  came  over  in  the  Mayflower,  in 
1620.  But  divided  counsels  and  various  misadventures  and 
disasters  attended  it.  Blundering  in  the  Mexican  Gulf,  they 
missed  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  landed  in  Texas. 
Their  misfortunes  till  a  dismal  page  in  the  annals  of  the 
colonization  of  America  Finally,  La  Salle  was  assassinated 
by  some  of  his  associates.  At  this  same  period,  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  edict  of  Nantes  turned  the  attention  of  the 
Huguenots  to  Louisiana,  and  they  begged  the  privilege  of 
•planting  themselves  upon  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  with 
liberty  of  worship.  But  the  king  replied,  that  he  had  not 
banished  the  Protestants  from  France,  to  make  a  republic  of 
them  in  America. 

The  colonization  of  the  Mississippi  valley  by  the  French, 
extending  over  a  period  of  ninety  years  from  Marquette's 
discovery,  resulted  only  in  a  few  feeble  and  precarious  es- 
tablishments. It  was  at  one  time  associated  with  the  wTild 
speculations  of  John  Law,  that  led  France  into  universal 
bankruptcy,  :  nd  made  the  name,  Mississippi,  a  synonym  for 
disaster  and  fraud,  suspicion  and  disgust.  But  no  French 
settlement  reached  the  shores  of  Iowa.  Here  was  still  the 
seclusion  of  nature.  Though  the  earliest  discovered  part 
of  the  Mississippi  valley,  and  as  attractive  as  any,  the  settle- 
ment of  it  was  long  deferred,  and  its  fortune  in  history  was 
determined  by  events  and  occurrences  far  remote. 

The  jealousies  and  wars  of  Europe  extended  to  every 
colonial  settlement  in  America.  There  were  early  misun- 
derstandings between  the  French  and  Spanish  on  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  At  a  later  day,  the  English  colonies  on  the  At- 
lantic laid  claim,  on  the  ground  of  charters,  and  treaties 
with  the  Indians,  to  country  on  tributaries  of  the  Mississippi, 
that  France  claimed  by  virtue  of  discovery.  To  vindicate 
their  claims,  the  English  built  a  stockade,  in  1754,  at  the 
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junction  of  the  Alleghany  and  Monongahela  rivers,  where 
Pittsburg  now  stands,  but  were-  driven  from  it  two  months 
afterward  by  the  French,  who  held  the  position  against  sev- 
eral attacks  for  more  than  four  years.  In  one  of  those  in- 
effectual attacks  (July,  1755),  George  Washington  first 
gained  public  distinction,  and  was  preserved  amid  mereiless 
exposure  to  become  at  a  later  day  the  father  of  his  country. 
An  attack  three  years  later  was  successful,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  the  victory  of  Wolfe  over  Montcalm  at  Quebec, 
Sept.  13th,  175P,  gave  Canada  to  Great  Britain,  blotted  out 
the  name  of  New  France,  and  caused  an  entire  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  map  of  America.  As  a  result  of  treaties,  the 
territory  now  constituting  our  state,  with  the  whole  of 
Louisiana  lying  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  the  city 
of  New  Orleans,  were  ceded  to  Spain.  At  once,  the  En- 
glish settlements,  that  had  already  been  commenced  at  the 
head  waters  of  the  Ohio  and  its  tributaries,  spread  westward 
rapidly,  and,  though  often  interrupted  by  Indian  wars, 
steadily  increased  in  numbers  and  strength.  The  growth  of 
their  commerce  and  trade,  under  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  brought  especial  importance  and  prosperity 
to  New  Orleans,  notwithstanding  the  colonial  policy  of 
Spain  was  illiberal  and  unfriendly.  President  Jefferson 
warcnly  espoused  their  interests,  and  was  stimulated  by 
their  defiant  and  resolute  spirit  to  take  measures  for  the  pur- 
chase of  New  Orleans  and  of  Louisiana.  Originally,  the 
purchase  of  New  Orleans  only  was  had  in  contemplation. 
Meanwhile,  by  a  secret  treaty  (Oct.,  1800),  Louisiana  was 
retroceded  to  France.  Afterward,  before  formal  possession 
was  taken  (Nov.  30,  1803),  France  sold  it  to  the  United 
States  (April  30,  1803),  for  eighty  millions  of  francs,  and  the 
transfer  was  made  at  New  Orleans  with  appropriate  cere- 
monies, December  20,  1803. 

The  country  wTest  of  the  Mississippi  was  at  that  period 
regarded  as  too  remote  and  barren  to  be  of  much  value. 
When  the  American  minister  at  Paris  (Robert  11.  Living- 
ston) was  asked  by  Talleyrand,  the  prime  minister  of  Napo- 
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leon,  the  first  consul,  if  the  United  States  wished  to  have 
the  whole  of  Louisiana,  he  replied  in  the  negative,  and  stated 
that  they  only  wanted  New  Orleans  and  the  Florida*.  Tal- 
leyrand observed  that  if  New  Orleans  was  given  up,  the 
rest  of  Louisiana  would  be  of  little  value,  and  he  requested 
an  offer  for  the  whole  country.  But  Mr.  Livingston  felt 
that  this  inquiry  opened  a  larger  field  than  his  instructions 
covered,  nor  did  he  see  bow  the  United  States  could  pay  lor 
80  much  territory,  though  he  suggested  raising  the  means 
by  selling  the  land  to  some  European  power,  the  United 
States  retaining  the  sovereignty.  Napoleon  was  on  the  eve 
of  a  war  with  England.  He  feared  that  the  mistress  of  the 
seas  might  seize  Louisiana.  And  he  wanted  money.  He 
was  therefore  eager  to  sell.  The  cession  was  received  In 
the  United  States  -with  great  favor,  though  not  a  few  op- 
posed it,  as  unwarranted  by  the  constitution,  and  as.imperil- 
ing  the  federal  Union  by  such  an  extension  of  boundaries. 
Said  Mr.  Livingston,  with  prophetic  vision,  "  The  treaty 
will  change  vast  solitudes  into  flourishing  districts.  From 
this  day  the  United  States  take  their  place  among  the  pow- 
ers of  the  first  rank.  This  treaty  will  prepare  ages  of  hap- 
piness for  innumerable  generations.  The  Mississippi  and 
Missouri  will  see  them  succeed  one  another,  and  multiply, 
truly  worthy  of  the  care  and  regard  of  Providence,  in  the 
bosom  of  equality,  under  just  laws,  and  freed  from  the 
errors  of  superstition,  and  the  scourges  of  bad  government." 

Thus  for  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  after  its  discovery, 
the  territory  now  composing  the  state  of  Iowa  remained 
under  the  dominion,  first  of  France,  then  of  Spain.  During 
this  period  the  savage  roamed  over  our  prairies,  and  the 
trader  occasionally  coursed  up  and  down  our  rivers.  But 
the  land  lay  in  innocence  of  history.  No  European  institu- 
tion found  here  a  foothold.  The  prairie  flowers  bloomed 
and  wasted  their  sweetness  on  the  desert  air.  No  mortal 
eye  is  known  to  have  observed  with  any  distinctness  what 
capabilities  and  resources  of  a  great  state  were  here  slum- 
bering.   But  elsewhere,  events  were  shaping,  that  should 
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bring  here  the  fruits  of  the  world's  ripest  life,  and  create  a 
great  and  powerful  state  in  the  heart  of  the  continent. 

At  only  two  points  in  Jowa  are  any  traces  left  of  the  do- 
minion of  the  Spaniard,  viz  :  at  Dubuque  and  Montrose. 

Julien  Dubuque  was  a  native  of  Canada,  and  came  to 
Prairie  Du  Chien  when  a  young  man,  and  obtained  permis- 
sion of  the  Fox  Indians,  about  the  year  1788,  to  work  the 
mines  surrounding  the  city  that  now  bears  bis  name.  In 
1795,  the  Spanish  Governor,  Carondelet,  it  is  reported,  con- 
firmed the  privilege.  Here  Dubuque  spent  his  life,  engaged 
in  mining  and  trade,  until  his  death  in  1810.  No  grant  of 
land  was  made  him,  and  a  claim  to  a  grant  was  decided  ad- 
versely by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  in  1854. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  last  century,  Lewus  Tesson  (alias 
Honore),  a  Canadian,  came  down  from  Prairie  Du  Chien  to 
the  head  of  the  lower  rapids,  among  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  at 
their  invitation,  and  established  a  trading  post.  The  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  of  Upper  Louisiana  (Zenon  Trudeau),  gave 
him  permission  (St.  Louis,  March  30,  1799),  to  settle  there, 
with  the  concessions  of  a  sufficient  space  "  to  make  the  es- 
tablishment valuable  and  useful  to  the  commerce  of  peltries, 
to  watch  the  Indians,  and  keep  them  in  the  fidelity  they 
owe  to  their  Majesty."  He  lived  there  with  his  family  sev- 
eral years,  surrounded  his  establishment  with  picket  and 
rail  fences,  erected  buildings  and  a  trading  house,  planted 
gardens,  and  an  orchard  of  a  hundred  trees.  Falling  in 
debt  at  St.  Louis,  the  whole  property  was  seized  (March  27, 
1803),  under  the  Spanish  law,  and  sold  at  public  sale  at  the 
door  of  the  Parish  church  in  St.  Louis,  at  the  conclusion  of 
high  mass,  the  people  coming  out  in  great  number,  after 
due  notice  given,  in  a  high  and  intelligible  voice  by  the 
public  crier  of  the  town,  on  three  successive  Sundays  (May 
1st,  8th,  and  15th,  1803).  On  the  first  Sunday,  the  only  bid 
for  the  property  was  twenty-five  dollars.  On  the  second 
Sunday,  thirty  dollais  was  bid.  On  the  third  Sunday,  at 
the  third  and  last  adjudication,  one  hundred  dollars  was  bid, 
and  subsequently  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  by  Joseph 
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Robidoux,  TosHon's  creditor,  "  which  was  repeated  until 
twelve  o'clock  at  noon ;  and  the  public  retiring,  the  said 
Robidoux  demanded  a  deed  of  his  bid.  It  was  cried  at  one 
o'clock,  at  two  o'clock,  and  at  three  o'clock,  and  no  other 
persons  presenting  themselves,  the  said  land  and  appurten- 
ances was  adjudged  to  him  for  the  mentioned  price  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  sum,  having  to  receive  him- 
self, he  gave  no  security." 

I  have  stated  these  particulars,  because  they  illus'trate  the 
manners  and  business  of  seventy  years  ago,  and  because 
this  grant  and  sale  constitute  the  oldest  legal  title  to  land  in 
Iowa,  and  are  the  only  acts  under  the  Spanish  administra- 
tion and  law  that  have  affected  the  disposition  of  any  por- 
tion of  our  soil.  They  were  confirmed  by  the  United  Siate3, 
and  sustained  by  the  supreme  court,  against  those  holding 
under  other  claims,  in  1852. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Henry  W.  Starr,  Esq.,  of  Bur- 
lington, who  defended  their  claims  in  the  courts,  I  am  per- 
mitted to  exhibit  on  this  occasion  the  patent  to  the  land  re- 
ferred to,  given  by  the  United  States,  and  signed  by  Presi- 
dent Van  Buren,  February  7,  1839.  (It  is  the  earliest  pat- 
ent given  by  the  United  States  to  any  land  in  the  State  of 
Towa.)  And  also  a  copy  (translation)  of  the  original  permit 
given  by  Governor  Trudeau  of  Spanish  America,  and  of  the 
legal  process,  from  which  I  have  quoted. 

The  formal  transfer  of  Upper  Louisiana  to  the  United 
States  was  made  at  St.  Louis,  March  10th,  1804,  and  our 
eastern  and  western  borders  soon  saw  the  stars  and  stripes 
t  unfurled  upon  their  shores.  Lewis  and  Clark  ascended  the 
Missouri  in  1804,  and  Pike,  the  Mississippi,  in  1805,  on  ex- 
ploring expeditions.  The  land  remained  in  the  occupation 
of  the  Indians  until  just  forty  years  ago,  the  first  of  this 
month,  when  the  Indian  title  to  a  narrow  strip  of  our  terri- 
tory lying  along  the  Mississippi  was  finally  extinguished, 
and  that  portion  of  the  country  was  opened  to  civilization 
and  settlement  by  the  whites.  From  that  day  to  the  pres- 
ent, Iowa  has  witnessed  a  rapid,  and  continual,  and  surpris- 
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ing  growth.  Admitted  as  the  twenty-ninth  state  of  the 
American  Union  in  184G,  it  now  numbers  a  population  of 
more  than  a  million  and  a  quarter,  and  in  the  census  of  1870, 
'  stood  in  the  eleventh  rank,  with  respect  to  population.  In 
forty  years  the  hand  of  industry  and  the  genius  of  enter- 
prise have  reaped  out  of  this  soil  vast  stores  of  wealth,  and 
by  the  surprising  and  unexpected  openings  of  the  country 
west  to  the  Pacific,  we  are  found  to  occupy  a  most  advanta- 
geous and  commanding  position  for  intercourse  and  com- 
merce with  the  whole  globe.  Greatness  and  honor,  opu- 
lence and  fame  are  within  our  grasp.  Here,  too,  we  fondly 
hope  and  believe,  the  ripest  ideas  of  the  centuries  have 
come,  and  there  is  some  real  advancement  in  the  develop- 
ment of  a  higher  civilization,  with  purer  manners,  nobler 
laws,  a  better  culture,  and  grander  forms  of  order,  freedom, 
society,  and  life. 

Divine  Providence  gave  it  to  the  French  to  discover  this 
land,  and  possess  it  ninety  }*ears,  and  to  Spain  to  own  it  for 
forty  years,  but  reserved  its  settlement  to  be  accomplished 
under  the  genius  of  American  institutions  and  laws.  And 
now  that  a  fair  beginning  has  been  made,  and  a  happy  civ- 
ilization is  budding  and  blooming  all  over  the  state  of  Iowa, 
it  remains  for  the  present,  and  for  the  coming  years,  to  un- 
fold here  one  of  the  noblest  and  grandest  chapters  in  the 
book  of  time,  in  all  departments  of  human  industry,  in  the 
culture  of  the  earth,  in  commerce,  in  invention,  in  church 
and  school,  in  science,  in  art,  in  literature,  and  in  social  and 
political  order. 

Advance,  then,  ye  future  times,  ye  coming  millions,  sons 
and  daughters  that  still  slumber  in  the  creative  purpose, 
receive  your  inheritance  of  a  free  and  mighty  common- 
wealth; guard,  enrich,  and  perpetuate  it  to  the  final  con- 
summation ;  and  here  let  man  be  lifted  up  to  the  highest 
virtue,  happiness,  and  glory,  allotted  to  his  earthly  state  ! 
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RECOLLECTIONS  OF  TEE  EARLY  SETTLEMENT  OF  NORTH- 
WESTERN IOWA. 


ARLT  in  November,  1864,  many  of  the  hostile  bands 


J  J  of  Indians,  who  had  been  chased  during  the  summer 
by  Sully's  forces,  so  that  they  were  unable  to  lay  up  a 
sufficiency  of  provisions  for  the  winter,  and  fearing  that 
hideous  want  might  stalk  in  their  camp,  became  anxious  to 
make  a  treaty  of  peace,  with  the  hope,  no  doubt,  of  obtain- 
ing some  provisions  from  the  government  for  the  winter. 
Various  bands  of  these  Indians  assembled  at  Fort  Sully  at 
the  time  above  named.  Among  the  many  speeches  made 
by  the  chiefs  on  that  occasion,  we  give  the  following,  as  a 
specimen  of  Indian  eloquence,  which  was  delivered  by  Bears 
Rib's  son.  It  was  translated  on  the  spot,  and  the  speech, 
as  afterward  published,  was  said  by  those  who  heard  it  deliv- 
ered, a  very  correct  translation  : — 

"  Man  is  but  mortal.  He  has  but  once  to  live  and  but 
once  to  die.  A  brave  man  is  not  solicitous  whether  his  time 
comes  sooner  of  later ;  but  cares  more  to  live  in  comfort 
and  dignity  as  long  as  he  is  obliged  to  remain  on  earth,  and 
to  leave  the  prospect  of  the  same  prosperity  to  his  children 
when  he  dies. 

"The  traders  and  other  whites  [agent?]  got  us  into  this 
war  in  the  first  place,  then  we  thought  we  could  secure  the 
blessings  just  spoken  of  by  making  war  on  the  whites.  We 
have  tried  it,  and  know  we  are  fools ;  and  our  hearts  are 
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heavy  and  sad.  When  the  messenger  came  from  the  white 
camp  to  our  camp  lie  told  us  the  General  had  left  you  to 
talk  to  us,  and  that  you  would  tell'us  just  the''  same  things 
as  he  would  have  told  us  hiniself  if  he  were  here — that  he 
wanted  all  the  Indians  who  had  heen  fighting  to  come  into 
the  fort — that  all  could  come  in  and  talk  without  heing 
molested  or  punished  for  what  they  had  done  previously, 
and  that  our  Great  Father  would  make  peace  with  those 
who  were  sick  of  fighting,  and  wished  to  be  friends  to  the 
whites.  When  our  people  heard  this  their  hearts  were  glad, 
and  they  have  sent  us  down  here  to  talk  for  them,  not 
because  we  are  better  tharf  they,  but  because  it  was  neces- 
sary for  some  one  to  remain  in  our  camp,  to  take  care  of  the 
horses  and  women  and  children.  We  have  come  here  to 
talk,  in  the  name  of  all  the  Blackfeet  and  all  the  Unkpapas, 
and  have  peace  made  as  speedily  and  as  definitely  as  we 
possibly  can. 

"  We  used  to  laugh  when  they  said  the  whites  were  going 
to  go  through  our  country  and  fight  us.  Now  we  look 
upon  the  road  through  our  country,  made  by  large  parties 
the  last  two  years.  We  realize  that  the  whites  go  wherever 
they  want  to — that  nothing  can  stop  them — that  when  they 
want  to  stay  we  can  no  more  drive  them  away  than  a  wall 
of  solid  rock.  We  used  to  think  we  could  fight  like  men  ; 
but  now  we  know  we  can  only  fight  like  boys,  when  we 
fight  with  the  whites.  For  when  we  are  fighting,  the  whites 
never  stop,  but  keep  coming  on,  no  matter  how  much  we 
fire  upon  them.  We  think  the  white  soldiers  must  be  deaf 
and  cannot  hear  our  guns  when  we  fire  upon  them,  because 
they  take  no  notice  of  our  shooting.  The  whites  go  through 
our  country  fighting  us,  destroying  our  property,  establish- 
ing posts,  and  driving  ofi"  the  game  on  which  we  live.  The 
Tetens  have  not  very  many  arms  left,  and  but  very  little 
ammunition.  We  are  sick  of  this  war,  and  cannot  fight  the 
whites  any  longer,  and  want  peace.  We  want  you  to  tell 
us  If  the  messenger  that  came  to  bur  camp  told  us  the 
truth." 


618 


ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 


[JULY, 


On  the  8th  of  February,  1865,  many  of  the  citizens  of 
Sioux  City  assembled  at  the  office  of  Judge  I.  Pendleton, 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  library  association.  Prof.  A. 
R.  Wright  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Rev.  M.  Tinglej  was 
chosen  secretary.  The  object  of  the  meeting  was  stated, 
when  the  following  resolutions  were  presented  and  unani- 
mously adopted : — 

1st,  That  we  proceed  to  organize  a  body  corporate,  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  a  public  library,  to  be  known 
and  designated  as  the  "  Sioux  City  Library  Association," 
having  for  its  object  the  diffusion  of  general  literature  and 
science. 

2d,  That  J.  P.  Allison,  K  Levering,  Dr.  A.  M.  Hunt,  0. ' 
C.  Treadway,  Wm.  L.  Joy,  Isaac  Pendleton,  and  G.  R.  Mc- 
Dougal,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  are  suitable  and 
proper  persons  to  act  as  trustees  for  the  organization  of  the 
contemplated  corporation,  and  are  hereby  respectfully  solic- 
ited to  prepare  and  file  the  necessary  certificate  for  the  for- 
mation of  said  association,  as  a  body  corporate. 

This  was  the  first  library  association  organized  in  north- 
western Iowa.  The  vast  importance  of  these  associations  to  a 
community,  and  the  incalculable  benefits  arising  from  them, 
are  too  little  appreciated  by  most  of  communities,  especially 
among  our  frontier  settlers.  Public  schools  were  not  neg- 
lected among  our  pioneers.  As  soon  as  there  was  a  settle- 
ment sufficient  to  sustain  a  school,  though  small,  a  neat 
and  comfortable  house  was  erected,  and  was  used  for  a 
double  purpose,  for  church  as  well  as  school  house,  until  the 
various  denominations  were  able  to  erect  church  edifices. 

At  this  time  the  public  schools  in  Sioux  City  were  in  a 
flourishing  condition.  They  were  under  the  supervision  of 
Prof.  A.  R.  Wright,  an  accomplished  educator.  Some  of 
the  primitive  settlers  neglected  the  rudiments  of  an  early 
education,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  eccentric  letter 
received  by  me  in  an  official  capacity.  I  give  it  verbatim  et 
literatim,  except  the  name  : — 
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"modail  hanison  country  Ioway  february  the  19,  1805. 
to  the  county  gug  of  susity  ioway  iforbid  you  or  enney  on 
els  given  lisens  or  grantcn  lisens  too  enne  won  to  marey 

Evline  G   the  daughter  off  Reuben  s.  G   and 

Elizabetli  G   And  furthermor  too  notefi  all  the 

county  guges  off  the  same  in  nebrasca  up  and  down  the 

river.  Reuben  s.  G  ." 

Owing  to  the  error  in  orthography,  by  the  writer,  in  giv- 
ing our  title,  we  were  obliged  to  don  a  more  euph'onious 
title — that  of  county  "gug" — which  was  the  rendering 
given  by  scholastic  friends,  learned  in  legal  lore.  Our  new 
title  wTas  not  sustained  by  the  statutes  of  the  state,  but  we 
bore  it  stoically  when  we  reflected  that  this  was  a  last  age, 
and  an  age  of  improvement,  and  that  we  were  a  little  in  the 
advance.  . 

During  this  winter,  IT.  C.  Hudson,  Esq.,  of  Sioux  City, 
deputy  provost  marshal,  received  an  order  prohibiting  all 
citizens  of  Sioux  City  and  vicinity  from  wearing  soldier 
clothing.  This  was  rather  rough  on  some  of  the  citizens, 
as  their  wardrobes  consisted  mostly  of  this  class  of  goods, 
though  they  were  worn  by  almost  all  classes,  more  or  less. 
Mr.  H.  was  a  live,  energetic,  and  efficient  officer,  but  at 
times  he  was  a  little  indiscreet  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 
Sometimes,  on  meeting  a  citizen  on  the  street  attired  in 
Uncle  Sam's  goods,  he  would  order  him  to  disrobe,  which 
order  was  not  always  obeyed,  but  met  with  stubborn  resist- 
ance. Meeting  one  day  a  stalwart  countryman  on  the  street, 
who  had  on  a  blouse,  marshal  II.  ordered  him  to  shed.  The 
countryman  eyed  him  a  moment,  then  pulling  off  his  blouse 
threw  it  at  the  marshal's  feet,  and  said :  w  Now,  sir,  if  you 
are  a  better  man  than  I  am,  you  can  take  that  blouse."  The 
marshal  very  wisely  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  did  not 
want  the  garment,  and  retired  in  good  order,  while  his 
plucky  customer  crawled  into  his  blouse  again,  and  went  his 
way,  feeling,  no  doubt,  that  for  once  he  had  bluffed  the 
powers  that  be.  Wm.  Freney,  publisher  of  the  Sioux  City 
Register,  became  the  possessor  and  owner  of  a  very  nice  pair 
of  new  soldier  pants,  and  wishing  to  so  alter  and  change 
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them  that  the  marshal  would  not  detect  them,  he  employed 
James  JIutchins,  a  merchant  tailor  of  the  city,  to  reconstruct 
them.  After  the  work  was  completed,  and  the  garment  hung 
on  a  peg  in  the  wardrobe  in  his  olftce,  meeting  the  marshal 
on  the  street,  whom  he  was  anxious  to  tease,  he  jocularly 
said:  "Marshal,  I've  got  a  pair  of  pants  in  my  office  may 
be  you  would  like  to  have.  Come  up  and  see  them."  They 
entered  the  office  and  F.  presented  his  pants  for  examina- 
tion, not  thinking  but  they  would  escape  detection.-  Mar- 
shal II., after  carefully  examining  the  goods,  said  :  "  I  believe 
I'll  take  these,"  and  tucking  them  under  his  arm  walked 
off,  much  to  the  discomfiture  and  chagrin  of  the  owner,  who 
did  not  expect  the  joke  to  take  that  turn.  He  resolved  on 
legal  redress,  and  at  once  went  before  Justice  J.  C.  C.  Hos- 
kins  and  sued  out  a  writ  of  replevin.  An  officer  was  soou 
in  hot  pursuit  of  the  aforesaid  pants.  He  ransacked  the 
marshal's  office  from  top  to  bottom,  but  nowhere  could  he 
find  them.  When  hope  had  vanished,  Freeney  bowed  in 
humble  submission  to  his  loss,  and  at  the  expense  of  many 
glasses  of  lager  to  his  friends,  who  were  inclined  to  twit  him 
over  the  affair.  He,  however,  took  occasion  to  give  the 
marshal  quite  an  airing  through  the  Register. 

About  this  time  we  were  so  unspeakably  happy  as  to  find 
ourselves  snugly  ensconced  in  a  pair  of  new  soldier  pants, 
which  seemed  to  infuse  a  spirit  of  patriotism  into  us,  and 
make  us  feel  quite  brave,  so  that  we  ventured  down  on 
Pearl  street  with  impunity,  and  without  fear  of  the  marshal, 
when  passing  the  store  of  T.  J.  Kingkaid,  marshal  H. 
stepped  to  the  door  and  requested  us  to  come  in,  as  he  had 
a  little  business  with  us.  On  stepping  in,  we  found  a  num- 
ber of  ladies  and  gentlemen  there.  The  marshal,  as  if  to 
make  a  display  of  his  authority,  in  a  very  commanding  tone, 
so  as  to  be  heard  by  all  in  the  room,  ordered  us  to  disrobe. 
Being  rather  modest,  we  felt  a  delicacy  in  vacating  our  sol- 
dier clothes  in  the  presence  of  ladies,  whose  faces  were  now 
tinged  with  blushes,  while  our  own  was  as  red  as  a  goose's 
foot  in  winter  time.    We  respectfully  declined  to  shed,  and 
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asked  for  further  time,  which  was  granted  us,  on  condition 
that  we  would  deliver  the  aforesaid  pants  that  evening  to 
his  marshalship.  Having  regained  our  liberty,  we  deter- 
mined to  trump  the  astute  officer  at  his  own  game.  Accord- 
ingly we  at  once  repaired  to  the  hospital,  where  we  procured 
a  pair  of  old  discarded  pants,  that  had  seen  much  hard  ser- 
vice,  and  were  lightning  proof,  as  they  shone  conspicuous 
in  all  the  luster  of  grease.  The  owner  of  these  veteran 
trousers,  no  doubt,  when  he  east  them  aside,  gave  'them  a 
lingering  look,  and  heaved  a  sigh,  as  he  gave  utterance  to 
the  following : 

Farewell,  old  trouserloons, 

Long  time  we've  stuck  together, 
And  through  m;tny  long  moons 

We've  braved  all  kinds  of  weather ; 
In  wet  and  dry,  hot  and  cold, 

My  limbs  you've  protected, 
While  graybacks,  numbers  untold, 

With  me  you've  connected. 

Turning  them  inside  out,  so  as  to  give  them  a  more 
respectable  appearance,  then  rolling  them  up,  and  with  a 
string  tied  around  them,  we  tucked  the  bundle  under  our 
arm,  and  about  dark  started  to  make  a  delivery,  as  per 
agreement.  Soon  after  reaching  Pearl  street,  we  met  the 
marshal,  and  stepping  up  to  him  we  made  a  surrender  of 
our  goods,  which  were  received  without  inspection.  Placing 
the  package  under  his  arm,  he  apologized  for  the  necessity 
of  such  a  course.  We  told  him  that  it  was  not  necessary, 
and  we  liked  to  see  an  officer  do  his  whole  duty.  The  next 
morning,  doubtless,  revealed  to  him  the  joke,  and  we  wrere 
never  troubled  further  about  our  soldier  clothes. 

In  the  spring  of  1865,  Gen.  Sully  made  preparations  for 
another  campaign  against  the  Indians,  and  about  the  first  of 
June  he  set  out  on  the  war  path  with  his  forces,  arriving  at 
Fort  Rice  early  in  July,  where  he  remained  until  the  latter 
part  of  the  month.  While  there,  some  two  or  three  thousand 
Indians, men,  women,  and  children,  came  to  see  him  and  have 
a  "big  talk."    They  all  claimed  to  be  "  good  Injin,"  and 
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wore,  apparently,  while  the  talk  lasted.  After  the  big  talk 
was  ended,  the  General  was  so  favorably  impressed  with 
their  protestations  of  friendship,  that  he  ordered  a  large 
amount  of  hard-tack  and  meat  distributed  among  them,  as 
they  appeared  to  be  in  a  starving  condition.  Had  the  Gen- 
eral given  them  hard-tack  in  the  shape  of  bullets,  the  result 
might  have  been  better.  Sully  now  took  up  his  line  of 
march  for  Devil's  Lake,  in  pursuit  of  a  band  of  hostile  In- 
dians, leaving  the  Washtodo  (very  good)  Indians  at  the 
fort,  which  was  garrisoned  by  some  ex-Confederate  soldiers 
and  a  portion  of  the  Iowa  6th,  numbering  in  all  about  three 
hundred.  As  soon  as  Sully  and  his  command  were  out  of 
reach,  these  good  Indians  undertook  to  repay  a  debt  of  grat- 
itude, after  their  own  manner. 

Early  one  morning,  before  breakfast,  the  war-whoop  was 
heard  from  the  hill-tops  around  the  fort ;  at  the  same  time 
Indians  were  seen  in  great  numbers,  making  a  precipitate 
rush  upon  the  fort,  as  if  they  proposed  to  make  a  breakfast 
job  of  the  capture,  and  take  their  morning  grub  in  the  fort; 
but  in  this  they  were  mistaken.  The  men  were  at  once  in 
arms,  and  soon  in  the  midst  of  a  fight.  After  a  sharp  resist- 
ance, the  treacherous  "reds"  were  driven  back  behind  the 
hills,  but  soon  rallied,  and  made  a  desperate  attack,  as  if 
determined  to  take  the  situation  at  all  hazards,  when  again 
they  were  repulsed,  although  they  outnumbered  our  troops 
ten  to  one.  The  troops  were  then  marched  out  and  stationed 
on  the  hill-tops,  in  close  proximity  to  the  fort,  and  with  two 
howitzers  shelled  the  surrounding  timbered  ravines,  where 
the  enemy  had  taken  shelter,  driving  them  further  back. 
About  noon  the  troops  were  withdrawn  to  the  fort,  when 
soon  after  the  enemy  again  appeared  and  made  a  furious 
and  determined  assault.  Our  troops  were  now  ordered  out, 
and  for  a  short  time  met  the  enemy  on  an  open  plain,  where 
a  hand  to  hand  conflict  ensued,  in  which  sabres  and  other 
close  quarter  arms  were  used  freely.  The  "Long  Tom"  was 
soon  brought  out  to  the  rescue,  which  was  not  a  very  pleas- 
ant sight  to  the  "red  devils,"  and  when  it  spoke  in  thunder- 
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ing  tones  they  speedily  decamped.  The  loss  on  our  .side 
was  small,  only  two  killed,  and  two  seriously  wounded* 
Several  horses  were  captured  by  the  enemy.  The  Ions  of* 
the  Indians  could  not  be  definitely  ascertained,  for  as  soon 
as  one  fell  he  was  thrown  on  a  pony  and  carried  to  the  rear. 
This  was  distinctly  seen  by  many.  Their  loss  must  have 
been  much  greater  than  that  of  our  troops.  The  Indians 
exhibited  remarkable  skill  in  horsemanship,  making  most 
rapid  and  continued  evolutions  while  discharging  their 
arrows  and  receiving  the  fire  of  our  troops.  Captain  More- 
land,  of  the  Iowa  6th,  is  said  to  have  fought  with  remarka- 
ble coolness  and  bravery,  and,  in  fact,  both  officers  and  sol- 
diers displayed  a  coolness  and  bravery  seldom  equaled.  The 
above  statement  I  obtained  from  an  officer  who  witnessed 
the  engagement. 

About  the  middle  of  August  following,  some  of  the  set- 
tlers on  Brule  creek,  in  the  southern  part  of  Dakota  Terri- 
tory, and  about  fifteen  miles  north  of  Sioux  City,  were  en- 
gaged in  making  hay  on  Big  Sioux  river  bottom,  opposite 
Brule  creek  settlement,  when  they  w^ere  attacked,  about  4 
o'clock  p.  m.,  by  a  small  band  of  Indians,  who  crept  upon 
them  stealthily,  and  fired  upon  the  party  unobserved,  kill- 
ing Mr.  E.  B.  Larimore  almost  instantly,  and  severely 
wounding  Mr.  T.  C.  Watson  with  an  arrow,  which  passed 
through  his  left  shoulder.  A  Mr.  Fletcher  also  received  a 
severe  flesh  wound  in  his  arm,  and  his  wife  a  slight  wound 
from  an  arrow.  Mrs.  Fletcher,  at  the  time  of  the  attack, 
was  upon  a  load  of  hay,  and  when  the  savages  advanced 
upon  her  she  fought  them  off  heroically  with  a  pitchfork, 
until  she  found  resistance  fruitless,  when  she  spoke  to  them 
in  the  Indian  language  and  told  them  to  take  the  horses 
and  let  her  alone,  which  they  quickly  did,  taking  four 
horses  wTith  them.  Early  next  morning  a  party  of  the  set- 
tlers started  in  pursuit.  Taking  the  trail  of  the  savages, 
they  crossed  the  Big  Sioux  river,  on  the  Iowa  side,  thence 
in  a  northerly  direction  up  the  river.  As  in  most  such 
cases,  the  people  were  much  excited,  and  overlooked  the 
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necessary  preparation  and  requisites  m  an  expedition  of  this 
kind.  They  followed  the  trail  of  the  bloody  villains  until 
their  email  stock  of  provisions  failed,  and  they  were  com- 
pelled to  abandon  pursuit  without  overhauling  them,  though 
indications  clearly  showed  that  they  were  pressing  them 
closely. 

We  have  not  related  half  the  bloody  deeds  and  fiendish 
atrocities  of  these  bloody  savages.  Volumes  might  yet  be 
^written,  but  we  must  stop,  as  we  wish  to  close  our  sketches, 
for  the  present,  with  this  number  of  The  Annals.  This 
bloody  mantle  of  crime  does  not  rest  upon  the  shoulders  of 
the  untutored  savage  alone,  but  upon  many  bad  white  men, 
who  are  particepes  crhninls,  and  in  many  instances  the  prin- 
cipals. The  Indians  unquestionably  have  deteriorated  from 
what  they  were  when  white  men  first  went  among  tltem. 
They  were  honest,  unsuspecting,  and  humane;  now  they 
are  treacherous,  dishonest,  inhuman,  and  their  thirst  for 
blood  knows  no  bounds.  Dishonest,  agents  and  traders 
among  them  are  responsible  for  the  murders  of  many  of  our 
pioneer  people  on  the  frontier.  The  smoke  of  hundreds  of 
burning  houses,  murdered  families,  and  massacres,  villages 
scattered  and  exposed  to  the  vengeance  of  these  red  fiends, 
have  had  to  pay  the  penalty  of  the  crimes  of  these  heartless 
men,  who  are  worse,  if  possible,  than  it  is  possible  for  the 
savages  to  be. 

The  blood  of  hundreds  of  victims  of  the  merciless  toma- 
hawk and  bloody  scalping-knife  cry  out  from  the  very  earth 
against  these  dishonest  men.  It  is  strange  that  the  cloud  of 
God's  wrath,  surcharged  with  divine  indignation,  has  not 
burst  upon  their  guilty  heads  ere  this,  and  wiped  them  from 
the  face  of  the  earth.  The  confidence  of  the  Indian  in  the 
white  man  is  forever  lost,  and  will  never  be  restored,  and 
hence  we  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  extermination, 
or  military  force  at  least,  is  the  dernier  resort  for  protection 
against  these  merciless  savages.  The  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment, in  forming  treaties  with  them,  and  paying  them  large 
annuities,  only  adds  fuel  to  the  flame,  and  causes  them  to 
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think  that  the  government  is  afraid  of  them,  and  does  th\8 
to  buy  them  off;  and  when  they  want  an  increase  of  annui- 
ties, or  something  more,  there  is  a  repetition  of  depredations, 
with  the  hope  of  again  being  bought  off. 

We  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  present  humane  policy, 
if  honest  men  could  be  employed  to  carry  it  out.  So  far 
it  has  proved  a  failure,  and  will  as  long  as  the  government 
places  these  unfortunates  under  the  care  of  a  lot  of  political 
hacks  and  tricksters,  who  swindle  them"  out  of  a  large  share 
of  their  so-called  annuities.  Hence  the  Indians  retaliate  on 
the  white  race.  Since  the  base  assassination  of  Gen.  Canby, 
the  government  is  beginning  to  think  that  a  more  rigid 
course  must  be  pursued  ;  that  treaties,  big  talks,  and  hospi- 
talities on  our  part  have  "played  out,"  and  that  there  seems 
but  one  remedy  for  a  permanent  peace — the  same  one  tried 
by  Gen.  Harney  at  Ash  Hollow  on  the  Oggalallas  Sioux. 
They  have  been  peaceable  ever  since.  Gen.  Pat  Connor 
tried  it  on  the  IJtes,  and  pigeonized  them  in  1861.  The 
Snakes,  or  Shoshones,  were  once  the  terror  of  the  overland 
emigrants  to  California.  Connor  caught  them  at  Bear  river 
and  subjugated  them  ;  they  have  been  peaceable  ever  since. 
The  Cheyennes  wrere  flogged  a  little  by  Col.  Chivington, 
but  not  enough,  and  will  have  to  have  a  little  more.  In 
1865  the  expedition  to  Powder  river  and  Big  Horn-  was  pro- 
jected and  carried  out,  at  an  expense  to  the  government  of 
about  $2,000,000  ;  a  new  wagon  road  for  emigration  opened 
from  Sioux  City  to  Bannock  and  Virginia  cities;  Forts 
Reno  and  Phil  Kearney  were  built;  the  Arapahoes  were  de- 
feated, and  begged  for  peace.  The  government  then  sus- 
pended the  military  and  substituted  the  thieving  peace  policy, 
which  was  soon  followed  by  the  Fort  Phil  Kearney  mas- 
sacre, and  the  reeking  of  bloody  scalps  of  the  settlers  all 
along  our  western  frontier.  We  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  if  the  Indian  affairs  were  transferred  from  the  In- 
terior to  the  War  Department,  the  Indian  difficulty  would 
soon  be  settled. 

In  taking  leave  of  the  readers  of  The  Annals,  and  before 
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throwing  down  the  quill  and  making  our  best  bow,  we  will 
say  that  what  wo  havewritcn  since  our  connection  with  Tub 
Annals  was  done  in  a  very  hurried  and  unsatisfactory  man- 
ner to  us.  As  wc  stated  in  the  outset,  we  would  have  to 
labor  under  many  disadvantages,  not  being  able  to  nee  and 
converse  with  any  of  the  old  settlers,  or  see  the  county  rec- 
ords, &c.  Our  own  record  of  a  few  events,  from  memory, 
and  some  assistance  from  a  few  friends,  to  whom  we  here 
tender  our  thanks  for  their  kindness.  It  lias  been  our  en- 
deavor to  confine  ourselves  to  facts,  and  do  justice  to  all, 
though  errors  may  have  occurred.  There  are  many  persons 
and  events  that  we  would  like  to  have  spoken  of,  but  a  want 
of  knowledge  of  details  and  facts  forbid.  We  trust,  however, 
that  we  have  opened  the  way  for  a  much  abler  pen,  that  will 
take  up  the  history  of  northwestern  Iowa,  which  is  replete 
with  interest,  and  do  it  deserving  justice.  Though  no  longer 
a  citizen  of  this  beautiful  and  great  state,  we  feel  a  deep  in- 
terest in  her  early  history,  and  are  proud  of  her  as  having 
once  been  our  adopted  home.  The  fond  recollections  of 
her  charming  and  fertile  prairies,  over  which  we  have  so 
often  roamed,  with  feelings  of  delight,  her  crystal  streams 
and  pearly  lakes,  with  her  salubrious  climate,  and  the  pleas- 
ant remembrance  of  many  kind  and  wTarm-hearted  friends, 
make  us  feel  as  if  we  would  like  again  to  claim  citizenship 
within  her  beautiful  borders.  Proud  Iowa!  And  well  may 
she  be  proud,  standing  second  to  one  sister  state  alone  in 
agricultural  products,  but  in  the  intelligence,  industry,  and 
enterprise  of  her  citizens,  second  to  none.  Well  may  she 
be  proud  of  her  fertile  plains,  so  beautifully  embellished  as 
if  by  the  hand  of  nature,  of  her  teeming  thousands  who  are 
making  her  broad  bosom  to  bud  and  blossom  as  the  rose,  and 
have  girted  her  from  boundary  to  boundary  with  the  iron 
sinews  of  the  mighty  railroad,  that  daily  bears  off  her  rich 
commerce,  and  brings  to  her  lap  the  products  of  every  clime. 

Her  educational  interests  are  of  the  highest  order,  and 
are  her  crowning  glory.  Her  success  as  a  financier  is  with- 
out a  parallel.    By  prudence  and  economy  she  has  rid  her- 
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self  of  that  oppressive  monster,  debt,  and  now,  with  pride, 
she  points  to  an  overflowing  treasury,  and  her  thousands  of 
industrious  and  intelligent  citizens,  unoppressed  by  heavy 
taxation.  Financially  she  stands  among  her  sister  states 
without  a  rival,  and,  like  Saul,  of  Tarsus,  heat]  and  shoulders 
above  them  all.  Well  may  she  be  proud,  and  her  eitizens 
.say,  with  unfeigned  pride,  "  I am  a  citizen  of  Iowa  " 
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[Continued  from  page  351.] 

E  commence  our  record  of  the  year  1867  with  the 
meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  early  in  Jan- 
uary. This  was  always  an  important  event  in  the  history  of 
the  county,  as  it  brought  to  the  court  house  a  large  number 
of  people  from  all  parts  of  the  county,  who,  in  common 
parlance,  had  "  axes  to  grind."  Edward  McBride  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  board,  and  the  new  members  were 
Wm.  Turner,  from  Knox;  David  Groom,  from  Macedonia; 
Richard  Allen,  from  Rockford  ;  Perry  Reel,  from  Crescent ; 
J.  L.  Felter,  from  James ;  and  I.  M.  Sigler,  from  Boomer. 
A  resolution  was  promptly  adopted  finally  assigning  all  the 
interest  of  the  county  in  its  shares  in  the  Council  Bluffs  & 
St.  Joseph  Railroad  to  AVillis  Phelps,  in  consideration  of 
his  having  completed  the  road  to  the  Missouri  state  line.  It 
was  also  voted  at  this  session  to  pay  a  large  amount  of  swamp 
land  orders,  issued  in  1857,  by  Judge  Sherman,  just  prior  to 
his  removal  from  office  by  the  decree  of  the  district  court. 
This  claim  had  been  for  a  long  time  before  the  board,  and 
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its  action  ii  finally  allowing  it,  met  with  pretty  general  con- 
demnation. 

A  good  deal  of  indignation  was  aroused  during  the  spring, 
on  its  being  announced  that  a  contract  had  been  entered 
into  between  a  committee  of  the  board  and  several  promi- 
nent lawyers,  by  which  the  latter  were  to  be  paid  a  large 
sum — stated  to  be  $38,000 — for  procuring  a  perpetual  in- 
junction against  the  collection  of  bonds  voted  to  the  M.  & 
M. Railroad.  The  subject  was  most  elaborately  and  earnestly 
discussed,  and  with  a  good  deal  of  bitterness  on  the  part  of 
several  persons,  but  the  result  of  all  was  that  the  contract 
was  voluntarily  abandoned.  Meantime  proceedings  were 
commenced  by  several  public-spirited  citizens  and  finally 
the  desired  injunction  wTas  obtained  in  the  district  court, 
without  any  cost  whatever  to  the  county. 

The  work  on  the  court  house  went  steadily  forward  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  it  was  so  far  completed  that  the  county 
officers  v/ere  enabled  to  move  into  the  rooms  provided  for 
them,  late  in  December.  The  commissioners  were  author- 
ized to  sell  the  bonds  of  the  -  county,  from  time  to  time,  to 
raise  money  for  the  contractors,  the  lowest  price  for  which 
they  were  disposed  of  being  eighty  cents  on  the  dollar.  Va- 
rious plans  were  discussed  that  year  for  taking  charge  of 
the  poor,  and  at  one  time  a  resolution  was  adopted  to  buy 
the  Reel  place  in  Crescent  for  a  poor  house  and  farm,  but 
this  was  finally  rescinded.  At  the  June  session,  Lewis  Beard 
was  appointed  supervisor  of  York  township,  in  place  of 
Samuel  Ellis,  resigned,  and  S.  J.  Hanna,  at  the  same  ses- 
sion, was  appointed  county  judge,  in  place  of  John  Bratton, 
resigned. 

Passenger  trains  commenced  running  on  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  Railroad  in  February,  but  were  greatly  re- 
tarded, and  great  expense  was  incurred  in  keeping  the  road 
open  during  this  and  the  following  month,  in  consequence 
of  severe  snow-storms  in  the  central  and  western  parts  of  the 
state.  Merchants,  who  had  ordered  on  their  usual  spring 
stocks  by  this  road,  were  greatly  delayed  in  receiving  them. 
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In  February,  nearly  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  situated 
in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  city,  and  extending  west- 
ward from  the  Missouri  river  about  two  miles  and  a  half, 
was  purchased  by  Dr.  T.  0.  Durant,  at  that  time  the  fore- 
most man  in  the  construction  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad. 
The  price  paid  for  it  was  about  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  people  reasonably  concluded  that  the  future 
bridge  would  be  located  on  this  land,  and  also  the  head- 
quarters of  the  company,  in  the  good  time  coining,  and  were 
not  a  little  elated  over  the  prospect  thus  held  out  to  them. 
Every  man,  therefore,  who  owned  any  property  in  Council 
Bluffs  felt  about  one  hundred  per  cent  richer  after  that  pur- 
chase was  made.  In  April,  Oliver  Ames,  the  president,  to- 
gether with  officers  of  the  road,  visited  the  city,  and  some 
of  them  made  considerable  purchases  of  real  estate  within 
its  limits. 

During  the  winter  and  spring  a  course  of  lectures  were 
delivered  before  the  Young  Men's  Library  Association. 
Among  the  lecturers  were  Hon.  J.  M.  Woolworth  and  A. 
J.  Popplcton,  of  Omaha ;  Rev.  J.  B.  Chase,  and  Mrs.  Amelia 
Bloomer,  of  Council  Bluffs.  In  May  the  annual  election  of 
officers  of  the  library  was  held,  when  L.  "W.  Ross  was 
elected  president;  0.  B.  Jacquemin,  vice-president;  J.  P. 
Casady,  treasurer  :  and  F.  M.  Streamer,  secretary.  ,  Later  in 
the  year  (August)  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  wras 
organized,  mainly  through  the  efforts  of  the  Rev.  Geo.  L. 
Little,  who  was  made  its  first  president.  Rooms  were  rented 
and  a  commencement  made  towards  establishing  a  reading 
room. 

March  11th,  city  election  in  Council  Bluffs,  Full  party 
tickets  were  nominated  by  both  parties,  both  for  city  and 
school  officers.  Babbitt  and  Street  were  the  opposing  can- 
didates for  mayor,  and  there  was  a  very  full  vote  polled. 
The  following  were  elected  :  Mayor,  Frank  Street;  record- 
er, T.  P.  Treynor ;  city  marshal,  A.  J.  Bump ;  treasurer, 
H.  P.  Warren  ;  assessor,  Mansel  Wicks ;  aldermen,  J.  B. 
Lewis,  C.  Johnson,  J.  M.  Phillips,  Sam  Haas,  and  John 
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Hammer.  For  school  officers  :  President,!).  C.  Bloomer; 
vice-president,  L.  W.  Ross;  treasurer,  A.  Blyter  ;  secretary, 
C.  II.  Street;  director,]).  B.  ('lark.  A  school  house  tax 
of  five  mills  was  voted  for  the  erection  of  two  new  school 
houses. 

The  spring  was  unusually  late  and  cold,  and  the  river  did 
not  open  until  the  7th  of  April.  On  the  13th  of  this  month 
the  market  report  in  the  city  papers  gave  wheat  at  two  dol- 
lars; corn,  eighty-five  cents;  oats,  fifty  cents;  and  barley, 
ninety  cents  per  bushel.  Flour,  five  to  six  dollars  per 
hundred. 

But  times  were  good  and  money  plenty.  A  theatrical 
company  playing  in  Burhop's  Hall  was  well  patronized,  and 
a  masquerade  ball  given  in  the  same  place  early  in  March 
was  pronounced  a  success.  Preparation  for  the  erection  of 
new  buildings  were  made,  and  a  prosperous  year  was  antic- 
ipated by  all,  nor  were  their  expectations  disappointed. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  early  in  the  morning,  two  brothers, 
named  William  and  Patrick  F.  Lawn,  were  aroused  from 
their  slumbers  in  the  Farmers'  Hotel,  by  a  band  of  men 
from  Mills  county,  forced  into  a  wagon  which  was  driven 
rapidly  out  of  the  city  into  the  limits  of  Mills  county,  and 
both  hanged  by  their  necks  to  the  limbs  of  trees  until 
they  were  dead.  This  outrage  excited  great  indignation  in 
our  sister  county,  but  none  of  the  perpetrators  were  ever 
brought  to  justice,  although  several  of  them  were  compelled 
to  flee  from  their  homes.  The  Lawns  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  guilty  of  any  acts  meriting  the  terrible  death  which 
they  suffered. 

In  June,  W.  W.  Maynard  sold  out  his  interest  in  the 
Council  Bluffs  Nonpareil  to  Mr.  S.T.  Walker,  who  was,  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  year,  associated  with  Mr.  Chap- 
man in  the  publication  of  the  paper.  In  September  the 
publication  of  a  German  paper,  the  Council  Bluffs  Presse, 
was  commenced  by  Wenbore  &  Norden.  It  was  neutral  in 
politics. 

Council  Bluffs  Lodge,  No.  49,  of  Odd  Fellows,  was  reor- 
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ganized  tliis  summer,  and  began  an  active  and  vigorous  ex- 
istence. Now  members  were  rapidly  enrolled  on  its  lists, 
and  a  convenient  ball  secured  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city 
and  handsomely  fitted  up.  The  Masons  and  Qood  Tem- 
plars also  were  unusually  prosperous  this  season. 

On  tbe  night  of  the  24th  of  dune  Council  Bluffs  was  vis- 
ited by  an  extensive  fire,  resulting  in  the  destruction  of  the 
Empire  block,  consisting  of  four  three-story  brick  buildings, 
and  of  three  frame  buildings.  Two  of  the  latter  were' ware- 
houses, in  one  of  which  the  fire  originated.  As  the  city,  at 
the  time,  was  entirely  destitute  of  apparatus  for  an  extin- 
guishment of  fires,  the  citizens  could  do  but  little  more  than 
look  on  and  see  this  valuable  property  destroyed.  The  total 
loss  was  about  §100,000,  and  the  total  insurance  about  $80,- 
000.  The  buildings  in  the  block  were  occupied  by  J.  B. 
Hoffman,  and  R.  P.  Snow  for  general  merchandise,  and 
Brewster  &  Co.,  general  groceries.  The  Nonpareil  office 
was  in  the  third  story  of  the  west  building,  and  was  entirely 
destroyed.  The  Young  Men's  library  in  this  building  was 
also  nearly  all  burned  up.  The  U.  S.  Register's  office  was 
in  the  second  story  of  the  east  building,  but  the  papers  were 
nearly  all  safely  removed.  The  destruction  of  this  valuable 
block,  the  best  in  the  city  at  this  time,  was  a  great  business 
calamity.    It  has  since  been  rebuilt. 

During  the  summer  the  Episcopal  church  was  greatly  en- 
larged, at  a  cost  of  about  three  thousand  dollars,  nearly  one 
half  of  which  was  raised  through  the  efforts  of  the  ladies  of 
the  congregation. 

Two  new  brick  school  houses  were  erected  in  Council 
Bluffs  this  summer,  in  the  eastern  and  western  parts  of  the 
city,  at  a  cost  of  about  $12,000. 

The  German  school  society  also  purchased  a  lot  and 
erected  a  handsome  school  building,  at  a  cost  of  about 
$6,000  Schools  taught  exclusively  in  the  German  language 
have  been  maintained  in  it  almost  continuously. 

This  year  the  Young  Ladies'  Seminary  was  erected,  and 
late  in  the  fall  went  into  operation,  under  the  charge  of  Rev. 
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Geo.  L.  Little  as  principal.  The  building  occupied  by  this 
institution,  together  with  the  lots  on  which  it  was  situated, 
cost  about  $10,000,fully  one-half  of  which  was  raised  by  the 
voluntary  subscriptions  of  the  citizens  of  Council  Bluffs. 
Although  an  excellent  school  was  taught  in  it  for  several 
years,  yet  the  institution  did  not  prove  a  success.  It  could 
not  compete  with  the  free  public  schools  of  the  city,  which 
each  year  increased  in  efliciency  and  public  confidence,  and 
the  property  finally  in  1870  passed  into  private  hands  and 
the  seminary  was  abandoned. 

The  depot  of  the  Northwestern  Railroad,  which  was  at 
first  fixed  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city,  was  this  fall 
moved  to  lower  Broadway,  and  permanently  located  at  a 
point  much  more  convenient  of  access  than  the  one  first  oc- 
cupied. Marshal  Turley  earnestly  protested  against  this 
action  on  the  part  of  the  company,  on  the  ground  of  its  be- 
ing in  violation  of  the  conditions  on  which  it  accepted  from 
him  the  grant  of  a  valuable  tract  of  land  on  which  its  first 
depot  was  situated. 

In  August  the  Council  Bluffs  iron  works  company  was 
organized,  the  first  directors  being  Charles  Hendrie,  G.  M. 
Dodge,  Samuel  Clinton,  C.  F.  Hendrie,  and  J.  W.  Morse. 
The  property,  commonly  known  as  the  foundry,  was  owned 
by  this  company.  The  business  was  largely  increased  in  this 
and  subsequent  years,  and  additional  buildings  erected  and 
furnished  with  improved  machinery.  It  was  the  first  man- 
ufactory of  any  kind  established  in  the  county,  and  has  al- 
ways done,  it  is  believed,  a  profitable  business. 

In  August  the  first  public  exhibition  of  the  Council  Bluffs 
Turneverin  Society  was  held,  and  was  also  attended  by  a 
similar  association  from  Omaha.  The  exercises  in  the  grove 
were  witnessed  by  a  large  number  of  spectators.  In  the 
trial  of  skill,  the  first  prize,  a  silver  butter  dish,  worth  thirty 
dollars,  was  awarded  to  John  Epeneter,  and  the  second,  a 
silver  cup,  worth  twenty-five  dollars,  to  Henry  Lehman,  of 
Omaha.  This  society  had  been  first  organized  three  years 
previous,  and  like  others  of  a  similar  character,  both  in  this 
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country  and  the  old  world,  gave  much  attention  to  athletic 
sports. 

Early  in  September  the  county  was  visited  by  myriads  of 
grasshoppers.  They  came  from  the  southwest,  and  filled 
the  sky  and  covered  the  ground  for  many  miles  up  and  down 
the  Missouri  river,  and  the  countiy  bordering  upon  it.  They 
devoured  every  green  thing  that  came  in  their  way,  doing 
irreparable  damage  to  the  corn,  sorghum,  and  whatever  else 
could  furnish  them  with  food.  They  remained,  however, 
but  a  short  time,  disappearing  almost  as  suddenly  as  they 
came.  They  were  much  larger  than  the  ordinary  insect  of 
that  name,  having  more  the  appearance  of  locusts. 

Several  railroad  excursions  passed  through  the  city  this 
summer.  One  party,  composed  of  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  leading  capitalists,  bankers,  politicians,  and  railroad 
men,  visited  us  on  June  8th,  arriving  on  Saturday  and  re- 
maining until  Monday.  An  editorial  party  from  the  eastern 
cities  and  states,  over  the  Northwestern  and  Union  Pacific 
roads,  came  in  October  and  were  about  two  hundred  strong. 
A  great  deal  of  expense  was  incurred  in  giving  them  a  suit- 
able reception.  They  were  driven  over  the  city  in  carriages, 
had  a  reception  in  the  evening  at  Burhop's  Hall,  and  a  sup- 
per at  the  Pacific  House.  The  citizens  fully  opened  their 
houses  for  the  entertainment  of  these  visitors,  and  no  pains 
were  spared  to  make  this  visit  a  pleasant  one.  The  bills 
were  paid  by  the  city  council,  and  amounted  to  about  three 
thousand  dollars. 

The  October  election  this  year  was  contested  with  a  good 
deal  of  spirit.  The  republican  nominees  w'ere  nearly  all 
young  men,  and  mostly  soldiers  and  officers  in  the  war  then 
just  closed.  The  democratic  candidates,  on  the  other  hand, 
were  chiefly  old  residents  of  the  county,  who  had  remained 
at  home  during  the  contest.  Babbitt,  for  representative, 
and  Casady,  for  senator,  headed  the  latter  ticket,  while  Ly- 
man and  Anderson  led  the  former.  The  county  was  thor- 
oughly canvassed,  every  town  and  almost  every  school  dis- 
trict being  visited.    The  democrats  succeeded,  by  an  average 
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majority  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty,  electing  the  fol- 
lowing officers :  J.  P.  Casady,  senator;  L.  \V.  Babbitt,  rep- 
resentative; William  Porterfield,  treasurer;  Perry  Keel, 
sheriff;  E.  W.  Bennett,  county  superintendent  of  schools; 
and  R.  Caywood,  county  surveyor.  The  whole  vote  of  the 
county  was  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  of 
which  for  Governor,  Mason  received  nine  hundred  and 
sixty-six,  and  Merrill  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four.  The 
number  of  votes  in  Kane  township  was  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  nine. 

Early  this  year  Messrs.  Stewart  &  Haas,  who  had  been 
for  a  number  of  years  engaged  in  the  sale  of  groceries  and 
provisions,  discontinued  the  retail  branch  of  the  business, 
and  confined  themselves  in  the  fuiure  entirely  to  their  whole- 
sale trade.  To  accommodate  their  large  and  constantly  in- 
creasing business,  they  erected  a  large  two-story  brick  store, 
one  hundred  feet  in  depth  by  about  forty  in  width,  extend- 
ing from  Main  to  Pearl  street.  Completing  it  in  the  month 
of  October,  they  had  just  fairly  got  it  filled  with  a  most  ex- 
tensive and  valuable  stock  of  goods,  when  on  the  9th  day  of 
November,  without  a  moment's  warning,  the  central  sup- 
porting pillars  in  the  basement  gave  way  and  the  whole 
building  fell  down  with  a  terrible  crash.  A  number  of  per- 
sons were  in  it  at  the  time,  several  of  whom  were  buried  in 
the  ruins,  but  all  w^ere  extricated  without  serious  damage. 
The  loss  to  the  owners  by  this  disaster  amounted  to  several 
thousand  dollars,  but  the  building  was  speedily  and  securely 
rebuilt.  The  other  buildings  erected  in  this  block  wrere  two 
by  Mr.  J.  T.  Baldwin,  one  by  Mrs.  Martha  Krepper,  one  by 
Stewart  &  Haas,  one  by  S.  Bloom,  and  one  by  G.  M.  Dodge, 
the  last  two  being  three  stories  high,  the  third  story  of  both 
being  finished  off  and  fitted  up  in  elegant  style  by  Messrs. 
Dodge*  and  Bloom  as  a  public  hall. 

December  17th  the  Council  Bluffs  &  St.  Joseph  Railroad 
was  finished  and  opened  for  business  to  Hamburg  at  the  Mis- 
souri state  line.  The  directors  of  this  road,  elected  in  July 
preceding,  were  Willis  Phelps,  E.  W.  Bond,  W.  M.  Carson, 
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G.  T.  M.  Davis,  Horace  Everett,  J.  P.  Casady,  and  L.  W. 
Babbitt, 

On  Christmas  night,  December  25th,  a  large  and  joyous 
party  was  given  in  the  new  court  house  by  Messrs.  Johnson 
&  Hammer,  the  contractors,  in  commemoration  of  its  near 
completion.  The  building  was  handsomely  illuminated,  a 
substantial  supper  was  provided,  and  dancing  was  continued 
until  well  into  the  following  morning. 

On  December  2Gth  the  first  locomotive  crossed  -the  Mis- 
souri river  on  a  temporary  bridge  erected  for  that  purpose. 
The  occasion  was  duly  celebrated  by  a  public  meeting, 
speeches,  &c.  A  great  quantity  of  iron,  which  had  been 
brought  here  over  the  Northwestern  Railroad  for  the  Union 
Pacific,  was  taken  over  during  the  following  month.  The 
bridge  did  good  service  until  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice  in 
the  spring,  when  it  was  removed. 

On  the  night  of  the  first  day  of  January,  1868,  the  frame 
building  on  Broadway,  occupied  as  the  county  clerk's  office,, 
was  burned  to  the  ground,  together  with  one  or  two  adjoin- 
ing buildings.  A  portion  of  the  records,  books,  and  papers 
of  the  office  were  saved,  but  quite  a  number  were  destroyed. 
The  fire  was  clearly  the  work  of  an  incendiary,  and  although 
the  supposed  guilty  one  was  arrested,  indicted  and  tried  for 
the  offence,  yet  it  was  found  impossible  to  secure  a  convic- 
tion. 

When  the  new  board  of  supervisors  assembled,  a  few 
days  afterward,  in  the  new  court  house,  they  found  the 
books  and  papers  connected  with  their  labors  in  great  con- 
fusion. Proceeding  to  organize,  it  elected  J.  L.  Felter, 
chairman,  and  admitted  the  following  new  members  to  seats : 
From  Kane,  Win.  Garner  and  J.  F.  Kaffres ;  Crescent, 
David  Dunkill ;  Silver  Creek,  H.  Owen ;  Walnut,  Otis  C. 
Whipple ;  Macedonia,  David  Groom;  York,  J.  P.  Maxfield. 
The  stock  of  the  county  in  the  C,  B.  &  St.  Joseph  Railroad 
was  finally  assigned  to  Willis  Phelps,  in  consideration  of 
the  completion  of  the  road  to  the  Missouri  state  line,  and 
the  board  were  treated  to  a  free  ride  over  the  road.  Large 
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appropriations  were  made  for  the  support  of  the  poor,  and 
this  year,  in  order  to  reduce  expenses,  the  old  Union  Bote! 
building  was  rented  and  used  for  several  years  as  a  poor 
house.  Win.  Garner,  Charles  Allen,  and  J.  1).  Edmondson 
were  appointed  directors.  All  taxes  levied  previous  to  ]  j  62 
were  remitted  to  the  board,  satisfactory  settlements  were 
made  with  Mr.  Tostion,  the  former  county  treasurer  ;  also 
with  the  court  house  commissioners,  who  were  ordered  to 
procure  iron  cells  for  the  jail,  and  not  to  sell  bonds  for  less 
than  ninety  cents  on  the  dollar.  A  bounty  of  four  dollars 
was  ordered  to  be  paid  for  scalps  of  wolves,  wild  cats,  lynx, 
and  catamounts;  and  three  dollars  per  dozen  for  gopher 
skins,  and  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  was  ordered  "  to 
decapitate  the  tails  from  the  same." 

At  the  June  session  the  commissioners  reported  the  new 
courthouse  completed  by  the  contractors,  and  the  June  term 
of  the  district  court  was  held  in  it.  The  accounts  of  the  com- 
missioners were  closed,  and  the  building  accepted  by  the 
board.  The  building  is  a  fine  structure,  eighty-six  by  fifty-five 
feet,  and,  as  finally  finished  and  furnished,  is  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  convenient  courthouses  in  the  state.  The 
total  expenditures  in  erecting  and  furnishing  it  have  not 
-fallen  much  below  §50,000. 

The  attention  of  the  board  was  called  at  its  June  session 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  school  fund  and  other  funds  of 
the  county  had  been  managed  by  Mr.  E.  F.  Burdich,  the 
clerk  of  the  county,  and  of  the  board.  A  committee  of  in- 
vestigation was  appointed,  and  after  a  thorough  examina- 
tion it  was  found  that  although  some  irregulatities  had  been 
practiced,  yet  the  county  had  lost  nothing,  and  all  the  funds 
passing  through  the  hands  of  the  clerk  had  been  accounted 
for. 

The  court  house  tax  this  year  was  four  mills,  the  other 
taxes  being  the  usual  rate.  At  the  September  session,  the 
board,  by  resolution,  submitted  the  question  of  bonding  the 
indebtedness  of  the  county  to  the  people  at  the  Xovember 
election.    The  proposition  was  favorably  received,  there  be- 
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ing  live  hundred  and  eighty-one  votes  in  the  affirmative,  and 
two  hundred  and  ninety-two  in  the  negative.  A  proposi- 
tion submitted  to  the  same  electors  tor  a  one  mill  tax  tor  a 
poor  farm  was  defeated. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  the  safe  of  the  Harrison  county 
treasurer  was  broken  open  and  robbed,  and  on  the  27th  of 
the  same  month  a  similar  operation  was  efi'ected  on  the 
Mills  county  safe,  many  thousand  dollars  being  secured  by 
the  robbers  in  each  case.  They  were  finally  traced  to 
Council  Bluffs,  and  Michael  Rogers,  a  resident  of  the  city, 
together  with  five  others,  were  arrested,  on  the  25th  of  Feb- 
ruary, charged  with  the  offence.  Rogers  was  captured  in 
his  own  house,  and  on  examining  the  stove  a  quantity  of 
currency,  amounting  to  many  thousands  of  dollars,  was 
1  found,  which  he  was  attempting  to  burn  up,  he  having  had 
a  few  moments'  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  officers.  His 
guilt  was  too  manifest  to  admit  of  a  particle  of  doubt,  and 
the  feeling  in  favor  of  lynching  him  and  his  gang  was  pretty 
decided,  but  they  were  taken  to  Fremont  county  for  con- 
finement, and  all  made  their  escape  from  the  jail  within  a 
few  weeks  after.  Rogers  had  resided  for  a  couple  of  years 
in  Council  Bluffs,  and  had  borne  a  good  reputation,  but 
subsequent  developments  proved  him  to  have  been  con- 
nected with  a  gang  of  robbers  and  counterfeiters,  whose 
operations  extended  over  several  states.  He  fled  to  Canada, 
and  was  never  brought  to  justice. 

March  10th,  the  annual  election  in  Council  Bluffs  resulted, 
after  an  animated  contest,  in  the  choice  of  the  following 
officers:  Mayor,  Thomas  Tostevin;  city  recorder,  T.  P. 
Treynor ;  marshal,  A.  J.  Bump  ;  treasurer,  H.  P.  Warren ; 
assessor,  J.  D.  Edmundson  ;  aldermen,  J.  F.  Evans,  L. 
Kirscht,  J.  P.  Williams,  Jas.  McFere,  EL  D.  Washburn,  S. 
Stern,  all  republicans  except  the  last.  The  school  election 
was  held  on  the  same  day,  and  D.  C.  Bloomer  was  elected 
president;  C.  B.  Jacquemin,  vice-president ;  Wm.  A.  Green, 
secretary;  A.  Slyter,  treasurer;  and  C.  E.  Provost,  director. 

Col.  Babbitt,  who  as  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly, 
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largely  filled  the  columns  of  the  Bugle,  this  spring,  with 
letters  from  Dea  Moines.  He  made  a  quiet  and  discreet 
legislator.  Judge  Casady,  also  of  this  COUDty,  was  at  the 
same  time  a  member  of  the  senate,  and  through  their  exer- 
tions a  bill  was  passed  appropriating  $125,000  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  deaf  and  dumb  asylum,  previously  located  here. 
During  this  session  Col.  Babbitt  introduced  a  joint  resolu- 
tion in  the  house,  in  favor  of  making  Council  Bluffs  the 
capital  of  the  United  States,  and  assigning  many  gojod  and 
weighty  reasons  in  favor  of  the  proposition. 

On  the  5th  of  April  the  new  and  spacious  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  on  Broadway  was  dedicated,  the  sermon  being 
preached  by  Dr.  Eddy,  of  Chicago.  A  large  congregation 
attended  the  services.  August  20th,  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Methodist  conference  in  western  Iowa  was  held  in  this 
church.  It  was  presided  over  by  Bishop  Simpson,  who  de- 
livered a  lecture  while  here.  In  July,  a  small  but  con- 
venient church  building,  erected  by  the  United  Brethren, 
was  dedicated.  In  June  a  Christian  convention  was  held 
in  the  city,  its  meetings  continuing  for  upwards  of  a  week, 
and  were  participated  in  by  large  congregations  from  this 
and  adjoining  counties,  both  in  Iowa  and  Nebraska.  Its  ob- 
ject was  to  promote  concert  of  action  among  Christians 
of  all  denominations.  September  6th,  the  first  anniversary 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  was  held.  Rev. 
Geo.  L.  Little  was  re-elected  president. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  the  Odd  Fellows  celebrated  the  49th 
anniversary  of  their  order.  A  large  delegation  from  the 
lodges  in  Omaha  were  met  by  the  members  of  our  own 
lodge  in  the  western  part  of  the  city,  and  thence  all  marched 
in  procession,  in  full  regalia,  to  the  Methodist  church.  Here 
several  addresses  wrere  delivered,  after  which  the  procession 
re-formed  and  proceeded  to  the  court  house,  where  an  ex- 
cellent dinner  had  been  prepared  for  all,  by  the  ladies.  The 
day  was  fine,  and  the  celebration  passed  off  very  success- 
fully. The  order  rapidly  increased  in  numbers  during  the 
year. 
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The  Council  Binds  Daily  and  Weekly  Democrat  made  its 
first  appearance  on  the  3d  of  May,  1868.  Its  publishers 
were  Alf.  S.  Kierolf  &  Co.  It  was  an  exceedingly  earnest 
democratic  organ,  and  in  its  editorials  attacked  its  oppo- 
nents with  unsparing  vigor.  Nor  did  it  confine  its  censures 
to  political  enemies  only,  but  often  attacked  friend  and  foe 
alike.  In  September,  Kierolf  &  Co.  sold  out  to  B.  F.  Mont- 
gomery, who  published  it  a  few  weeks,  but  on  the  first  of 
October  Kierolf  again  assumed  charge,  and  finally  pulJished 
his  last  number  on  the  31st  of  that  month,  under  the  title 
of  "  Bed  Hot"  In  December  the  press  and  material  were 
sold  to  M.  II.  Pomeroy,  on  a  mortgage,  and  lay  idle  for 
some  months. 

On  the  25th  day  of  June,  1868,  a  special  election  was  held 
in  Council  Bluffs,  at  which  a  resolution  was  adopted  appro- 
priating $20,000,  of  the  §60,000  loan  of  1866,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  steam  fire  engine,  and  the  necessary  apparatus 
connected  therewith,  and  for  furnishing  a  supply  of  water, 
and  the  erection  of  an  engine  house.  The  full  amount  of 
bonds  voted  was  issued,  the  engine  house  built,  and  the 
other  apparatus  procured.  The  new  steam  fire  engine  ar- 
rived on  the  17th  of  September.  It  was  duly  and  fully 
tested  by  the  firemen,  and  pronounced  all  right.  A  hand 
engine  was  also  purchased,  and  a  second  engine  house  built 
during  the  following  year. 


[to  be  continued.  1 
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ORIGIN  OF  THE  MISSOURI  WAR  (1839)  IN  A  LAND  GRAB. 


FRAUDULENT    TITLES  NUMEROUS    CLAIMS  —  SCHEME    OF  THE 

SPECULATORS  TO  ENLARGE  THEIR  HALF-BREED  RESERVE  BY 
REMOVING  THE  BOUNDARY  OF  MISSOURI  FARTHER  NORTH  — 
THE  SCHEME  FAILS. 


BY  SUEL  FOSTER. 


[Continued  from  page  447.  J 


CHAPTER  II. 

AFTER  Davenport,  Le  Claire,  &  Co.  had  at  that  time 
bought  all  the  half-breed  owners  they  could  then 
find  conveniently,  being  some  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  acres  of  choice  land  in  the  south  part  of  Lee 
county,  lying  in  the  fork  of  the  Mississippi  and  Des  Moines 
rivers,  there  were  yet  remaining  a  few  owners  not  bought 
out. 

It  was  soon  noised  abroad  what  a  grand  speculation  there 
was  in  these  half-breed  lands,  so  a  similar  scramble,  as  for 
California  gold,  was  made,  to  find  and  buy  out  the  remain- 
ing six  or  eight  shares.  Very  fortunate  for  the  wild  schemes 
of  the  speculators,  some  of  the  rightful  owners  had  died 
in  these  four  years  since  the  reserve  was  made,  and  their 
heirs  were  numerous. 

Some  of  the  half-breeds  thought  it  a  fine  thing  to  sell 
their  right  to  that  little  country,  which  was  not  much  of  a 
hunting  land  after  all,  so  they  sold  a  second,  and  third  time. 
Like  intoxication  (and  they  generally  went  together)  they 
liked  to  sell  "  early  and  often." 

In  this  way  these  titles  were  'multiplied  from  between 
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forty  and  fifty,  or  as  it  was  afterwards  admitted  that  there 
might  be  over  sixty  true  titles,  they  were  increased  up  to 
over  three  hundred.  Fine  picking  for  lawyers,  to  further 
mystify  such  a  snarl  of  titles. 

Some  hundred  or  so  of  these  unscrupulous  "land  grab- 
bers," finding  their  stock  considerably  "  watered,"  next 
went  to  work  to  see  what  their  purchases  consisted  of.  It 
was  all  that  parcel  of  land  from  the  mouth  of  the  Des  Moines 
river  as  far  up  as  where  the  north  line  of  the  3tate  of  Mis- 
souri meets  that  river:  thence  east  to  the  Mississippi  river; 
thence  with  the  shore  of  said  river  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning. It  was  discovered  that  the  north  line  of  Missouri  was 
rather  indefinitely  fixed,  by  the  wording. of  the  act  of  con- 
gress, running  from  the  northwest  corner  of  the  state,  in  a 
due  line  towards  the  head  of  the  "  Des  Moines  river  rapids." 
There  were  two  rock  rapids  in  the  Mississippi  river,  the 
lower,  known  as  the  "  Des  Moines  river  rapids,"  and  the 
upper  as  the  "  Rock  river  rapids."  About  this  time  it  was 
discovered  that  there  was  a  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river, 
in  Van  Buren  county,  some  fifteen  miles  further  up  than 
where  the  line  of  the  state  of  Missouri  met  the  river,  or  by 
a  direct  north  line  from  Missouri  about  ten  miles.  These 
land  speculators  at  once  concluded  that  everybody  had  been 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  northern  boundary  of  Mis- 
souri had  any  reference  to  a  rapids  in  the  Mississippi,  when 
the  fact  was  that  there  was  a  rapids  in  the  Des  Moines  river, 
and  that  was  the  Des  Moines  river  rapids  intended  by  the 
act  of  congress.  This  would  add  about  ten  miles  in  width 
right  through  the  middle  of  Lee  county,  and  more  than 
double  the  quantity  of  land  in  the  half-breed  tract.  This 
was  a  splendid  scheme  for  those  sixty  genuine  rights,  which 
had  been  so  liberally  "  watered"  by  two  hundred  spurious 
titles. 

Notice  was  immediately  given  to  the  good  people  of  Mis- 
souri, that  they  had  a  beautiful  strip  of  country  in  the 
southern  part  of  Iowa  Territory.  Clark  county,  Missouri, 
lay  immediately  south  of  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  and  the 
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northern  counties  of  Missouri  extended  north  to  the  north 
line  of  the  state.  There  were  a  good  many  settlers  in  that 
part  of  Van  Buren  county,  now  claimed  by  Missouri.  Addi- 
tions were  speedily  made  to  the  tax  books  of  Clark  county, 
and  their  sheriff  was  sent  up  into  their  newly  discovered 
country  to  collect  taxes.  The  people  of  Van  Buren  county 
resisted,  and  the  Clark  county  sheriff  distrained  some  cattle, 
and  was  driving  them  south,  when  a  posse,  under  the  Van 
Buren  county  sheriff,  took  Mr.  Clark  county  sherin>and  for 
fear  the  Missourians  would  rescue  him,  they  kept  him  mov- 
ing north.  At  Burlington  Governor  Lucas  ordered  the 
Missouri  sheriff*  to  be  taken  further  north,  up  to  Muscatine, 
for  the  Governor  of  Missouri  had  ordered  out  the  militia  to 
go  and  retake  their  sheriff,  who  had  been  kidnapped  from 
their  own  state  while  in  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 
Governor  Lucas  now  made  haste  in  ordering  out  the  Iowa 
militia  to  go  into  Van  Buren  county  to  defend  the  southern 
borders  of  our  territory  from  the  invasion  of  the  "  Pukes  " 
from  Missouri. 

Messengers  were  sent  by  the  Governor  in  every  direction, 
with  orders  to  enroll  the  militia,  bring  them  into  line,  and 
march  immediately  for  the  44  seat  of  war."  The  drums  rat- 
tled, the  fifes  whistled,  and  the  bugles  blowed, — "  To  arms, 
boys,  to  arms  !"  Volunteers  came  forward,  captains  were 
made,  the  draft  began,  and  stout  men  quailed  and  hid  away 
for  fear  of  death. 

J.  E.  Fletcher,  of  Muscatine,  was  commissioned  brigadier 
general,  and  ordered  to  call  out  his  entire  brigade.  The 
country  at  that  time  was  very  thinly  settled,  and  all  the 
soldiers  of  his  brigade  who  appeared  did  not  amount  to 
over  five  or  six  companies.  They  were  put  under  com- 
mand of  Col.  John  Vanater.  A  company  of  cavalry  was 
organized,  called  the  Muscatine  dragoons,  and  S.  C  Hast- 
ings chosen  captain,  and  J.  W.  Brady  lieutenant. 

I  was  an  invalid  at  that  time,  just  recovering  from  a  bil- 
ious attack,  and  was  at  the  boarding  house  of  Mr.  Josiah 
Parvin,  the  father  of  Professor  T.  S.  Parvin,  at  the  same 
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house  where  the  sheriff  prisoner  from  Missouri  was  board- 
ing, who  had  his  liberty  on  parole  of  honor.  I  bad  a  sort 
of  stupid  dumb  ague  lingering  about  me,  and  thought  I 
needed  aetion  and  excitement,  and  told  my  friends  T  thought 
of  enlisting  in  the  dragoons.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parvin  remon- 
strated strongly,  and  said  it  would  be  the  deatli  of  me  to  go 
out  in  camp  that  cold  winter  weather  in  December,  the 
snow  being  about  six  inches  deep,  and  the  thermometer 
down  to  zero;  but  my  country  called  me.  I  fouad  a  nice 
little  black  pony,  and  a  good  messmate,  in  the  person  of  D. 
R.  Warfield,who  had  a  splendid  coon  robe,  and  I  furnished 
th-e  blankets.  So  we  mounted  and  formed  into  the  line  of 
Captain  Hastings'  company  of  dragoons,  and  I  wras  imme- 
diately made  second  corporal.  This  raised  me  above  the 
privates,  and  raised  my  ambition  some,  and  improved  my 
health. 

Fire  arms  were  scarce,  and  if  we  should  stop  to  look 
them  up  it  would  delay  us  in  getting  to  the  seat  of  war,  be- 
sides they  would  be  troublesome  to  carry.  I  got  hold  of  a 
little  crooked  sword,  about  the  shape  of  a  half  of  a  barrel 
hoop,  and  buckled  that  on  to  support  the  dignity  of  my 
office. 

The  infantry,  baggage  wagons,  and  military  stores,  with 
a  barrel  marked  "  vinegar"  started  on  some  twTo  hours  ahead 
of  the  dragoons,  for  we  had  considerable  delay,  in  conse- 
quence of  some  of  our  drafted  men  deserting,  and  we  had  a 
good  deal  of  trouble  to  get  our  company  out  of  town.  Cap- 
tain Hastings  had  a  long  Indian  spear,  with  a  few  red  and 
blue  ribbons  tied  to  it,  a  formidable  looking  wTe'apon.  He 
succeeded  in  getting  his  company  out  of  town,  and  took  the 
road  in  the  rear,  and  swore  he  would  run  the  first  man 
through  who  attempted  to  desert. 

We  rode  briskly  on  about  twrenty  miles,  to  the  Iowa  river, 
below  opposite  Wapello,  where  a  halt  was  called  to  camp 
for  the  night.  The  infantry,  baggage  wagons,  dragoons, 
and  all  came  up  in  good  order.  Supper  was  got,  consisting 
of  fried  pork  and  short-cake ;  the  snow  was  scraped  away, 
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and  tho  blankets  and  robes  spread  down  ready  for  camping. 
We  bad  a  littlo  drum  major,  who  had  for  some  time  been 
honored  by  the  title  of  "The  Duke."  Well,  that  evening, 
by  some  unaccountable  mistake,  the  Duke's  drum-head  was 
broken  in,  and  tbc  drum  used  as  a  vessel  of  dishonor.  Dr. 
Eli  Keynolds,  the  surgeon  of  the  regiment,  in  crossing  the 
Iowa  river  that  evening  on  the  ice,  broke  in,  but  was  pulled 
out,  having  taken  a  cool  bath  in  a  zero  night.  A  few  hours' 
60und  sleep  that  night  drove  away  all  stupidity  and  dumb 
ague.  Breakfast  over,  the  camp  was  raised,  the  river'crossed 
in  safety,  by  dragging  the  loaded  wagons  o.ver  by  hand,  and 
we  were  soon  on  our  line  of  march. 

This  night  we  halted  at  Flint  creek  bottom.  We  were 
building  hVes  and  preparing  for  camping,  when  the  drum 
and  fife  was  heard  coming  over  the  Flint  hills,  and  soon  the 
Iowa  grays,  under  command  of  Captain  J.  W.  Grimes,  who 
bore  the  sad  news  that  peace  was  declared.  But  our  ambi- 
tion and  courage  was  raised  even  higher  at  the  news  of 
peace,  and  we  were  ordered  to  reload  our  wagons  and  take 
up  our  line  of  march  to  Burlington,  about  three  miles. 

I  believe  I  never  saw  a  wilder  set  of  men  and  greater 
carousal  than  there  was  that  night  in  the  city  of  Burlington. 
It  was  then  the  capital  of  the  territory.  The  legislature 
was  then  in  session,  occupying  the  new  brick  Methodist 
church  for  the  house  of  representatives,  on  the  floor  of 
which  most  of  our  soldiers  were  permitted  to  camp  that 
night. 

The  two  high  contending  parties  agreed  to  submit  their 
difficulty  to  congress,  and  stop  the  effusion  of  blood,  just 
before  blood  wTas  shed.  Congress  appointed  a  commissioner 
and  authorized  the  Governor  of  Missouri  to  appoint  one, 
and  the  Governor  of  Iowa  to  appoint  one,  to  run  the  bound- 
ary line  between  the  state  and  territory,  in  conformity  with 
the  act  of  congress  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the 
Union.  Dr.  James  Davis  was  the  commissioner  for  Iowa. 
These  commissioners  had  no  difficulty  in  agreeing  to  settle 
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it  upon  the  old  original  line,  which  had  been  accepted  as 
the  true  lino  for  nearly  twenty  years. 

Thus  ended  the  Missouri  war  and  the  foolish  sohoine  of 
the  half-breed  land  speculators!  who  should  have  been  in- 
dicted for  getting  up  a  riot,  sedition,  and  mutiny,  and  im- 
prisoned until  their  rights  to  the  half-breed  lands  were  out- 
lawed. 


INCIDENTS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  EAELY  SETTLEMENT  GT 
MAKION  COUNTY. 


BY  WM.  M.  DONNEL. 


DUEING  the  year  1848  a  saw  and  grist  mill  was  erected 
on  South  Cedar  river,  on  what  is  now  the  site  of  the 
pleasant  and  nourishing  town  of  Marysville,  in  Liberty 
township.  It  was  built,  owned,  and  operated  by  Josiah 
Brobst,  and  was  at  times  resorted  to  by  persons  rrom  a  great 
distance  for  breadstuff.  Particularly  during  the  spring  and 
summer  of  1851  many  came  from  Warren,  Lucas,  Jasper,  and 
Mahaska  counties,  some  with  ox  reams,  and  waited  many 
tedious  days  and  nights  to  get  a  supply  of  corn  ground  for 
their  needy  families  at  home.  The  Hood  of  that  season  had 
thrown  many  other  mills  out  of  repair,  or  otherwise  ren- 
dered them  useless  for  the  time  being,  compelling  a  resort 
to  this,  under  extreme  difficulties,  and  for  some  time  the 
mill  ran  constantly  day  and  night  to  supply  the  urgent  de- 
mand. Then  it  was  no  pleasant  situation  to  be  the  propri- 
etor of  this  establishment,  and  Mr.  Brobst  was  not  the  man 
to  feel  the  responsibility  less  than  any  other.  When  cus- 
tomers would  come  from  afar  with  their  limited  supply  of 
9 


54G 


ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 


[JULY, 


corn,  and  anxiously  inquire  when  they  could  get.  it  ground, 
it  was  hard  to  doom  them  to  wait  their  turn,  perhaps  a 
week  or  more.  And  it  was  harder  still  to  witness  the  ex- 
pression of  dispair  that  settled  upon  the  countenances  of 
some  whose  peculiar  necessities  made  the  indispensable  rule 
the  hardest  to  hear,  or  to  witness  the  tears  of  others  who 
hopefully  begged  for  a  suspension  of  the  rule  as  a  special 
favor,  to  the  extent  of  a  small  supply  of  meal  for  present 
emergencies.  At  this  time  Mr.  Brobst  had  some  corn  for 
sale,  and  kindly  furnished  it  to  his  most  needy  customers 
for  fifty  cents  per  bushel,  while  others  who  had  it  to  spare, 
even  in  greater  abundance,  took  advantage  of  the  pressing 
demand  and  charged  one  dollar  per  bushel. 

During  the  great  flood  of  1851  this  mill  was  much  damaged 
by  being  isolated  from  the  main  land,  water  having  cut  a 
channel  between  it  and  the  shore.  However,  the  mill  stood 
firmly  upon  its  foundation,  though  nine  times  did  the  water 
submerge  the  floor,  and  each  time  leave  a  coating  of  black 
mud  upon  it.  But  so  soon  as  the  water  subsided  sufficiently, 
a  number  of  neighbors  were  invited  to  assist  in  filling  up 
the  breach.  This  was  done  with  logs,  brush,  and  earth,  and 
occupied  a  day  or  two. 

When  the  job  was  completed,  it  was  decided  by  some  of 
the  young  men  who  composed  the  main  force  in  its  per- 
formance to  have  a  little  jollification  of  their  own.  This 
they  signified  to  the  proprietor  of  the  mill,  Mr.  Brobst,  who 
readily  agreed  thereto,  and  added  material  aid  in  the  shape 
of  a  jug  of  whisky  and  a  bucket  of  doughnuts. 

The  leading  spirits  of  this  jolly  assembly  were  Jonathan 
Willard,  F.  Manhart,  Peter  Kline,  and  John  B.  Ely,  and 
their  place  for  holding  forth  was  in  a  small  room  in  the  mill. 
As  it  happened,  the  Rev.  Hiram  Moon  was  there,  waiting 
for  a  grist  of  corn,  and  had  taken  up  his  lodging  for  the 
night  on  a  cot  in  that  room.  It  was  evident  that  his  rever- 
ence would  be  in  the  way,  and  it  was  decided  to  remove 
him.  He  was,  however,  loth  to  abandon  his  bed,  and  after 
much  ineffectual  parley  with  him  the  boys  took  him  up  and 
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stowed  him  away  in  a  corn-bin  that  flanked  one  Bide  of  the 
room.  Here  lie  concluded  it  would  be  safer  to  remain 
above  the  din  and  reckless  carnival  that  followed,  enjoying 
it  some  in  spite  of  his  sanctity  and  loss  of  sleep.  A  one- 
stringed  liddle  had  been  provided  for  the  occasion,  and  one 
of  the  company  sawed  out  of  it  the  best  music  that  such  an 
instrument  would  make,  and  all  the  rest  danced  to  it  in  the 
most  indiscriminate  manner  imaginable,  varying  the  per- 
formance with  many  rough  tussels,  singing,  and  laughter, 
and  frequent  resorts  to  the  jug.  The  last  mentioned  per- 
formance was  a  source  of  much  anxiety  on  the  part  of  a 
sober-minded  member  of  the  party,  named  Jacob  Storm- 
baugh,  who  seemed  to  consider  his  presence  necessary  to 
impose  restraint  upon  the  others.  Apparently  to  him  the 
boys  were  becoming  recklessly  drunk,  and  were  fast  passing 
into  that  state  of  insanity  that  would  make  them,  dangerous 
to  each  other,  and  it  was  amusing  to  them  to  hear  howpite- 
ously  be  would  implore  them  not  to  drink  any  more.  For 
this  reason  his  pleadings  made  their  applications  to  the  jug 
more  frequent,  though  (unknown  to  him)  their  drinks  were 
little  more  than  make-believes.  Thus  the  party  caroused 
until  midnight,  when  they  adjourned  in  good  order,  all  whole, 
much  to  the  relief  of  their  reverend  auditor  and  the  sober 
Jacob. 

On  another  occasion  the  boys  had  a  mind  for  sport,  and 
Jonathan  Willard,  in  consequence  of  his  simplicity  and 
good  nature,  was  made  the  subject.  Jonathan  always 
claimed  that  he  liked  fun,  even  at  his  own  expense,  and  on 
this  occasion  he  even  sw^ore  he  liked  it,  though  it  was  served 
to  bim  in  the  rough.  Jonathan  had  a  fine  suit  of  clothes, 
capped  ofT  with  a  stove-pipe  hat,  and,  on  the  occasion 
alluded  to,  was,  with  other  jovial  companions  above  men- 
tioned, assembled  at  the  mill  for  an  evening's  rough  enter- 
tainment. To  begin  with  Jonathan,  one  of  them  (J.  B. 
Ely)  took  his  tall  hat,  crammed  it  full  of  shavings  and  made 
a  bon-tire  of  it,  while  the  others  took  down  a  wide  door  and 
sat  the  owner  of  the  hat  upon  it.    This  done  they  all  pro- 
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ceeded  to  give  him  a  free  ride.  By  the  united  efforl  -  of  the 
company  he  was  hoisted  rapidly  into  the  air,  two  or  three 
feet  clour  of  the  door,  down  upon  which  he  would  come 
again  with  a  spat  and  a  grunt,  decidedly  amusing  to  the 
other  performers.  Thus  they  kept  him  going  up  and  down, 
till  they  became  weary  of  the  exercise.  Hut  the  final  de- 
scent was  the  hardest.  At  a  given  signal  the  door  was 
dropped  and  poor  Jonathan  was  almost  bewildered  with  the 
shock,  but  on  recovering  he  was  in  the  best  of  humor  and 
swore  lie  liked  fun.  They  had  burned  his  best  fiat,  and 
almost  tossed  the  life  out  of  him,  and  he  liked  it  because  it 
was  done  in  sport. 

At  another  time,  Jonathan  Willard  and  John  B.  Ely  came 
to  a  mutual  agreement  to  escort  a  couple  of  ladies  home 
from  church.  They  were  a  widow  and  her  daughter.  Jon- 
athan preferred  to  accompany  the  daughter,  leaving  Ely, 
though  a  young  man,  no  choice  but  the  widow.  The  par- 
ties were  all  on  horseback,  and  Jonathan  was  in  his  best 
suit,  even  to  kid  gloves,  and  in  fine  spirits,  but  the  way  was 
rough  and  fearfully  muddy.  But,  after  some  adventures, 
they  safely  reached  the  home  of  the  ladies,  where  they  re- 
mained till  next  day.  During  the  night  it  rained  heavily, 
,  and  the  streams  were  so  Hooded  as  to  make  the  homeward 
journey  of  the  young  men  quite  adventurous.  On  reaching 
a  narrow,  crooked  channel,  filled  with  a  swift  current  of 
muddy  water,  Jonathan  dismounted  and  stepped  over  it. 
Ely,  however,  remained  in  his  saddle,  and  urged  the  horse 
to  leap  it.  But  the  animal  somehow  made  a  mis-step  and 
dropped  into  the  channel,  leaving  Ely  standing  astride  of  it, 
he  having  dexterously  lodged  a  foot  on  each  bank  as  his 
horse  sank  from  under  him.  His  bestrided  situation  was 
neither  a  pleasant  nor  safe  one,  as  it  required  some  critical 
efibrt  to  get  out  of  it.  Here,  however,  like  a  minature 
colossus, he  stood  artride  the  channel  long  enough  to  witness 
the  worst  predicament  that  Jonathan  got  into.  Jonathan, 
apparently  absorbed  in  the  efforts  of  Ely's  horse  to  get  out, 
made  one  step  too  far  backward  toward  a  short  bend  of  the 
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treacherous  current,  and  went  into  it  neck  deep,  with  his 
best  clothes  on.  He  came  out  in  a  sorry  looking  plight,  bul 
merry  withal,  and  both,  after  having  recovered  a  safer  foot- 
ing on  terra  fir  ma  and  their  steeds,  went  on  their  way  re- 
joicing, 9 


ONE  OP  THE  OLD  SETTLERS  OP  IOWA. 


R.  John  Box,  of  Floris,  Davis  county,  came  to  Fort 


JL  *  JL  Madison,  Lee  county,  Iowa,  on  the  7th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1833,  himself  and  wife  being  the  first  white  settlers 
south  of  Skunk  river.  All  their  children  living  (four  in 
number)  were  born  in  Iowa.  The  eldest,  D.  F.  Box,  was 
the  second  white  child  born  in  Lee  county,  Mr.  Samuel 
Ayers,  now  deputy  auditor  of  state,  being  the  first.  Mr. 
Box  is  seventy-three  years  old,  and  his  wife,  the  faithful 
companion  of  his  toils  and  triumphs,  is  now  sixty.  They 
lived  in  a  log  cabin  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Mississippi 
some  thirteen  years,  and  during  that  time,  without  moving, 
lived  in  the  territories  of  Michigan,  of  Wisconsin,  of  Iowa, 
and  the  state  of  Iowa.  His  nearest  neighbors  were  seven 
miles  off,  but  considered  close  then.  Mrs.  Box  moved  in 
the  first  society  before  she  came  to  Iowa,  and  in  after  years, 
when  her  daughters  were  grown  up,  she  rehearsed  to  them 
her  early  history,  and  said  she  was  better  off  then  when  she 
had  parlor,  sitting-room,  kitchen,  and  corn  crib  all  in  one 
room,  than  they  were  now  when  they  had  them  all  separate. 

The  first  paper  published  in  the  state  was  the  Fort  Madi- 
son Pioneer,  or  Courier,  issued  first  in  the  spring  of  1835,  and 
edited  by  a  Mr.  Edwards.  Mr.  Box  was  the  first  postmaster 
in  Iowa,  and  paid  for  carrying  the  mail  from  (Flint  Hills) 
Burlington  and  Montrose  to  Fort   Madison,  for  twelve 
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months,  at  sixteen  dollars  per  month,  to  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Wm.  Wyant,  eighty-two  years  of  age.  The  first  court 
organized  in  Iowa  was  in  the  year  1885.  Wm.  Morgan  was 
chief  justice,  Samuel  Hughes  first  assistant,  and  John  For- 
rest second.  Mr.  Box  being  postmaster,  received  the  first 
orders  for  the  opening  of  the  court,  which  was  to  be  done 
at  Burlington  on  such  a  day  and  hour,  and  lie  was  selected 
as  one  of  the  first  grand  jurors.  He  also  received  notice 
that  Zeddik  Ingram  was  appointed  the  first  sheriff  of  Des 
Moines  county.  J.  B.  Teaze  was  the  prosecuting  attorney. 
Richard  Cheny  was  the  first  criminal  arraigned  at  the  bar, 
for  stealing  a  barrel  of  eggs,  at  Quincy,  Illinois.  The  court 
was  held  in  a  log  house.  Ingram  (sheriff)  appeared  in  due 
time  with  the  prisoner,  who  was  incarcerated  in  an  old  log 
house,  with  logs  and  rails,  and  in  due  time  was  arraigned, 
and  in  the  prosecution  of  the  case  the  question  of  jurisdic- 
tion came  up,  the  foreman  of  the  jury  Mr.  Box,  holding  the 
case  to  be  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  which  the 
judges  finally  agreed  was  a  correct  rendering  of  Blackstone, 
and  the  prisoner  was  released. 

The  next  case  on  the  docket  was  the  arrest  of  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Danwiddie,  for  murder.  He  was  tried,  found 
guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged,  for  killing  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Compton.  But  a  hundred  men  plead  for  his  life, 
and  he  was  set  at  liberty.  All  this  was  the  work  of  the  first 
day's  sitting  of  the  court,  and  shows  the  dispatch  with  which 
such  things  were  disposed  of  in  the  early  days. 

Mr.  Box  saw  ex-Governor  Grimes  and  Mr  Starr  when 
they  first  came  to  Iowa,  in  December,  1838.  The  first  legis- 
lature for  the  Wisconsin  territory  (now  Iowa)  convened  at 
Belmont,  in  the  winter  of  1836,  under  Henry  Dodge  as 
Governor,  (the  father  of  A.  C.  Dodge,  of  Burlington),  and 
Mr.  Box  was  a  member  of  that  honorable  body.  In  June, 
1837,#the  first  legislature  met  at  Burlington,  for  Iowa  terri- 
tory, and  petitioned  congress  to  be  set  off  as  such. 

Mr.  Box  has  figured  conspicuously  in  the  early  settlement 
of  the  state,  and  has  a  large  stock  of  rich  reminiscences  of 
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his  early  pioneer  life,  lie  says  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
John  C.  Breckenridge  when  he  was  campaigning  at  Bur- 
lington for  Van  Bnren,  as  against  Harrison. 

He  was  conversant  with  all  the  facts  related  in  a  hook  en- 
titled, "Banditti  of  the  Prairie,"  their  murder  of  Col.  Dav- 
enport, and  others.  He  says  he  helped  move  the  first  white 
6ettler  into  Fort  Dcs  Moines,  then  a  frontier  post.  His 
name  was  Joseph  Morrison. 


PILGKIMS  AND  OLD  SETTLERS. 


The  following  poem,  composed  by  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Grant, 
was  read  at  the  Old  Settlers'  Reunion,  at  ISTevin,  Adair 
county,  June  19th,  1873  :  — 

FROM  native  shore  by  tempest  driven,  . 
The  Pilgrim  fathers  fled, 
To  seek  a  home  where  they  might  dwell, 
!Nor  earthly  monarch  dread. 

They  chose  the  Lord  to  be  their  king,  - 
Their  captain  and  their  guide ; 
And  trusting  in  his  arm  alone, 
They  launched  upon  the  tide. 

"We've  stood  upon  the  rock-bound  shore, 
And  viewed  the  mighty  flood, 
That  bore  those  Christian  heroes  o'er  — 
Those  servants  of  the  Lord. 

Stood  where  on  desert  sands  they  knelt, 
By  waters  cold  and  rude, 
Alone  upon  the  dreary  strand 
Of  ocean's  solitude. 
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We'vt!  stood  upon  the  very  rock 
Their  worthy  feet  once  pressed  ; 
Grateful  that  you  —  their  honored  sons  — 
Were  with  such  sires  blest. 

God,  whose  designs  are  all  for  good  — 
Whose  purposes  arc  true  — 
Had  safely  brought  them  o'er  the  sea, 
A  glorious  work  to  do. 

Nor  lack  of  food,  nor  bitter  cold, 
Nor  storm,  nor  savage  foe, 
Could  swerve  them  from  their  purposes, 
Two  hundred  years  ago. 

The  red  man  fled  —  the  forest  fell  — 
Darkness  gave  way  to  light; 
They  planted  on  New  England's  soil 
The  principles  of  right. 

From  such  beginnings  —  small  and  weak  — 

A  nation  great  and  strong 

Arose  to  bless  those  worthy  names 

We  here  extol  in  song. 

But  there  are  those  of  modern  times, 
Who  claim  our  songs  as  well 
As  Puritans,  whose  noble  deeds 
We  ever  love  to  tell. 

'Tis  of  New  England's  sons  we  speak, 
And  daughters  fair  and  good ; 
Who  now  possess  this  virgin  soil, 
Where  once  the  red  man  stood. 

You  left  New  England's  sunny  hills, 
And  friends  and  kindred  dear  — 
The  comforts  of  your  eastern  homes, 
For  want  and  trial  here. 
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Beyond  the  Mississippi's  tide 
You  sought  these  prairies  green, 
Where  not  a  plow  had  turned'tbe  sod, 
Nor  white  man's  herds  been  seen, 

With  strong  and  willing  hands  to  toil, 
And  patient  hearts  to  bear, 
You  came  to  make  these  pleasant  homes, 
And  rear  these  children  fair. 

Well  nigh  a  score  of  years  have  fled, 
Since  that  eventful  day, 
You  left  those  scenes  of  early  youth, 
And  westward  sped  your  way. 

These  cultured  fields,  and  shady  groves, 
These  vines,  and  fruitful  iields, 
Attest  you've  folded  not  your  hands, 
Nor  idly  sought  your  ease. 

But  through  these  long  eventful  years, 
You've  toiled  with  purpose  true, 
And  God  has  kindly  blessed  the  work 
He  gave  you  strength  to  do. 

We've  met  to-day  —  a  friendly  group  

To  dwell  in  friendly  chat, 

On  cares  and  labors  of  the  past, 

And  speak  of  this  and  that. 

Here  some  are  in  man's  middle  day, 
And  mothers,  at  whose  side 
Prattle  the  little  ones — yet  to  be 
The  nation's  hope  and  pride. 

And  some  who've  borne  the  burden  long, 
Whose  locks  are  silvered  o'er  — 
Fast  passing  down  the  hill  of  life  — 
And  near  the  other  shore. 
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These  children  here  we  see  to-day, 
Will  fill  our  places  soon, 
You  who  are  in  the  eve  of  life, 
And  we  who  are  near  the  noon. 

May  bonds  of  love  our  hearts  unite  — 
A  threefold  cord  and  strong  — 
Nor  old  acquaintance  be  forgot, 
But  be  remembered  Ion £. 

May  robes  of  Charity  full  large, 
Be  o'er  a  brother  thrown, 
It's  ample  folds  we  oftimes  need, 
To  cover  up  our  own. 

So  thus  in  union  may  we  live, 
Our  hearts  inspired  with  love, 
And  when  the  toil  of  life  is  o'er, 
We'll  find  a  home  above. 


AN  INDIAN  BUEIAL. 


THE  widow  of  Johny  Green  died  in  the  Indian  camp, 
on  the  Des  Moines  River,  one-half  mile  north-ea^t  of 
Tyson's  Mill,  Webster  county,  a  short  time  ago.  She  took 
sick  rather  suddenly,  and  after  a  short  illness  died.  She 
wasicept  four  or  five  days  owing  to  the  absence  of  her  son 
"Buck"  Green,  who  was  away  from  camp  at  the  time  trap- 
ping and  hunting.  When  he  arrived  at  the  camp  and  was 
informed  of  the  death  of  his  mother,  arrangements  were 
made  for  her  burial.    Four  white  men  who  had  observed 
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the  Indian  medicine  men  engaged  in  digging  the  grave,  told 
him  they  would  dig  the  grave  if  lie  would  allow  thorn  to  re- 
main and  witness  the  ceremonies,  which  oiler  he  readily  ac- 
cepted. After  the  grave  was  finished  the  men  proceeded  to 
the  camp  where  the  dead  woman  was  lying,  to  sec  them  go 
through  the  ceremonies,  which  were  commenced  by  laying 
the  old  Indian  woman  out  on  a  new  blue  blanket,  in  the  cen- 
ter of  the  tent,  after  which  "Buck"  Green  sang  several 
chants.  They  then  commenced  to  rattle  gourds,  filled  with 
Bhot,  and  continued  to  do  so  for  some  time.  All  of  a  sud- 
den the  rattling  ceased.  One  of  the  men  seated  near  one 
of  the  Indians,  asked  what  they  were  doing  now,  whereupon 
he  answered  that  they  stopped  the  gourds  to  " let  squaws 
cry."  The  white  men  then  picked  the  corpse  up  and  car- 
ried it  to  the  grave,  where  she  was  put  in  a  rude  coffin,  au 
old  blanket  being  put  under  her  head  by  one  of  the  squaws 
for  a  pillow,  after  which  every  thing  belonging  to  the  old 
squaw  was  placed  in  the  coffin  with  her  among  which  were 
a  small  bag  of  corn  and  some  herbs.  They  then  covered 
the  coffin  and  put  her  down  into  her  bed.  "Buck"  stood 
at  the  head  of  the  grave  looking  into  it  for  some  time,  when 
he  picked  up  a  handful  of  dirt,  and  threw  it  into  the  grave. 
"Knew  Top,"  and  others  did  the  same. 

"Buck"  again  sang  several  chants,  when  the  medicine 
man  commenced  to  till  up  the  grave  with  earth,  all  leaving 
the  grave  while  he  was  performing  this  duty.  Her  age  was 
eighty  years.  The  white  men  informed  us  that  every  thing 
was  done  with  much  respect  and  in  a  very  interesting  man- 
ner.—  Webster  City  Index, 
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"DES  MOINES." 


PROFESSOR  PARVTN  gives  to  the  Des  Moines  Repub- 
lican the  following  statement  in  regard  to  the  origin 
of  the  name  of  the  Des  Moines  River :  — 

Editor  :  —  In  your  issue  of  the  14th  of  April,  I  find  a  call 
upon  myself  for  the  origin  and  meaning  of  the  name  Des 
Moines.  I  was  absent  at  the  time,  hence  the  lateness  of  this 
response. 

Your  readers  will  find  in  Bancroft's  History  of  the  United 
States,  Vol.  III.,  page  158,  a  notice  of  the  discovery  of  the 
river  Des  Moines,  with  the  Indian  name  therefor.  And  a 
fuller  and  more  satisfactory  exposition  thereof  in  "Nicollet's 
Report  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  River,"  made  to  Congress 
February  16th,  1841,  and  published  in  1843.  As  this  most 
valuable  work  is  very  rare,  and  but  few,  if  any,  of  your 
readers  have  access  to  it,  permit  mo  to  extract  therefrom 
'  full}7  the  following  interesting  passages  (pages  22,  23)  rather 
than  attempt  an  abbreviation  or  the  use  of  language  of  my 
own. 

I  am  glad  to  see  an  inquiring  spirit  abroad  relative  to 
matters  touching  our  early  history,  and  shall  ever  be  happy 
to  aid  in  their  elucidation.  T.  S.  Parvin. 

Iowa  City,  May  3d,  1873. 


NICOLLET  —  DES  MOINES. 

The  Des  Moines  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  im- 
portant tributaries  of  the  Mississippi  north  of  the  Missouri ; 
and  the  metamorphosis  which  its  name  haa  undergone  from 
its  original  appellation  is  curious  enough  to  be  recorded. 

We  are  informed  that  Father  Marquette  and  Mr.  Joliet, 
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during  their  voyage  in  search  of  the  Mississippi,  having 
reached  the  distance  of  sixty  leagues  below  the  mouth  of 
.  the  Wisconsin,  observed  the  footprints  of  men  on  the  right 
side  of  the  great  river,  which  served  as  a  guide  to  those  two 
celebrated  explorers  to  the  discovery  of  an  Indian  trail,  or 
path,  leading  to  an  extensive  prairie,  and  which  they  deter- 
mined to  follow. 

Having  proceeded  about  two  leagues,  they  first  saw  one 
village  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  then  two  others  upon 
a  slope,  half  a  league  from  the  first.  The  travelers,  having 
halted  within  halting  distance,  were  met  by  the  Indians,  who 
offered  them  their  hospitalities,  and  represented  themselves 
as  belonging  to  the  Illinois  nation.- 

The  name  which  they  gave  to  their  settlement  was  Monin- 
gouinas  (or  Moingona,  as  laid  down  in  the  ancient  maps  of 
the  country^  and  is  a  corruption  of  the  Algonquin  word 
Mikouang,  signifying  at  the  road,  by  their  customary  elliptical 
manner  of  designating  localities,  alluding,  in  this  instance, 
to  the  well  known  road  in  this  section  of  the  country,  which 
they  used  to  follow  as  a  communication  between  the  head 
of  the  lower  rapids  and  their  settlement  on  the  river  that 
empties  itself  into  the  Mississippi,  to  avoid  the  rapids ;  and 
this  is  still  the  practice  of  the  present  inhabitants  of  the 
country. 

Now  after  the  French  had  established  themselves  on  the 
Mississippi,  they  adopted  this  name;  but  with  their  custom 
(to  this  day  that  of  the  Creoles)  of  only  pronouncing  the 
first  syllable,  and  applying  it  to  the  river,  as  well  as  to  the 
Indians  who  dwelt  upon  it ;  so  that  they  would  say  "  la  riviere 
des  Moins" — "  the  river  of  the  Moins  "  allez  chez  les  Moins" 
— to  go  to  the  Moins  (people).  But  in  latter  times  the  in- 
habitants associated  this  name  with  that  of  the  Trappest 
monks  (Moines  de  la  Trappe),  who  resided  with  the  Indians 
of  the  American  bottom. 

It  was  then  concluded  that  the  true  reading  of  the  riviere 
des  Moins  was  the  "  riviere  des  Moines  "  or  river  of  monks,  by 
which  name  it  is  designated  on  all  the  modern  maps. 
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The  Sioux  or  Ndakotah  Indians  call  the  Des  Moines  Tnyan- 
sha-sha-icatpa,  or  Redstone  river — from  inyant  stone ;  sha-i  hat 
reduplication  of  sha,  red;  and  watpa,  river.  They  call  the 
upper  east  fork  Inyan-sha-sha-icatjxi-sunkaku,  the  brother  of 
Redstone  river. 


THE  HISTOKICAL  SOCIETY. 


THE  State  Historical  Society  held  their  fifteenth  regular 
annual  meeting  at  the  rooms  of  the  society  in  Iowa 
City  on  Monday,  June  23d.  M.  W.  Davis,  Esq.,  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Emonds,  lion.  William  G.  Hammond,  Hon.  Thomas 
Hughes,  Robert  Hutchinson,  Esq.,  Henry  Murray,  M.  D., 
Rev.  S.  M.  Osmond,  Hon.  S.  E.  Paine,  and  Col.  S.  C.  Trow- 
bridge were  elected  members  of  the  Board  of  Curators  for 
two  years.  A  report  wras  submitted  by  the  board  to  the 
society,  showing  that  the  officers  had  not  been  idle,  and  that 
-the  society  had  made  as  much  progress  as  could  be  expected 
with  the  limited  means  at  their  control.  . 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  societ}'  the  members-elect 
of  the  board,  and  those  holding  over  who  were  present,  or- 
ganized by  the  election  of  Hon.  William  G.  Hammond  as 
president  of  the  board  and  of  the  society.  Prof.  II.  S.  Wel- 
ton  was  unanimously  re-elected  treasurer,  and  the  former 
secretary  was  re-chosen. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  Rev.  William  Salter, 
D.  D.,  of  Burlington,  delivered  the  annual  address  before 
the  society  in  the  chapel  hall  of  the  State  University.  The 
address,  which,  is  published  in  this  number  of  the  Annals, 
was  commemorative  of  the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of 
the  discovery  of  Iowa,  and  was  delivered  to  the  audience  in 
a  faultless  style  of  oratory,  in  strict  harmony  with  its  scho- 
lastic composition. 
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 Tun  Icarian  Colony,  the  remnant  of  the  followers  of  the  enthu- 
siastic French  reformer,  Etienne  Cabet,  is  located  near  Corning,  Adams 
county,  Iowa,  and  numbers  about  seventy  persons.  Cabet,  witli  four 
hundred  disciples,  came  from  France  to  Texas  in  1843,  then  removed  to 
Nauvoo,  purchasing  the  vacated  houses  of  the  Mormons.  Here  financial 
difficulties  beset  and  divided  them.  Cabet,  with  a  few  adherents,  started 
for  St.  Louis,  but  died  before  reaching  there,  and  was  buried  on  the  bank 
of  the  Mississippi  a  few  miles  above  that  city.  Those  of  his  former  band 
(about  two-thirds  in  number)  who  remained  at  Nauvoo,  soon  after  sold 
their  possessions,  paid  their  debts,  and  invested  their  remaining  funds 
in  four  thousand  acres  of  land  near  Corning,  where  they  have  ever  since 
prospered.  The  colony  is  now  under  the  presidency  of  A.  A.  Marchand, 
and  retain  two  thousand  acres  of  their  original  purchase,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  which  are  under  cultivation.  They  are  industrious 
and  moral,  tolerant  of  all  shades  of  religious  opinion,  hold  property  in 
common,  live  simply  and  as  one  family,  and  encourage  early  marriages. 

 Gen.  Ansel  Humphreys  died  at  his  residence  in  Muscatine  on  the 

21st  of  last  April  in  his  81st  year.  He  was  a  native  of  Hartford  county, 
Conn.,  but  removed  to  Muscatine  as  early  as  the  year  1840.  He  had 
been  sheriff  of  Muscatine  county,  served  one  term  in  the  state  senate, 
and  held  many  other  positions  of  honor  and  trust.  In  the  masonic 
order,  of  which  he  had  been  a  member  for  fifty-five  years,  he  was  a 
guiding  star  and  pillar.  He  had  been  thrice  married,  and  leaves  numer- 
ous descendants. 

 We  have  received  "  Collections  of  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society" 

Volume  I.,  being  a  republication  of  historical  sketches  issued  at  various 
times  previously  in  pamphlet  form.  As  now  presented  they  form  a  nice 
volume,  neatly  bound,  containing  many  articles  chiefly  relating  to  early 
explorations  in  the  northwest  of  permanent  value. 

 Mrs.  Ruiiama  Crandal,  aged  71,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  a 

resident  of  Muscatine  since  1S40,  died  at  her  home  in  Muscatine,  May 
9th,  1873. 

 Prof.  C.  C.  Parry,  M.  D.,  late  Botanist  of  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment at  Washington,  D.  C,  delivered  a  fine  historical  address  on  the 
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41  Early  Exploration  and  Settlement  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,"  at  I);lv- 

enporton  the  2lst  of  last  January,  which  has  been  published  in  a  pam- 
phlet for  the  benefit  of  the  Young  .Men's  Christian  A.-.^ociation  poor  fund. 

 John  Bendy,  a  veteran  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  a  resident  of  Dei 

Moines  county  for  thirty-five  years,  died  at  his  residence  near  Kossuth, 
May  5,  1873,  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of  his  age. 

 The  society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  held  their  sixth  re- 
Union  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  Nov.  20,21,  1872,  and  th3  toasts  and  speeches  of 
the  members  present,  and  the  letters  read  on  the  occasion  from  absent 
members,  are  now  published  in  an  elegantly  printed  and  bound  volume, 
embellished  with  a  line  steel  portrait  of  the  late  Gen.  Kobert  Anderson. 
A  copy  has  been  deposited  in  our  historical  library. 

 The  editor  of  the  Birmingham  Enterprise  has  a  copy  of  the"  Sciota 

Gazette,"  published  at  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  Dec.  17,  1804,  which,  outside  of 
the  historical  society's  collection,  is  perhaps  the  oldest  newspaper  in  the 
6tate. 

 We  shall  publish  in  the  October  number,  as  we  take  pleasure  in 

announcing,  a  biographical  sketch  of  the  Hon.  James  Grant,  of  Daven- 
port, accompanied  by  steel-engraved  portraits  of  himself  and  Mrs.  Grant. 
No  man  has  been  more  identified  with  the  early  history  of  Iowa,  or  left 
a  more  durable  impress  on  her  public  institutions,  than  Judge  Grant. 
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HONORABLE  JAMES  GRANT. 


THE  title  page  of  this  number  of  the  Annals  is  embel- 
lished with  a  finely  engraved  steel-plate  double  por- 
trait of  the  Hon.  James  Grant,  of  Davenport,  and  his  wife. 
Mr.  Grant  is  familiarly  known  throughout  the  north-west 
as  Judge  Grant,  and  by  this  title  we  shall  designate  him 
generally  in  this  imperfect  sketch,  which  has  been  hastily 
prepared  to  accompany  the  engraving. 

_  James  Grant  was  born  on  a  plantation  near  the  village 
of  Enfield,  Halifax  county,  North  Carolina,  December  12, 
1812.  His  father,  James  Grant,  was  the  son 'of  James 
Grant,  who  belonged  to  the  Highland  clan  of  Grants, 
fought  for  the  Pretender  at  the  battle  of  Cullodcn,  and  was 
transported  for  the  good  of  King  George  II.  with  fifteen 
hundred  others,  of  like  rebellious  opinions,  to  the  colony 
of  North  Carolina. 

His  mother,  Elizabeth  Whitaker  (Grant),  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mat.  C.  Whitaker,  of  Halifax  county,  who  emigrated 
*  to  North  Carolina  from  Warwick  county,  Virginia,  and 
who  wTas  a  lineal  clescendent  of  the  Rev.  Alexander  Whita- 
ker, an  Episcopal  minister,  who  was  one  of  the  first  Vir- 
ginia colonists,  and  who  baptized  Pocahontas.  Probably 
the  portrait  of  Alexander  Whitaker,  in  the  act  of  baptizing 
Pocahontas,  in  the  rotunda  of  the  capital,  at  Washington, 
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is  an  imaginary  one,  but  many  people  think  thai  it  bears  a 
striking  resemblance  to  the  Whitaker  family,  now  very 
numerous  in  North  Carolina,  and  which  numbers  among 
its  members  Mat.  Whitaker  Ransom,  a  senator  from  North 
Carolina,  and  a  son  of  a  sister  of  James  Grant's  mother. 

James  Grant  (the  chief  subject  of  this  sketch),  in  size  and 
personal  appearance,  in  a  broad  forehead,  with  small  fea- 
tures below,  bears  a  marked  resemblance  to  his  mother, 
and  from  her  inherits  both  mental  and  physical  peculiari- 
ties. He  bears  no  resemblance  to  his  father,  except  in  cer- 
tain expressions  of  the  countenance,  when  in  repose.  His 
father  was  a  man  of  large  body,  six  feet  high,  bony  and 
muscular.  He  was  born  to  affluence,  and  was  fatherless 
from  his  infancy.  Like  most  southern  young  men,  he  was 
not  inured  to  labor;  and  without  parents  to  guide  him,  and 
possessed  of  abundance,  he  studied  no  profession,  followed 
the  business  of  a  planter,  and  lost  his  estate  from  sheer  im- 
providence, before  his  son  was  twelve  years  old. 

Judge  Grant  was  the  second  of  eight  children.  There 
was  nothing  peculiar  about  him  in  infancy.  His  first  rec- 
ollection is  not  unlike  the  picture  we  see  of  the  boy  in  new 
boots.  He  remembers  when  his  frock,  as  it  was  called,  was 
discarded  for  breeches.  He  commenced  going  to  school 
the  January  after  he  was  eight  years  old.  On  Monday,  be- 
fore he  began,  his  mother  taught  him  his  letters.  In  ten 
months  he  could  spell  every  word  in  Walker's  dictionary. 
"He  was  precocious.  It  was  no  trouble  to  him  to  learn,  no 
matter  what  the  study.  He  would  occupy  no  place  in  his 
class  but  first,  and  when  his  lessons  were  learned  no  boy 
was  more  ready  for  play.  He  was  always  ready  to  play,  to 
fish,  to  hunt,  to  ride.  He  was  never  truant  from  school,  or 
from  any  duty,  but  always  wanted  his  own  way.  His  plays 
were  the  amusements  of  men.  He  wanted  a  gun  to  shoot 
large  game,  not  birds ;  to  hunt  the  fox  on  horseback,  and 
not  the  hare  on  foot.  The  schools  at  which  he  was  taught 
were  called  academies,  where  boys  were  fitted  for  college, 
and  where  Greek  and  Latin  were  taught,  to  the  exclusion 
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of  many  studies  now  properly  deemed  essentia]  to  a  com- 
mon education. 

At  thirteen  he  was  prepared  for  college,  and  taken  to  the 
university  of  his  native  state,  at  Chapel  Hill,  to  join  the 
freshman  class;  but  lie  was  so  email  that  the  venerable 
president,  who  had  taught  his  father,  advised  the  latter  to 
retain  him  at  home  for  two  years,  and  then  have  him  join 
an  advanced  class.  This  adviee  was  followed,  and  James 
Grant  entered  the  sophomore  class  of  1828,  having  for 
6chool-mates  among  others,  J.  D.  Hooper,  Thomas  Owen, 
Allen  and  Calvin  Jones,  Jacob  Thompson,  secretary  of  the 
interior  under  President  Buchanan,  and  James  M.  William- 
son, now  of  Memphis,  Tennessee.  Grant  was  taken  sick 
in  his  senior  year,  and  graduated,  with  a  class  of  thirteen 
others,  in  1831.  As  he  was  not  a  student  for  part  of  the 
year,  the  distinctions  of  the  class,  the  highest  of  which 
would  have  been  his,  were  conferred  on  Hooper  and  Calvin 
Jones. 

Young  Grant  was  a  diligent  student,  and  still  in  size  a 
boy,  with  classmates  young  men.  In  the  study  of  mathe- 
matics he  had  no  equal,  and  his  teachers  pronounced  him 
the  best  mathematician  ever  at  the  college,  up  to  that  time. 
Williamson,*  his  classmate,  whose  speech  at  Grant's  silver 
wedding  we  publish,  says  that  Grant  seemed  to  learn  intu- 
itively, and  so  rapidly  that  constant  and  diligent  study  was 
required  on  the  part  of  his  classmates,  and  sometimes  on 
the  part  of  his  teachers,  in  order  to  keep  out  of  his  way. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Grant  graduated  while  he  was  under 
eighteen.  After  graduating,  he  taught  school  three  years 
at  Raleigh,  and  emigrated  to  the  wrest  when  he  was  twenty- 
one.    He  is  the  only  one  of  his  class  who  emigrated  to  the 


♦James  M.  Williamson,  born  in  North  Carolina,  graduated  at  Chapel  Hill  in  1831.  He 
was  twice  elected  member  of  the  legislature  of  his  native  state,  the  first  time  before  he 
was  of  age,  and  twice  a  member  of  the  state  senate  of  Tennessee,  after  his  removal 
thither.  His  home  is  now  in  Memphis,  where  since  1850  he  has  been  an  active  business 
man,  in  the  legal  profession,  as  president  of  the  Memphis  and  Little  Rock  railroad,  and 
as  president  of  the  Bank  of  West  Tennessee,  lie  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  President 
Jackson's  administration  and  an  uncompromising  opponent  of  the  rebellion. 


504 


ANNALS  OF  IOWA. 


[  OOTOBBB, 


north-west,  and  ho  emigrated  because  he  hated  to  live  in  a 
slave  state. 

He  reached  Illinois  in  December  1888,  obtained  license 
to  practice  law  in  January  1884,  and  settled  in  Chicago, 
then  a  village  of  five  hundred  inhabitants,  in  April,  1834. 

Shortly  after  he  went  to  Chicago,  a  fiat-light  about  his 
first  client  brought  him  into  notice,  and  he  soon  acquired 
reputation  in  his  business.  His  combati veness  has  been 
eobered  by  age,  but  it  lias  not  left  him  entirely  yet.  He 
remained  in  Chicago  until  June,  18-38,  when  he  discovered 
that  the  lake  winds  impaired  his  health,  and  he  emigrated 
to  the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  selecting  Davenport,  in  Scott 
county,  for  his  future  home,  on  the  18th  of  June,  1888.  On 
the  23rd  of  June  Congress  created  the  territory  of  Iowa. 
On  the  8th  of  July,  ISol),  he  married  his  first  wife,  Sarah  E. 
Hubbard,  who  was  born  within  sound  of  the  waves  of  Ply- 
mouth Rock;  and  thus  the  Puritan  of  Massachusetts  and 
the  Cavalier  of  Virginia  were  united  in  the  cold  country  of 
the  north-west. 

His  first  wife  gave  birth  to  a  daughter,  who  died  in  1841, 
and  the  mother  followed  her  to  the  grave  in  June,  1842. 

In  January,  1844,  lie  was  married  to  Ada  C.  Hubbard, 
who  emigrated  from  Windsor,  Vermont,  to  Scott  county. 
She  died  in  child-birth,  in  June,  1846,  leaving  a  daughter, 
who  survived  her  mother  a  year. 

On  June  10th,  1848,  he  was  married  to  his  present  wife, 
Elizabeth  Brown  Leonard,  whose  silver  wedding  we  com- 
memorate by  this  sketch.  She  was  born  December  21st, 
1825,  in  the  town  of  Griswold,  New  London  county,  Con- 
necticut. Her  parents  were  James  and  Betsey  K.  (Brown) 
Leonard.  Her  father  emigrated  from  Connecticut  with  his 
family  in  October,  1838.  After  a  long  and  tedious  journey 
of  eight  weeks  by  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburg,  the 
Ohio  river,  and  St.  Louis,  they  all  crossed  in  safety  the  great 
Father  of  Waters  on  an  ice  bridge,  from  Savannah,  Illinois, 
to  Charleston  (now  Sabula),  Iowa,  the  12th  of  December, 
1838.    Sabula  was  the  home  of  her  father,  James  Leonard, 
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till  bis  death,  which  occurred  suddenly  at  Iowa  City,  in 
May,  18-15,  while  a  member  of  the  legislature,  then  in  ses- 
sion at  this  place,  and  was  the  home  of  his  only  daughter 
(Mrs.  Grant)  until  her  marriage  in  June,  18-18. 

Mrs.  Grant  is  of  fair  size,  with  a  tendency  to  embonpoint. 
During  the  early  part  of  her  married  life  her  health  was 
very  infirm,  and  it  is  only  within  the  last  few  years  that  she 
has  become  comparatively  strong  and  vigorous. 

She  has  a  very  large,  well-balanced  head,  physically  and 
intellectually.  Her  intellect  is  masculine,  quite  the  reverse 
of  her  manners.  Caution  is  developed  in  her  character  in 
a  superlative  degree;  she  never  was  known  to  utter  a  fool- 
ish expression,  or  be  guilty  of  a  foolish  action.  She  is  al- 
ways grave  and  sedate  in  her  deportment  and  manners,  and 
treats  life  as  a  business,  not  a  pleasure.  She  has  no  children 
of  her  own,  but  a  benevolent  heart  and  motherly  instincts 
prompt  her  to  seek  her  chief  pleasure  in  watching  over  the 
tender  years  and  directing  the  education  of  children  not  her 
own.  But  few  women  can  be  found,  willing  to  devote  their 
whole  lives,  as  she  does  hers,  to  the  care  of  other  women's 
children. 

Judge  Grant  has  met  with  great  success  in  his  profession. 
In  1834,  he  was  appointed,  by  Governor  Joseph  Duncan, 
prosecuting  attorney  for  the  sixth  district  of  Illinois,  com- 
prising all  the  north  part  of  the  state  from  Chicago  to  Ga- 
lena, to  Rock  Island,  Peoria,  Hennepin,  La  Salle,  and  Iro- 
quois. He  traveled  this  circuit  on  horseback,  and  rode 
about  three  thousand  miles  a  year.  In  June,  183G,  he  re- 
signed this  office,  finding  that  it  interfered  with  his  home 
business. 

"When  he  first  emigrated  to  Iowa,  he  lived  on  a  farm, 
near  Davenport,  and  was  disposed  to  give  up  his  practice, 
but  his  profession  would  not  leave  him.  In  1841,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
fourth  Iowa  territorial  legislative  assembly,  from  the  dis- 
trict composed  of  Scott  and  Clinton  counties,  his  colleague 
being  Joseph  M.  Robertson.    In  1844  the  people  of  Scott 
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county  elected  him  to  represent  them,  with  Andrew  W . 
Campbell  and  Ebenezer  Cook,  in  the  first  constitutional 
convention,  and  in  18-10  he  was  again  sentjby  the  people  of 
Scott  county  as  their  sole  representative,  to  the  second  con- 
stitutional convention,  and  in  both  sessions  he  drew  up  the 
section  embracing  the  bill  of  rights. 

The  legislatures  of  territories  are  apt  to  have  difficulties 
with  an  executive  appointed  by  the  president.  Governor 
Robert  Lucas  had  his,  not  only  with  the  legislature,  but 
with  his  secretary.  Governor  Chambers,  a  whig,  who  suc- 
ceeded Lucas,  a  democrat,  had  a  refractory  council,  who 
would  not  confirm  his  appointments,  and  in  1845  or  184G, 
when  his  quarrel  with  the  council  was  at  its  height,  he  met 
Grant  in  the  supreme  court  room.  He  knew  that  Grant, 
though  a  democrat,  cared  nothing  for  politics,  and  had  no 
political  ambition,  and  he  sent  his  name  to  the  council  for 
prosecuting  attorney  in  his  district.  The  council  confirm- 
ed the  appointment,  after  rejecting  several  others,  and  Grant 
had  to  take  the  office,  or  offend  both  governor  and  council, 
the  former  of  whom  thought  he  was  doing  a  gracious  act 
and  the  latter,  that  one  of  their  own  party  ought  to  accep 
their  confirmation. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  framed  in  1847, 
under  which  Iowa  was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  state, 
Grant  was  elected,  April  5,  1847,  a  judge  for  the  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Allamakee,  Blackhawk,  Bre.- 
*mer,  Butler,  Buchanan,  Cedar,  Clayton,  Clinton,  Delaware, 
Dubuque,  Fayette,  Grundy,  Jackson,  Muscatine,  Scott,  and 
Winneshiek,  and  held  the  office  during  the  term  of  five 
years,  declining  a  re-election.  But  although  such  a  man  as 
Grant  can  easily  decline  an  office,  it  is  not  so  easy  to  put  off 
a  title,  and  that  of  judge  has  clung  to  him  ever  since  his 
elevation  to  the  bench,  and  by  it  we  designate  him  in  this 
sketch.  In  1851,  Judge  Grant  gave  life  and  vigor  to  the 
project  of  the  Chicago  and  Rock  Island  Railroad,  was  its 
first  president,  and  made  a  contract  with  Sheffield  &  Farnum 
to  build  it.    In  1852,  he  was  again  a  member  of  the  house 
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of  representatives  in  the  Iowa  Legislature  from  Scott  county, 
with  Captain  Leroy  Dodge  as  bis  colleague,  and  was  elect- 
ed Bpeaker.    Since  that- time  he  lias  kept  aloof  from  oflice. 

During  the  years  from  1853  until  now,  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  largest  and  most  lucrative  practice  of  any  at- 
torney in  the  north-west,  and  during  the  present  year  his 
firm  has  received  and  realized,  in  a  single  law  suit,  a  fee 
exceeding  $100,000. 

To  the  kindness  of  lion.  John  F.  Dillon,  judge  of  the 
United  States  circuit  court,  who,  as  man  and  hoy,  has 
known  Judge  Grant  from  almost  the  first  day  of  his  arrival 
in  Iowa,  we  are  indebted  for  the  following  concerning  Judge 
Grant's  judicial  and  professional  career  in  Iowa,  which  we 
give  in  Judge  Dillon's  own  words : 

"Judge  Grant's  life  has  been  given  essentially  to  the  law. 
All  outside  of  this  has  been  merely  accidental.  .  His  polit- 
ical career  and  his  public  services,  except  those  upon  the 
bench,  are  mere  episodes  in  his  life.  Although  he  has  kept 
alive  his  classical  attainments  in  a  degree  quite  unusal 
among  men  who  have  become  eminent  in  the  law,  his  main 
energies  and  his  chief  studies  have  been  in  the  line  of  his 
profession.  By  this  w^e  do  not  mean  that  he  has  been  di- 
vorced from  the  world  and  closeted  in  his  law  library ;  on 
the  contrary  he  has  always  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  cur- 
rent events  of  the  day.  Few  men  have  a  better  practical 
knowledge  of  mechanics  and  of  agriculture,  or  acquaintance 
with  the  wonderful  achievements  of  modern  science  than 
he.  If  his  professional  life  had  been  cast  in  some  of  the 
older  states  or  larger  cities,  his  tastes  would  probably  have 
led  him  to  have  made  the  laws  of  patents  for  inventions  a 
special  study,  and  he  would  have  become  eminent  in  it  to  a 
remarkable  degree. 

"Early  in  life  he  discovered  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  the  possession  of  law  books  which  are  the  most  effect- 
ive implements  in  a  lawyer's  vocation.  It  is  a  tact  well- 
known  that  he  is  the  owner  of  the  most  complete  and  valu- 
able private  law  library  in  the  west,  perhaps  in  the  United 
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States.  But  it  is  not  so  generally  known  that  he  com- 
menced to  gather  this  library  years  ago,  when  ho  was  young 
and  poor,  and  that  a  large  portion  of  .his  surplus  earnings 
went  steadily  into  it  from  year  to  year,  at  a  time  when  most 
lawyers,  under  similar  circumstances,  would  have  consid- 
ered themselves  unable  to  buy  books.  I  cannot  speak  as  to 
the  exact  value  of  his  law  library,  but  1  suppose  it  cannot 
fall  short  of  §30,000,  and  may  much  exceed  this  sum.  J 
cannot  permit  this  occasion  to  pass  without  an  expression 
of  the  sense  of  my  great  obligation  to  him  for  the-free  use 
of  his  library.  This  valuable  privilege  he  has  not  only 
willingly  extended,  but  the  favor  has  been  heightened  by 
the  warmth  and  courtesy  with  which  the  acceptance  of  it 
has  always  been  invited.  But  my  own  experience  in  this 
respect  is  not  singular,  and  I  share  it  in  common  with  hun- 
dreds. To  every  lawyer  and  to  every  judge  his  library 
doors  stand  always  wide  open. 

"It  illustrates  his  public  spirit  to  recur  to  a  fact  wrell 
known  in  Iowa.  When  the  legislature  required  a  term  of 
the  supreme  court  of  the  State  to  be  held  twice  a  year  at 
Davenport,  it  was  made  a  condition  that  it  should  be  with- 
out cost  to  the  state, —  a  species  of  economy,  by  the  way, 
which  has  nothing  to  recommend  it.  The  better  to  accom- 
modate the  court  and  the  bar,  Judge  Grant  fitted  up  a  room 
for  the  use  of  the  court  above  his  library,  and  set.  it  apart 
for  them  for  several  years,  neither  receiving  nor  expecting 
compenstion.  The  judges  and  bar  of  the  state  cannot  but 
feel  how  much  they  are  indebted  to  him  for  access  to  a  lib- 
rary whicH  was  until  recently  the  only  one  in  the  state  at 
all  complete. 

"Judge  Grant  combines  the  essential  qualities  of  a  suc- 
cessful lawyer.  And  first  among  these  I  place  integrity, 
without  which  no  man  can  be  a  great  lawyer,  nor  for  any 
considerable  length  of  time,  a  successful  one.  He  is  utter- 
ly incapable  of  consciously  mis  stating  to  a  court  a  fact,  or 
the  effect  of  a  decision,  or  concealing  adverse  decisions. 

"  He  has  the  zeal  and  courage  necessary  to  great  success 
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at  the  bar.    In  addition  to  this,  nature  lias  gifted  him  with 

most  felicitous  powers  of  expression.  In  the  use  of  strong, 
pure,  vigorous  English,  it  is  rare,  indeed,  to  find  one  who 
equals  him.  1  have  heard  him  make  a  law  argument  of  an 
hour's  length,  without,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  hesitating  for-a 
word,  and  without  using  a  superfluous  word.  Every  sen- 
tence was  short,  and,  unconsciously  to  him,  clearly  cut  and 
finely  chiseled  —  in  its  way  a  work  of  art  that  I  have  often 
admired. 

"  He  is  a  man  of  strong  and  tender  emotions,  and  occa- 
sionally, when  the  subject  is  such  as  to  enlist  his  feelings, 
truly  eloquent  in  the  highest  sense  of  this  expression.  His 
eulogy  of  the  lamented  Stockton,  which  was  unpremeditated, 
pronounced  at  a  meeting  of  the  bar  of  Scott  county,  brought 
tears  to  eyes  unused  to  weep,  and  will  never  be  forgotten 
by  any  who  heard  it.  Though  characterized  by  less  feeling, 
and  therefore  not  so  impressive,  his  remarks  on  the  death 
of  the  late  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  circuit  court  at  Des  Moines,  were  scarcely 
less  happy.  If  nature  had  given  him  a  more  mellifluous 
voice,  he  would  have  gained  distinction  as  a  mere  orator 
whether  he  coveted  it  or  not. 

"But  his  great  success  in  his  profession  has  not  been 
alone  owing  to  the  qualities  and  gifts  I  have  named.  He 
has  a  practical  sagacity  so  marked  as  justly  to  entitle  it  to 
the  name  of  genius.  I  cannot  descend  into  details,  but  it  is 
this  quality  which  enabled  him  so  early  to  discern  that  the 
tide  of  municipal  raihvay-aid-bond  litigation  taken  at  the 
flood  would  lead  on  to  fortune  and  to  fame.  He  fought 
that  battle  for  years.  Every  inch  of  ground  was  hotly  con- 
tested. The  state  courts  were  against  his  views.  The  low- 
er federal  courts  were  likewise  against  him  ;  but  in  general 
he  w^as  sustained  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States; 
but  he  had  to  carry  his  points  one  by  one,  and  the  contest 
extended  through  many  years.  Whatever  may  be  thought 
of  the  legal  merits  of  the  controversy  in  its  varied  phases, 
all  will  agree  that  for  Judge  Grant  it  was  a  splendid  pro- 
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fessional  victory,  OD6  which  lias  justly  given  him  great  dis- 
tinction and  a  satisfaction  which  Is  not  diminished  by  the 
more  substantial  rewards  with  which  it  has  been  attended. 

"What  I  have  called  his  genius  is  as  strikingly  exem- 
plified by  what  is  known  as  the  Mark  Howard  case,  arising 
out  of  the  Bale  of  the  old  Mississippi  &  Missouri  railroad 
to  the  Rock  Island  company,  in  which  his  sagacity  and 
prompt  action  secured  to  his  clients  near  a  million  of  dollars 
and  to  himself  and  his  partner  a  fee  which  is  understood  to 
be  not  less  than  $100^000. 

"His  success  as  a  lawyer  is  by  nothing  more  conclusively 
shown  than  by  the  circumstance  that  although  living  in  a 
new  state  and  comparatively  small  city,  his  legitimate  pro- 
fessional income  is  probably  not  exceeded  by  that  of  any 
lawyer  in  the  United  States. 

"He  had  ceased  to  be  a  judge  before  I  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  hence  I  cannot  speak  of  him  in  this  respect  of 
my  personal  knowledge.  But  it  is  the  concurrent  testimony 
of  the  bar  that  he  evinced  great  capacity  for  the  prompt 
dispatch  of  public  business  (a  most  valuable  quality  in  a 
nisi  prius  judge)  and  that  his  decisions  marked  an  independ- 
ent mind,  disposed  to  follow  the  law  found  in  the  books 
where  it  promoted  justice  in  the  particular  case,  but  restive 
somewhat  under  precedent  when  not  conducive  to  this  end. 
Like  Mansfield,  he  tempered  the  law  with  equity,  and  if  a 
judge  must  err  in  this  respect,  this  is  an  error  on  the  right 
side,  and  one  which  it  is  easy  to  pardon,  and  not  difficult 
even  to  admire." 

In  referring  to  the  personal  characteristics  and  peculiari- 
ties of  Judge  Grant,  we  prefer,  rather  than  give  our  own, 
to  adop  tthe  judgment  and  words  of  one  long  associated 
with  him  in  the  legal  profession.  We  refer  to  the  Hon.  Geo. 
G.  Wright  (one  of  the  present  United  States  senators  from 
Iowa),  who  says,  in  substance  :  — 

"Judge  Grant  is  a  man  of  very  strong  feelings  and  con- 
victions; quick,  frank,  and  outspoken,  and  hence  by  some 
thought  a  man  of  strong  prejudice.    In  his  judicial  capacity, 
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if  convinced  that  wrong  or  oppression  was  attempted  by 
one  party,  his  detestation  of  it  was  so  strong  that  if  the  least 
douht  obtained,  he  was  apt  to  solve  it  in  favor  of  the 
wronged. 

"lie  conceals  nothing;  you  know  where  he  is  all  the 
time.  He  never  leaves  you  in  doubt.  If  you  ask  his  opin- 
ion of  friend  or  foe,  with  unequalled  frankness  he  tells  you, 
setting  down,  in  his  own  judgment,  4  naught  in  malice, 9  and 
withholding  nothing  from  you. 

"  He  is  large-hearted  and  most  liberal,  and  exceedingly 
devoted  to  his  family.  Without  children  of  his  own,  he 
has  always  had  his  house  tilled  with  them,  of  relations  on 
both  sides,  and  upon  them  lavishes  his  large  income,  prouder 
of  them  than  many  fathers  with  the  best  of  children.  In 
this  respect  there  is  no  one  like  him  in  all  my  acquaintance. 
He  has  absolutely  added  to  his  before  large  and  most  com- 
modious house,  to  accommodate  his  adopted  children,  and 
no  one  can  see  the  least  thing  in  all  his  conduct  toward 
them  to  show  that  they  are  other  than  '  bone  of  his  bone 
and  flesh  of  his  flesh.'  Constituted  as  I  have  hinted,  he 
knows  no  such  thing  as  denying  them  any  want,  or  refusing 
them  any  request. 

"  He  is  a  fine  classical  scholar.  It  is  seldom  one  meets 
any  one  so  thoroughly  at  home  in  the  classics,  and  he  has  a 
memory  which  enables  him  to  retain  not  only  his  early  but 
his  later  studies  and  learning.  With  ancient  as  well  as 
modern  history  he  is  quite  familiar,  using  readily,  and 
often  with  the  best  effect,  the  finest  efforts  and  perorations 
of  the  best  authors,  whether  of  this  or  ancient  times,  of  this 
country  or  abroad. 

"Judge  Grant  has  a  voice  which  makes  him  notable 
wherever  he  goes.  Clear,  strong,  ringing,  he  commands 
attention  in  any  crowd  and  before  any  tribunal.  It  is  said 
that  he  once  led  an  unsophisticated  officer  —  outside  of  a 
crowded  court  room  —  to  believe  that  a  fight  was  in  progress 
or  imminent,  by  his  tone  and  manner  in  addressing  a  jury ; 
and  so  excited  was  the  official,  and  so  active  his  efforts  to 
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got  in  and  separate  the  supposed  combatants  (court  at  that 
early  day  being  hold  in  a  building  used  as  a  store  room) 
that  he  stepped  upon  the  top  and  sank  to  the  bottom  of  a 
molasses  barrel.  Or,  if  this  incident  is  not  well  authenticated, 
it  is  true  that  after  lie  and  Gen.  James  Wilson  had  defended 
the  Indians  charged  with  the  murder  of  a  white  man,  and 
after  the  chiefs  had  refused  to  pay  the  General  anything 
more,  they  proposed  to  pay  the  '  little  lawyer  with  the  big  voice9 
three  hundred  dollars  more.  The  judge  laughingly  saya 
that  this  was  the  only  time  when  his  voire  brought  him  any 
money.  His  friends,  however,  know  hotter,  and  that  it  has 
been  of  not  a  little  value  to  him  all  through  his  most  active 
life.  And  he  has  led  a  real  aetive  life.  He  can  do  now 
more  work  than  half  the  young  men  in  the  state.  As  a 
farmer  —  and  he  has  had  large  interests  as  such  ever  since 
he  has  been  in  Iowa,  if  not  before  —  actively  engaged  in 
breeding  the  best  horses,  sheep,  cattle,  and  game  chickens; 
as  a  member  of  a  school  board  ;  as  a  lawyer,  whether  at 
nisi  priiis*  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  state,  or  in  federal 
courts ;  as  a  member  of  a  deliberative  body, —  wherever  he  is 
or  in  whatever  engaged,  he  has  always  been  a  leading,  work- 
ing man,  allowing  no  one  to  do  his  part,  always  at  his  post, 
alicays  ready  with  his  cases,  and  yet  always  genial,  accommo- 
dating, courteous,  and  polite.  I  doubt  whether  any  one 
ever  heard  him,  however  sore  his  disappointment,  say  an 
unkind  word  of  a  court  deciding  against  him,  or  knew  him 
to  do  aught  to  bring  the  decisions  of  a  judicial  tribunal  into 
reproach  or  disrespect. 

"  He  was  well  fitted  for  pioneer  life.  Able,  dignified, 
and  fully  imbued  with  that  strong  feeling  of  self-respect 
which  makes  the  true  gentleman,  he  could  and  did  accom- 
modate himself  to  his  surroundings,  taking  life  as  he  found 
it,  and  yet  always  laboring  to  elevate  society  and  make  it 
better  and  truer.  If  he  could  not  have  the  most  elegant 
court  room,  he  nevertheless  held  his  court  and  dispatched 
business,  giving  to  all  a  hearing,  and  administering  justice 
to  the  rich  and  poor  alike.    It  is  told  of  him  that  on  one 
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occasion  lie  could  not  reach  the  county  Beat  of  a  new  county, 
situated  on  a  rising  river  and  without  houses,  but  could  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  stream,  which  was  too  high  to  cro  ; 
that  there  was  but  one,  and  that  a  divorce  case,  on  the 
docket;  that  he  ordered  the  sheriff  (on  the  other  side  of  the 
6tream)  to  open  court,  heard  the  testimony  and  arguments 
across  the  water,  announced  the  decision,  and  adjourned  the 
court,  and  then  struck  for  the  next  court.  For  this  I  do  not 
vouch,  but  it  is  not  unlike  him  (if  the  circumstances  ren- 
dered it  necessary),  nor  the  least  to  his  disparagement. 

"Judge  Grant  likes  to  make  money,  not  for  the  money, 
but  because  he  likes  to  contribute  to  the  welfare  and  happi- 
ness of  those  dependent  upon  him,  and  because  he  is  truly 
a  liberal  and  public  spirited  man.  Few  lawyers  in  Iowa, 
by  their  profession,  have  made  so  much.  His  habits  are  the 
very  best.  He  never  dissipates  in  any  way,  either  by  the 
cup,  dice-box,  cards,  or  otherwise.  In  view  of  his  active 
life,  mixing  or  brought  into  contact  with  all  kinds  and 
classes  of  people,  subjected  to  all  the  trials  and  incon- 
veniences of  pioneer  life  in  his  profession,  not  a  member  of 
a  church,  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  this  could  be  as- 
serted with  equal  truth  of  any  of  his  fellows.  He  is  re- 
markable for  his  utter  abhorrence  of  bad  men  —  lewd  soci- 
ety—  and  I  verily  believe  he  would  rather  have'any  young 
man  dependent  upon  him  go  to  an  early  grave  than  to  fall 
into  the  habits  of  too  many  young  men  in  drinking,  gaming, 
and  indolence,  for  he  has  a  most  sovereign  contempt  and 
dislike  of  all  laziness.  His  influence  has  heen  largely  for 
good  on  our  institutions  and  laws.  A  man  so  active  is  al- 
ways accomplishing  something.  More  than  once  I  have 
suggested  to  him  that  he  should  retire,  quit  work,  and  en- 
joy rest  and  quiet.  But  this  I  knew  he  could  not  do.  He 
finds  the  most  happiness,  the  most  comfort,  the  most  rest,  in 
work.  He  will  go  on  just  as  he  has  for  much  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  a  century,  until  life's  pilgrimage  is  closed,  ahvays 
with  head  and  hands  full,  doing  more  and  resting  less,  than 
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any  man  around  him.  He  appears  as  young  and  active  an 
he  did  thirty  years  ago. 

"  Of  his  apparel  he  never  seems  to  take  a  thought.  If  be 
had  the  most  costly  he  would  never  look  dressed.  While 
he  cultivates  cleanliness  of  person,  he  never  takes  a  second 
thought  whether  hoots  are  polished  or  otherwise,  whether 
collar  or  necktie  is  on  or  off,  whether  the  hat  is  in  style  or 
not,  or  whether  his  clothes  arc  old  or  new.  In  some  re- 
spects he  may  he  called  eccentric,  and  yet  he  is  ever  true  to 
himself  and  to  his  true  nature." 

Such  honored  people  as  Judge  and  Mrs.  Grant  could  not 
be  without  hosts  of  friends,  eager  to  do  them  homage  on  so 
interesting  an  occasion  as  the  completion  of  the  twenty-fifth 
year  of  their  married  life,  which  occurred  on  the  10th  of 
June,  1873.  Accordingly,  on  the  evening  of  that  day  the 
celebration  of  their  silver  wedding  took  place  at  their  home 
in  Davenport,  with  such  profuseness  of  expenditure  and 
preparation,  and  on  so  grand  a  scale,  and  withal  was  partic- 
ipated in  by  so  vast  a  multitude,  and  with  such  zest  and 
warmth,  as  to  dwarf  all  previous  social  events  in  that  fash- 
ionable metropolitan  place.  So  that  the  Davenport  news- 
papers of  the  next  day,  shorn  of  their  telegrams  and  lead- 
ers, contained  little  else  than  incidents,  orations,  and  letters 
of  congratulation  of  the  night  preceding.  From  the  Dav- 
enport Democrat  of  June  11th  we  copy  the  following  well 
written  account  of  the  happy  event:  — 

"  That  something  more  than  ordinary  was  in  contempla- 
tion might  have  been  seen  for  days  past  in  our  city  by  those 
who  watch  the  dry  goods  stores  narrowly,  and  are  on  visit- 
ing terms  with  the  milliner  and  mantua  maker.  It  culmi- 
nated last  night  in  one  of  the  most  splendid  '  crushes '  ever 
given  in  our  city,  at  the  residence  of  Judge  James  Grant 
and  his  wife.  At  quite  an  early  hour  Fifth  street  became 
the  attraction  of  all  the  gamins,  idlers,  and  curiosity  hunters, 
who  gathered  in  crowds  to  see  the  arrival  of  the  thousand 
and  one  guests  who  had  received  the  much  coveted  invite 
to  the  silver  wedding  party.    Carriage  loads  of  elegantly 
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dressed  ladies  —  one  to  the  load  —  vehicles  of  ever)'  descrip- 
tion bringing  in  old  settlers  by  the  score;  side-\v;tlk  ;  crowd- 
ed, four  abreast,  with  citizens  in  evening  costume,  and  bale, 
hearty  old  farmers  —  who  thought  a  warm  heart  and  an 
honest  hand  more  to  the  Judge's  taste  than  claw-hammer 
coats  and  lemoncholy  kids  —  in  any  kind  of  costume,  all 
hurried  to  the  spot,  and  far  before  the  fashionable  hour  at 
which  nous  avtres  arrived,  to  lounge  languidly  through  the 
elegant  salons,  the  judge's  house  was  crowded.  We  wish 
we  dare  give  an  incident  wherein  a  young  lady  of  exquisite 
taste  and  high  tone  called  her  father  to  account  for  receiv- 
ing without  white  kids,  and  his  good-humored  and  thor- 
oughly natural  reply,  but  our  mouth  is  sealed.  It  was  so 
characteristic  of  the  Judge,  whose  blunt  honesty  has  always 
been  addicted  to  handling  things  without  gloves. 

"  The  report  of  n  festive  gathering  is  no  proper  vehicle 
for  introducing  long  historical  memoranda  and  biographical 
reminiscences,  or  we  could  fill  a  column  with  anecdotes  of 
the  pioneer,  who,  last  night,  entertained  his  friends  so  roy- 
ally;  we*  therefore  pass  at  once  to  the  business  of  the  eve- 
ning. The  mansion,  large  as  it  is,  had  to  be  supplemented 
by  a  hundred  foot  wigwam,  substantially  built,  and  gaily 
decorated  for  the  use  of  those  who  threaded  the  mazy  and 
whirled  the  fantastic,  and  right  merrily  they  did  it,  too,  un- 
der the  soul-stirring  strains  of  Strasser's  band,  while  every 
knot-hole  which  could  be  made  a  coign  of  vantage,  was 
turned  into  an  opera  glass  by  the  outside  crowd,  and  several 
skirmishes  took  place  for  possession  of  an  eyelet  hole  to  see 
the  festivities.  "We  could  not  give  a  complete  list  of  the 
people  present,  therefore  confine  ourselves  to  a  few  of  the 
foreign  visitors,  among  whom  were  Rev.  Oliver  Emerson, 
who  officiated  at  the  marriage  of  the  judge;  Mrs.  Leffing- 
well,  seventy-three  years  of  age,  and  her  daughters;  Rev. 
Thomas  R.  Owen,  of  Tarborough,  North  Carolina;  and 
Hon.  James  M.  Williamson,  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  class- 
mates of  the  judge,  Mr.  Williamson  being  accompanied  by 
two  daughters;  Hon.  A.  R.  Cotton,  M.  C. ;  Hon.  J.  B. 
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Hawley,  M.  C. ;  Judge  Brannan,  Judge  Ellis,  and  District 
Attorney  Ellis,  while  Rock  [eland  Bent  ;i  numerous  delega- 
tion of  old  friends,  and  Clinton,  Lyons,  Muscatine,  Jiur- 
lington,  and  other  points  were  fully  represented. 

"At  an  early  hour  after  gathering,  speeches  were,  of 
course,  in  order,  commencing  with  the  following  excellent 
oration  of  welcome  from  the  founder  of  the  feast;  — 

"'Ladies  and  Gentlemen: — The  circumstances  under 
which  we  meet  you  this  day  mark  a  great  event  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  lives. 

It  falls  to  the  lot  of  few  persons  to  live  a  married  life 
of  twenty-five  years.  It  happens  to  a  still  smaller  number 
to  live  a  married  life  of  twenty-five  years,  and  devote  the 
larger  part  to  the  care  and  nurture  of  children  not  their  own. 
There  is  something  in  our  history  of  this  long  life,  of  hap- 
piness or  misfortune  in  its  event,  that  is  peculiar  to  us.  We 
meet  to-night  the  clergyman  who  joined  us  in  marriage. 
We  meet  here  to-night,  after  a  lapse  of  forty-two  years, 
those  who  were  school-mates  and  graduates  of  the  same  col- 
lege in  the  state  of  North  Carolina  where  I  was  born.  We 
meet  to-night  old  settlers  in  the  territory  of  Iowa,  when  we 
came  to  it  in  1838,  a  wilderness  of  vast,  uncultivated  prairie. 
We  meet  to-night  old  settlers,  members  of  my  profession, 
whom  I  met  in  Illinois  when  I  first  came  to  the  west,  in  the 
winter  of  1833  and  1834.  We  meet  to-ni^ht  men  who  lived  in 
Rock  Island  in  1835,  when  I  was  prosecuting  attorney  over  a 
district  of  country  comprising  one-third  of  Illinois.  We  meet 
to-night  a  judge  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
who  was  a  boy  when  I  first  came  to  Scott  county,  hardly 
large  enough  to  lead  my  horse  to  his  father's  stable,  when 
I  stopped  at  his  hotel.  He  is  the  son  of  my  friend,  an  old 
settler  of  this  county,  Thomas  Dillon,  who  loved  me  as  his 
own  brother,  and  that  boy,  John  F.  Dillon,  has  achieved  a 
name  in  the  history  of  the  law  which  is  honored  wherever 
the  common  law  is  read,  oc  its  principles  enforced.  We 
meet  to-night  people  from  various  parts  of  the  United 
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States,  who  had  attained  name  and  estate  before  [owa  was 
called  a  territory  in  this  Union. 

"'Our  memory  passes  in  review,  wives,  children,  rela- 
tives) and  friends,  during  this  long  period  of  forty-two 
years,  who  have  been  called  before  u ■■;  to  the  spirit  land. 
Thirty-live  years  in  Iowa  —  how  insignificant  when  we  first 
knew  it,  how  populous  and  great  at  this  day!  Forty  years 
in  Illinois  and  Iowa!  What  mighty  nations  have  they  be- 
come in  that  period ! 

"'We  have  lived  in  the  greatest  age  of  the  world's  pro- 
gress—  the  steamboat,  the  railroad,  the  telegraph,  the  pho- 
tograph have  all  been  invented  or  utilized  in  our  day. 
Egypt,  in  the  time  of  the  pyramids,  may  have  been  more 
grand;  Greece,  in  the  days  of  her  greatness,  more  beautiful 
with  paintings,  statues,  and  poetry;  and  Rome  more  impe- 
rial with  her  military  power,  which  extended  her  empire  to 
our  ancestor  land.  But  what  was  there  ever  in  the  Egypt 
of  Herodotus  to  compare  with  the  Suez  canal,  that  is  navi- 
gated by  the  largest  ships  the  world  ever  knew,  propelled 
by  the  breath  of  vapor.  And  what,  in  all  ancient  Greeee 
and  Rome>  to  compare  with  our  instruments  of  peace  and 
of  war,  with  our  arts  of  railway,  of  printing,  even  with  sun- 
light, of  speaking  by  and  controlling  the  lightning  of  the 
heavens,  our  improvements  and  discoveries  in  chemistry, 
geology,  substitutes  for  hand  labor  —  in  tine,  in  everything 
that  increases  the  comfort  and  enlarges  the  humanity  of 
man. 

"<  We  greet  you  to-day  with  hearts  full  of  gratitude  that 
our  lives,  like  your  own,  have  been  passed  in  a  period  full 
of  civilization,  such  as  the  world  has  not  known  before. 
Thankful  that  we  have  lived  with  you  and  known  you,  and 
been  permitted  to  enact  our  humble  part  in  ti;e  grand  dra- 
ma of  life  along  by  your  side. 

We,  you,  even  the  greatest  of  you,  sink  into  insignifi- 
cance, when  we  identify  ourselves  and  yourselves  with  the 
great  world  of  which  we  have  been  a  part.    We  have  not 
been  without  many  sorrows,  but  we  have  had  many,  count- 
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less  blessings,  and  when  we  compare  the  former  with  the 
latter,  they  sink  into  nothing,  as  we  do,  in  the  midst  of"  the 
great  events  which  we  have  known  and  seen  in  the  liv<:.n 
which  have  been  so  long  .spared  to  us. 

"  *  We  thank  you  for  the  good  opinion  and  neighborly 
kindness  which  has  prompted  you  to  accept  our  hospitality 
this  day,  and  to  join  us  in  gratitude  that  we  have  lived  so 
long,  and  have  not  been  useless  to  ourselves  or  the  human 
family  with  whom  our  lot  has  been  east. 

"  '  Gentlemen  of  the  Bar  of  Scott  County  :  —  You  have  been 
running  a  race  witli  me  for  thirty-five  years.  All  of  the 
men  who  commenced  that  course  with  me  have  been  dis- 
tanced by  Father  Time;  I  alone  am  left.  New  candidates 
for  the  crown  have  arisen,  run  their  distance,  fallen  away, 
and  others  have  taken  their  places.  You  are  now  to  the  Scott 
county  bar  what  I  once  was. .  Not  so  fleet  of  foot  as  in  days 
of  yore,  I  have  at  last  met  with  the  fate  of  Atalanta.  Mythol- 
ogy says  she  was  the  fleetest  of  mortals,  and  that  the  contest- 
ant for  her  in  the  race  forfeited  his  life,  by  his  defeat.  Meian- 
ion,  furnished  by  Venus  with  golden  apples,  and  disciplined 
by  the  goddess  of  love  for  the  course,  reached  the  goal  and 
won  the  prize,  when  she  tarried  to  pick  the  golden  fruit. 
~  "  4  You,  tutored  by  love  and  equipped  with  honor,  have 
dropped  a  silver  prize,  and  to  you  I  make  an  unconditional 
surrender.' 

"A  burst  of  unadulterated,  genuine  feeling  from  his  fel- 
low legal  leaders  followed  the  apt  allusion  to  the  classics, 
referring  to  the  massive  silver  set  they  had  poached  into  the 
house,  in  defiance  of  the  law  and  the  prophets,  and  which 
was  engraved,  '  The  Scott  County  Bar  to  Judge  Grant.' 
The  following  reply  to  the  judge's  happy  effort  was  made 
by  Judge  Dillon  :  — 

" 4  Judge  and  Mrs.  Grant:  —  I  have  been  selected  to 
speak  on  this  pleasant  occasion  for  the  old  settlers  of  Scott 
county.  In  some  respects  my  selection  for  this  grateful 
office  is  not,  perhaps,  inappropriate,  for  in  this  beautiful 
city  you,  sir  (to  Judge  Grant),  and  I  have  had  our  home  for 
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five  and  thirty  years.  Many  thoughts  press  t.o-night  for 
utterance,  and  my  memory  goes  back  to  the  period  when  I 
saw  you  in  my  father's* house,  his  companion  and  not  mine, 
for  at  that  time  there  was  between  us  the  wide  interval 
which  separates  the  boy  from  the  busy  man.  But  time  has 
brought  me  nearer  to  you,  and  under  your  eye  I  have  passed 
through  the  vale  of  youth  and  early  manhood,  and  to-night 
I  stand  in  my  journey  on  the  '  divide  '  of  life,  with  the  cur- 
rents of  memory  and  feeling  flowing  back  over  the  route 
I  have  traversed,  rather  than  towards  the  region  which  lies 
in  advance.  I  have  reached,  indeed,  a  point  where  my 
shadow,  like  yours,  has  reversed  its  direction,  and  stretches 
its  lengthening  course  eastward. 

"  1  Hero,  in  the  midst  of  neighbors  and  friends,  who  have 
been  called  together  on  this  festive  occasion  by  your  hospi- 
tality, we  have  lived  and  practiced  our  profession,  and  as 
judges  have  had  seats  upon  the  same  bench,  and  held  court 
in  the  same  district. 

Though  a  boy  at  the  time,  yet  distinctly  do  I  recollect, 
when  on  your  election  to  the  bench,  the  late  lights  that 
burned  in  your  room  in  the  old  court  house,  when  it  wTas 
said,  and  doubtless  truly,  that  you  gave  with  unwearied  dil- 
igence your  hours  to  the  study  of  the  law,  and  sought  the 
relaxation  of  the  scholar  by  reading  in  the  original,  with 
more  than  youthful  ardor  and  delight,  the  Iliad  and  ^Eneid. 
And,  may  I  refer  to  it  ? —  that  day  is  so  distinct  in  my  mem- 
ory that  it  seems  as  of  yesterday  —  when  you  brought  to  the 
city  from  the  circuit  as  your  wife  —  doubtless  the  most  sub- 
stantial reward  of  your  judicial  labors  —  the  woman  who 
now  stands  by  your  side,  and  who,  for  twenty-five  years,  has 
shared  your  cares,  and  to-night,  writh  the  indisputable  title 
of  the  true  wife,  rejoices  in  your  prosperity. 

"'But  I  may  not  dwell  too  long  on  the  pleasant  retro- 
spect, for  there  are  others  here  with  fitting  words  to  say. 

"'You  have  wTell  sketched  the  unexampled  progress 
which  the  world  at  large  has  made  in  the  arts  of  civilization 
since  our  settlement  here,  and  the  marvelous  growth  and 
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development  of  which  our  own  eyes  have  been  the  wit- 
nesses. It  is  utterly  impossible  for  a  stranger  or  new  comer 
to  realize  the  great  changes  which  have  been  wrought  here 
during  our  short  history.  Thirty-five  years  ago  a  few  houses 
and  a  few  Bcore  of  people  made  this  city.  We  witnessed 
its  feeble  beginnings,  but  have  watched  day  by  day  and 
year  by  year  its  progress,  and  to-night  we  feel  grateful  to 
the  kind  Providence  that  enables  us  to  behold  it  in  its  grow- 
ing beauty,  the  metropolis  of  a  great  and  enlightened  com- 
monwealth. 

u  '  Yestesday  I  was  between  three  and  four  hundred  miles 
distant,  holding  court  in  a  state  (Kansas)  now  containing 
over  half  a  million  of  people,  which,  within  the  past  twenty 
years,  was  organized  as  a  territory,  and  within  the  past  fif- 
teen years  admitted  as  a  state;  and  yet  to-day  I  am  here  — 
a  journey  that  twenty-five  years  ago  would  have  taken 
weary  weeks  to  have  accomplished.  As  I  rode  towards  my 
home,  in  a  region  which  a  few  years  ago  was  a  vast  expanse 
of  unoccupied  prairie,  and  in  ail  the  glory  of  June  saw,  in 
the  light  of  the  morning  sun,  farm  bordering  on  farm,  with- 
out break  or  interval  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  on  either 
side,  my  memory  ran  back  to  the  pioneer  period.  I  thought 
of  you,  sir,  of  the  old  settlers  of  Scott  county,  the  surviv- 
ors of  whom  meet  you  en  masse  to-night,  and  who  are  types 
of  the  hardy  class  now  to  be  found  only  in  distant  Colorado, 
Kansas,  or  Nebraska,  and  who  opened  the  way  to  all  these 
bounties  and  blessings. 

You  are  an  old  settler  and  know7  their  privations  and 
hardships,  and  however  much  the  duties  of  active  life  may 
engross  you,  and  however  bountifully  Providence  may  yet 
bless  your  store,  I  stand  here  to  give  expression  to  the  uni- 
versal sentiment  of  old  settlers  of  Scott  county,  that  in  you 
they  have  ever  had  a  fast  and  sincere  friend,  and  with 
all  their  hearts  they  congratulate  you  and  your  wife  and 
your  children  upon  the  auspicious  event,  which,  under  so 
many  fortunate  circumstances,  your  friends  at  home  and 
from  abroad  have  met  to  mark  and  signalize. 
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" 4  Since,  with  a  well  spent  life,  it  is  not  true  that  — 

"'Years  steal  fire  from  the  mind  at  vigor  from  the  limb, 
And  life's  enchanted  cup  hut  sparkles  Dear  tbe  brim/ 

we  join  in  wishing  you  lengthened  years  of  usefulness,  and 

many  happy  returns  of  your  wedding  anniversary. ' 

"  After  the  address  of  Judge  Dillon,  Dr.  Greffff  made  a 
peculiarly  happy  speech,  on  behalf  of  the  old  settlers  of 
Rock  Island,  which,  from  its  racy  manner,  anecdotal  char- 
acter, punning  allusions,  humorous  method,  and  general 
attic  salt,  we  feel  ourselves  positively  unable  to  do  justice  to 
in  a  report,  and  so  will  leave  it  as  some  painter  did  some- 
body's dad  who  bad  been  killed  by  somebody  ;  he  found  he 
had  exhausted  every  feature  of  grief  in  painting  the  other 
faces,  so  he  threw  a  mantle  over  the  chief  mourner. 

"The  lion.  James  M.  Williamson,  of  Memphis,  Tenn., 
then  took  the  floor,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Judge's  college 
mates,  including  himself,  spoke  in  these  words:  — 

"  4  Friend  Grant,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  —  Your  suc- 
cess in  life  is  not  surprising  to  your  class-mates. 

"  *  An  ambitious  and  studious  boy,  addicted  to  no  dissi- 
pation, taking  but  little  pleasure  in  college  sports  and 
pranks,  you  were  intent  only  on  getting  your  lessons.  This 
boyish  habit  many  of  your  compeers  at  the  bar  have  doubt- 
less found  to  their  cost,  has  followed  you  through  life. 

"4A  ripe  scholar  in  the  classics,  you  joined  us  in  the 
angustia  itineris  of  college  life  the  junior  class  year,  full  of 
algebraic  formula?,  sines,  and  co-sines,  conic  sections,  ellip- 
tic curves,  the  parabola,  hyperbola,  and  the  mystic  asymptote. 
Then  came  Enlield's  natural  philosophy,  calculating  the 
motion  of  sound,  and  the  speed  of  the  lightning's  flash,  an- 
alyzing the  rainbow,  triangulating  space,  and  measuring  the 
distance  of  the  sun  from  the  earth  with  the  same  accuracy 
you  would  measure  a  yard  of  tape.  In  all  of  these  you 
were  aufait.  The  differential  calculus  was  your  poetry  of 
-mathematics.  Being  also  a  1ST orth  Carolinian  by  birth,  and 
a  Scotchman  by  descent,  failure  was  impossible. 

"  i  In  Memphis  we  had  a  re-union  of  some  of  the  survivors 
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of  the  class  of  Chapel  Hill  graduates  in  1881,  in  March  last 
This  is  but  an  adjourned  meeting,  with  the  grace  and  embel- 
lishment of  your  silver  wedding.  '  Apples  of  gold  set  in  pic- 
tares  of  silver.'  At  that  meeting,  purely  social,  our  hearts 
were  naturally  turned  to  the  halcyon  days  of  boyhood,  to 
Chapel  Hill  and  her  elassic  shades.  The  memory  of  tho.se 
days  made  us  boys  again.  The  rainbow  tints  of  time  threw 
a  soft  and'mellow  light  upon  every  seene,  every  character, 
every  event.  Over  and  over  were  they  recounted  and  dwelt 
upon,  and  as  often  pealed  out  the  merry  laugh.  But  in  the 
midst  of  our  joy  we  learned  with  pain  and  sorrow  that  our 
alma  mater,  the  old  institution  itself,  was  sinking  into  decay. 
Having  lost  her  magnificent  endowment  in  the  fortunes  of 
the  '  Lost  Cause/  she  was  stricken  and  paralyzed,  and  the 
silence  of  death  reigned  in  those  halls  and  corridors  that 
were  wont  to  be  vocal  with  the  merry  laugh  of  students,  or 
the  busy  bum  of  recitation. 

" '  Under  these  circumstances  the  su^estion  was  made 
by  me,  that  some  plan  be  devised  at  once  to  restore  that 
venerated  seat  of  learning  to  her  pristine  glory  and  useful- 
ness. In  short,  that  the  state  of  Korth  Carolina  be  humbly 
petitioned  to  turn  over  the  institution  to  the  regency  of  her 
alumni,  of  whom  a  vast  number  remain  in  North  Carolina; 
others  are  scattered  over  the  middle,  western,,  and  south- 
western states,  and  some  in  the  north.  Could  her  destiny 
be  placed  in  safer  or  better  hands  than  those  of  her  chil- 
dren ?  This  being  accomplished,  let  them  hold  a  grand 
convention  at  Raleigh,  ET.  C,  invite  every  student  and  friend 
of  the  university,  select  from  their  number  a  board  of  trus- 
tees, appoint  an  able  faculty,  and  pledge  themselves  that 
each  one  individually  will  send  one  or  more  students  to  en- 
ter college  and  matriculate.  Thus  it  might  become  at  once 
self-sustaining  and  a  live  institution. 

•  "  *  But  our  commission  to-day,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  is 
to  greet  you  as  friends,  and  join  hands  and  hearts  with  you 
on  this  brilliant  and  festive  occasion.  We  come,  many  of 
us,  from  a  distant  clime,  but  it  is  your  country,  as  this  is 
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ours.  We  corne  to  do  honor  to  our  friend,  not  as  a  North 
Carolinian,  but  as  a  citizen  of  Iowa.  We  corne  to  chum 
that  which  once  seemed  to  he  lost  —  our  birthright,  our  in- 
heritance, in  this  beautiful  country;  its  vast  and  fertile 
prairies  and  magniiieent  lakes  —  to  look  out  upon  our 
boundless  domains  in  the  west  to  the  golden  gates  of  Cali- 
fornia. 

"  4  We  have  another  claim  upon  the  old  6ettlers.  It  is  a 
remarkable  fact  that  the  Black  Hawk  war  was  fought  out, 
and  Black  Hawk  captured  by  Gen.  Henry  Atkinson,  of 
North  Carolina,  a  brother  of  my  uncle.  Under  his  command 
were  Col.  Zachary  Taylor,  Capt.  Abraham  Lincoln,  and 
Capt.  Harney.  The  first  two  were  afterwards  each  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  the  last  a  major  general  of 
the  United  States  army. 

"  4  In  compliment  to  my  native  state,  I  meet  here  among 
your  earliest  friends — the  men  who  conquered  the  wilder- 
ness—  citizens  hailing  from  the  old  North  State  —  and 
amidst  this  brilliant  galaxy  of  beauty,  a  bonnie  brunette  of 
North  Carolina  is  among  the  fairest  of  the  fair. 

"  4  We  claim  our  share  in  your  great  national  works  now 
being  erected  at  liock  Island,  and  in  your  great  national 
highway.  At  your  very  door,  sir,  we  can  mount  the  Pacific 
railroad  train,  and  go  bounding  merrily  along  through  the 
snow-capped  peaks  and  everlasting  glaciers  of  the  Rocky 
mountains,  and  as  they  echo  back  the  hoarse  and  unearthly 
voice  of  the  locomotive,  they  proclaim  a  triumph  of  Amer- 
ican art  more  wonderful  than  the  Suez  canal. 

"  4  Indeed,  sir,  talk  as  we  may,  differ  as  we  must  in  opin- 
ion, we  are  one  people,  and  must  have  one  destiny,  now 
and  forever. 

"  4 1  repeat,  sir,  we  come  to  congratulate  you  on  this,  the 
most  auspicious  era  of  your  life,  and  our  prayer  is  that  you 
and  your  kind  lady  may  live  to  celebrate  your  golden 
wedding.' 

"  Some  of  the  old  settlers  thought  this  4  just  a  leetle  bit 
too  strong,'  and  said  it  was  a  furrow,  and  not  a  heliocentric 
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curve,  the  Judge  measured,  and  a  corn-cob  instead  of  a 
conic  section,  which  was  best  understood,  but  all  the.se  re- 
marks were,  of  course,  in  a  Pickwickian  sense. 

"A  letter  from  Chief  Justice  Beck  was  then  read,  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

" ' Fort  Madison,  June  7,  1873. 

"  'Hon.  James  Grant,  Davenport  :  — 

"  1  My  Bear  Sir — Your  kind  favor  of  the  3d'iiistant, 
addressed  to  the  justices  of  this  court,  expressing  a  strong 
desire  that  we  be  present,  in  response  to  invitations  before 
received,  on  the  occasion  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of 
your  marriage^  was  received  at  Des  Moines.  Having  been 
called  home  by  the  serious  illness  of  my  wife,  I  avail  myself 
of  the  first  opportunity  to  reply,  expressing  my  regrets  that 
I  will  be  unable  to  be  preseut  and  partake  of  your  hospital- 
ity. If  my  good  wife's  health  is  such  that  it  will  be  proper 
for  me  to  leave  her,  I  feel  that  the  business  of  the  court  at 
the  present  demands  that  my  place  upon  the  bench  be  at 
that  time  filled.  I  wTould  be  unwilling  to  attend,  leaving 
my  brothers  at  work  while  I  should  be  partaking  of  the 
-great  pleasure  of  your  hospitality,  and  of  the  interchange  of 
social  greeting  with  so  many  esteemed  and  distinguished 
friends  as  will,  on  the  oecasion,*iill  the  house.  It  would 
greatly  retard  the  business  of  the  court,  and  wTould  especial- 
ly subject  attorneys,  in  attendance  from  distant  parts  of 
the  state,  to  great  inconvenience  and  disappointment  for  the 
court  to  adjourn  over  for  two  or  three  days,  which  would 
be  required  that  all  of  us  might  be  with  you.  These  consid- 
erations will  prevent  myself  and  the  other  members  of  the 
court  from  responding  personally  to  your  kind  invitation 
and  letter.  In  making  this  announcement,  I  feel  that  you 
will  be  assured  of  our  regrets  for  its  necessity,  and  that  you 
have  been  so  long  connected  with  the  courts  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  either  as  an  attorney  or  judge,  that  you  can 
well  understand  and  appreciate  the  public  duties,  and  obli- 
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gations  which  they  impose,  forbidding  uh  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  you  and  your  friends. 

" 1  The  occasion  demands  that  I  do  not  close  this  letter 
with  expressions  of  regrets  that  I  am  deprived  of  the  great 
privilege  and  pleasure  of  extending  to  you  and  your  hon- 
ored wife  my  congratulations  in  person.  It  is  proper  that 
I  say  more. 

"  *  Yourself  and  wife  .occupy  a  position  that  may  well  call 
forth  congratulations  and  expressions  of  sincere  respect  and 
honor.  Success  has  attended  you  in  a  long  professional 
career,  and  honor  and  wealth  have  rewarded  the  struggles, 
toils,  and  dangers  incident  to  a  pioneer  life.  Your  profes- 
sional course  began  in  youth  in  the  obscurity  of  the  western 
prairies.  Hardships,  with  inadequate  rewards,  were  your 
early  experience.  To-day,  having  passed  the  meridian  of 
life,  you  have  attained  distinction  throughout  the  land  in 
your  profession,  which,  in  late  years,  has  bountifully  re- 
warded the  diligence  and  industry  of  your  earlier  life,  as 
well  as  the  learning  and  ability  you  have  displayed  in  the 
management  of  causes  in  the  courts  wherein  you  have  ap- 
peared. Yrour  honorable  deportment  has  secured  you  the 
good  will  and  confidence  of  the  bar  and  the  courts.  These 
are  grounds  for  earnest  and  sincere  congratulations,  and  I 
express  them  with  candor  and  emphasis. 

"  4  My  intercoui  se  with  you  while  at  the  bar  and  on  the 
bench  has  been  of  such  character  as  to  create  for  yourself, 
personally,  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  and  to  de- 
mand that  I  honor  you  as  a  friend  as  well  as  an  eminent 
member  of  the  profession. 

"  6 1  express  the  hope  that  the  future  life  of  yourself  and 
wife  may  be  as  bright  and  as  useful  as  the  past,  and  that  no 
clouds  or  storms  may  obscure,  with  sorrow  nnd  care,  the 
sunset  of  your  days. 

"  '  I  am,  with  great  regard, 

"  4  Very  truly,  your  friend, 

"  ■  J.  M.  Beck." 
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"  Judge  Beck's  letter  was  followed  by  one  equally  CO r dial, 
though  shorter,  from  the  Rev.  George  F.  Magoun,  which 
we  give  below  :  — 

"'Hon.  James  Gkant  —  Dear  Sir:  —  It  was  not  till  this 
morning  that  Mrs.  Magoun  and  myself — being  at  Burling- 
ton, at  the  General  Assoeiation  —  could  decide  whether  to 
return  by  Davenport  and  give  ourselves  the  very  great 
pleasure  of  attending  your  silver  wedding  or  not.  We 
found  ourselves  obliged  to  come  directly  home  by  another 
route,  and,  on  reaching  home,  found  one  of  our  daughters 
sick  with  the  measles,  and  others  likely  to  be  soon. 

"  *  Will  you  and  Mrs.  Grant  accept  our  united  thanks  for 
your  courteous  and  esteemed  invitation,  and  our  sincere  re- 
grets that  we  are  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  being  present 
on  an  occasion  to  be  enjoyed  by  troops  of  your  friends ; 
and  be  pleased,  also,  to  take  written  congratulations  on  your 
having  reached,  together,  the  quarter-century  point  of  do- 
mestic life  with  abounding  prosperity  and  sources  of  happi- 
ness, in  place  of  spoken  ones,  which  would  have  been 
equally  hearty  and  thoroughly  sincere. 

"  6  A  multitude  of  your  brethren  of  your  own  profession 
will  offer  their  congratulations,  to  which  your  long,  and 
able,  and  successful  career  at  the  bar,  will  add  meaning  and 
weight,  and  for  myself,  I  should  really  have  enjoyed  illus- 
trating '  the  harmony  of  the  professions,'  by  adding  mine  as 
a  member  of  another  profession. 

"  *  Very  truly  yours, 

"'Geo.  F.  Magoun." 

"  After  congratulations  and  general  hand-shaking3  all 
round,  the  merry  music  opened  up,  and  the  feet  of  the 
dancers  were  heard  on  the  floor.  Everybody  knows  that 
Judge  Grant  never  does  anything  other  than  well,  so  it  is 
needless  to  make  mouths  water  by  a  description  of  the  ban- 
quet; it  would  not  have  disgraced  Lucullus,  and  Brillat 
Savarin  would  have  been  satisfied  with  it. 
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"  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  address  from  the  Scott 
county  bar,  to  which  the  Judge  ho  neatly  alluded  at  the 
close  of  his  address  :  — 

•    44  4  Davenport,  June  10,  1873. 

"  'Hon.  James  Grant — Dear  Sir: — Your  brethren  of  the 
Scott  county  bar,  uniting  with  your  many  other  friends  in 
the  congratulations  appropriate  to  this  occasion,  avail  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity  it  affords  to  ask  your  acceptance  of 
a  slight  testimonial  of  their  warm  regard  and  esteem  for 
you,  and  of  their  appreciation  of  the  many  kindnesses  and 
courtesies  which  you,  so  many  years  their  senior  at  the  bar, 
have  constantly  extended  to  your  junior  brethren.  They 
can  hope  for  nothing  more  than  that  this  little  tribute, 
viewed  as  a  sincere  expression  of  the  kind  feelings  of  your 
brothers  in  the  profession,  may  afford  you  the  same  pleas- 
ure in  its  reception  as  they  feel  in  offering  it. 

"  That  you  and  your  amiable  and  excellent  wife  may  en- 
joy together  many  more  years  of  happiness,  is  the  sincere 
wish  of  your  friends  and  brothers  : 


"  6  C.  E.  Putnam, 
-  "  '  Jno.  Rogers, 
" 4  Abner  Davison, 
"  4  Geo.  E.  Hubbell, 
"  4  S.  E.  Brown, 
" 4  John  Ackley, 
"  4  John  W.  Thompson, 
«  '  J.  H.  Murphy, 
"  4  E.  E.  Cook, 
"  *  J.  Scott  Richman, 
" 4  Herman  Block, 
44  4  Ernst  Claussen, 
44  4  H.  R,  Claussen, 
44  4  Wm.  T.  Dittoe, 


John  C.  Bills, 
D.  H.  Twomey, 
James  T.  Lane, 
J.  D.  Campbell; 
J.  W.  Stewart, 
'    J.  W.  Green, 

John  N.  Crawford, 
Joseph  A.  Crawford, 
Wm.  K.  White, 
Ludwig  Bruning, 
H.  M.  Martin, 
J.  H.  Melville, 
J.  Howard  Henry, 
Foster  &  Gabbert.'  " 


Judge  Grant  and  his  wife  are  childless,  but  they  have  for 
many  years  devoted  much  of  their  time  and  fortune  to  the 
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care  and  education  of  childreD  of  their  relatives,  and  have 
had  as  many  as  seventeen  under  their  control,  and  bare 
thus  made  to  society  good  returns  for  tin;  large  estate  which 
their  industry  and  prudence  have  gathered  up  during  a  life 
of  toil,  if  not  of  privation.  The  concentration  of  wealth  in 
such  hands  is  a  benefaction  and  not  an  evil  to  community. 


THE  EAELT  HISTOKY  Or  IOWA. 


BY  CHARLES  NEGUS. 


(Continued  from  page  332.) 

THE  first  session  of  the  legislature  of  Iowa,  after  adopt- 
ing the  constitution,  convened  on  the  30th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1846,  and  continued  until  the  25th  of  the  following 
February.  But  the  members  were  so  much  occupied  in  the 
controversy  about  electing  senators  and  supreme  judges, 
that  the  real  wants  of  the  people  received  but  little  attention 
until  the  last  of  the  session. 

One  of  the  first  and  most  important  considerations  to  the 
members  of  the  legislature  wTas  to  provide  the  means  to 
compensate  themselves  for  their  services.  The  territory 
had  become  a  state  with  a  debt  of  about  twenty  thousand 
dollars  hanging  over  it.  The  member?  of  the  constitu- 
tional convention  had  not  been  paid,  and  there  wTas  no 
money  in  the  treasury  with  which  to  meet  the  expensss  of 
the  present  legislature.  To  meet  these  emergencies,  the 
legislature  passed  an  act  authorizing  a  loan  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  to  be  made  to  the  state,  and  appointed  W.  F. 
Coolbaugh,  of  Burlington,  to  negotiate  the  loan;  so  the 
first  state  legislature  imposed  a  debt  on  the  state  of  one-half 
the  amount  to  which  it  wras  limited  by  the  constitution. 
About  this  time  there  were  great  efforts  being  made 
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throughout  the  state  for  a  temperance  reform.    Previous  to 
this  time,  ever  since  Iowa  had  sustained  a  government,  the 
county  authorities  had  been  authorized  to  grant  Licenses 
for  the  retailing  of  liquors.    Petitions  were  sent  from  every 
part  of  the  state,  asking  the  legislature  to  take  some  steps 
for  the  suppression  of  intemperance,  and  at  this  session 
there  was  an  aet  passed  requiring  the  citizens  of  each 
county,  at  the  April  election,  to  give  an  expression  of  pub- 
lic sentiment  on  the  question  of  licensing  the  retailers  of 
intoxicating  liquors.    The  law  required  that  there  should 
be  a  poll  opened  for  the  electors  to  vote  "license,"  or  "  no 
license, "  and  if  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  in  any  county 
were  against  a  license,  then  there  was  to  be  no  liquor  sold 
in  that  county.    The  result  showed  that  there  was  a  major- 
ity in  every  county  in  the  state,  except  two,  opposed  to  the 
selling  of  intoxicating  liquors.    But  this  law  did  not  have 
the  efiect  that  was  desired  by  its  friends;  for,  notwithstand- 
ing there  was  a  large  majority  of  the  electors  in  the  state 
who  voted  against  a  license,  the  law  was  very  unpopular, 
and  but  very  little  regarded,  and  intemperance  seemed  to 
increase,  rather  than  diminish. 

At  this  session  of  the  legislature  the  state  was  divided 
into  two  congressional  and  four  judicial  districts.  The  first 
congressional  district  embraced  the  counties  of  Lee,  Van 
Buren,  Jefferson,  Wapello,  Davis,  Appanoose,  Henry, 
Mahaska,  Monroe,  Marion,  Jasper,  Polk,  and  Keokuk,  and 
all  the  territory  lying  directly  west  of  these  counties;  and 
the  second  district  embraced  the  balance  of  the  state. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1847,  in  pursuance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution,  there  was  an  act  passed  creating 
the  office  of  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  and  also 
of  fund  commissioners  for  the  several  counties,  and  defining 
the  duties  of  these  officers,  who  were  to  be  elected  on  the 
first  Monday  of  the  next  April  —  the  superintendent  for 
three  years,  and  the  fund  commissioners  for  two  years.  To 
the  superintendent  was  given  the  general  management  of 
the  educational  interest  of  the  state ;  and  to  the  county  fund 
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commissioners  was  entrust  ed  the  selling  of  the  school  landfl 
within  tlie  county  for  which  each  was  elected,  and  the  Loan- 
ing and  managing  of  the  funds  arising  therefrom.  In  the 
same  law  provisions  were  also  made  for  the  election  of  all 
school  oflicers,  and  their  several  duties  defined. 

At  this  time  the  financial  affairs  of  the  country  were  very 
much  embarrassed,  and  it  was  very  dillicult  for  the  settlers 
on  the  public  lands  to  procure  the  means  to  pay  for  the 
lands  on  which  they  had  settled.  There  were  many  hard- 
working, industrious  citizens  of  the  new  state  who  had 
made  large  improvements  on  the  public  domain,  but  had 
not  the  means  to  buy  the  government  title,  and  were  liable 
at  any  time  to  have  their  improvements  taken  away  from 
them  by  land  speculators.  With  a  view  to  benefit  the  set- 
tlers, and  to  create  a  school  fund  at  an  early  day,  the  legis- 
lature made  provisions  for  selecting  the  five  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  land  given  by  congress  to  the  state  for  school 
pnrposes,  by  authorizing  any  person  capable  of  contracting, 
who  had  settled  upon  any  of  the  public  lands  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  fund  commissioners,  -would  be  a  safe  and 
profitable  selection,  to  signify  to  the  fund  commissioner  of  the 
county  where  the  lands  were  located  his  desire  to  have  the 
same  recognized  as  school  lands;  and  the  land  so  desig- 
nated, which  was  not  to  exceed  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  for  one  individual,  should  be  returned  by  the  fund 
commissioner  to  the  superintendent,  to  be  by  him  registered 
as  land  selected  for  the  state  under  the  grant  of  congress. 
Then  the  superintendent  was  to  contract  with  the  settler  for 
the  sale  of  the  land  so  selected — the  purchaser  to  pay  one- 
fifth  in  advance,  with  the  privilege,  if  desired,  of  ten  years' 
time  in  which  to  pay  the  remainder  of  the  consideration,  by 
paying  an  annual  interest  often  per  cent. 

This,  at  that  time,  was  considered  as  a  very  beneficial 
provision  for  the  settler,  and  the  entire  five  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  would  probably  have  been  speedily  taken  up, 
had  there  been  no  doubt  about  the  validity  of  the  law  regu 
lating  the  selection  of  the  land,  and  there  wTould  have  been 
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a  large  school  fund  immediately  created.    The  act  provided 
lor  tlie  taking  effect  of  the  law  from  and  after  its  publica- 
tion, and  it  was  published  in  a  newspaper  at  Iowa  City; 
but  there  was  nothing  in  the  act  providing  for  its  publica- 
tion in  any  newspaper,  although  it  was  evidently  the  design 
of  the  legislature  to  have  the  law  take  effect  immediately, 
and  both  parties,  by  their  actions,  showed  that  they  under- 
stood that  the  law  was  in  force  as  soon  as  it  was  published 
in  the  newspaper;  for  both  parties  brought  out  their  candi- 
dates for  the  several  offices  to  be  filled  at  the  April  election. 
For  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  the  democrats 
nominated  Charles  Mason,  who  had  been  chief  justice  of  the 
territory  ever  sinee  it  was  organized,  and  was  considered  as 
one  of  the  best  qualified  men  of  the  state  for  the  position. 
The  whigs  nominated,  for  their  candidate,  James  Harlan, 
who  was  a  young  Methodist  preacher,  having  just  left  col- 
lege and  come  to  the  state,  to  take  charge  of  a  literary  insti- 
tution at  Iowa  City.    Harlan  was  a  forcible  speaker,  and,  as 
soon  as  he  received  the  nomination,  commenced  canvassing 
the  state,  making  speeches  wherever  he  could  get  an  audi- 
ence, and  belonging  to  the  Methodist  church,  many  of  tbe 
members  of  that  body  took  a  deep  interest  in  his  election. 
Mason,  still  retaining  his  position  on  the  bench,  owing  to 
the  failure  of  the  legislature  to  elect  judges,  never  left  his 
judicial  business,  and  made  no  effort  to  secure  his  election; 
and  the  result  was  that  Harlan  was  elected.    This  was  very 
mortifying  to  the  democrats,  and,  soon  after  it  was  officially 
known,   Elisha  Cutler,   the  secretary  of  state,  promul- 
gated that  the  election  was  of  no  effect,  from  the  fact  that 
the  law  creating  the  office  of  superintendent  of  public  in- 
struction, and  other  school  officers,  was  not  in  force  at  the 
time  of  the  election,  because  the  law  itself  did  not  provide 
for  its  publication  in  newspapers,  as  required  by  the  consti- 
tution.   The  objection  raised  by  Cutler  was  seized  hold  of 
by  the  democrats ;  the  leaders  took  sides  with  Cutler,  and 
most  of  the  democrats  elected  as  fund  commissioners  refused 
to  act,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  most  of  the  whigs  who  had 
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been  elected  undertook  to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  sev- 
eral offices.  The  whigs  charged  the  democrats  with  raising 
this  objection  merely  for  the  purpose  of  depriving  Harlan 
of  his  office,  claiming  that  if  Mason  hud  been  elected  there 
never  would  have  been  any  objections  to  his  exercising  the 
duties  of  superintendent.  Cutler,  as  secretary  of  state,  re- 
fused to  give  Harlan  a  certificate  of  his  election,  although 
the  returns  showed,  when  officially  counted,  that  he  had  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes  cast.  Harlan  obtained  from  Cutler 
a  certified  statement  of  the  vote,  and  prepared  his  bond,  as 
required  by  law,  and  laid  them  before  the  governor,  who 
approved  of  the  bond,  but  refused  to  give  him  a  commis- 
sion, on  the  ground  that  he  had  no  authority  to  do  so. 
During  the  summer  there  were  writs  of  quo  warranto  issued 
against  Harlan  and  some  of  the  other  school  officers,  re- 
quiring them  to  show  by  what  authority  they  undertook  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices.  In  Johnson 
county,  there  was  a  suit  brought  against  Asa  Calkins,  who 
had  been  elected  a  director  of  a  school  district,  contesting 
his  authority  to  exercise  the  duties  of  the  office.  The  case 
was  decided  against  Calkins  by  the  district  court,  and  he 
appealed  to  the  supreme  court.  He  set  up,  as  a  defense, 
his  election  by  the  people  at  the  April  election,  to  which 
the  plaintiff  demurred,  and  the  demurrer  was  sustained,  on 
the  ground  that  the  statute  under  which  the  election  was 
held  had  not  been  published  at  the  time  of  the  election,  as 
required  by  the  constitution,  and  therefore  had  not  become 
a  law.  It  wTas  admitted,  on  the  trial,  that,  previous  to  the 
first  of  April,  the  law  had  been  published  in  the  public 
newspaper,  printed  at  Iowa  City,  under  and  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  secretary  of  state,  who,  by  the  laws  of  the  state, 
had  supervision  of  the  publication  and  distribution  of  the 
laws,  and  copies  of  it  were  sent  by  him  into  every  county 
in  the  state ;  and  the  law  was  received  and  acted  upon  by 
the  people  at  large  as  being  in  full  force.  It  was  also  ad- 
mitted that  the  act  was  nbt,  in  pamphlet  form,  "published 
and  circulated  in  the  several  counties  of  the  state,  by  author- 
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ity,  until  the  first  day  of  May,  1849;  and  that  the  eleetion 
for  school  directors  was  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  A f »ril, 
the  day  after  the  election  of  superintendent  and  fund  com- 
missioners. The  constitution  provided  that  "no  law  of  the 
general  assembly,  of  a  public  nature,  shall  take  effect  until 
the  same  shall  be  published  and  circulated  in  the  several 
counties  of  the  state,  by  authority.  If  the  general  assembly 
shall  deem  any  law  of  immediate  importance,  they  may  pro- 
vide that  the  same  shall  take  effect  by  publication  in  news- 
papers in  the  state."  This  law  provided  that  it  should 
"take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  publication, " 
but  made  no  provision  for  publishing  it  in  newspapers. 
And  the  supreme  court  held  that,  inasmuch  as  the  act  itself 
did  not  provide  for  its  publication  in  the  newspapers,  notwith- 
standing the  act  had  been  published  in  the  newspapers  at 
Iowa  City,  by  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  by 
him  circulated  in  the  several  counties,  still  it  was  not  pub- 
lished in  the  manner  required  by  the  constitution,  and  was 
not  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  April  election ;  and,  conse- 
quently, Calkins  and  the  other  officers  elected  at  that  time 
had  no  right  to  hold  their  offices.  The  same  questions 
were  involved  in  this  case  as  in  the  superintendent's,  but 
Harlan  succeeded  in  delaying  the  trial  of  his  case  until  after 
the  meeting  of  the  legislature. 

There  were  nearly  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land  selected 
under  the  provisions  of  this  law,  and  the  first  payment  of 
ten  per  cent  made ;  but  the  United  States  land  officers  re- 
fused to  recognize  the  acts  of  the  state  officers  as  being 
valid,  and  a  great  portion  of  the  lands  so  selected  were  en- 
tered at  the  land  offices,  and  the  claimants  were  deprived  of 
their  homes,  and  not  until  after  much  delay  did  they  get 
back  their  money. 

About  the  time  this  question  was  settled,  there  was  a 
large  quantity  of  land  warrants  issued  to  Mexican  soldiers, 
which  were  in  market  at  low  prices,  and  on  long  credit. 
This  was  a  new  and  easy  method  for  settlers  to  secure  their 
homes ;  so  that,  before  the  provisions  of  this  law  could  be 
5 
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carried  into  effect,  tlie  inducement  at  first  lield  out  to  set- 
tlers to,  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  this  act  had 
ceased,  and  but  very  few  felt  disposed  to  select  hind  under 
its  provisions  ;  and  the  result  was  that  this  method  of  -elect- 
ing the  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  was  abandoned, 
although  it  was  very  probable  that,  had  the  law  gone  into 
effect  at  the  time  it  was  the  intention  to  have  it,  in  less  than 
one  year  the  whole  quantity  of  land  would  have  been  se- 
lected, and  there  would  have  been  at  once  created  a  large 
school  fund  for  educational  purposes. 

During  this  session  of  the  legislature  acts  were  passed 
defining  the  boundaries  of  Ringgold,  Taylor,  Fremont, 
Marion,  Clayton,  Fayette,  Allamakee,  and  Winneshiek 
counties,  and  organizing  Dallas  county  ;  and  also  an  act 
providing  that  all  that  tract  of  country,  on  the  Missouri 
river,  purchased  from  the  Pottawattamie  Indians,  might  be 
temporarily  organized  into  a  county,  to  he  called  Pottawat- 
tamie, whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  judge  of  the  fourth 
judicial  district,  the  public  good  should  require  it.  This 
strip  of  country  was  attached  to  the  organized  counties  east 
of  the  various  portions  of  it  for  political  and  judicial  pur- 
poses, and  there  was  no  attempt  made  to  organize  any  new 
county,  except  Dallas,  this  year. 

The  legislature  having  adjourned  without  electing  United 
States  senators  and  supreme  judges,  the  state  was  without 
representation  in  the  senate.  The  old  territorial  judges  re- 
signed, and  it  became  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  appoint 
others  to  fdl  their  places,  who  were  entitled  to  hold  their 
offices  until  the  adjournment  of  the  next  legislature,  if 
others  were  not  elected  previous  to  that  time.  Joseph 
Williams,  associate  justice  under  the  territorial  government, 
was  appointed  chief  justice  ;  and  George  Green,  of  Dubuque 
county,  and  John  F.  Kinney,  of  Lee  county,  associate  jus- 
tices. The  legislature  at  first  divided  the  state  into  four 
judicial  districts  :  The  counties  of  Lee,  Des  Moines,  Wash- 
ington, Louisa,  and  Henry  composed  the  first  district ;  the 
counties  of  Muscatine,  Scott,   Cedar,   Clinton,  Jackson, 
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Jones,  Dubuque,  Delaware,  and  Clayton,  and  the  country 
north  and  west  of  Delaware  and  Clayton  were  attached  to 
these  counties,  and  composed  the  second  district;  the  coun- 
ties of  Van  Buren,  Jefferson,  Davis,  Wapello,  Keokuk, 
Mahaska,  Marion,  Monroe,  and  Appanoose,  and  the  terri- 
tory west  of  these  counties,  composed  the  third  district; 
and  the  counties  of  Johnson,  Linn,  Benton,  Iowa,  Powe- 
shiek, Jasper,  Polk,  Dallas,  Tama,  Marshall,  Story,  and 
Boone,  and  the  territory  west  of  these  counties,  composed 
the  fourth  district.  At  the  April  election,  George  W.  Wil- 
liams (now  the  attorney  general)  was  elected  judge  of  the 
first  district ;  James  Grant  of  the  second;  Cyrus  Onley  of 
the  third ;  and  James  P.  Carlton  of  the  fourth. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1847,  there  was  an  act  passed 
making  provisions  for  the  location  of  the  permanent  seat  of 
government  for  the  state ;  and  John  Brown,  of  Lee  county, 
Joseph  D.  Hoag,  of  Henry  county,  and  John  Taylor,  of 
Jones  county,  were  appointed  commissioners.  The  law 
appointing  commissioners  provided  that  they  should  meet 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  next  May,  and  should  pro- 
ceed to  examine  the  state,  or  so  much  of  it  as  they  might 
think  expedient,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  upon  a 
judicious  site  for  the  permanent  seat  of  government  of  the 
state.  The  commissioners,  when  they  had  located  the  site 
of  the  new  seat  of  government,  were  to  lay  off"  a  portion  of 
the  lands  so  selected,  not  exceeding  one  section,  into  lots, 
and,  when  laid  off,  they  were  authorized  to  make  a  sale  of 
lots,  not  exceeding  two  lots  in  any  one  block  for  the  first 
two  years  after  the  town  should  be  laid  out.  Under  the 
provisions  of  this  law,  the  commissioners,  after  traveling 
over  a  great  portion  of  the  state,  selected,  as  a  site  for  the 
new  seat  of  government,  sections  four,  live,  eight,  and  nine, 
and  the  west  half  of  sections  three  and  ten,  in  township 
seventy-eight,  north,  in  range  twenty  west  of  the  fifth 
principal  meridian,  and  called  it  Monroe  City.  The  com- 
missioners then  proceeded  to  lay  off  a  portion  of  it  into  lots, 
and  on  the  8th  of  October  of  that  year  they  had  a  sale,  and 
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sold,  to  different  individuals,  between  three  and  four  hun- 
dred lots,  the  proceeds  amounting  to  (6,189.72,  one-fourth 
of  which  was  paid  at  the  time  of  purchase,  and  the  balance 
was  to  ho  paid  in  two,  four,  and  six  years.  The  money 
realized  by  the  commissioners  was  not  enough  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  selecting  the  site,  and  laying  it  off  into  lots, 
as  most  of  them  were  sold  at  very  low  prices —  some  selling 
as  low  as  one  dollar.  The  commissioners,  though  they  re- 
ceived, from  the  proceeds,  but  a  small  compensation  for 
their  services,  supposed  they  had  amply  remunerated  them- 
selves by  securing  large  interests  in  and  about  the  proposed 
capital  town.  Monroe  City,  for  a  while,  attracted  consider- 
able attention,  and  there  were  great  efforts  made  to  secure 
property  in  that  section  of  the  state,  speculators  anticipating 
that  fortunes  would  be  made  in  the  future  by  the  increase 
of  the  value  of  real  estate.  But  these  anticipated  fortunes 
soon  vanished,  for  at  the  next  election  the  changing  of  the 
seat  of  government  became  a  political  question,  and  a  ma- 
jority of  the  new  members  of  the  legislature  were  opposed 
to  the  contemplated  change,  and  the  act  was  repealed. 
Monroe  City  was  vacated,  and  an  appropriation  was  made, 
and  the  treasurer  was  directed  to  refund  the  money  to  all 
who  had  purchased  lots,  except  the  commissioners  them- 
selves. Hoag  had  become  a  large  purchaser  of  lots,  and 
by  the  vacation  of  the  town  he  was  left  with  but  a  very 
small  compensation  for  his  labors,  and  his  petition  for  relief 
was  before  the  legislature  for  several  years  before  he  was 
remunerated  for  his  services  in  locating  and  laying  out 
Monroe  City. 

The  doubt  concerning  the  right  of  the  officers  elected  at 
the  April  election  of  1847  to  discharge  the  duties  of  their 
offices,  had,  in  a  great  measure,  rendered  ineffectual  the 
school  law,  and  there  seemed  to  be  some  occasion  for  a  spe- 
cial session  of  the  legislature.  At  the  August  election 
Josiah  Kent,  a  man  who  had  pledged  himself  to  act  with 
the  democrats,  had  been  elected,  in  Lee  county,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Conlee;  and  Clifton 


1873.J 


THE   EARLY   HISTORY   OF  IOWA. 


597 


had  given  such  assurances  that  it  was  believed  by  some 
of  the  leaders  among  the  democrats  that  he  would  act  with 
them,  should  there  be  a  called  session  of  the  legislature. 
With  Clifton's  vote,  it  was  known  that  there  could  be 
elected  United  States  senators  and  supreme  judges  by  the 
democrats;  so  that  to  the  ollice-seekers  there  were  strong 
inducements  for  a  called  session.  Some  of  the  leaders  of 
the  party  brought  their  influence  to  bear  on  the  governor, 
and  he  was  induced  to  issue  his  proclamation  convening  the 
legislature  in  extra  session,  on  the  lirst  Monday  of  January, 
1848. 

At  the  opening  of  this  session,  there  came  up  some  inter- 
esting questions  in  both  branches  of  the  legislature.  In  the 
senate,  on  the  third  day  of  the  session,  Springer,  a  whig, 
representing  Louisa  and  Washington  counties,  oliered  the 
following  preamble  and  resolution  :  — 

"  Whereas,  It  is  reported  that  the  seat  of  the  former 
member  (James  Davis)  of  the  senate  from  the  counties  of 
Wapello  and  Monroe  "has,  since  the  adjournment  of  the 
general  assembly,  in  February  last,  become  vacant  by  resig- 
nation of  that  gentleman,  and  his  removal  from  bis  district; 
therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be  ap- 
pointed, with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  in- 
vestigate the  facts  of  the  case,  and  report  to  the  senate  at 
an  early  day." 

This  resolution  was  adopted,  and  Springer,  P.  B.  Brad- 
ley, and  Thomas  H.  Benton  (the  latter  two  being  demo- 
crats), were  appointed  a  committee  to  carry  out  the  object 
of  the  resolution. 

Similar  resolutions  were  offered  in  relation  to  Thomas 
Baker,  of  Polk  county,  and  John  M.  Whitaker,  of  Yan 
Buren  county,  only  the  charges  were  that  they  had  accepted 
"  lucrative  positions ;  "  and  committees  were  appointed  to 
make  the  necessary  investigations. 

The  committee  on  Davis's  case  reported  that  they  found 
that  he  "  had  removed  from  his  district,  and  settled  in  the 
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town  of  Keokuk;  that  ho  had  been  appointed  United  States 
deputy  surveyor,  by  the  surveyor  general  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  states  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  would  receive  some  six  or  seven  hundred  dollars 
for  his  services;  "  that  he  had  written  out  his  resignation, 
and  banded  it  to  P.  B.  Bradley,  who  lived  at  the  place 
where  the  governor  resided,  with  instructions  to  give  it  to 
*  the  governor  when  ho  should  adviso  him  so  to  do;  that 
Bradley,  not  having  been  advised  by  Davis  to  deliver  the 
letter  to  the  governor,  had  not  done  so,  hut  still  retained  it 
in  his  possession.  The  majority  of  the  committee  thought 
these  facts  did  not  deprive  Davis  of  his  right  to  hold  his 
seat  in  the  senate,  and  recommended  the  passing  of  a  reso- 
lution that  Davis  was  constitutionally  and  legally  entitled 
to  hold  his  seat  in  that  body;  but  Springer  dissented  from  the 
opinion  of  the  majority,  and  made  a  minority  report.  .  In  his 
report,  Springer  referred  to  those  parts  of  the  constitution 
which  said  that  "  no  person  shall  be  a  member  of  the  house 
of  representatives  who  shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  be  a  free  white  male  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  state  or  territory  one 
year  next  preceding  his  election,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
election  have  an  actual  residence  of  thirty  days  in  the 
county  or  district  he  may  be  chosen  to  represent."  Sen- 
ators shall  be  chosen  for  the  term  of  four  years,  at  the  same 
time  and  place  as  representatives ;  they  shall  be  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  and  posses  the  qualifications  of  representatives 
as  to  residence  and  citizenship."  Springer  contended  that 
Davis,  having  moved  out  of  his  district,  and  having  accepted 
the  position  of  deputy  surveyor,  and  discharged  the  duties 
of  the  same,  were  both  causes  for  vacating  his  seat. ;  and  he 
also  claimed  that  the  letter  of  resignation,  written  out  and 
put  in  the  hands  of  Bradley,  was  a  resignation ;  and  he 
recommended  the  adopting  of  a  resolution  declaring  the 
seat  of  Davis  vacant. 

The  resolution  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  was 
adopted  by  a  strict  party  vote  of  eleven  to  seven  (Davis  not 
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voting) — all  the  democrats  voting  in  favor  of  the  resolution, 
and  the  whigs  against  it. 

In  the  case  of  Baker,  the  committee  found  that  at  the 
previous  August  election,  after  lie  had  served  one  e 
in  the  legislature,  he  had  been  elected  to  the  office  of  pros- 
ecuting attorney  for  Polk  county,  and  continued  to  hold 
that  office.  On  this  report  Baker  was  declared  by  the 
senate  to  be  entitled  to  hold  his  seat  by  the  same  vote  as 
was  given  in  Davis's  case. 

In  the  case  of  Whitaker,  the  committee  found  that  he  had 
only  been  appointed  as  afn  agent  to  select  the  lands  given  to 
the  state  for  the  endowment  of  the  university,  and  that  it 
was  not  such  an  office  as  was  contemplated  in  the  constitu- 
tion, and  did  not  make  him  incompetent  to  hold  his  seat. 
This  report  was  also  concurred  in  by  the  senate.  These 
decisions  seem  to  have  been  more  the  result  of  party  con- 
siderations than  any  construction  put  upon  the  constitu- 
tion. 

While  these  contests  were  going  on  in  the  senate,  there 
was  a  case  of  a  similar  character  in  the  house.  John  N". 
Kinsman,  a  democrat,  who  had  been  elected  to  represent 
the  district  composed  of  Marion,  Polk,  Dallas,  and  Jasper 
counties,  and  had  served  at  the  previous  session  of  the  legis- 
lature, again  appeared,  and  took  his  seat;  but  abjections 
were  raised  to  his  holding  it,  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  investigate  the  matter,  but  final  action  was  delayed  from 
time  to  time,  so  that  his  case  was  not  reported  upon  by  the 
committee  until  near  the  close  of  the  session.  It  appeared 
that  Kinsman  had  moved  out  of  the  district  he  represented, 
and  had  been  living  for  some  months  in  Mahaska  county ; 
which  facts  the  committee  reported  to  the  house,  without 
making  any  recommendation.  J.  C.  Hall,  who  stood  high 
in  the  legal  profession,  appeared  before  the  house  as  Kins- 
man's attorney,  and  advocated  his  right  to  hold  his  seat  in 
an  able  argument.  But  this  did  not  avail  Kinsman  any- 
thing. There  was  a  resolution  offered  declaring  his  seat 
vacant,  which  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  twenty  to  eighteen 
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(Kinsman  not  voting),  being  a  strict  party  vote  —  all  the 
whigs  voting  for  the  resolution,  and  the  democrats  againsi 
it;  and  so  Kinsman's  seat  was  declared  vacant,  which 
the  whigs  (counting  Clifton)  two  majority  in  thehouse. 
•  This  case,  like  those  in  the  senate,  seemed  to  have  been 
decided  upon  party  feelings,  without  any  reference  to  the 
letter  of  the  constitution.  Against  this  decision  the  demo- 
crats drew  up  and  signed  a  lengthy  protest,  which  they  had 
placed  upon  the  journals.  In  this  protest  they  claimed  that 
the  action  of  the  whigs  in  declaring  Kinsman's  seaf  vacant 
was  tyrannical,  and  without  precedent,  and  set  out  at  length 
the  rer8ons  why  they  came  to  this  conclusion. 

The  democrats,  after  the  election  of  Kent  in  the  place  of 
Conlce,  had  a  clear  majority  in  the  legislature  on  joint  bal- 
lot, on  which  they  could  rely,  and  the  convening  of  the  leg- 
lature  brought  nearly  all  the  leading  politicians  to  the  cap- 
ital, either  as  candidates  or  to  electioneer  for  some  special 
friend.  The  democrats  held  a  secret  caucus,  and  nominated 
their  candidates  for  senators  (A.  C.  Dodge  and  Thomas  W. 
Wilson)  and  judges,  but  kept  their  nonimations  a  profound 
secret,  and  it  was  not  known  who  the  nominees  were  as 
long  as  there  wras  a  prospect  of  having  an  election.  The 
senate  passed  a  resolution  to  go  into  joint  convention  soon 
after  the  legislature  assembled  ;  but  in  the  house  those  who 
had  counted  on  Clifton  acting  with  the  democrats  were  dis- 
appointed, for  on  all  political  questions  he  voted  with  the 
whigs,  which  gave  the  latter  party  a  majority  of  one. 
There  were  repeated  moves  made  in  the  house,  on  the  part 
of  the  democrats,  to  go  into  joint  convention,  but  every 
attempt  failed,  the  vote  generally  standing  nineteen  to 
twenty. 

The  principal  reasons  assigned  by  the  governor  for  con- 
vening the  legislature,  were  to  remedy  the  defects  in  the 
school  law  occasioned  by  the  law  not  taking  effect  at  the 
time  it  was  designed  to  have  it;  but  the  legislature  passed 
no  law  which  materially  effected  the  school  interest,  or 
made  the  condition  of  things  much,  if  any,  better  than  they 
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would  have  been  had  there  been  no  session.  The  whiga 
introduced  a  hill  to  legalize  the  nets  of  Harlan,  and  author- 
izing him  to  hold  the  office  for  three  years,  the  time  for 
which  he  was?supposed  to  have  been  elected  ;  but  the  dem- 
ocrats opposed  the  hill,  and  it  was  defeated. 

The  real  cause  for  convening  tin;  legislature  appears  to 
have  been  the  election  of  United  States  senators  and 
supreme  judges,  but  the  whigs,  with  the  vote  of  Clifton, 
prevented  a  joint  convention,  and  these  offices  were  not 
filled. 

There  was  an  act  passed  at  this  session  providing  for  a 
revision  of  the  laws  of  the  state;  and  Charles  Mason,  of 
Des  Moines  county,  William  G.  Woodward,  of  Muscatine 
county,  and  Stephen  Hempstead,  of  Dubuque  county,  were 
appointed  commissioners  to  revise  and  prepare  a  code  of 
laws. 

During  this  winter,  the  propriety  of  taking  some  meas- 
ures for  the  constructing  of  railroads  in  the  state  was  agi- 
tated in  the  northern  part  of  the  state,  and  interest  enough 
taken  to  have  a  convention  called,  which  was  held  at  Iowa 
City,  and  was  very  fully  attended.  At  this  convention  the 
projects  were  conceived  of  building  two  roads  —  one  from 
Davenport,  via  Iowa  City,  to  Des  Moines,  and  thence  to 
some  point  on  the  Missouri  river  near  Council  fluff's,  and 
another,  running  north  and  south,  from  Dubuque,  via  Iowa 
City,  to  Keokuk.  To  aid  in  these  enterprises,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  ask  aid  of  the  general  government,  and  the  legis- 
lature was  requested  to  memorialize  congress  for  a  grant  of 
the  public  lands.  The  legislature  passed  memorials,  asking 
congress  for  a  grant  of  lands,  consisting  of  every  alternate 
section  for  a  distance  of  five  miles  on  each  side  of  the  pro- 
posed roads.  Those  who  moved  in  this  matter  first  were 
actuated  more  by  the  hopes  of  making  some  political  capital 
out  of  it  than  by  any  idea  that  it  would  ever  amount  to  any- 
thing real;  but  the  labors  of  this  convention  attracted  con- 
siderable attention,  and  the  public  mind  soon  began  to  re- 
gard the  proposed  projects  as  practical  undertakings,  and 
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the  future  proved  that  thi8  convention  was  not.  without  ben- 
eficial results. 

The  supreme  court  having  decided  that  the  school  officers 
elected  at  the  April  election  had  no  authority  to  discharge 
the  various  trusts  for  which  they  were  elected,  and  no  law 
authorizing  them  to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  several 
offices  having  been  passed  at  the  called  session,  it  became 
necessary  to  have  another  election  for  superintendent,  and 
for  other  officers.  Harlan  was  again  the  whig  candidate, 
while  the  democrats  selected  Thomas  II.  Benton  for  the 
position.  Benton  had  been  a  member  of  the  senate  for  the 
past  two  sessions,  and  in  the  deliberations  of  that  body  had 
proved  himself  to  be  an  able  debater,  was  quite  popular 
throughout  the  state,  and  was  thought  to  be  a  match  for 
Harlan  in  a  political  canvass.  They  commenced  the  can- 
vass soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  and 
traveled  together  all  over  the  state.  The  contest  \va3  so 
close  that  it  was  doubtful  for  a  long  time  which  was  elected, 
but,  upon  officially  counting  the  vote,  it  was  found  that 
Benton  had  a  majority  of  seventeen. 

The  whigs  made  a  great  clamor  about  the  election,  claim- 
ing that  it  was  not  fair,  and  that  Harlan  had  been  cheated 
out- of  the  office;  but  Harlan  never  undertook  to  contest 
the  election,  and  Benton  qualified,  and  proceeded  ,to  the 
discharge  of  his  official  duties.  It  was  considered  by  many 
that  Harlan  had  not  been  fairly  dealt  with  by  the  democrats 
in  being  turned  out  of  his  office,  and  it  created  a  sympathy 
in  his  favor,  and  made  him  the  prominent  man  of  the  state 
in  the  whig  party ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  Cutler,  who 
brought  to  public  attention  the  defect  which  prevented 
Harlan  from  holding  the  office  for  the  full  term  of  three 
years,  though  encouraged  and  sustained  in  his  acts  by  many 
of  the  democratic  political  leaders,  was  condemned  by  the 
masses,  and  was  never  afterwards  elected  to  any  station  of 
trust  by  the  people. 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  the  commis- 
sions of  the  supreme  judges  expired,  and  it  became  the 
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duty  of  the  governor  to  make  other  appointments.  Kinney 
and  Green  were  re-appointed  associate  judges,  but  S.  Clin- 
ton Hastings,  of  Muscatine,  received  the  appointment  of 
chief  justice,  in  the  place  of  Williams.  Hastings  was  a 
shrewd  politician,  and  not  very  scrupulous  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  he  carried  his  points,  if  he  could  only  succeed,  and 
in  getting  this  appointment  over  the  former  chief  justice,  he 
resorted  to  strategy.  A  short  time  hefore  the  appointments 
were  to  be  made,  he  caused  it  to  be  represented  to  the  gov- 
ernor that  Williams  had  had  an  offer  to  engage  in  other 
busiuess,  at  a  much  better  compensation  than  he  would  re- 
ceive by  being  on  the  bench,  and  that  he  did  not  desire  the 
appointment.  The  governor,  believing  this,  gave  the  ap- 
pointment to  Hastings,  and  left  the  old  chief  justice  a  private 
citizen,  much  to  the  chagrin  of  himself  and  friends. 


INCIDENTS  CONNECTED  WITH  TEE  EAELY  SETTLEMENT  OF 
MAEION  COUNTY. 


BY  WM.  M.  DONNEL. 


DURING  the  early  settlement  of  the  county,  some  por- 
tions of  it  were  infested  with  thieves.  Being  sparsely 
settled,  with  no  railroads  or  telegraph  lines,  excellent  op- 
portunities were  afforded  for  the  escape  and  secretion  of 
persons  with  stolen  property.  Horse  stealing  wTas  exten- 
sively carried  on  by  an  organized  band,  who  extended  their 
route  from  Independence,  Missouri,  north-east,  by  way  of 
Red  Rock  (Marion  county)  and  Fairfield,  up  the  Mississippi 
river,  terminating  at  Prairie  du  Chien.  Sometimes  these 
marauders  would  bring  negroes  with  them  from  Missouri, 
for  the  purpose  of  returning  them  and  obtaining  the  re- 
wards offered  for  the  capture  of  run-away  slaves.  They 
also  extended  their  business  to  the  robbing  of  stores  and 
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Htabk^H,  biding  with  their  booty  in  the  thickly-wooded 
ravines  by  day,  and  traveling  by  night.    An  instance  in 

which  this  gang  wa8  foiled  in  a  contemplated  raid  upon  the 

village  of  Bod  Rock,  in  worth  relating:  — 

In  the  summer  of  1848,  E.  EL  Baker  kept  a  Mora  in  thin 
place,  and  employed  a  young  man  named  Thomas  Stan  field 
as  salesman  during  a  protracted  absence  at  St.  Louis  lor 
goods.  Stanfield  hoarded  at  the  residence  of  a  man  named 
Bowen  —  a  man  of  rough  deportment,  and  notorious  for 
drunkenness.  He  was  scarcely  ever  known  to  he  sober, 
and,  with  two  other  dissipated  idlers  about  town,  named 
Leach  and  Tusaro,  was  suspected  of  getting  his  subsistence 
by  dishonest  means.  However,  he  and  young  Stanfield 
were  intimate  friends,  and  Bowen  frequently  manifested  a 
confidence  and  interest  in  the  youth  that  roused  a  suspicion 
in  the  latter  that  led  him  to  wish  to  investigate  what  was  at 
first  couched  in  mysterious  hints  thrown  out  by  the  former 
during  his  drunken  fits.  "  Tom,"  he  would  often  say,  in  a 
confidential  manner,  when  they  were  alone,  "  I  could  tell 
you  a  way  that  you  and  I  could  make  out  living  easier  than 
by  hard  work."  And  Tom  would  respond  that  he  was  in 
for  anything  that  would  prove  profitable  —  he  was  for  easy 
work  and  big  pay,  no  matter  what  the  character  of  the  busi- 
ness might  be.  This  was  intended  to  humor  his,friend, 
strengthen  his  confidence,  and  lead  to  a  revelation  of  what 
he  feared  was  intended  for  mischief  to  somebody. 

One  Sunday,  after  having  repeated  his  desire  to  initiate 
his  young  friend  into  the  easy  and  profitable  business  in 
question,  and  having  received  the  apparently  confidential 
acquiescence  of  the  latter,  Bowen  invited  Tom  to  a  rendez- 
vous at  the  store,  after  dark,  where  he  was  to  let  him  into 
the  whole  secret,  and  Tom  was  to  join  in  the  enterprise. 
Feeling  much  excited  on  the  subject,  and  desirous  of  know- 
ing the  whole  truth,  the  young  man  consented  to  the  inter- 
view, and  promised  to  become  a  party  in  the  enterprise. 
He  arranged  to  be  at  the  store  (where  he  lodged  nights) 
first,  and  there  was  to  be  joined  by  Bowen  at  a  certain 
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hour;  and  then  the  whole  matter  was  to  be  talked  over, 
and  all  necessary  arrangements  made  fur  an  organized 
movement. 

Tom,  however,  was  not  desirous  of  bearing  ho  heavy  a 
secret  alone.  The  responsibility  of  so  momentous  an  affair 
was  altogether  too  much  for  him.  lie  needed  counsel,  and 
decided  to  confide  the  matter  to  Elias  Williams,  a  young 
man  a  few  years  his.  senior,  who  was  then  at  Red  Rock, 
studying  medicine  under  Dr.  Matthews,  and  ask  his  aid  in 
the  emergency.  He  therefore  went  to  see  Williams,  and 
asked  him  to  take  a  walk  with  him,  stating  that  he  had 
something  of  importance  to  reveal  to  him,  and  needed  his 
help.  Williams,  thinking  it  might  he  some  love  affair  of 
his  friend's,  accompanied  him  to  the  shelter  of  the  grove 
north  of  town.  Here  Stanfield  told  the  doctor  of  the  in- 
tended interview  with  Bowen,  and  why  he  believed  it  was 
intended  for  mischief.  ]STot  wishing  to  be  alone  with  such 
a  man  as  Bowen,  at  such  a  time  and  in  such  a  place,  and 
also  desiring  a  witness  to  the  interview,  he  asked  Williams 
what  he  could  do  to  help  him.  A  plan  was  thereupon 
arranged  for  the  doctor  to  be  present.  It  required  much 
caution  to  execute  the  plan  unobserved  by  Bowen,  but  the 
doctor  was  on  the  alert,  and  got  to  the  store  in  time.  In  the 
ceiling,  directly  over  the  counter,  was  a  square  hole,  just 
large  enough  to  admit  a  person  through  to  the  unfinished 
loft.  Through  this  hole  Williams,  aided  by  his  confederate, 
managed  to  squeeze  himself.  There  being  no  upper  floor, 
and  the  lath  being  unsafe  for  a  heavy  person  to  rest  upon, 
the  doctor  was  obliged  to  stretch  himself  upon  a  log  joist, 
making  his  position  as  easy  as  possible  by  placing  a  blanket 
under  him. 

Just  after  having  disposed  himself  in  this  position,  with 
his  head  near  the  aperture,  the  better  to  hear  all  that  might 
be  said,  Bowen  made  his  presence  known  at  the  door,  and 
was  admitted.  As  he  stepped  within,  he  thrust  both  hands 
into  the  pockets  of  his  pants,  and  drew  forth  a  couple  of 
small,  steel-barreled  revolvers,  and,  looking  sternly  at  his 
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companion,  as  ho  held  them  before  him,  cocked,  ho  re- 
marked, "  By  (J — d,  Tom,  here  in  something  that  never 
betrays  me !  " 

Poor  Tom,  not  knowing  but  that  the  half-drunken  des- 
perado had  discovered  the  plot,  turned  pale,  and  trembled 
with  fright;  but,  knowing  he  had  a  witness  and  faithful 
help  at  hand,  managed  to  restrain  any  more  visible  evidence 
of  bis  fear,  and  quickly  produced  what  was  recognized  by 
Bowen  as  a  token  of  good  will  — a  jug  of  whisky,  glasses, 
and  sugar  —  and  invited  him  to  help  himself. 

Having  done  so  liberally,  Bowen  opened  the  conference 
with  a  history  of  the  company  mentioned  in  the  beginning 
of  this  article,  stating  that  be,  Leach,  and  Tusaro  were 
members  ;  that  a  squad  of  them  were  on  the  way  from  In- 
dependence, and  were  to  arrive  on  next  Thursday  night, 
with  horses  ;  that  be,  Bowen,  Tusaro,  and  Leach  were,  on 
that  night,  to  rob  Stanley's  and  Matthews'  stores,  steal  all 
the  horses  they  could  get  in  town,  and  be  off ;  that,  on  ac- 
count of  Stanfield's  association  with,  and  aid  in,  the  plot  — 
he  having  already  signified  bis  intention  to  join  the  gang  — 
Baker's  store  was  not  to  be  disturbed,  etc. 

The  interview  lasted  till  about  midnight.  All  the  advant- 
ages and  disadvantages,  possibilities  and  impossibilities, 
connected  with  the  under  iking,  were  thoroughly  discussed, 
and  young  Stantield  seemed  delighted  with  the  prospect  of 
plenty  of  money  to  be  thus  easily  made. 

To  the  doctor,  however,  the  situation  was  not  so  agreea- 
ble. Though  as  deeply  interested  in  the  plot  as  a  man 
could  be,  bis  narrow,  bard  bed  and  constrained  stillness 
grew  uncomfortable  ;  and,  to  add  to  bis  discomfort,  a  hun- 
gry mouse  persisted  in  nibbling  one  of  bis  big  toes.  Once, 
indeed,  the  teeth  of  the  little  pest  penetrated  so  deeply  a3 
to  cause  the  doctor  to  give  a  violent  kick,  making  a  noise 
loud  enough  to  be  heard  below,  but,  as  it  was  not  unlike 
that  often  made  by  mice,  no  particular  notice  was  taken  of 
it  by  Bowen. 

It  may  be  supposed  that  the  young  adventurers  were 
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glad  when  the  meeting  adjourned.  Williams  was  soon  re- 
leased from  his  hard  bud,  and  from  the  persecutions  of  the 
mouse,  and  took  up  his  quarters  for  the  remainder  of  the 
night  with  Stanfield,  behind  the  counter,  where  they  dis- 
cussed the  matter  and  decided  what  next  to  do.  Having 
concluded  not  to  let  anyone  know  of  the  contemplated  raid 
until  on  the  day  of  the  night  on  which  it  was  to  come  oil', 
lest  the  raiders  themselves  might  somehow  get  a  hint  of  it, 
and  escape  punishment,  they  then  privately  informed  those 
who  were  most  strictly  interested,  adding  cautions  not  to 
betray  their  knowledge  of  it,  by  any  means.  But  such  was 
the  excitement  produced  by  the  intelligence,  that  these 
admonitions  were  either  forgotten  or  disregarded.  Men 
got  out  their  old  guns  and  pistols,  and  rubbed  them  up  and 
put  them  in  shooting  order,  giving  rise  to  inquiries  one  of 
another  as  to  what  it  meant,  and  this  resulted  in  whisper- 
ings and  anxious  looks  that  could  not  but  betray,  even  to  a 
stranger,  the  prospect  of  something  unusual  to  take  place. 
On  Thursday  Bowen  and  Leach  wrere  on  the  lookout  for 
these  signs  all  day.  They  were  observed  to  be  passing  from 
one  business  place  to  another,  not  seeming  to  see  or  hear 
anything  in  particular,  yet  keenly  on  the  alert  to  all  that 
passed.  The  fact  that  they  heard  and  saw  enough  for  their 
purpose,  was  apparent  that  night.  Stores  and  s-tables  were 
closely  guarded,  but  no  thieves  came.  On  the  second  or 
third  day  following,  Bowen's  absence  was  discovered,  he 
having  disappeared  during  the  night.  He  was  soon  fol- 
lowed by  Leach  and  Tusaro.  In  further  proof  of  their  in- 
tended raid,  signs  were  shortly  afterwards  discovered,  in 
the  thick  woods  not  far  from  town,  of  a  company  of  men 
and  horses  having  been  secreted  there  for  a  short  time, 
probably  on  the  night  in  question,  to  await  the  action  of 
their  confederates  in  town. 

This  timely  discovery,  though  it  did  not  result,  as  it  should 
have  resulted,  in  the  arrest  and  punishment  of  the  thieves, 
did  at  least  put  an  end  to  their  operations  about  Red  Rock. 
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HON.  SAMUEL  J.  KIRKWOOD/ 


SAMUEL  JORDAN  KIRKWOOD  was  horn  December 
20th,  1813,  in  Earford  county,  Maryland,  on  hifl  father's 
farm.  His  father  was  twice  married  —  first  to  a  lady  named 
Coulson,  by  whom  lie  had  two  sons,  and,  after  her  death,  to 
Mary  Alexander,  by  whom  he  had  three  children,  all  sons, 
the  youngest  of  whom  is  the  subject  of  these  notes.  Of 
these  children,  one  of  the  first  and  one  of  the  second  mar- 
riage are  dead.  The  father  of  Governor  Kirkwood  was  a 
native  of  Maryland,  his  ancestors  having  settled  there  pre- 
vious to  the  revolutionary  war ;  his  mother  was  born  in 
Scotland,  and  both  parents  were  strict  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church. 

When  ten  years  old,  young  Kirkwood  was  sent  to  Wash- 
ington city  to  attend  a  school  taught  by  a  relative  named 
John  McLcod.  He  remained  at  school  four  years,  when  he 
entered  a  drug  store  at  Washington  as  clerk,  in  which  occu- 
pation he  continued  till  after  attaining  his  majority,  with 
the  exception  of  about  eighteen  months  spent  in  teaching 
in  York  county,  Pennsylvania.  Daniel  Kirkwood,  a  cousin, 
now  a  professor  in  the  State  University  of  Indiana,  and  a 
man  well  known  in  the  world  of  science,  was  one  of  his 
pupils. 

In  1835,  Governor  Kirkwood  left  Washington,  and  settled 
in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  where  he  assisted  his  father  and 
brother  (who  had  removed  from  Maryland  there)  in  clear- 
ing a  farm.  In  1841  he  entered,  as  a  student,  the  law  office 
of  Thomas  W.  Bartley  (afterwards  governor  of  Ohio),  and 
in  1843  was  admitted  to  the  bar  by  the  supreme  court  of 
Ohio.  He  then  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  with  his 
former  preceptor,  Mr.  Bartley,  forming  an  association  which 
continued  for  eight  years  —  Governor  Kirkwood  in  the  mean- 
time attaining  a  hisrh  standing  at  the  bar  of  Ohio.  From 


*  For  many  of  the  facts  embraced  in  this  sketch,  we  are  indebted  to  the  Western  Life- 
Boat,  a  magazine  devoted  to  western  biography,  published  at  Ues  Moines,  nnder  the 
chief  editorial  management  of  Abraham  C.  Edmunds. 
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1845  to  1849  he  served  :is  prosecuting  attorney  of  his  county. 
Iii  1849  he  was  elected,  as  a  democrat,  to  represent  his 
county  and  district  in  the  constitutional  convention.  This 
body  met  in  Columbus  in  1850,  but,  after  a  session  of  three 
months,  adjourned  to  Cincinnati,  where  it  sat  for  six  monthsj 
In  these  long  sessions,  in  which  was  framed  the  present 
constitution  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  Governor  Kirkwood  was 
an  active  and  influential  member.  In  1851,  Mr.  Bartley, 
his  partner,  having  been  elected  to  the  supreme  judiciary  of 
the  state,  Kirkwood  formed  a  co-partnership  with  Barnabas 
Barns,  with  whom  lie  continued  to  practice  until  the  spring 
of  1855,  when  he  removed  to  the  west. 

Up  to  1854  Governor  Kirkwood  had  acted  with  the  dem- 
ocratic party.  But  the  measures  proposed  and  sustained 
that  year  by  the  democracy  in  congress,  concentrated  in 
what  was  known  as  the  Kansas-Xebjaska  act,  drove  him 
with  hosts  of  anti-slavery  democrats,  out  of  the  party,  and 
he  was  besought  by  the  opposition  in  the  M  Richland  dis- 
trict "  to  become  their  candidate  for  congress,  but  declined^ 

In  1855  he  came  in  a  quiet  way  to  Iowa,  and  settled  twro 
miles  north-west  of  Iowa  City,  where  is  now  the  manufac- 
turing town  of  Coralville,  but  which  was  then  a  mere  mill- 
site,  and  known  as  "  Clark's  Dam,"  where  his  brother-in- 
law,  Ezekiel  Clark,  had,  years  before,  constructed  a  dam  in 
the  Iowa  river,  and  built  a  flouring  mill.  Here  Kirkwood 
entered  into  partnership  with  Clark  in  the  milling  business, 
and  kept  aloof  from  public  affairs,  few  of  his  new-made 
neighbors  dreaming  that  the  careless,  burly-looking,  but 
good-natured,  miller  carried  a  statesman's  head  and  an  ora- 
tor's tongue.  Iowa  City  was  then  the  state  capital,  red-holTf 
and.  sizzing  with  political  excitement  over  the  first  conse-  \ 
quences  of  the  adoption  by  congress  of  Douglas's  "  squatter 
sovereignty "  theory,  and  it  was  impossible  that  an  old 
stumper  like  Kirkwood  could  long  conceal  his  powers  of 
oratory.  One  evening,  while  attending  a  political  meeting 
in  the  capitol  as  an  auditor,  he  was  called  out  by  some  one 
conversant  with  his  past  history,  and  in  response  he  deliv- 
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ered  such  an  address  as  at  once  secured  for  liim  ;i  reputa- 
tion of  the  very  highest  character,  which  lie  has  maintained 
to  this  day,  for  native  eloquence  in  oft-hand  debate. 

In  1856  he  was  elected  to  the  state  senate  from  the  dis- 
trict composed  of  the  counties  of  Iowa  and  Johnson,  and 
served  through  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  held  at 
Iowa  City  and  the  first  one  held  at  Des  Moines.  At  this 
latter  session,  held  in  1858,  was  adopted  for  Iowa,  mainly 
through  his  advocacy,  the  state  hanking  system,  which  had 
been  found  advantageous  and  safe  in  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and 
some  other  states  ;  and  it  proved  a  great  blessing  to  Iowa, 
not  a  dollar's  loss  having  been  sustained  through  it  to  any 
person,  from  the  time  of  its  adoption  till  superseded  by  the 
present  national  banking  system. 

In  1859  Kirkwood  was  made  the  standard-bearer  of  the 
republicans  of  Iowa.  This  was  before  the  days  of  "  Gran- 
gers' lodges,"  but,  as  a  miller,  he  "told  his  beads  to  Ceres," 
and  bore  on  his  banner  the  device  of  the  u  plow-handle," 
and,  after  a  stern  contest  with  as  able  and  popular  a  com- 
petitor as  General  A.  C.  Dodge,  he  was  elected  governor  of 
"Iowa  by  a  majority  of  over  three  thousand.  In  the  October 
preceding  his  inauguration,  John  Brown  had  made  his  fatal 
misadventure  at  Harper's  Ferry,  Virginia,  and,  with  some 
of  his  followers,  had  been  captured,  tried,  condemned,  and 
executed  with  a  cruel  dispatch  that  startled  the  country, 
and  which  has  hardly  been  equalled  in  any  land,  except  by 
the  judicial  murder  of  Mrs.  Surratt  and  her  co-conspirators. 
But  not  all  of  John  Brown's  associates  went  to  the  gallows. 
Among  others,  Barclay  Coppic,  whose  brother  had  been 
hung  two  weeks  subsequent  to  Brow^n's  execution,  had 
escaped,  and  returned  to  his  home  at  Springdale,  Cedar 
county,  Iowa,  and  Governor  Letcher,  who  succeeded  Wise 
(Brown's  hangman)  as  executive  of  Virginia,  made  a  requi- 
sition for  him  on  Governor  Kirkwood.  The  sympathies  of 
the  governor  of  Iowa  were  all  in  favor  of  the  fugitive,  but 
his  oath  of  office  would  have  required  the  surrender  of 
Coppic  if  the  requisition  had  been  made  in  due  form. 
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Happily  for  Coppic  and  the  governor,  fchifl  was  not.  the  ca  •. 
and  the  governor  wuh  obliged  to  deny  the  demand  of  the 
requisition,  on  the  ground  of  its  invalidity.    Here  waa  a 
question,  at  the  very  threshold  of  his  gubernatorial  office, 
the  proper  solution  of  which  might  have  baffled  a  weak  or 
wavering  executive,  for  it  must  he  remembered  that  at  the 
time  this  demand  was  made  puhlic  sentiment,  even  in  the 
north,  so  strongly  condemned  Brown's  act,  that  it  would 
have  remanded  all  participators  in  it,  despite  mere  tech- 
nicalities.    Some   sharp  correspondence  on  the  subject 
passed  between  the  two  executives,  in  an  indirect  way,  as 
special  messages  to  the  legislatures  of  their  respective  states, 
then  in  session.    In  concluding  his  special  message  to  the 
legislature  on  this  subject,  Kirkwood  said,  prophetically, 
alluding  to  the  threats  of  secession  on  the  then  approach- 
ing accession  of  Lincoln  to  the  presidency,  and  speaking  for 
the  people  of  Iowa,  "  They  will  see  to  it  that  the  Union 
shall  still  be  preserved."    And  they  did  see  to  it,  with  more 
than  forty  thousand  volunteers,  and  with  their  blood,  that 
reddened  nearly  every  battle-field  of  the  rebellion.  For 
then  came  the  great  civil  war,  which  began  before  the  ex- 
piration of  his  first  term,  with  all  its  new  and  perplexing 
difficulties  for  loyal  governors  to  solve.  As  governor,  during 
the  darkest  days  of  the  rebellion,  he  performed  .an  exceed- 
ingly important  duty.   He  secured  a  prompt  response  by  vol- 
unteers to  all  requisitions  by  the  federal  government  on  the 
state  for  troops,  so  that  during  his  governorship  no  "draft" 
took  place  in  Iowa,  and  no  regiment,  except  the  first,  en- 
listed for  less  than  three  years,  and  he  maintained  the  state's 
credit.    The  legislature,  at  its  extra  session  in  1861,  author- 
ized the  sale  of  §800,000  in  bonds,  to  assist  in  arming  and 
equipping  troops.    So  frugally  was  this  wTork  done,  that  but 
$300,000  of  the  bonds  were  sold,  and  the  remaining  $500,000 
not  having  been  required,  the  bonds  representing  this 
amount  were  destroyed  by  order  of  the  succeeding  legisla- 
ture. 

In  October,  1861,  Kirkwood  was,  with  comparatively  lit- 
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tie  opposition,  re-elected  governor  —  an  honor  accorded  for 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  state  —  his  majority  hav- 
ing been  about  eighteen  thousand.  During  his  second  term 
lie  was  appointed  minister  to  Denmark  by  President  Lin- 
coln, but  declined  to  enter  upon  his  diplomatic  duties  till 
the  expiration  of  his  term  as  governor.  The  position  was 
kept  open  for  him  till  that  time,  but,  when  it  came,  pressing 
private  business  compelled  a  declination  of  the  office  alto- 
gether. 

In  January,  1866,  he  was  a  prominent  candidate  before 
the  legislature  for  United  States  senator.  Senator  Harlan 
had  resigned  the  senatorship  upon  his  appointment  to  the 
office  of  secretary  of  the  interior  by  President  Lincoln,  just 
before  his  death,  but  had  withdrawn  from  the  cabinet  soon 
after  the  accession  of  Mr.  Johnson  to  the  presidency.  In 
this  way  it  happened  that  the  legislature  had  two  terms  of 
United  States  senator  to  fill  —  a  short  term  of  two  years,  to 
fill  Harlan's  unexpired  term,  and  a  long  term  of  six  years, 
to  immediately  succeed  this,  and  Harlan  had  now  become 
a  candidate  for  his  own  successorship,  to  which  Kirkwood 
also  aspired.  Ultimately,  Kirkwood  was  elected  for  the 
first  and  Harlan  for  the  second  term.  During  his  brief 
senatorial  service,  Kirkwood  did  not  hesitate  to  measure 
swords  with  Senator  Sumner,  whose  natural  egotism  had 
begotten  in  him  an  arrogant  and  dictatorial  manner,  borne 
with  humbly  until  then  by  his  colleagues,  in  deference  to 
his  long  experience  and  eminent  ability,  but  unpalatable  to 
an  independent  western  senator  like  Kirkwood. 

At  the  close  of  *his  senatorial  term,  March  4th,  1867,  he 
resumed  the  practice  of  law,  which  he  has  lately  relin- 
quished to  accept  the  presidency  of  the  Iowa  City  Savings 
Bank. 

Governor  Kirkwood  was  married  in  1843,  to  Miss  Jane 
Clark,  a  native  of  Ohio.  They  have  no  children.  In  height, 
he  is  five  feet  eleven  inches.  Though  turning  three  score 
years,  he  appears  still  in  his  prime.  His  gait  is  firm ;  his 
blue  eyes  are  bright ;  his  dark  hair  is  but  slightly  tinged 
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with  gray.   In  matters  of  dress,  he  is  prone  to  negligence. 

Nevertheless,  when  occasion  requires,  Ik;  dons  apparel  the 
most  becoming  (eschewing,  however,  all  such  neck  covering 
as  ties  or  kerchiefs),  and  with  ample  folds  of  smooth  white 
linen  covering  his  broad  chest,  and  his  throat  bronzed  and 
hoarse  from  the  suns  and  speeches  of  many  political 
campaigns,  when  he  ascends  the  stump  and  sends  his 
voice,  loud  and  clarion  as  the  calliope,  through  acres  of 
auditors,  few  bave  a  more  manly  bearing  than  he.  In  man- 
ners, he  is  aflable  and  pleasant,  and,  above  all',  he  has  a 
soul  magnanimous  enough  to  overlook  a  fault  and  forget  an 
injury.  In  short,  in  some  of  his  attributes  he  resembles 
Abraham  Lincoln.  By  the  people  of  Iowa,  or  by  the  cen- 
tral government,  he  may  yet  be  recalled  from  the  retirement 
he  delights  in  to  honors  higher  than  he  aspires  to. 


NOTES  ON  THE  HISTORY  OP  POTTAWATTAMIE  COUNTY. 


BY  D.  C.  BLOOMER. 


(Continued  from  page  539.) 

THE  Pacific  Railroad  bill  became  a  law  on  the  1st  of  July, 
1862. 

The  following  is  the  official  communication  from  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  explanatory  of  his  order  fixing  the  terminus 
of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  :  — 
"  To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States :  — 

"  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  1st 
instant,  respecting  the  points  of  commencement  of  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  on  the  one  hundredth  degree  of  west  longi- 
tude, and  of  the  branch  road  from  the  western  boundary  of 
Iowa  to  the  said  one  hundredth  degree  of  longitude,  I  trans- 
mit the  accompanying  report  from  the  secretary  of  the  in- 
terior, containing  the  information  called  for. 
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"I  deem  it  proper  to  add,  that  on  the  17th  day  of  Novem- 
ber last,  an  executive  order  was  made  upon  this  Bubject,  and 
delivered  to  the  vice  president  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
Company,  which  fixed  the  point  on  the  western  boundary 
of  the  state  of  Iowa,  from  which  the  company  should  con- 
struct their  branch  road  to  the  one  hundredth  degree  of 
west  longitude,  and  declared  it  to  be  within  the  limits  of  the 
township,  in  Iowa,  opposite  the  town  of  Omaha,  in  Nebraska. 
Since  then,  the  company  has  represented  to  me  that,  upon 
actual  surveys  made,  it  has  determined  upon  the  precise 
point  of  departure  of  their  said  branch  road  from  the  Mis- 
souri river,  and  located  the  same  as  described  in  the  accom- 
panying report  of  the  secretary  of  the  interior,  which  point 
is  within  limits  designated  in  the  order  of  November  last; 
and,  inasmuch  as  that  order  is  not  of  record  in  any  of  the 
executive  departments,  and  the  company  having  desired  a 
more  definite  one,  I  have  made  the  order,  of  which  a  copy 
is  herewith,  and  caused  the  same  to  be  filed  in  the  depart- 
ment of  the  interior. 

"Abraham  Lincoln. 
"  Executive  Mansion,  March  9,  1864." 

OFFICIAL  ORDER. 

"I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  president  of  the  United  States, 
do,  upon  the  application  of  the  said  company,  designate  and 
establish  such  first  above  named  point  on  the  western  bound- 
ary of  the  state  of  Iowa,  east  of,  and  opposite  to,  the  line  of 
section  10,  in  township  15,  north  of  range  13,  east  of  the 
sixth  principal  meridian,  in  the  territory  of  Nebraska. 
"  Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  seventh  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-four. 

"  Abraham  Lincoln." 
The  point  thus  fixed  is  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the 
city  of  Council  Bluffs,  and  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany were  required,  by  act  of  congress  of  July  2.  1S64 ,  to 
construct,  operate,  and  use  their  road  as  one  continuous  line. 
The  work  on  the  road  was,  however,  necessarily  commenced 
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on  the  western  side  of  the  Missouri  river,  but  the  intention 
to  construct  a  bridge  across  it  wan  early  avowed,  as  in  no 
other  way  eonld  the  road  be  operated  as  a  continuous  line 
from  its  starting  or  initial  point  in  Iowa.  Earnest  discus- 
sions as  to  the  precise  point  at  which  the  bridge  should  be 
located  were  had  among  those  interested  in  the  subject. 
Three  several  points  were  proposed  —  two  of  them  within 
the  limits  of  the  city,  and  one  some  four  miles  south  of  it, 
at  Child's  mill.  The  report  of  General  Dodge,  the  chief 
engineer  of  the  company,  was  in  favor  of  the  latter  point, 
but,  after  a  long  and  protracted  discussion  and  examination, 
the  location  known  as  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  I  tail  road 
crossing,  was  finally  determined  on.  It  is  situated  nearly 
due  west  of  the  business  center  of  the  city  of  Council  Bluffs, 
and  necessitated  the  construction  of  a  high  bridge,  and,  for 
both  of  these  reasons,  was  generally  favored  by  the  people 
of  this  county.  The  decision  was  finally  made  by  the 
directors  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  on  the  last  day  of 
March,  1868,  and  the  announcement  was  made  here  on  the 
second  day  of  April.  It  produced  general  satisfaction  on 
all  sides,  and  in  the  evening  a  large  meeting  convened  in 
front  of  the  Pacific  House,  to  manifest  the  joy  of  the  people. 
A  number  of  addresses  by  prominent  citizens  were  made, 
and  the  meeting  separated  at  a  late  hour.  But  this  satis- 
factory solution  had  not  been  secured  without  a  good  deal 
of  effort  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  Council  Bluffs.  A 
committee,  consisting  of  J.  T.  Baldwin,  Horace  Everett,  and 
Thomas  Tostevin,  had  spent  some  clays  in  New  York,  nego- 
tiating terms  with  the  directors,  and  this  committee  had 
agreed  to  donate  to  the  company  bonds  of  the  city  to  the 
amount  of  §205,000,  provided  the  bridge  should  be  located 
at  the  point  finally  fixed  upon,  and,  provided  further,  that 
the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  should  erect,  either 
on  the  north-west  quarter  of  section  2,  township  74,  range 
44,  or  the  south-west  quarter  of  section  35,  township  75, 
range  44,  or  lands  adjoining  thereto,  such  suitable  buildings 
for  passenger  and  freight  depots  as  said  company  may  find 
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necessary;  $5,000  of  said  bonds  to  be  issued  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  the  right  of  way  for  the  company  through 
the  city,  and  $200,000  when  said  improvements  were  made. 
This  proposition  was  tendered  to  the  company  on  tin;  26th 
of  March,  1868,  and  it  very  soon  became  a  subject  of  earnest 
discussion  whether  or  not  it  should  be  rati  lied  by  the  city. 
The  special  election  to  decide  this  question  was  held  on  the 
27th  of  July,  18G8,  at  which  1,137  votes  were  cast,  alJ  of 
them  being  in  the  affirmative,  except  twenty-four.  A  copy 
of  the  resolution  thus  adopted,  authorizing  the  issue -of  the 
bonds  of  the  city,  was  laid  before  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  company,  and  the  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
bonds,  as  voted,  were  formally  accepted. 

Immediately  following  the  location  of  the  bridge,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  were  purchased,  at  three  hundred 
dollars  per  acre,  by  parties  interested  in  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad,  and  making,  with  the  lauds  previously  secured  by 
the  same  parties,  a  tract  containing  in  all  about  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  acres,  extending  eastwardly  two  and  a 
half  miles  from  the  Missouri  river,  and  all  within  the  limits 
of  the  city. 

Late  in  the  fall,  the  construction  of  the  bridge  was  com- 
menced by  Mr.  Boomer,  of  Chicago,  General  Smith  being 
the  superintendent  in  charge,  on  plans  prepared  by  General 
Dodge,  chief  engineer  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad.  Im- 
mense iron  tubes  or  cylinders,  eight  and  one-half  feet  in 
diameter,  soon  began  to  make  their  appearance  on  the  river 
bank,  and  the  necessary  machinery  was  set  up  for  sinking 
these  tubes  to  the  solid  rock,  a  distance  of  nearly  seventy 
feet  below  the  bed  of  the  river.  The  work  attracted  great 
numbers  of  visitors,  but  its  progress  was  quite  slow  during 
the  following  winter. 

In  July,  the  Council  Bluffs  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad  was 
completed  to  the  latter  city,  thereby  opening  a  continuous 
line  of  railroad  both  to  St.  Louis  and  Chicago.  Although 
only  six  miles  of  this  road  are  in  Pottawattamie  county,  yet 
our  people  had  contributed  largely  towards  its  construction, 
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and  it  has  always  been  a  favorite  road  with  them,  lis  depot 
is  in  the  southern  part  of  the  city. 

July  30,  General  Grant,  accompanied  by  Generals  Sher- 
man, Sheridan,  and  F.  P.  Blair,  passed  through  the  city. 
The  party  was  conveyed  in  carriages  from  the  river  to  the 
depot  of  the  Council  Blufta  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad,  at  which 
latter  point  a  large  number  of  citizens  assembled  to  greet 
them.  On  the  7th  of  September,  Schuyler  Colfax  arrived 
on  the  Northwestern  Railroad,  and  was  received  by  a  large 
assemblage  at  the  depot,  on  Broadway,  to  whom  h'e  made  a 
brief  speech,  and  was  afterwards  introduced  individually  to 
many  of  the  citizens. 

No  new  school  buildings  were  erected  this  year  in  Coun- 
cil Bluffs,  but  those  already  constructed  were  furnished  with 
new  and  improved  desks,  yards  enclosed,  and  outhouses 
erected.  In  July,  Mr.  Allen  Armstrong  was  engaged  to 
take  charge  of  the  schools  as  superintendent,  and  at  the 
commencement  of  the  school  year  a  high  school  was  opened 
under  his  supervision,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city.  The 
schoob  were  carefully  graded,  and  divided  into  four  depart- 
ments —  to-wit,  primary,  intermediate,  grammar,  and  high 
school  —  and  a  complete  code  of  regulations  for  their  gov- 
ernment was  adopted.  Twelve  teachers  were  employed  in 
the  schools  this  year,  and  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled  was 
about  nine  hundred. 

The  political  campaign  of  1868  began  early,  and  was  ex- 
ceedingly animated  to  its  close.  February  21st,  a  Grant 
club  was  organized,  and  the  following  officers  elected  ■ 
President,  J.  P.  Williams;  recording  secretary,  J.Lyman; 
corresponding  secretary,  L.  W.  Ross;  treasurer,  E.  R.  Downs. 
April  2d,  a  young  men's  democratic  club  was  organized, 
with  J.  C.  Turk,  president;  W.  S.  Williams,  vice  president; 
R.  L.  Montgomery,  secretary;  J.  N.  Casady,  treasurer; 
D.  Sheward,  corresponding  secretary.  Frequent  meetings 
of  these  organizations  were  held  during  the  summer,  and 
halls  were  rented  and  occupied  for  their  use.  Tanners  clubs 
were  organized  late  in  the  season  by  the  republicans,  and 
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Rough  and  Heady  clubs  by  the  democrats.  Torch-light 
processions  through  the  streets  weic  frequent  when  polit- 
ical speakers  visited  the  city.  September  L6th,  Palmer  and 
Bryan  held  a  joint  discussion  in  the  park,  which  was  at- 
tended by  an  immense  crowd.  October  10th,  botli  parties 
visited  Omaha  in  full  force,  with  their  banners  and  torches, 
and  joined  in  an  immense  procession  through  that  city. 
October  22d,  the  republicans  held  their  grand  mass  conven- 
tion, which  turned  out  to  he  a  very  successful  affair.  The 
procession  and  illuminations  in  the  evening  were  very  fine. 
A  triumphal  arch  erected  across  Broadway  was  greatly  ad- 
mired. There  was  a  big  monitor  with  a  large  delegation  of 
Tanners  from  Omaha  on  the  grounds.  October  31st,  the 
democratic  mass  meeting  was  held,  and  was  a  very  fair  suc- 
cess. The  number  in  attendance  was  large,  but  the  slim 
prospect  of  success  at  the  polls  rather  chilled  the  enthusiasm. 
This  year  the  new  registry  law  went  into  operation,  and 
great  efforts  were  made  to  secure  a  full  and  fair  registration 
of  the  voters.  The  election  was  held  November  4th,  and 
the  whole  vote  polled  in  the  county  was  2,163,  of  which 
Grant  had  1,121,  and  Seymour  1,042 :  Palmer,  republican 
candidate  for  congress,  received  1,115,  and  Bryan  1,052. 
W.  G.  Crawford,  for  clerk,  G.  W.  Haynes,  for  recorder, 
and  H.  H.  Lyman,  for  superintendent  of  schools  —  all  re- 
publicans—  were  elected  by  small  majorities.  After  the 
result  was  known,  the  successful  party  held  their  usual  jol- 
lification, when  the  Tanners  made  their  last  appearance. 

The  pork-packing  business  was  largely  carried  on  in 
Council  Bluffs  this  fall  and  winter.  The  largest  establish- 
ment was  owned  by  Messrs.  J.  W.  Rose  and  Stewart  &  Haas, 
and  the  business  was  carried  on  by  the  latter  firm.  The 
number  of  hogs  packed  during  the  season  was  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand. 

At  the  December  term  of  the  district  court,  Henry  Rowel  1 
obtained  a  judgment  against  the  city  for  $8,000  for  a  broken 
leg,  caused  by  falling  into  a  cellar  that  was  being  excavated 
on  a  lot  owned  by  George  Schindle,  during  the  preceding 
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year.  It  was  charged  that  the  city  had  been  negligent  in 
not  placing  proper  guards  at  the  excavation  for  the  protect 
tion  of  citizens ;  and,  although  both  the  owner  of  the  lot 
and  the  contractor  for  the  erection  of  the  building  were 
made  defendants  with  the  city  in  the  suit,  the  verdict  was 
rendered  against  the  city  only,  and  was  paid  by  a  tax  on  the 
property  holders. 

Another  case  which  excited  a  good  deal  of  interest  at  the 
December  term  of  the  district  court  was  that  of  James  Mil- 
ton, a  negro,  indicted  for  an  attempt  to  commit  a  rape  upon 
a  young  lady  in  good  standing  residing  on  Lower  Broad- 
way. Some  person  entered  the  room  in  which  she  was 
sleeping,  but  failed  to  accomplish  his  purpose,  and,  as  soon 
as  an  alarm  was  given,  escaped  through  the  open  window 
by  which  he  had  entered.  A  flash  of  lightning  just  then 
revealed  his  countenance,  and  it  was  this  momentary  flash 
alone  upon  which  the  prosecution  relied  for  identifying  the 
prisoner  as  the  guilty  party.  He  was  defended  with  much 
zeal  by  "William  Mynster,  a  young  lawyer  then  just  com- 
mencing practice,  and  the  jury  brought  in  a  verdict  of  "  not 
guilty." 

On  Tuesday  morning,  December  29th,  four  buildings  were 
destroyed  by  fire  on  Center  street,  in  Council  Bluffs.  One 
of  them  was  a  dwelling  house,  occupied  by  Mr.  Bennett, 
one  a  beer  saloon,  one  a  meat  market,  and  the  other  an  oc- 
cupied building.  The  weather  was  quite  cold,  and  a  good 
deal  of  difficulty  was  occasioned  by  the  freezing  of  the  hose, 
and  the  animadversion  upon  the  general  management  of  the 
fire  department  was  very  severe.  On  the  previous  Saturday 
evening  a  soap  and  candle  factory  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  city  was  also  burned,  the  loss  being  about  S3, 500. 

January  4th,  1860,  the  board  of  supervisors  convened  in 
the  new  court  house.  The  old  members  of  the  board  were, 
Garner,  Kapper,  Smith,  Stong,  and  Whipple  ;  and  the  new 
members  were :  J.  L.  Felter,  from  James ;  John  S.  Goss, 
from  Roekyford ;  J.  W.  Anderson,  from  Silver  Creek ;  C.  G. 
Mcintosh,  from  Crescent;  Jesse  Wright,  from  Boomer; 
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and  Josiah  True,  from  Knox.  Mr.  Felter  was  elected 
chairman.  Hardin  Jones,  count  y  judge,  filed  his  bond  B 
county  auditor,  and  appointed  E2.  B.  Bowman  hie  deputy, 
who  was  qualified,  and  took  his  place  as  clerk  of  the  board. 
On  the  third  day  of  the  session,  Mr.  Kapper,  of  Kane,  re- 
signed, and  Wm.  Groneweg,  who  had  been  elected  at  the 
October  election,  was  sworn  in  as  a  member  of  the  board. 
The  board  of  poor  directors  made  a  report,  showing  an  ex- 
penditure during  the  previous  year  for  the  support  of  the 
poor  of  §4,447.75.  To  meet  the  outstanding  indebtedness 
of  this  fund,  county  orders  to  the  amount  of  §5,000  were 
ordered  to  be  issued,  and  $6,000  to  meet  expenses  until  the 
next  meeting  of  the  board.  All  these  orders  were  sold  at 
fifty  cents  on  the  dollar  for  cash.  The  salary  of  the  sheriff 
as  jailor  was  fixed  at  §1,500.  The  court  house  commis- 
sioner reported,  showing  an  expenditure  of  §9,403,23  for 
fitting  up  the  court  house  and  jail.  The  issue  of  court  house 
bonds  was  ordered  to  be  discontinued.  H.  H.  Lyman  re- 
signed the  office  of  county  superintendent  of  schools,  and 
George  L.  Jacobs  was  appointed  in  his  place.  The  time  of 
the  board  was  largely  taken  up,  at  this  and  future  sessions, 
with  the  laying  out  of  roads  and  the  construction  of  bridges. 
At  the  March  session,  the  auditor  was  directed  to  place  all 
railroad  lands  on  the  tax  list. 

James  D.  Test,  a  prominent  and  well  known  citizen  of 
Council  Bluffs,  died  in  Chicago  on  the  25th  of  February. 
He  was  a  man  of  a  good  deal  of  energy  and  public  spirit, 
and  possessed  decided  opinions  on  all  subjects,  'which  he 
freely  expressed.  ,He  held  the  office  of  state  senator  for 
four  years,  from  1854  to  1858,  and  was  a  frequent  attendant 
upon  the  democratic  conventions,  both  state  and  national, 
to  which  party  he  belonged.  His  funeral,  on  the  Sunday 
following  his  death,  was  in  charge  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  and 
was.  up  to  that  time  at  least,  the  largest  ever  witnessed  in 
the  city. 

The  first  term  of  the  new  circuit  court  in  Pottawattamie 
county  commenced  on  the  8th  of  February,  Hon.  li.  L. 
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Douglass  presiding.    The  new  judge  gave  careful  attention 

to  the  probate  business  of  the  count  y,  which  bad,  under  the 
old  system,  been  very  loosely  administered,  noon  placing  it 
in  a  condition  of  order  and  regularity  hitherto  sadly  want- 
ing. In  otber  respects,  the  business  of  this  court  was  ably 
conducted  by  the  new  judge. 

On  the  night  of  the  27th  of  March,  Calvin  Bradwav,  an 
old  resident  of  the  county,  aged  about  sixty  years,  was  shot 
and  instantly  killed,  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Steadman,  at 
Wheeler's  Grove.  He  had  been  arrested  that' afternoon 
for  some  alleged  offence,  and  was  at  the  time  being  guarded 
by  several  young  men.  The  shot  was  tired  from  the  out- 
side of  the  building,  and  the  guilty  party  effected  his  escape. 
Bradway  had  for  a  long  time  been  engaged  in  lawsuits  with 
some  of  his  neighbors,  and,  several  years  previous,  had 
killed  one  of  them,  for  which  he  was  indicted,  but  escaped 
trial  by  enlisting  in  the  army  as  a  soldier.  It  was  generally 
supposed  that  the  fatal  shot,  which  ended  his  life,  was  tired 
by  the  hands  of  some  friend  of  his  former  victim. 

The  city  election  this  year  was  held,  for  the  first  time,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  April,  a  new  ordinance  having  been 
passed  fixing  it  on  that  day.  It  was  conducted  with  a  good 
deal  of  spirit,  and  resulted  in  the  election  of  the  following 
officers:  Mayor,  D.  C.  Bloomer;  city  recorder,  T.  A.  Burke; 
treasurer,  H.  P.  Warren ;  city  marshal,  J.  C.  Fargo ;  asses- 
sor, Thomas  Allison ;  aldermen — J.  B.  Lewis,  J.  B.  Atkins, 
J.  T.  Oliver,  L.  L.  Spooner,  John  Huntington,  and  L.  W. 
Babbitt.  The  other  city  officers  this  year,  either  elected  by 
the  council,  or  appointed  with  its  consent,  wrere :  S.  J. 
Hanna,  city  attorney;  A.  G.  Furguson,  city  engineer;  A. 
J.  Bump,  chief  of  police ;  E.  Thornton  and  D.  G.  Spooner, 
supervisors.  L.  W.  Ross  was  continued  in  charge  of  the 
revisiou  of  the  city  ordinances,  and  during  the  year  the  en- 
tire new  code  was  adopted  and  published  by  the  council. 

The  heavy  rains  during  the  months  of  June  and  July 
either  entirely  carried  away  or  greatly  injured  nearly  all 
the  bridges  in  the  city.    They  also  led  to  several  lawsuits 
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against  tlie  city  for  damages  caused  by  the  overflow  of  the 
crock,  three  of  which  were  tried  during  the  year,  hut  in 
each  of  them  the  city  was  successful,  or  escaped  with  the 
payment  of  only  a  small  amount  of  damages  and  costs. 

In  another  lawsuit,  the  city  was  not  so  lucky.  This  was 
the  famous  Collins  suit,  in  which  Mrs.  Collins  claimed 
$15,000  damages  for  a  broken  thigh,  caused,  as  she  alleged, 
by  a  fall  on  an  icy  sidewalk,  in  the  winter  of  1858.  The 
case  was  tried  in  June,  on  a  change  of  venue,  in  Mills  county, 
and  the  whole  amount  claimed,  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  was 
awarded  to  her,  greatly  to  the  astonishment  of  the  tax- 
payers of  Council  Bluffs.  The  case  was  twice  before  the 
supreme  court,  but  all  efforts  to  procure  a  new  trial  failed, 
although  the  court,  on  a  re-hearing,  reduced  the  amount  to 
$10,000,  and  the  claim  has  finally,  this  spring  (1873),  been 
paid  by  the  issue  of  city  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $13,165. 
These  have  twenty  years  to  run,  and  draw  ten  per  cent  in- 
terest; so  that,  by  the  time  they  are  fully  paid,  the  affair 
will  have  cost  the  city  fully  forty  thousand  dollars' ! 

The  trouble  caused  by  the  high  water  in  the  creek  led  to 
a  proposition  for  fluming  it  from  Benton  to  Center  street, 
but,  on  being  submitted  to  the  people  at  a  special  election 
held  in  October,  it  was  defeated. 

On  the  first  of  September,  a  statement  of  the  .financial 
auditor  of  the  city  was  published,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  total  indebtedness  was  §108,686.33,  of  which 
amount  $78,000  was  bonded,  and  the  balance  consisted  of 
outstanding  warrants  on  the  city  treasury,  and  unpaid 
coupons. 

The  expenditures  this  year  were  quite  large.  Streets 
were  opened,  improved,  and  furnished  with  sidewalks  to  all 
the  railroad  depots,  the  bridges  rebuilt,  and  much  other 
necessary  work  performed. 

The  mayor  and  police  officers  undertook,  this  year,  to 
enforce  the  law  closing  saloons  on  Sunday,  and  other  city 
ordinances  for  the  proper  observance  of  that  day.  They 
were  reasonably  successful,  but  the  effort  aroused  a  deep 
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feeling  of  animosity  on  the  part  of  many  influential  part  ies. 

Council  Bluffs  had  by  this  time  acquired  a  large  German 

population,  who  were  very  unwilling  to  give  up  their  social 

customs  on  this  or  any  other  day.  Their  beer  gardens  and 
other  places  of  resort  are,  however,  the  least,  objectionable 
of  the  various  modes  in  which  Sunday  desecration  manifests 
itself,  inasmuch  as  they  are  almost  always  marked  hy  great 
order  and  the  least  possible  interference  with  the  rights  of 
others. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  W.  W.  Maynard  retired  from  the 
Council  Bl nil's  post  office,  after  having  held  the  position  for 
eight  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  Thomas  P.  Treynor. 
The  latter  immediately  removed  the  office  from  its  old  site, 
on  Broadway,  to  the  new  brick  block  on  Main  street,  where 
it  is  still  located.  Frank  Street,  register  of  the  land  office, 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Sylvester  Dodge  about  the  same  time. 
Colonel  Win.  F.  Sapp  received  the  appointment  of  United 
States  district  attorney  for  Iowa.  J.  W.  Chapman  was 
assessor,  and  Joseph  Lyman  collector  of  internal  revenue  in 
this  county  at  this  time. 

May  12th,  1869,  was  a  gala  day  in  Council  Bluffs.  It 
was  the  occasion  of  two  important  events  in  its  history,  viz: 
the  arrival  of  the  first  train  of  cars  over  the  Chicago,  Rock 
Island,  and  Pacific  Railroad,  and  the  laying  of  the  corner- 
stone  of  the  new  and  magnificent  hotel,  since  known  as  the 
Ogden  House.  The  whole  population  turned  out  to  wel- 
come the  arrival  of  the  cars  over  the  new  railroad.  The 
procession  that  marched  to  the  depot  wTas  preceded  by  a 
band  of  music,  followed  by  the  city  officials,  the  entire  fire 
department,  masonic  fraternity  in  full  regalia,  battery  of 
flying  artillery,  forty  wagons  of  the  Missouri  River  Trans- 
portation Company,  and  a  large  number  of  citizens  on  foot 
and  in  carriages.  As  the  cars  arrived  at  the  point  of  con- 
nection with  the  other  roads,  they  w^ere  received  with  music, 
firing  of  cannon,  and  shouts  of  welcome  from  the  people, 
mingled  with  the  shrill  whistles  of  the  locomotives  on  the 
Northwestern  and  on  the  St.  Joseph  railroads.    The  officers 
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of  the  company  and  employes  were  formally  welcomed  to 
the  city  by  the  mayor,  which  was  responded  to,  on  behalf 
of  the  company,  by  Hon.  Caleb  Baldwin. 

The  procession  was  then,  after  mutual  congratulations,  re- 
formed, and,  with  the  railroad  officers,  proceeded  to  Broad- 
way, Here,  the  fire  companies  and  fraternities  assembled 
around  the  spot  designated  as  the  resting  place  of  the 
corner-stone  of  the  hotel,  when  the  workmen  removed  the 
stone,  weighing  three  tons,  and  the  proprietors,  Messrs. 
Baughn,  Hammer,  and  Garner,  deposited  in  a  tin  box  a 
large  number  of  coins  of  this  and  other  countries,  among 
them  two  received  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Derland  twenty-five  years 
ago,  in  Cuba,  the  history  of  Council  Blufl's  and  of  Potta- 
wattamie county,  the  history  of  the  hotel,  and  a  list  of 
those  donating  the  bonus,  a  list  of  state,  county,  and  city 
officers,  fractional  currency,  and  the  other  present  paper 
currency  of  the  country,  together  with  copies  of  each  of  the 
three  newspapers  published  in  the  city,  of  current  dates. 
The  mayor  then  said  :  — 

"We  have  now  laid  the  corner-stone  of  a  magnificent 
hotel,  to  be  erected  on  these  grounds.  Its  size  will  be  one 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  on  Broadway  by  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  feet  on  Market  street,  and  four  stories  in  height. 
The  first  story  will  be  occupied  for  stores,  but  the  entire 
remainder  of  the  building  will  be  occupied  for  hotel  pur- 
poses. The  plans  have  all  been  drawn  up,  and  the  edifice 
will  be  erected  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  Mr.  A. 
A.  Cook,  an  intelligent  architect  of  this  city.  Its  proprietors 
are  Charles  Baughn,  John  Hammer,  and  William  Garner, 
three  of  our  most  respected  and  enterprising  citizens. 
When  completed,  this  hotel  will  be  one  of  the  largest,  and 
in  all  respects  the  most  complete  in  all  its  arrangements  of 
any  hotel  building  west  of  the  Mississippi  river.  In  archi- 
tectural display  and  perfect  adaptedness  in  all  its  parts  for 
hotel  purposes,  it 'will  be  second  to  none  in  the  country.  I 
deem  it  a  fortunate  circumstance  that  its  corner-stone  is  laid 
on  the  same  day  that  marks  the  completion  of  another  great 


1873.] 


HISTORY  OF   POTTAWATTAMIE  COUNTY. 


625 


line  of  railroad  to  our  city.  Each  will  contribute  largely  to 
our  growth  and  prosperity.  I  am  sure  that  we  all  must 
earnestly  hope  that  the  public  spirit  and  enterprise  of  the 
builders  of  this  great  hotel  will  be  richly  rewarded." 

In  conclusion,  the  mayor  declared  "this  corner-stone  well 
and  firmly  laid." 

In  the  evening  there  was  a  brilliant  illumination  of*  the 
city.  All  the  public  buildings,  and  a  great  many  of  the 
business  houses  and  private  dwellings,  presented  a  blazing 
flood  of  lights,  and  the  whole  population  rent  the  air  with 
cheers  and  huzzas.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  B.  F. 
Montgomery,  J.  W.  Chapman,  and  Win.  Mynster. 

The  railroad  thus  happily  completed  was  one  of  the  first 
projected  in  the  state,  and  in  1857  bonds  in  aid  of  its  con. 
8truction  to  the  amount  of  §300,000  were  voted  by  Potta- 
wattamie county,  but  only  §35,000  of  this  amount  were  ever 
actually  used.  It  enters  the  county  near  its  northeastern 
corner,  running  thence  west  to  the  Nishnabothna  river.  It 
then  curves  northward  into  Shelby  county,  but  soon  bends 
southward  again,  striking  the  valley  of  Musketo  creek, 
which  it  follows  until  it  reaches  the  Missouri  bottom.  It 
then  curves  northwardly  for  the  distance  of  about  a  mile 
and  a  half,  and  reaches  its  depot,  near  the  center  of  Riddle's 
sub-division,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  city.  When  first 
built,  the  road  passed  through  a  comparatively  unsettled 
country,  but  it  is  now,  along  a  large  portion  of  the  way, 
lined  on  either  side  by  cultivated  farms. 

The  Council  Bluffs  Post  wras  ■  established  in  May  of  this 
year.  It  was  edited  and  conducted  in  German  by  S.  Mader, 
and  was  issued  weekly.  Two  German  papers  had  previously 
been  published  here  for  short  periods.  One  of  these  was 
the  Council  Bluffs  Pressc,  started  in  1867,  by  AVenbone  & 
Worden,  which  continued  for  about  a  year  ;  the  other  was 
the  Bcobachter  am  3Iissouri,  published  in  1868,  by  Herman 
Wagner. 

In  January  of  this  year,  Mr.  John  W.  Chapman  retired 
from  the  Nonpareil,  and  his  place  was  taken  by  John  M. 
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Brainard,  formerly  of  the  Story  < ounty  JEgis.    Later  in  the 
year  John  H.  Keatly  became  connected  with  the  editorial 
department  of  the  paper,  which  continued  to  be  i 
daily  and  weekly  by  the  Nonpareil  Printing  Company. 

At  the  June  term  of  the  district  court,  an  important  case 
was  decided,  relating  to  the  liabilities  of  the  sureties  of 
Charles  Cook  and  C.  H.  Street  for  moneys  received  by  them 
as  deputy  colleetors  of  taxes  for  the  city,  for  the  years  18C4, 
1865,  and  1866.  During  these  three  years  A.  J.  Bump  w&e 
city  marshal,  and  it  was  his  duty,  as  such,  to  corlect  the 
taxes  for  the  city.  Cook  and  Street  were  his  deputies,  ap- 
pointed by  him,  approved  by  the  council,  and  gave  their 
bonds  directly  to  the  city.  On  settling  up  their  accounts,  it 
was  found  that  a  balance  was  due  from  them  to  the  city  of 
$9,514.18,  There  being  some  question,  under  the  state  of 
facts  existing,  whether  the  marshal  himself  was  liable  for 
this  amount,  early  in  May  suits  were  commeneed,  in  the 
name  of  the  city,  against  Cook  and  Street,  and  their  sure- 
ties, for  the  moneys  appearing  to  be  due  from  them  ;  but 
the  court,  Judge  Day  presiding,  decided,  on  demurrer,  that, 
as  more  than  three  years  had  elapsed  since  the  liability  oc- 
curred, neither  the  principals  nor  their  sureties  were  liable 
on  their  bonds.  No  further  efforts  to  collect  the  claim  were 
ever  made. 

On  Sunday,  August  8th,  quite  a  sensation  was  caused  in 
the  city,  by  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Ezra  Martin,  on  a  charge  of 
passing  counterfeit  money,  several  years  previous,  in  the 
state  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Martin  was  wrell  known  as  the  landlord, 
until  within  a  few  months  before,  of  the  Pacific  House.  He 
was  hurried  awray  by  the  officials  within  an  hour  after  the 
arrest  was  made,  almost  without  giving  him  an  opportunity 
to  visit  his  family.  He  was  absent,  however,  but  a  few 
weeks,  having  been  found  guiltless,  by  the  proper  officials 
in  Ohio,  of  the  charge  made  against  him,  and  he  has  since 
continued  to  reside  here,  enjoying,  to  a  large  extent,  the 
confidence  of  the  community. 

This  year  Council  Bluffs  enjoyed  the  luxury  of  at  least 
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two  other  sensations.  One  of  these  was  the  mania  for  re- 
lociped os,  which  first  made  their  appearance  in  April,  but 
rapidly  increased  during  the  summer,  until  the  streets  of 
the  city  were  well  filled  with  them.  A  rink,  in  which  the 
art  of  riding  them  was  taught,  was  established  on  the  corner 
of  Vine  and  Market  streets,  and  every  young  man  who 
could  command  the  time  and  the  means  was  ambitions  to 
excel  in  this  new  phase  of  locomotion. 

The  other  new  thing  that  gained  great  popularity  was 
base  ball.  It  ran  like  wild  lire  over  the  whole  country, 
and  of  course  we  could  not  escape.  Numerous  clubs  were 
formed,  and  a  great  deal  of  time  spent  in  perfecting  the 
members  in  the  exciting  game.  Visits  were  made  to  and 
received  from  similar  associations  in  other  towns,  and  vic- 
tory or  defeat  was  watched  and  announced  on  the  occasion 
of  these  meetings  with  as  much  interest  as  great  events  in 
the  history  of  the  times  often  command. 

At  the  annual  school  election  in  Council  Bluffs,  in  March, 
the  old  members  of  the  school  board  were  re  elected,  to- 
gether with  J.  F.  Evans,  director.  A  tax  of  five  mills  was 
voted  for  the  erection  of  additional  school  houses,  and  a 
resolution  was  also  passed  to  borrow  $25,000  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  high  school  building  on  the  school  lot  in  Glendale 
addition.  This  last  resolution  having  been  declared  in- 
formal, a  special  meeting  of  the  electors  of  the  district  (city) 
was  called,  and  an  election  held  on  the  6th  day  of  July,  at 
which  it  was  voted  to  authorize  the  school  board  to  borrow 
$30,000,  for  the  erection  of  a  high  school  building,  on  bonds 
payable  in  ten  years,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  per 
cent  per  annum.  During  the  summer  and  fall,  two  large 
school  rooms  were  added  to  the  second  ward  school  house, 
increasing  the  capacity  of  the  building  to  three  hundred 
pupils.  In  September  these  rooms  were  occupied  by  the 
high  school.  The  cost  of  the  enlargement  was  So, 639. 
The  Center  street  school  house  was  also  erected  this  season. 
The  lots  cost  §2,000,  and  the  building  $6,200.  It  contains 
four  school  rooms,  and  seats  for   two  hundred  pupils. 
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Work  on  grading  the  school  lot  was  commenced  in  August. 
An  elevated  bluff  was  graded  down  about  thirty  feet,  at  a 
cost  of  $7,000,  and  a  line  plateau,  about  two  hundred  feet 
square,  commanding  a  view  of  the  whole  city  and  surround- 
ing country,  was  prepared  for  the  site  of  the  new  building. 
Access  to  it  was  provided  for  by  the  establishment,  by  the 
city  council,  of  a  new  street,  called  High  School  Avenue, 
running  across  the  bluff,  and  rendering  the  approaches  from 
all  parts  of  the  city  easy  and  convenient. 

The  schools  of  the  whole  county  showed  a  decided  im- 
provement this  year.  Mr.  George  L.  Jacobs,  who  entered 
upon  his  duties  in  January,  gave  his  entire  time  to  the  pro- 
motion of  their  efficiency,  traveling  for  that  purpose,-  fre- 
quently on  foot,  from  district  to  district.  The  number  of 
pupils  in  attendance  on  all  the  schools  in  the  county  was 
reported  at  1,959;  number  of  teachers  employed,  94  ;  num. 
ber  of  brick  school  houses,  24;  stone,  2;  wood,  33;  log,  2; 
total  value  of  same,  §110,565.  The  teachers' institute,  held 
in  November,  was  well  attended,  and  the  standard  of  qual- 
ification of  teachers  was  decidedly  on  the  increase. 

Odd  Fellowship  was  quite  prosperous  in  Council  Bluffs. 
On  the  13th  of  May,  Council  Bluffs  Lodge,  No.  49,  moved 
into  a  new  hall  which  had  been  fitted  up  for  its  use,  in  the 
third  story  of  the  fine  brick  building  erected  by  Officer  & 
Pusey,  on  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Main  streets.  It 
was  very  handsomely  furnished,  and  on  the  1st  of  July,  in 
the  presence  of  a  large  concourse  of  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
was  dedicated  to  the  great  purposes  of  the  order.  In  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  a  public  installation  of  officers  was 
held  in  Bloom's  Hall  —  Grand  Master  Sharp  presiding  on 
both  occasions.  In  October  twTo  additional  lodges  were 
organized  —  one  of  them,  Humboldt,  No.  174,  working  in 
the  German  language,  and  the  other,  Hawkeye,  No.  184, 
in  the  English  language.  The  charter  of  Twin  Broth  e  * 
Encampment  was  dated  on  the  20th  of  October,  1869,  and 
it  was  duly  organized  soon  after. 


[to  be  continued.] 
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ANNUAL  MEETING  OP  THE  PIONEERS  OF  POLK  OOUNTY. 


ON  the  30th  of  lust  August  the  old  settlers  of  Polk  county 
held  their  thirteenth  annual  gathering.    We  copy  from 
the  State  Register :  — 

"  The  annual  gathering  of  old  settlers  of  Polk  county 
yesterday  was  more  numerously  attended  than  any  that  had 
preceded  it.  Over  six  hundred  sat  down  to  dinner,  which 
was  one  of  the  best  ever  served  in  the  city.  The  audience 
collected  at  the  grounds  about  ten  o'clock,  and  were  called 
to  order  by  President  Thomas  Mitchell.  Rev.  Mr.  Wright 
made  the  opening  prayer,  which  was  followed  by  the  sing- 
ing of  the  Old  Settlers'  '  Auld  Lang  Syne.'  Then  followed 
the  narration  of  incidents  of  early  life  in  Iowa.  Among 
others,  Mr.  Isaac  Cooper  and  Mr.  Philo  L.  Case  presented 
curiosities  of  the  early  day  —  the  former  the  chair  and  table 
described  in  yesterday's  Register,  and  the  latter  the  first 
ballot-box  that  was  used  in  Four-Mile  township.  All  the 
incidents  were  full  of  interest  and  were  heartily  applauded. 
While  the  story-telling  was  going  on  among  the  old  folks, 
the  younger  members  of  the  organization  were  tripping 
away  the  hours  in  Mechanic's  Hall  to  the  music  of  Mechan- 
ic's brass  band. 

"  After  dinner  the  toasts  were  announced  and  responded 
to  according  to  published  programme,  with  the  exception  of 
the  one  assigned  to  Hon.  D.  0.  Finch.  That  gentleman 
being  ill,  Judge  Wright  took  his  place,  and  spoke  eloquent- 
ly for  'the  future  Pittsburg.'  Hon.  Curtis  Bates  was  ex- 
tremely happy  in  his  comparison  of  the  days  of  1846  and 
1873.  He  was  full  Of  reminiscence,  and  entertaining  in  the 
extreme.  Dr.  Shaw  spoke  learnedly  and  well  for  the  agri- 
cultural and  industrial  interests  of  the  state. 

Hoyt  Sherman,  jr.,  '  the  boy  of  '46  and  man  of  '73/ 
was  apt. 

"  At  the  conclusion  of  the  speech-making,  Hon.  Thoma3 
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Mitchell  was  re-elected  president,  and  R.  L.  Tidrick,  Esq., 
secretary,  for  the  ensuing  year  and  the  formal  exercises  of 
the  clay  were  closed  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  NhhIi, 

"Then  came  a  dance  in  the  hall,  in  which  Bome  of  the 
gray-beards  grew  young,  and  so  with  feast  and  song  and 
dance  closed  the  thirteenth  annual  reunion  of  the  Old  Set- 
tlers of  Polk  county. 

"  Annexed  will  be  found  a  resume  of  the  county's  history, 
written  several  years  since  by  a  gentleman  who  was  among 
the  most  honored  participants  in  the  gathering:  —  - 

"  *  The  county  of  Polk  was  included  in  the  purchases 
made  by  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  of  the  Sac 
and  Fox  Indians,  at  Agency  City,  October  11,  1842.  The 
eastern  portion  of  Iowa  had  been  acquired  by  the  previous 
treaties  of  1832,  1836,  and  1837,  but  the  aborigines  yet 
remained,  clinging  tenaciously  to  their  ancestral  domain. 
When  the  western  part  of  the  territory  was  purchased  from 
them,  they  were  allowed  to  remain  upon  the  lands  ceded, 
and  to  have  exclusive  possession  of  them  for  the  term  of 
three  years  from  the  date  of  the  treaty.  They  immediately 
removed  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  interior  of  the  state,  on 
the  new  purchases,  where  they  were  safe,  for  a  time,  from 
the  intrusion  of  the  whites,  and  could  find  the  wilds  and 
solitudes  harmonious  with  their  natures. 

"  '  The  Indian  title  to  the  lands  of  tins  portion  of  Iowa 
expired  at  midnight  of  October  11,  1845.  This  period  was 
impatiently  awaited  by  those  already  here,  for  after  that 
time  each  was  at  liberty  to  make  a  claim  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  which  could  be  held  until  government 
brought  the  lands  into  market,  and  then  purchased  under 
such  regulations  as  are  now  in  force.  Long  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  Indian  title,  the  settlers  around  the  fort  had 
made  arrangements  with  each  other,  and  the  most  valuable 
tracts  were  already  considered  claims.  Some  claims  were 
even  measured  and  staked  off,  but  this  was  of  no  validity, 
and  done  only  for  convenience,  or  to  facilitate  such  subse- 
quent survey  as  was  absolutely  necessary  to  establish  and 
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identify  it.  So  eager  were  the  settlers,  who  had  previously 
remained  only  at  the  sufFrance  ol*  the  genera]  government, 
to  have  permanaut  homes  near  the  fort,  that  during  the 
forepart  of  the  night  preceding  Octoher  11th  men  were 
stationed  in  all  directions  around,  with  instructions  to  imme- 
diately begin  the  measurement  of  claims  as  soon  as  midnight 
arrived. 

" '  Precisely  at  twelve  o'clock,  the  loud  report  of  a  mus- 
ket fired  from  the  agency  house  announced  that  the  empire 
of  the  red  man  ended  here  forever,  and  that  of  his  master 
race  begun.  Answering  reports  rang  sharply  on  the  night 
air,  in  quick  succession  from  every  hill-top,  and  in  every 
valley,  till  the  signal  was  conveyed  for  miles  around,  and  all 
understood  that  civilization  had  now  commenced  her  reign 
in  central  Iowa.  The  moon  was  slowly  sinking  in  the  west, 
and  its  beams  afforded  a  feeble  and  uncertain  light  for  the 
measuring  of  claims,  in  which  so  many  were  engaged.  Ere 
long  the  landscape  was  shrouded  in  darkness,  save  the  wild 
and  fitful  glaring  of  torches  carried  by  the  claim-makers. 
Before  the  night  had  entirely  worn  away,  the  rough  surveys 
were  finished,  and  the  Indian  lands  had  found  new  tenants. 
Throughout  the  country  thousands  of  acres  were  laid  off  in 
claims  before  dawn.  Settlers  rushed  in  by  hundreds,  and 
the  region  lately  so  tranquil  and  silent  felt  the  impulse  of 
the  change,  and  became  vocal  with  the  sounds  of  industry 
and  enterprise.'  " 


A  MOOTED  POINT  IN  BLACK  AND  WHITE. 


Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  July  28,  1873. 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Iowa  :  — 

DEAR  SIR: — Enclosed  please  find  a  document  which 
may  be  of  some  interest  to  the  readers  of  your  transac- 
tions.   You  will  see  from  it  that  it  is'  a  proposition  to  raise 
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colored  troops  for  the  rebel  army, —  a  proposition  suddenly 
nipped  in  the  bud  by  the  collapse  of  the  rebellion  itself 
The  history  of  the  paper  is  this,  as  f;ir  as  I  can  ascertain  : 
The  61st  Alabama  regiment  were  on  duty  in  the  rebel 
trenches  in  front  of  Petersburg,  a  short  distance  west  of  the 
point  where  the  Weldon  railroad  crossed  their  trenches. 
They  were  employed  in  supporting  a  Virginia  battery. 
During  the  battle  of  Sunday  and  {Sunday  night,  April  2, 
1865,  one  of  their  caissons  was  exploded  by  a  shell  from  our 
batteries.  When  we  stormed  their  works,  and  entered  them, 
I  saw  a  bundle  of  papers  in  a  pool  of  blood,  and  supposing 
they  might  contain  valuable  information  picked  them  up, 
and  in  the  package  found  the  document  which  I  enclose  to 
you.  You  will  notice  that  it  is  still  considerably  stained. 
Where  I  have  made  the  ink-mark,  "  X,"  is  the  blood-stain 
— the  others  are  from  wet  yellow  clay. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Jno.  H.  Keatley, 
Late  Lieut.  Col.  54 th  Bat.  Pa:  Vols. 

The  following  is  the  document :  — 

"  Camp  61st  Alabama  Regiment,  ) 
"  March  31st,  1865.  J 

"General: — We  have  the  honor  to  request  of  you 
authority  to  raise  ten  companies  of  colored  troops' in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Montgomery,  Alabama.  We  feel  confident  that 
this  can  be  done,  with  the  help  of  influential  friends,  both 
of  us  having  many  in  and  around  the  city. 
"  We  are,  General,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servants, 

"  Thomas  T.  Greene, 
"  First  Lieut,  and  Adjt.  61st  Ala.  Begt.  Inf. 

"  De  Witt  Dillard, 
"  First  Lieut.  Co.  A,  61st  Ala.  Begt.  Inf. 

:t To  Gen.  S.  Cooper,  A.  and  1.  General" 
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 Hon.  William  G.  Hammond,  President  of  the  State  Historical  So- 
ciety, not  long  ago  deposited  in  its  cabinet  a  copy  of  the  Washington 
(D.  C.)  Intelligencer  hearing  date  July  28,  1821,  from  which  we  copy  the 
following  correspondence  from  Detroit,  dated  July  G,  of  the  same  year, 
showing  that  Detroit  and  Washington,  for  purposes  of  communication, 
were  then  three  weeks  apart,  and  demonstrating  the  changes  which 
have  occurred  in  the  condition  of  our  country,  and  especially  of  the 
-  northwest,  in  half  a  century  :  — 

"Our  enterprising  and  ever-useful  fellow-citizen,  Gov.  Cass,  left  this 
place  on  Tuesday  for  Chicago,  to  which  place  he  will  proc-eea"  by  ascend- 
ing the  Miami  and  St.  Mary's  rivers.  From  the  head-waters  of  the  lat- 
ter river  his  canoe  will  be  carried  to  the  head-waters  of  the  Wabash, 
which  he  will  descend  to  the  Ohio,  thence  to  the  Mississippi,  which  he 
will  ascend  to  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois,  the  ascent  of  which  will  con- 
duct him  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Chicago,  where  it  is  expected  a 
treaty  will  be  made  in  August  next  with  the  Indians  for  the  cession  of 
a  considerable  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  peninsula  of  this  territory. 

"Gov.  Cass  is  accompanied  by  the  intelligent  traveler  and  mineralo- 
gist, Mr.  Schoolcraft,  and  this  circuitous  route  to  Chicago  is  taken,  it 
would  seem,  for  the  double  purpose  of  developing  the  mineralogy  of  an 
extensive  tract  of  country,  not  hitherto  sufficiently  explored,  and  of  as- 
certaining the  state  of  the  Indians  on  the  rivers  Wabash  and  Illinois." 

 A  lady  correspondent  wishes  to  know  the  origin  of  the  names  of 

the  counties  of  Bremer,  Grundy,  Ida,  Carroll,  Tama,  Cedar,  Johnson, 
Shelby,  Adair,  Louisa,  Keokuk,  Wapello,  and  Lucas.  Correspondence 
on  the  subject  is  invited. 

 An  historical  sketch  of  Lyon  county  has  recently  been  published 

in  a  little  pamphlet  of  forty  pages,  accompanied  by  a  map  of  the  county 
described.  S.  C.  Hyde  is  the  author.  Besides  a  history  of  its  early  set- 
tlement, the  work  contains  information  with  regard  to  the  natural  re- 
sources of  the  county  valuable  to  those  seeking  homes  in  the  new 
settlements  of  the  northwest. 

  The  Wisconsin  Historical  Society  has  recently  published,  in  two 

large  and  nicely-bound  volumes,  a  catalogue  of  the  contents  of  its  libra- 
ry, which  must  be  a  great  convenience  to  all  who  have  to  do  with  that 
large  and  valuable  collection.  The  contributions  from  our  Historical 
Society  have  due  prominence  in  the  catalogue.  The  expense  of  the 
compilation  and  printing  of  this  catalogue  is  greater  than  the  entire 
annual  income  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Iowa!  What  an  "odious 
comparison  !  "  and  what  a  stinging  commentary  on  the  niggardly  parsi- 
mony of  previous  legislatures  of  Iowa  toward  their  Historical  Society  I 
Our  hope  is  in  the  statesmanship  of  the  fifteenth  general  assembly. 

 We  have  received  from  the  Virginia  Historical  Society  a  pam- 
phlet copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Southern  Historical  Convention, 
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